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Catskill Mt. Booker Has Unique 
Plan to Off set Gas, Tire Shortage 


The Catskill Mountain Time, a) Ahe Simon Thinks Vaude 


summer’s livelihood for many per- 
formers, has found the means of cir- 
cumventing the gas and rubber 
shortages, at least so far as they af- 


fect the transportation of actors. 
Charlie Rapp, N. Y. booker, has 
leased three farms, henceforth to be 
known as the Rapp Farms, where he 
will house whole show troupes for 
immediate servicing of nearby re- 
sorts and hotels requiring spot en- 
tertainment, 


Rapp’s Farms are scattered, with 
the No. 1 headquarters near Swan 
Lake, virtually the hub of the Cats- 
kill Mountain circuit. Rapp is con> 
tracting the acts himself, the sal- 
aries including room and partial 
board at his farms, and in turn will 
hire them out in packages or in- 
dividually to the resorts. 

The booker has also purchased 
three station wagons with which to 
transport the shows to the various 
spots, plus, of course, hiring house- 
keeping staffs for the individual 
farms. He ‘also plans to organize 
dramatic companies capable of put- 
ting on plays complete in script and 
production. To this end he has ef- 
fected a tieup with Authors Repre- 
sentatives, Inc., play brokers outfit 
headed by John Rumsey. 


Rapp figures on servicing around 
18 hotels and camps, which will play 
shows an average of three to five 
nights weekly. His actors, plus their 
rooms, will get breakfast at his farms 
and the rest of their meals at the 
hotels they work. On those nights 


(Continued on page 52) 





Just a Mess of Marxes 
On B’way If Max Gordon 


Has His Way This Fall) 





Three shows for Broadway, each 
starring a Marx brother, are con- 
templated by Max Gordon who re- 
turns vast soon following completion 
of filming ‘Sister Eileen’ at Colum- 
bia. First away will be a straight 
play starring Groucho, and after that 

(Continued on page 18) 





WOR Logs 1942 Vacation 
Plans; Not Many Evident 


WOR, New York, has just com- 
pleted a survey among 8,000 set 
Owners to determine the vacation 
plans this year of this cross-section 
of metropolitan families. When 
questioned in May only four had 
Specific plans and 64% of those who 
had decided reported that they fig- 
ured on working through the sum- 
mer without a vacation break. 


In 1941 the count for families in 
New York that spent their summer 
vacations entirely away from home 
was 32%. This summer it’s less 
than half of that ratio, namely, 15%. 











Is Easier Than Joe Louis 


Abe Simon, who retired for his 
health after his last fight with Joe 
Louis, is going into vaude as a comic 
in a burlesqued ring bit. Charlie 
Allen has put together the turn, also 
including Bobby Moss, burley come- 
dian, and Jack Coyle. Asking price 
is $1,500 per week. 

A similar sketch is a part of Mike 
Todd’s ‘Star and Garter,’ $4.40 top 
revue opening tomorrow (Thursday) 
at the Music Box, N. Y. Tony Ga- 
lento, who also tasted canvas at the 
hands of heavyweight champ Louis, 
will be in this sketch, with Bobby 
Clark as the comedy vis-a-vis. 


63-Year-Old Theatre 
Owner Flies His Own 
Civilian Patrol Plane 


V. U. Young, president of Affili- 
ated Theatres and also Theatrical 
Managers, Inc., which operate pic- 
ture theatres in Indiana, is now on 
active duty as a submarine spotter 
operating off the New Jersey coast. 
Despite his age (he is 63 years old), 
Young volunteered to serve in the 
Civilian Plane patrol and now is on 
daily duty flying his own two-seater 
plane up and down the Coast. 

There’s room in the plane for a 
spotter, who also handles the small 
bomb cargo. Only space to carry 
200 pounds in bombs, but Civilian 
Patrol is becoming so well organized 
it is able to spot subs and then sig- 
nal nearby U. S. bombers. Young 
left his home in Gary, Ind., to serve 
his country. 


56th Year in Front 














Of Public for Hofmann| 





Josef Hofmann will make just one 
appearance this summer which will 
comprise the balance of his concert 
activities until Jan. 11, 1943. The 


veteran pianist flies to N. Y. to make 
his annual Lewisohn Stadium ap- 
pearance June 29 playing the Bee- 
thoven Emperor Concerto. 

From then till Jan. il he rests, 
and then launches his 56th concert 
tour of the U. S. in Phoenix, Ari- 
zona. He is booked for some 30 
odd appearances with his annual 
Carnegie Hall appearance March 28. 
His dates include a half dozen with 
major symphonies. 

Hofmann, after 55 years before 
the American public, still sells at 
$1,500 per engagement. His debut 
was in N. Y., in 1887, when he was 
10. 
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DECLARES 
JAS. 0. PETRILLO 


ed 


AFM Prez States He’ll Stick 
to Announced Determina- 
tion to Keep His Musicians 
From Providing the Means 
to Undermine Their Jobs 
and Break Their Strikes 





SHOWDOWN 





Dallas, June 16, 

James C. Petrillo, chief of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
reiterated in an interview with ‘Va- 
riety’ that his proclamation banning 
the making of canned musig¢ by 
members of his union after Aug. 1 
was aimed at no special. group. ‘I 
said in my talk Monday, and I say 
again now, that it is not directed at 
anybody in particular,’ Petrillo ex- 
ploded. ‘The principle of the thing 
is involved.’ 

Questioned as to whether the 
juke box operators and tavern 
people are secondary to the broad- 
casting companies in his campaign 
against recordings and_ transcrip- 
tions, Petrillo insisted that his mo- 
tives are purely to increase musi- 
cian employment ‘so that our people 
might eat instead of starving.’ 

Regarding the results of his pro- 
nouncement, Petrillo refused to 
make any prophecy. ‘I don’t know 


whether there will be any anti-trust | 


complications or not,’ he stated. ‘I’m 
(Continued on page 55) 


Maybe Loew’s Iceland 
And the RKO Juneau 
Won't Be a Gag Now 





With great increase in size of 
U. S. armed forces both in this 
country and -abroad, USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., is making tentative 


plans for 35 units in the fall. It had 
24 out last season and currenjly has 
15 on the road, playing outdoors. 

Appropriation of $4,000,000 from 
the USO to Camp Shows, Inc., to 
cover costs for the current year is 
expected to be upped to make pro- 
vision for the added units. Number 
of them will be assigned to enter- 
taining troops outside continental 
United States. 


0. 1 SCAB 











Hollywood Spanked for ‘Sloughing’ 


in War Films 





Cause of Democracy 


If Film Hero Becomes 
A War Hero, Then What? 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Question of war-suspended con- 
tracts and their application to ac- 
tors, who may come out of the con- 
flict national heroes and thereby be 
unwilling to go along under old 
terms, is being bandied about by 
studio lawyers with conclusions as 
dim as when the war will end. 

While the law is specific and says 
the actor must be returned to his 
pre-service status, it is couched in 
terms ‘cushioned’ for his benefit. 
Barristers are mindful in their de- 
ductions that anyone tiffing with a 
war hero hasn’t much chance to fin- 
ish better than second. 


Warrington-Meskill Will 
Lead Way With Ist All 
Soldier Army Relief Show 


St. Louis, June 16. 

Staff Sgt. Stuart Warrington and 
Sgt. Robert Meskill, N. play- 
wrights who now are soldiering at 
Fort Leonard Wood, 100 miles south- 
west of this burg, are readying 
‘Ready On The Firing Line,’ musical 
comedy, for a three-night presenta- 
tion in the Municipal Auditorium 
starting Friday (26). The cast in- 
cludes approximately’ 100 infantry- 
men, artillerymen, engineers, 
medics, etc., and is being ballyed as 
the ‘first all-soldier show in the na- 
tion to be presented in a large city 
for the Army Emergency Relief.’ 
Irving Berlin’s ‘This is the Army’ 
opens in N. Y. July 4, 

As a musical comedy the piece 

(Continued on page 54) 


Kate Smith’s $10,000 














Ducats for ‘Army’ Preem | 





Kate Smith has sent a $10,000 
check in payment for two opening 
night tickets to ‘This Is the Army,’ 
Irving Berlin’s all-soldier revue. 

Number of other patrons have also 
volunteered up to $20,000 for preem 
ducats, the proceeds of the show 
going to the Army Emergency Re- 
lief Fund. 











Imagination in Radio War Messages 








Advertising-supported network radio programs are devoting much 
time to the war messages of the Office of Facts and Figures, Between 
May 15 and June 15 ‘Variety’ listened to hundreds of such programs 
and has now awarded Scrolls of Honor to 14 sponsored programs on a 
basis of their use of showmanship in broadcasting such war messages. 

The awards are announced on page 25. 





Hollywood, June 16. 

Motion picture industry was given 
a polite spanking by Nelson P, 
Poynter, Assistant Co-ordinator for 
Government Films, who suggested 
that Hollywood pay more attention 
to the causes for which America is 
fighting and less to the spectacular 
and photogenic phases of the war. 
Addressing the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization, Poynter urged that film 
makers devote their talents to in- 
forming the peoples of the world of 
the deeper problems involved in the 
present conflict. 

‘It is easier,’ he said, ‘to glorify 
the Air Corps than the Infantry. It 
is easier to portray on the screen 
Great Brifain’s struggle than that of 
the Chinese or the Russians, who 
are on the front line of this war, 
Hollywood should give us a ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ of China or Russia, making 
clear to our people our common in- 
terest with the Russians and Chinese 
in this struggle.’ 

Analysis of the pictures released 
since the attack on Pearl Harbor, he 
declared, shows little footage devoted 
to the explanation of America’s part 
in the war. He suggested that the 
industry. might play an important 
part in making our citizens aware 
of the sacrifices that each of them 
must make to win the war, and 
bringing home the terrible individual 
losses Americans will suffer if the 
war is’ lost, 

Explaining that the co-ordinator’s 
office is purely advisory, he said, 
‘Washington is placing a great bet 
that Hollywood can bring home to 
ithe people the intangible factors of 
ithe war.’ 


Evans-Judith Anderson 
Will Tour Bard in All 
Army Camps Next Fall 


Shakespeare in the army camps 
next fall is more than a probability, 
| with Maurice Evans and Judith An- 
derson heading a cast in repertory. 
iThat is a surprising development, in 
light of the general opinion that men 
jin uniform prefer the lighter types 
lof stage fare. Reported rapt atten- 
tion of soldiers at Camp Meade re- 
cently, when the Evans-Anderson 
company presented ‘Macbeth,’ re- 

(Continued on page 38) 


Maestro Paul Laval 
Drops Vichysoisse Tag 


Paul Laval, NBC staff maestro, has 
changed the spelling of his last name 
to ‘Lavalle’ to avoid any link with 
the Vichy vice-premier and Axis 
collaborationist. 

Lavalle was yesterday (Tuesday) 
delegated by Col. William J. Dono- 
van’s office to prepare a series of 
original compositions for the ‘Caval- 
cade of America’ which is broadcast 
weekly over NBC’s shortwave facil- 
ities. 
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War's Vanity Blow—Credits to Vanish 
From Pictures As Film Saving Move 


Hollywood, June 16. 

What General Sherman said about | 
war is a state of bliss compared with | 
the plight of Hollywood’s upper | 
castes. Filmtown’s aristocracy 1s | 
threatened with a nameless exist-| 
ence for the duration. In the mo-| 
tion picture art a ‘name’ is a price- | 
less jewel, rating above an armful 
of emerald bracelets or a chromium- 
plated alfalfa ranch. Now the elite 
of celluloid drama are shuddering 
as they approach an era of in- 
cognito, as anonymous as the voice of 
an off-screen frog in an animated | 
cartoon, 

There will be no film credits, ex- 
cept for the main title, in any future 
picture produced in Hollywood if 
the recommendation, unanimously 
adopted by the Film Conservation 
Committee, goes through. It is es- 
timated that the nameless plan will 
save an average of 10,000,000 feet 
of film per year, It would eliminate 
the mention of actors, directors, as- | 
sociate producers, writers, tune- 
smiths, gownsmiths, among many 
other people whose feats of ar- 
tistry are currently emblazoned on 


(Continued on page 55) 


Hughes Defies Censor 
Nix and Will Roadshow 
His The Outlaw’ Pic 


After holding ‘The Outlaw’ on the 
shelf for almost 18 months, while he 
fought the Hays office and state 
censor boards, Howard Hughes has 
determined to launch the film with 
roadshow engagements in the mid- 
west in August. Release of the pic- 
ture is to be accompanied by what 
it is claimed by Russell Birdwell, 
Hughes’ p.a., will be ‘one of the 
largest, if not the largest, national 
newspaper campaign in history of 
motion pictures,’ 

Twentieth-Fox was 
slated to distribute the film, but 
Hughes will handle the roadshow 

(Continued on page 55) 


H’W0OD ADJUNCT TO 
PROMOTE GOOD WILL 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Studio Public Relations Commit- 
tee appointed a group designated as 
Special Adjunct for the purpose of 
promoting a better understanding 
between the public and the picture 
companies. Alex Evelove, publicity 
director at Warners, will supervise 
the work as chairman. 

Rest of the group will devote full 
time to new job for the time being, 
with John LeRoy, Warners, as sub- 











originally 














Jolson’s Igloo Route 





Al Jolson, touring Army posts 
in Alaska under USO- Camp 
Shows auspices, wired a friend 
in New York, Friday (12): 

‘Monday Fairbanks, Tuesday 
Nome, Wednesday Siberia. Here 
in Anchorage, Alaska, today. 
Booked Solid.’ 


$25,000 CEILING 
PUT ON SHELF 


Washington, June 16. 











Ways and Means shelved the 
25,000 income ceiling idea this 
morning (Tues.), motion being 


adopted to defer action pending 
‘further study.’ This means it’s dead 
as far as they are concerned. Chair- 
man Doughton alibied the committee 
felt it could not take the responsi- 
bility for passing on such im- 
portant issue without more con- 
sideration, | 


Drive for rigid income ceilings, 
laughed off originally as a grand- 
Stand play, was started again Mon- 
day (15) when the Treasury De- 
partment laid before the House 
Ways & Means Committee a de- 
tailed formula for taking everything 
over a fixed amount in order to 
make sure that ‘rich and poor alike 
are giving up the profits of peace- 
time in order that we may more ef- 
fectively prosecute the war.’ 


Confiscation of everything over 
$25,000 in the case of single persons 
and $50,000 for married couples— 
with limited exceptions—was urged 
on the House revenue-hunters by 
Randolph Paul, chief braintrugter 
for Secretary of the Treasury Mor- 
genthau, with comment only 11,000 
taxpayers would be hit but the 
added revenue would amount to 
$185,000,000 annually. Paul sug- 
gested several tight additions to 
present law in order to wipe out 
‘discrepancies between the personal 
incomes and very high personal in- 
comes’ as suggested by President 
Roosevelt six weeks ago, 


Airfield Built for Pic 
Given to Navy by Par 


Hollywood, June 16. 
Airfield used by Paramount in the 
filming of ‘Wake Island’ has been 
turned over to the Navy for war 
purposes. 


Located ‘somewhere in California,’ 
the runway is being re-surfaced for 











chairman. Other members are 
George Thomas, Paramount: Dan 
Thomas, Universal; Bob - Doman, 


20th-Fox; Barrett Kiesiing, Metro, | 
and Tom Petty, RKO. 





Berlin’s ‘This Is Army’ 


Preview Via Kate Smith 


‘This Is the Army,’ the Irving Ber- 
lin soldier musical, will be ‘pre- 
viewed’ on the season’s finale of the 
Kate Smith program June 26. Tunes 
and some of the sketches from the 
show will be used, with soldier mem- 
bers of the cast participating. Ted 
Collins, producer-m.c. of the pro- 
gram, and Harry Ackerman, Young 
& Rubicam agency supervisor, will 
see a rehearsal of “This Is the Army’ 
this week to select the material to 
be aired, 


Guests on this Friday night’s (19) 
Kate Smith show will be Jane With- 
ers, in a dramatic spot, and Charles 
Ruggles and Charles Winninger in a 
comedy sketch. 


Tex, the Old Smoothie 


Hollywood, June 16. 
‘The Smoothest Gal in Town’ is 
the official title of film rendition of 
Texas Guinan’s life story, the result 
of a huddle among Paramount execs 
and title wranglers. 


Deal to borrow Ann Sheridan from 
Warners for the top role fell through, 
causing Paramount to hunt for an- 
other femme lead. Claude Binyon 
has been recalled to make a few 
changes in the script. 








use in wet or dry weather. 
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It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can, But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


Both Army Rags 
Very Partial to 
Show Biz Stories 


Whether he’s shaking sand out of 
his eyes in Libya or snow out of his 
uniform: in Iceland, all evidence 
pointed this week that a Chaplin- 
Goddard divorce or a Barrymore 
death was still of prime interest to 
Joe Doughboy. Chaplin-Goddard un- 
splicing rates a two-column cut and 
generous story on page four of the 
initial issue of Yank, the Army’s new 
newspaper for its overseas troops, 
while John Barrymore’s demise got 
him two photos and a full column 


(Continued on page 18) 











Trade Press Outfitting 
Astoria Recreation Hall 


Appeal is being made within the 
film industry for equipment for the 
now almost bare recreation hall at 
the Army’s Training Film Produc- 
tion Laboratory, in the former Par- 
amount studios at Astoria, L. I. Unit 
recently moved there from Fort 
Monmouth, N. J. Committee of trade 
press execs, headed by Jack Alicoate, 
has taken it upon themselves to ob- 
tain the equipment. 


Pledge has already been received 
from Warner Bros. for a pingpong 
table, from Metro for a piano, Na- 
tional Screen Service for a combo 
phono-radio, and United Artists for 
four lounge chairs. Urgently needed 
are games, records, books, magazines, 
chairs and tables and pictures. 

Contributions, whether in the form 
of the actual equipment or a check 
to provide it, may be sent to the 
Signal Corps Photographic Lab fund 





in care of ‘Variety,’ N. Y. 
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Universal Pictures 











ABBOTT and COSTELL 


“Abbott and Costello demonstrate conclusively once more that they 
are the funniest pair in Hollywood.” 


—HOWARD BARNES, New York Herald Tribune. 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


Under Personal Management of: EOWARD SHERMAN 


THE BERLE-ING POINT : 


By Milton Berle 





+ 








PH +oos 


Broadway sure is a hot place. You'd think I was an outlaw, the way 
they've turned the heat on....Tried to get some sleep but it wasn’t any 
use. I finally solved the heat problem by going to bed with my fan mail. 

They have a very novel way of keeping the patrons cool at the hotel 
where I'm stopping. A midget sits on your head and fans you with a 
piece of confetti....Walked down Broadway and ran into an agent who is 
so tight-fisted he won’t even perspire freely....Walked into Paul Smal] 
at Lindy’s and there is a smart guy. He was wearing a shirt made out 
of blotters. Lindy was a little short-handed in the herring department.... 
200 had already left for the mountains to enjoy their annual vacation. 
Poor Jack Zero was so limp from the heat, a herring bit into him twice 
before Jack could spear him with his fork. 


Personal Luggage 


Saw Fred Allen who told me that he'd been accorded a signal honor. 
The bags under his eyes have just been made official Gladstones. Stopped 
into the Capitol theatre to see the picture ‘Broadway’ and it was so cold 
inside, the actors on the screen were wearing fur coats. 

Broadway's a funny place. It’s the only place in world where you can 
walk into a theatre and freeze to death, and go out in the street and get 
a sunstroke. 

While waiking along Broadway I signed so many autographs, my mother 
couldn’t use her right hand all day. It started to rain so I ducked into 
an auction shop for a while. I siarted to bid and before I knew it I had 
purchased a solid platinum watch for five bucks. (It’s platinum spelled 
B-R-A-S-S)....Stepped into the Theatrical Pharmacy and saw 40 social 
directors....(String of Berles). I knew they were social directors be- 
cause they all had plates of borscht tattooed on their chests....Bought a 
magazine there and got the shock of my life. It wasn’t spotted with egg 
stains and coffee. 

Strolled down Seventh avenue and heard a girl say to her friend, ‘That 
fellow must be from Hollywood, who else would wear a sign saying ‘I’m 
appearing in ‘Whispering Ghosts’ at your local theatre.’ ’....Got a little 
hungry so I walked into the Automat. Automat, that’s where sandwiches 
are in solitary confinement. Somehow the wires got crossed. When I put 
a nickel in the slot for coffee, the spigot started to sing “Tangerine’.... 
Was that place crowded. Several acrobats walked in and they had to sit 
three-high. 

Friendly Letters 


I went back to my hotel and found a lot of mail waiting for me. After 
reading it I turned it over to the F.B.I. (I’m not safe anywhere!) I don't 
really like the hotel....they don’t let you iron in the elevators. They 
have a sign at the clerk’s desk which reads: “Two can live as cheaply as 
one....provided one sleeps in the linen closet’....I walked into my room 
to take a bath, It has a modernistic tub....an eye dropper with faucets 
....also a marvelous system to take the place of towels. After emerging 
from the tub, you ring a bell and a Broadway character comes out of the 
woodwork and starts making with the hot air. Presto, and you're dry. 
Rang for a bellboy to run an errand for me and when he arrived I had a 
terrific urge to find out why they’re called bellboys. I tapped him with a 
hammer and what do you know....he didn’t chime. 

Invited to Frame Himself 

Got a long distance call from 20th Century-Fox. They advised me that 
they’d just purchased a wonderful picture for me....all I had to do is 
buy the frame. They also advised me that in my next picture I will do 
something completely different....I'll play a human being. 

Decided to take a whirl at the night spots again, so I donned my soup 
and fish, this time without the horseradish, and ventured forth. Arrived 
at Leon and Eddie’s and was about to go in when I was accosted by 
Broadway Rose. She told me that she was very mad at the Government 
because it took her rubber sneakers away (Catch On Keds). Rose also 
invited me to be her guest at the cocktail room of Bellevue Hospital, 
where she is now a hostess. Finally brushed her off with a baseball bat 
and walked into Leon and Eddie’s. Eddie Davis was in the midst of one 
of his parodies that was so risque..-..his voice blushed. 

Ran into Henny Youngman there, who told me he’d just signed a ter- 
rific contract....to restring violins. Finally was seated and sat so close 
to the stage, I got caught in one of Al Siegal’s arrangements. Susan Miller 
sings “Tangerine’ so forcefully, I got hit with the pits. Left there after 
awhile and strolled over to the Stork Club ...The waiters at the place are 
doing so terrific, they no longer live two in a penthouse. 

Ran into Dorothy Kilgallen, who told me she was going to write a story 
about my life....as a warning to small boys. 





‘Variety’ Story Inspired | Author of Shangri-La 
Current Minute Man Drive 


i 
Official of the New York State Just Misses Doolittle, 
War Bond and Stamp Committee told ° 
showmen that the current Minute The Shangri-La Flyer 
Man exploitation campaign was in- 
spired by a page one story in ‘Va- : 
riety’ several weeks ago to the effect Memphis, June 16. 
that the Four-Minute Man of World General Jimmie Doolittle, Ameri- 
War 1 was coming back into theatres. | can flyer who bombed Tokyo from 
The. Four-Minute Man idea was| Shangri-La, crossed the trail of 
for four-minute speakers in theatres| James Hilton, the author, who 
to urge purchase of Liberty Bonds. | created the mythical Tibetan Utopia, 
Minute Man ad copy in the dailies; here last week. But they didn’t 
is currently preparing public for ad- | meet. 
Hilton came to Memphis for back- 
ground material on another Yankee 
hero of World War II, Lieut. Com- 


ditional bond and stamp purchases. 
mander Corydon Wassell, the former 


High Bracket Clan medical missionary whom President 

? Roosevelt seaeted oul for ero in 

Blamed for H wood his radio talk April 28, the British 
USO Quota Flop 


author having been hired by Cecil 
B. DeMille, to do the script on De- 

Hollywood, June 16. 
Film industry contributed $143,- 


Mille’s film biography of Wassell. 
Doolittle was here on a_ secret 

military mission, his presence con- 
152.41 to the USO, falling short of its| cealed from the public until after 
quota of $150,000. High salaried pic-| his departure. Neither knew the 
ture people who have neglected to (Cantinued on page 18) 
contribute are being paged this week 
to make up the required sum. Wil- 
liam Koenig, head of the industry 
campaign, reported the returns from 
individual organizations: 

General Service Studios, $335.10; 
Monogram, $525; Walt Disney Pro- 
ductions, $1,228.50; Producers Releas- 
ing Corp., $117.25; Technicolor, $1,- 
222.15; Hal Roach, $1,015; Edward 
Small Productions, $527; Alexander 
Korda Productions, $316; David O. 
Selznick Productions, $940: Samuel 
Goldwyn Studios, $2,256.50; Republic, 
$4,102.06; Allied Industry Groups, 
$2,943; Artists Managers Guild, $5,- 
000; Columbia, $7,374.75; RKO, $8,- 
723; Universal, $9,500; Warners, $19,- 














N. Y. Cinematic Literati 
Feting Bill Fadiman 


Story editors of the major com- 
panies, publishers, agents and other 
of his friends are taking over the 
second floor of Sardi’s, N. Y., next 
Monday (22) for a farewell luncheon 
for William J. Fadiman, who has 
been Metro’s eastern story editor. 

Fadiman leaves for the Coast next 
Wednesday (24) to become assistant 
to Kenneth MacKenna, chief of 
Metro’s story and writing depart- 
ments, Olin Clark, who was asso- 
ciate editor of Liberty Mag, took 





000; Paramount, $16,641.82; Metro, 


over Fadiman’s eastern post Mon- 
$33,246.19, and 20th-Fox, $28,084.65. " 


day (15). 
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PIX GO HUNTING FOR GALS 





H'wood Tans Its Ingenuity, Cutti 


-+ 





all 


Corners to Get Under $5,000 Ceiling 








Hollywood, June 16. 

There’s a $5,000 ceiling on studio 
gets, by edict of the War Production 
Board, and the picture people are 
most anxious about and, indeed, in- 
sistent upon keeping within the 
strict letter of the law. But there’s 
one prop alone in the Warners pic- 
ture, ‘Watch On the Rhine,’ that 
cost $50,000 if it’s worth the change 
out of quarter. None the less, 
everything is strictly according to 
Culbertson. 

The $50,000 prop didn’t cost the 
studio a nickel. It’s a huge crystal 
chandelier, which was needed for a 
scene depicting . the German em- 
bassy in Washington. Glittering 
gadget came out of the drawing 
room of Jack Warner’s home. 

That’s one way in which Holly- 
wood currently is resorting to in- 
genuity, instead of carefree exuber- 
ance, in the matter of production. 
Here’s another: 

Paramount needed a boat, a big 
boat, in its $2,000,000-budget produc- 
tion, ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls,’ It 
had a very splendid bomber-type 
plane, but no boat. Warners needed 
a bomber for ‘Air Force’ and had 
only a boat from its ‘Across the 
Pacific.’ So Warners now has Par’s 
bomber and Par has Warners’ boat. 

That, however, is just a part of 
the pattern by which Hollywood is 
settling down to the grim but neces- 
sary business of turning out cost- 


(Continued on page 52) 
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H’wood Ersatz 





Hollywood, June 16. 

Diversion of material used in 
pictures into defense plants re- 
veals that substitutes are in use 
at the studios for 50 basic items 
necessary to war production. 

On the ersatz list are wood 
and concrete for steel, wood for 
wrought iron, ferrous metals for 
bronze and brass, copper for 
galvanized iron, plaster work 
and cloth for wall board and 
Douglas fir plyboard panels, 
papier mache for liquid latex 
and sponge rubber, cellulose 
tape for rubber bands. 

Other substitutes are in proc- 
ess of experimentation by tech- 
nical experts who estimate there 
will be standing material for 
nearly every item used in pic- 
tures but more vital to war pro- 
duction. 


Music Pub Abe Olman’s 
6-Year-Old Daughter 
May Be Metro Find 


Caroline Olman, six-year-old 
daughter of the general manager of 
Metro’s affiliated music publishing 
interests, is expected to be the an- 
swer to the three-month search by 

















MELVYN DOUGLAS SLAPS: 
CUTENESS IN WAR NEWS 


Boston, June 16. 

Certain radio broadcasts and gov- 
ernment officials were accused of 
presenting the war to the American 
public in a silly and frivolous fash- 
ion by Melvyn Douglas, film actor, 
speaking at the United Nations Flag 
Day benefit here at the Boston Gar- 
dens. 

‘There is nothing cute about this | 
war,’ Douglas said. ‘We should not | 
mix up jingles and entertainment | 
with announcements of men dying 
in battle and ship losses. In an at- 
tempt to present the news pleasant- 
ly, radio is injecting entertainment 
as a comedy relief in the midst of 











‘The American public is adult and 
can take its war news straight. The 
soldiers and sailors have to take it 
in undiluted forms. The public is 
being told much nonsense in an 
amusing way about how the saving 
of rubber will win the war. 

‘The men who are fighting and 
dying on the battléfields of the 
world will win the war. There is 
nothing cute about thousands of men 
dying daily. The rationing and con- 
servation program should be pre- 
sented without frills in a forthright 


manner, People. read their news in| 


straight, undiluted form in the news- 


papers and so it should be presented | 


on the radio.’ 





WORTH A MILLION 





That’s Value Put On A&C Via U | 


Insurance Policy 





Hollywood, June 16. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello have 
been insured for $1,000,000 by Uni- 
versal, with policies split up among 
30 insurance companies, 

Comic team, currently playing in 
“Who Done It,’ hops off Aug. 1 on 
@ War Bond selling tour of 30 cities, 
traveling chiefly by airplane. 


Heflin’s Army Number Up 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Last picture for Van Heflin for 
the duration is ‘The Man on Ameri- 
ca’s Conscience,’ currently in work 
at Metro. Actor will be inducted 
into the Army as soon as the film is 
finished. 

Heflin was also slated for a top 
role in the David O. Selznick pro- 








ient department 


the studio for a kid to play the title 
role in ‘Journey for Margaret.’ Tal- 
interviewed 1,600 
children in its quest, and the studio 
was just about to the point of shelv- 
ing the picture when the diamond 
was discovered in its own backyard. 

Curiously enough, however, it 
wasn’t through her father, Abe Ol- 
man, g. m. of Robbins, Feist and 
Miller musie publishing outfits, that 
little Caroline was discovered. Al 
Altman, Metro’s chief talent booner 


|in the east, who has been directing 
|the search, found her in, a routine 


| gander at the kids in the Professional 
| Children’s School, N. Y. 

He directed a test of her at the 
Fox-Movietone studios in Manhattan 
last week and preliminary reports 


|from the studio are favorable. Only 
|fear is that she is slightly too old, 
\the kid described in W. 
War news. | story, 


L. White’s 
from which the pic is being 
made, being only four. 


METRO PARADES STARS 
IN ‘YOUNGER PROFESH’| 


Holly wood, June 16. 








stars across the screen in ‘The 
Younger Profession,’ central figure 
of which is Virginia Weidler, play- 
ing the role of an autograph hound 
|rambling through the Culver City 
| studio. 

Producer is Benny Zeidman, who 
is lining up all the studio names for 
incidental bits, something 
Paramount idea in 
Rhythm.’ 


Cliff Hall Cut Up in Row, 











Cliff (‘Sharlie’) Hall, who was se- 
verely cut up last Thursday night 
(11) in a West 44th street, N. Y., 
bar by a Canadian soldier wielding 
a broken glass, may retain the sight 
of his right eye after all. He is cur- 
rently in the N. Y. Eye & Ear Hos- 
pital, where he. has already under- 
gone plastic surgery. 

Hall, best known for his work 
with Jack Pearl (‘Vas you dare, 
Sharlie’), says that he had been rib- 
bing the Canadian soldier, an Amer- 
ican found to have been arrested 
two or three times before going to 
Canada to enlist. He was held for 
felonious assault, after it had been 
established -that he first broke the 
glass on the bar and then jabbed 





duction, ‘Keys of the Kingdom.’ 


Hall with the jagged edge. 





MALE RANKS FAST 
BEING DEPLETED 


Call Up Juves for War Duty 
As Fast As They Are De- 
veloped — Studios Playing 
It Safe With Femmes and 
Story Values 








LIKE LAST WAR 





Hollywood, June 16. 


‘Cherchez la femme! Find the 
Woman,’ invariably said Inspector 
Curio of the Paris Surete with a 
knowing smirk whenever, in the 
pages of French detective fiction; 
something very drastic had happened 
to somebody. Like, say, a slightly 
severed wishbone. So? So that’s 
approximately what the heads of the 
Hollywood studios are saying now. 
For something very drastic is hap- 
pening to them. 

War is drastic, although that isn’t 
exactly what Sherman said. And 
this time, as in 1918, it’s cutting 
Hoiiywood off ai the pants legs. It’s 
calling all male stars faster than 
they can be replaced. It’s even call- 
ing the replacements. 

So, say the studios, why try to re- 

(Continued »n page 38) 


WHITE BKRUPT; 
OWES $100,000 


George White, once in the big 
money on Broadway, went into 
bankruptcy last week, filing a peti- 
tion in Los Angeles totaling liabili- 
ties of ‘more than $100,000.’ The for- 
mer vaude hoofer, who produced a 
series of ‘Scandals’ which vied with 
Flo Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’ and Earl Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities’ when revues .com- 
manded high prices, plans a come- 
back next season. He bought ‘Pan- 
ama Hattie,’ last stage production of 
Buddy DeSylva, and will tour it. A | 
‘Scandals’ picture house unit is also | 
likely to tour. 

When he was in the chips, White 
plunged heavily at the race track | 
At one time he was ahead $500,000 | 
on the ponies and, when advised to | 
quit, said he would run the string | 
to $1,000,000. White thought the | 











Metro will parade many of its | 


like the | 
‘Star Spangled | 


Sight of Eye Endangered | 


races were a soft touch after win- | 
ining $125,000 on a race in which 
|the late Arnold Rothstein also 
(Continued on page 50) 


| 

Barrymore Estate Of 

‘Over $10,000’ Willed 
To Three Children 


Los Angeles, June 16. 

John Barrymore’s three children, 
| Diana, 21; Dolores, 12, and John | 
Blythe, 10, are heirs to his estate, | 
filed for probate in Superior Court. 
His four former wives, Katherine | 
iCorri Harris, Michael Strange, Do- 
lores Costello and Elaine Barrie, 
were expressly barred from inheri- 
tance, nor was any provision made 
for his brother, Lionel, or his sister, 
Ethel. 

Executors of the estate, valued at 

(Continued on page 38) 


British Nitery Ceilings 


London, June 16. 

















has issued an order that the high- 
est prices that may be charged for 
dinner, including dancing and enter- 
tainment, at the high-class hotels 
and restaurants, shall be not more 
than $3.75. 


Lord Woolton, Minister of Food,/ usual at 


U.S. Needs to Produce Films Itself 
To Get Over ‘Factual’ War Message, 
British Propaganda Chief Advises 





Home to Roost 





Hollywood, June 16. 

Warners studio looked like 
homecoming week, with 14 old- 
timers reporting for work on one 
set. Oldsters were Monte Blue, 
Creighton Hale, Fred Kelsey, 
Jack Mower, Leo White, Frank 
Mayo, Mitchell Lewis, Charles 
Dudley, Paul Panzer, Leah 
Baird, Vera Lewis, Lottie Wil- 
liams, Glen Cavendar and Dick 
Johnson, ; 

Title. of the picture is ‘You 
Can’t Escape Forever.’ 


Zanack Back in U. S., 
20th-Fox Execs Meet 
Him Later on Coast 


Col. Darryl F. Zanuck, in England 
for the Army for the past four 
weeks, returned to the United States 
Monday (15). He was in New York 


one day and then went to Washing- 
ton, where he is expected to remain 
for the next couple of weeks. 


Other 20th-Fox execs in the mean- 
time have rearranged their plans 
for a Coast trip in order to meet 
Zanuck at the studio and discuss 
plans for next season with him. 
Prez Spyros Skouras, sales chief 
Tom Connors and pub-ad topper 
Hal Horne will leave New York 
for the Coast June 26. 


Reports from Britain last week re- 
vealed that Zanuck participated in a 
Commando raid and took the whole 
Commando course of training. 


THEATRE AUTHORITY 
SPLITS UP $20,000) 


a 











Washington, June 16. 

Until the United States Governe 
ment goes directly into production 
the U.S. is bound to have haphazard 
success in turning out ‘factual’ war 
films. This is the clearly implied 
belief of Sidney L. Bernstein, head 
of the British Ministry of Informa- 
tion’s motion picture work. 

Careful not to seem to be telling 
us how to run our own affairs, the 
Britisher, at a special showing for 
the press, explained our English al- 
lies did not achieve a satisfactory 
degree of success—from the view- 
point of getting information across 
—until the government began turn- 
ing out its own reels. The British 
industry, including branches of Hol- 
lywood concerns, has pitched in 
whole-heartedly, according to Bern- 
stein, but is naturally looking at the 
boxoffice receipts and is hesitant 
about undertaking numerous ven- 
tures that the various governmental 
agencies wanted pictorialized, 

To provide U.S. officials with cone 
crete ideas of what England has ate 
tempted in the cinematized ballyhoo 
and education line, the British Press 
Service contemplates following up 
Bernstein’s visit with a special show- 
ing of selected English films, Top 
public relations men—from_ the 
White House down—will be invited 
to ogle both the professional and 
governmental product. 

With opinion widespread that the 

(Continued on page 24) 


MARTHA SCOTT'S PLAY 
ON B’WAY THIS FALL 


Martha Scott, who left for the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday) with her hus- 
band, radio director Carlton Alsop, 
is tentatively set to do a Broadway 
play in the fall. She’s due back east 
in August to start rehearsals. , 

Actress’ last legit appearance was 
in Frederick Lonsdale’s ‘Foreigners.’ 
She first drew attention in ‘Our 











Theatre Authority last week split 
a $20,000 melon, made up of the 
15% for show biz charities skimmed 
off the top of all benefits not con- | 
inected with the war effort. Similar | | 
| $25,000 fund was divvied up last No- 
vember. Total distributed since TA | 
| was founded seven years ago is now 
around $150,000. | 

Additional kitty of about $12,000 
has been rolled*up in the past couple 
months, representing 15% from 
Army and Navy Relief shows and 
other war benefits. This is collected 
by the United Theatrical War Ac- 
tivities Committee and will be split 
up later between Theatre Authority 
and the American Theatre Wing. 

Last week’s $20,000 divvy sent 
$1,875 each to Equity, Chorus Equity, 
Screen Actors Guild, American 
Guild of Musical Artists, American 
Federation of Radio Actors, 
| ican Guild of Musical Artists, League 
of New York Theatres and Authors | 
|League to be used for their own 
|charities. In addition 
| went to the Actors’ Fund, Stage Re- | 
| lief, Jewish Theatrical Guild, Epis- 
copal Actors’ Guild and Negro Ac- 
| tors’ Guild. 


Stars al Comics Charity 
Game Not Curbed by War, 


Los Angeles, June 16. 
Annual charity baseball game be- 
tween Comedians and Leading Men, 
in doubt for a while because of war 


restrictions, will be held this year as 
Wrigley Field early in 
August. Proceeds go to the Mount 
Sinai hospital and Free Clinic. 
After a conference with military 
authorities, the game, was placed in 
charge of a motion picture committee 
including George Marshall, Al Ro- 
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The maximum price of any meal 





at least three courses. 


anywhere is to be $1 and consist of | ner, 
| Briskin. 


gell, Edward Sutherland, Jack War- 
Dave Butler and Samuel L. | 


Amer- | | 


$1,000 each | | 
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WAR ACTIVITIES 
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Elmer Davis Says 


Mellett’s Govt. 


Film Bureau Will Continue Its 
Functions; Embarrassed by Praise 


There will be no sweeping changes | 


—for a while, anyway—in the part 
films are being called upon to play 
in the war effort, Elmer Davis told 
*Variety’ Monday (15). Davis admit- 
ted that he the haziest 
knowledge of pictures, although he’s 
anxious to acquire as much knowl- 
edge as possible about them. 

Former CBS commentator was 
named over the weekend to head the 
new Office of War Information, into 
which has been consolidated all Gov- 
ernment agencies dealing with news 
and propaganda. That includes the 
Office of Government Film Coordi- 
nator, which Lowell Mellett heads. 

Despite thé abolition of his office, 
Mellett will ccntinue with the activ- 
ities he was carrying on, Davis as- 
serted. He said that he had spoken 
to Mellett by phone Monday and that 
‘the has promised to go along with 
me.’ 

‘Films are a field in which I am 
only dimly acquainted,’ Davis de- 
clared. “They’re something I must and 
want to learn as much about as I can 
as quickly as possible. I have no 
ideas at ail as yet as to the part 
they should play in the war effort.’ 

He’s had, however, many offers of 
assistance on the film situation al- 
ready, he said, and appreciated all 
help in getting it clarified. He ex- 
pects to get to Washington today 
(Wednesdzy) or tomorrow to get 
into the actual business of handling 
his new duties. 

He stressed that an administrative 
officer, still to be named, would handle 
the actual reorganization of agencies 
consolidated under his command, 
‘This official will determine where 
the former Office of Government 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Ft. Monmouth Preems 
First of 35 Outdoor 
Theatres in Camps 


Fort Mommouth, N. J., June 16. 


First of about 35 outdoor theatres 
to be erected in camps with the 
financial aid of USO-camp Shows, 
Inc.,.has been completed here. It 
was to be inaugurated with the 
*Going to Town’ CSI unit last Fri- 
day (12) but rain forced the show 
indoors. 

Theatre, designed for CSI by Clark 
Robinson, is just about the epitome 
for this sort of thing, with the ap- 
pearance of massive dignity given 
by the stage, its complete equipment 
and the well-laid out and inclined 
seats for an audience of 6,000. There’s 
standing room on the sides for thou- 
sands more. 

Plans are being made to-.yse it 
for films, as well as shows, apd an 
extra, portable apron is being” built 
for the stage to make it suitable for 
dancing. CSI furnished $500 for 
ccnstruction materials, to which the 
camp added from its recreation fund. 
Camp also provided the labor. 

Dimout on the Coast is forcing the 
addition of a canvas top for the stage 
to prevent sky-glow. Lieut. Huly E. 
Bray, Special Services officer here, 
was planning illumination running 
up to 190,000 watts. Dimout orders 
provide the maximum unshielded 
lighting should consist of no more 
than four 75-watt bulbs, 


Sauter, Lastfogel And 
Jaffe’s Western Trek 


Execs of ‘the United Theatrical 
War Activities Committee, scheduled 
to visit Chicago last week to discuss 
coordination there with New York 
and Hollywood on use of talent for 
various activities connected with the 
war, postponed their departure until 
today (Wednesday). Trio going are 
James Sauter, exec director of 
UTWAC; Abe Lastfogel, one of the 
directors and head of USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., and Henry Jaffe, coun- 
sel to the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America. 

Sauter and Jaffe will return to 
New York at the end of the week, 
while Lastfogel will continue on at 
the Coast. After tending to some 
busine.® in Hollywood, he expects to 
take a few weeks’ vacation at Ar- 
rowhead., 


+ 





Eisenhower Aides 


Washington, June 16. 
Administrative officer and No. 
2 man in the new Office of War 
Information is understood prob- 
ably to be Milton S. Eisenhower. 
former chief of the Agriculture 
Department's ramified informa- 
tion services and now head of 
the agency resettling Japanese 
moved from the Pacific Coast 
Eisenhower would serve un- 
der Elmer Davis, head of the 
OWI, and be in complete charge 
of administrative and operating 
matters. 


$50 Pay for Soldiers 
Kayos Camp Credit and 
May Dent Cinemas’ 8.0. 


Washington, June 16. 

New War Department order elim- 
inating post exchange credit, or 
what the Army calls ‘jawbone,’ may 
effect attendance at hundreds of 
service picture theatres. Under for- 
mer policy soldiers could buy the 
coupon books at a 40° discount, re- 
ducing the single admission to 14c. 
Without the books single admission 
was 20c. Under new plan books still 
will be sold, but on a strictly cash 
basis. Previously books were de- 
livered at time of purchase, price 
taken out of the pay envelope. 

Army dimout orders also affect 
Camp open air shows on the Atlan- 
tic seaboard. Only one show a night 
will be given in these areas, as 
against two _ inland. Attendance 
charts show that these free camp | 
shows are now playing to 90% of | 
population as against 70-80% when | 
a 20c admission was charged. First 
ishows at camp, which begin directly 
after dinner, have attracted far bet- 
ter patronage than the second per- | 
formances beginning at 8:30. 

Wiping out credit at post ex-| 
changes is said to be first result of | 
fatter $50 pay envelopes. Reason | 
given to eliminate paper. work | 
and bookkeeping. Cash on delivery | 














| 


is 


and cigarettes in army canteens, 
Hitherto a soldier could put up to 
30% of his monthly pay ‘on the cuff’ | 
at the exchanges. 


Capt. Vincent G. Hart 
Vincent G. Hart, formerly eastern 
head of the Hays office, Production | 
Code Administration arid former as- | 
sistant to the N. Y. State Attorney | 


in the U. S. Army as captain with | 
the Military Police. He will be tem- | 
porarily stationed at Governor's Is- | 
land, New York. 

Hart, who also served as deputy 
state comptroller in N. Y. state and | 
aide to E. F. Jaeckle, chairman of | 





the G. O. P. state committee, re- 
cently had been practicing law in 
New York. He had also been an | 
intelligence officer of the N. Y. 
Guard. 
Republic’s 31 in Service 
Republic Pictures has 31 in U. § 


armed services, the N., Y. 
being represented by eight presently 
serving the colors. The N, Y. branch 
of Republic has one man in the 
army. 

Victor Santomassimo and Fran- 
cis Soule, have tommissions, former 
a second lieutenant in the Army 
while Soule is an Army first lieute- 
nant. 





Ralph Clark; Jr., a Lieut. 

Ralph Clark, Jr., branch manager 
for Warner Bros. in Sydney, Ausiva- 
lia, and son of Ralph Clark, com- 
pany’s Australian managing direc- 
tor, has been commissioned a lieu- 
tenant in the U. S. Navy. Both 
Clark and his father returned re- 
cently from Sydney. 





Majer Anatol Litvak 
Washington, June 16. 
Anatol Litvak has been commis- 
sioned a major in the U. S. Army. 
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WILLIE HOWARD 
Fifteenth successful week, “Prior- 
ities of 1942” 
Theatre, New York. 

“Everytime I see Willie Howard I 
regret the wasted years when I 
didn’t think he was funny.. 
| he’s changed or I have learned bet- 
iter, for he is obviously a 
icomic, and I do not care if 
| peats himself forever.” 
JOHN ANDERSON, 

Journal-American. 
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Showfolk Hypo 


All-Sports Bond 
Rally of 12,000 


By JACK PULASKI 


Show people figured prominently 
in the all-sports carnival held at the 
Polo Grounds Sunday (14) con- 
ducted in aid’ of the Army and Navy 
relief funds. Actors’ contributions 
were on the comedy side, but some 
were inspiring and show business 
provided a change of pace that 
helped provide an entertaining aft- 
ernoon. Humidity and threatening 
weather kept down attendance, but 
more than 12,000 were present. 

Two name bands and comedians 
turned the trick so far as Broadway 
is concerned, with Ray Bolger being 





all over the park. He got yells with | 


his one-man boxing bit, after Joe 


Louis appeared in a four-round ex- | 
is expected to hit hard sale of beer {hibition in a ring pitched around | 


second base. The champ received a 


| scroll from the boxing writers, Jim- 
mie Walker making the address. | 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Uncle Sam’ 
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s Roll Call 


Film director has been working with 
another ex-Hollywoodite, Major 
Frank Capra, on morale films for 
troops for the past few months. 


He turned down a directorial as- 


General, reported for duty last week | signment from 20th-Fox, for whom | 


he recently megged ‘This Above All,’ 
te accept the commission. 





Over 1,000 Filmers In 
Hollywood, June 16. 


Studio survey reveals more than | 


1,000 film workers are with 
armed forces. 
Metro tops the list with 185, fol- 


lowed by 20th-Fox, 137: Warners. 
1125; Paramount, 125; Universal, 93: 
| Columbia, 71; Disney, 58; RKO. 54: 
|Republic, 45; Goldwyn, 34: Leon 
| Schlesinger, 23; Monogram, 21, 
| Roach, 17. 

Al Schwartzberg’s Shift 

Al Schwartzberg, former radio 
xag writer for Lou’ Holtz°and Phil 


Beker and Broadway p.a., who has 
been in service at Fort Monmouth, 
N. J., has been transferred to the 
Training Film Production Labora- 
tory in New York. He’s been doing 
a humor column for the Monmouth 
paper. 

Arthur Adler, of Metro’s h.o. pub- 
licity department, enlisted in radio 








public relations division of Army 
| Air Corps. 
Bud Netter May Join 
Charles (Bud) Netter, son of 


Leon D. Netter, Paramount home- 


going into air service. He grad- 
uated last 
Prep, N. Y., where he had been on 
the football team. Last 


(Continued en page 24) 





at the 46th Street 


. Either 


major 


the | 


office theatre executive, considering 
week from Fordham 


summer 


They Brought Their Own 





worth. 


Baltimore, June 16. 


Visit of war heroes here Friday (12) wound up with $100 bond 
admission shindy at the Variety Club. During a lull in the enter- 
tainment, supplied by acts garnered from the lodal niteries, visiting 
heroes took hold and actually stole the show. 

A bemedaled Scotch youth played the harmonica in potent style and 
gave out with typical ditties of the homeland, while another Com- 
mando provided a sesh of impressions and recitations of professional 
Not to be outdone by the Britishers, Lieut. Elliott Vande- 
vanter, local boy, who attained the Distinguished Flying Cross and 
Silver Star for air exploits in the Philippines, had them rolling in the 
aisles with versions of Eddie Davis’#She Went Up the Mountain’ ditty. 
Vandevanter, celebrating his 25th birthday during his visit here, was 
presented with a cake and all the trimmings during the day’s functions. 











Interpreting the Art 


Among stories that have trickled 
back to Broadway concerning 
reaction of soldiers to legit 
shows toured by USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., during the past 
season—-most of the boys had 
never seen legit before-—-is an 
incident that took place in a 
camp playing ‘Out of the Frying 
Pan.’ 

Soldiers were making so much. 
noise whispering that it was 
necessary to stop the perform- 
ance and ask them to be quiet. 
After this had gone on several 
times, the manager got curious 
about all the talk and decided to 
investigate. , 

What the boys were wuisper- 
ing, he discovered, were expla- 
nations to each other of what 
was happening on the stage. 








‘Heroes Up Against War 
Show in Balto, But 
Get Cheerful Welcome 


Baltimore, June 16. 
| Local visit of the Allied war 
| heroes sponsored by the Treasury 
| Department, and handled by 
| War Activities Committee of the 
| Motion Picture Industry, ran into 
some opposish from the buildup of 
| the Army War Show, which preemed 
on same night, Friday (12). 

Local setup, headed by exhibitor 
Izzy Rappaport, nevertheless put on 











i 


| 





Army War Show Preems Impressively 
In Balto; 160,000 Attendance in 4 Days 


By HOWARD BURMAN 
Baltimore, June 16. 


The Army War Show, slated for a 
tour of 16 cities, preemed here at 
the municipally owned Stadium Fri- 
day night (12). Rain hampered 
opening night attendance, with some 
20,000 spectators scattered through- - 
out the bowl’s capacity of 80,000. 
Considerable pickup was noted Sat- 
urday, with subsequent nights of the 
four-day stay also on the upbeat. 
Advance ticket sale made available 
a combination ticket for 55c, good 
for show and adjoining static exhibit 
under canvas. Otherwise, b.o. was 
sealed at 55c for show and an extra 
25c for the sideshow. | 

Estimated total attendance ‘for the 
four-day run was 160,000, which was 
big considering the weak getaway. 

Layout, which reveals considerable 
showmanship, enlists an army per- 
sonnel of some 1,500 men selected 
from various branches of the army. 
Designated as a special task force 
for further training, outfit demon- 
strates workings of the army in ac- 
tion as well as practical utilization 
of various equipment and materiel 
now being turned out by the nation’s 
war industries. 

Idea behind the promotion is the 


‘stimulation of interest in the army 


the | 


| 


|}a potent welcome for the heroes, | 


starting with a reception at the air- 
| port by the mayor and an imposing 
committee of local biggies from all 
phases of the town’s activity. Fol- 
lowing a trip to the Glenn L. Mar- 
tin aircraft factories and a luncheon 
addressed by Gov. Herbert R. O’Con- 
nor, the thirteen British and Amer- 
ican heroes headlined a _ parade 
through the business sector and to 
the War Memorial Plaza, where a 
rally was addressed by the heroes 
and local officials. 

"Following the rally the group at- 
|tended a dinner at the Belvedere 





| the War show at the Stadium, which 
(Continued on page 22) 





| 
| M’waukee Brewers Cancel 


Party for the Duration 
Milwaukee, June 16. 

Mask Ball, which 
of the town’s most pic- 
and gemuethlich 
events for many decades, 
since the early Germans first began 
making beer in this bailiwick, has 
been called off for the duration of 
|the war, according to notification to 
ithe Auditorium where 10,000 to 12.- 
000 persons were attracted to every 
| presentation nt thedeersichorean 
funfest. 


| 


Brewers’ 
been one 
turesque 
social 


Workers union, sponsors of the 
event, feared some of the maskers’ 
conceptions of what constitutes com- 
edy might provoke trouble. 





Training Army Photogs 


Hollywood, June 16. 
Research Council of Academy of 
Arts and Sciences is setting up a 
special training course for Army 
Photographers, in response to an 
appeal by the War Department. 
Instruction will be supplied by 
studio and news cameramen and 
laboratory workers, Army needs 
hundreds of photographers for the 
Signal Corps. 





has 


Reason is said to be the Brewery | 


as well as an actual demonstration 
(Continued on page 23) 


"American Theatre Wing | 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 








By RADIE HARRIS 


(Chairman, Entertainment Commit- 
tee) 

Two Polish captains, whose har- 
rowing escape from a concentration 
camp disguised as priests and peas- 
ants over several frontiers would 
make thrilling film fodder, paid 
their first visit to the Canteen the 


other night and were immediately 
taken in hand by two of their fei- 
low countrymen, Edward Raquello 


|}and Virginia Harriet. 


Both captains, decorated for brav- 
ery, but who must be nameless for 


| reasons of state, confessed that their 
| first lessons in English were limited 


hotel given prior to the opening of | 


| 
{ 


annual | 
or | 





to three phrases—‘Good 
Good Night, I Love You.’ 
Whereupon we quickly assured 
them that. they had been taught the 
wrong sequence. Chronologically, it 
(Continued on page 22) 


Morning, 


L.A. to N. Y. 


Harold Arlen, 
Wayne Ball. 

Pete Barnum. 
Hugh Braley. 
Macdonald Carey. 
Pat Casey. 

B. G. De Sylva. 
Jimmy Durante. 
Dave Epstein. 
Lena Horne. 
Evelyn ‘Keyes. 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Henry Klinger. 
Henry Lysing. 
Johnny Mercer. 
Mike Newman. 
Oscar Oldknow. 
Jerry Safron. 
Mark Sandrich. 
Robert Taplinger. 
Carey Wilson.’ 


ie 2. Re b. A. 


Carlton Alsop. 
Les Brown. 
Harry Cohn, 
Art Deakins 
Joe Glazer. 
Gilbert Martin. 
Arthur Murray. 
Martha Scott. 
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STRONG SUMMER PRODUCT 





Floyd Odlum Will 


<+ 


Direct RKO 


Affairs More Actively From Now On 





Whether he personally takes an 
executive post in company adminis- 
tration or is prevented from doing 
so due to reasons of health, combined 
with his Government activities in 
Washington, Floyd Odlum will from 
all accounts direct RKO policy 
henceforth. Odlum is also reported 
to have invited Ed Weisl, attorney 
and member of the Paramount board 
of directors, to act as special adviser 
on RKO company matters. Weisl, 
who aided in the Paramount re- 
organization, with his knowledge of 
picture industry matters, could be of 





At a late. hour yesterday J. 
Miller Walker, secretary of RKO, 
Inc., was still uncertain whether 
the RKO stockholders meeting at 
Dover, Del., scheduled for today, 
would proceed or again be ad- 
journed. Meeting has been ad- 
journed twice previously since 
June 3. 

Walker stated there was a 
good chance the meeting would 
be held and that company busi- 
ness would be discussed but 
could not make it definite. 








inestimable value in the RKO setup 
also, if inclined to respond to the 
suggestion. He has been close to 
Odium for some time past and a seat 
on the RKO directorate would not 
be unlikely in that event. 

Odlum and the Rockefeller inter- 
ests are now believed agreed on a 
common policy. Details, such as ap- 
pointment of a chief administrative 
officer for RKO, were reported un- 
settled early this week though some 
talk was current that an acting 
president might be appointed. In 
this connection the names of Ned 
Depinet and N. Peter Rathvon were 
still linked. 

Meeting Today 

RKO shareholders meeting, twice 
postponed previously, is scheduled 
for today (Wednesday) at Dover, 
Del. It is understood that directors 
will be elected and that the resig- 
nation of George J. Schaefer is to 
be acted on. Though unconfirmed 
reports are that most of the 11 RKO 
directors are to be re-elected, Odlum 
has expressed a wish for new blood 
in the directorate. In any event re- 
placements on the directorate could 
be made at any time in the future 
by the controlling interests. Com- 
ing up for reelection as directors are 
Raymond Bill, N. Peter Rathvon, 
Ned E. Depinet, John M. Whitaker, 
Richard C. Patterson, Jr., L. P. Yan- 
dell, T. P. Durell, F. L. Ehrman, L. 
Lawrence Green and De Witt Mill- 
hauser, 

Odlum is still ready tv sell his 
holdings in RKO, from all accounts, 
if a good enough offer is made. Od- 
lum has invested over $6,000,000 in 
the company and is asking between 
$7,000,000 and $8,000,000. An offer 
close to that figure would be given 
serious consideration. So far, how- 
ever, offers from the various groups 
interested in buying into RKO have 
been so far below expectations Od- 
lum has said they’re laughable. De- 
spite this, some groups are still try- 
ing to work out a deal, figuring on 
the company’s strong theatre hold- 
ings and willing to speculate on the 
studio’s chances of turning out some 
good product next season. 


Briskin’s New Col. Deal 


Hollywood, June 16. 
Sam Briskin has been given a five- 
year contract at Columbia with his 
duties curtailéd to that of a pro- 
ducer. His former status was ex- 
ecutive producer, 


He'll function with rest of the 


plant's producers until such time as 
he is called to military service. 











Still Think So? 


Hollywood, June 16. 
‘Wontderful World’ is the title of 
the new Lum and Abner, starting 
this week at RKO. 


Comedy is being produced by Jack 
Votion. 





Schaefer’s Statement 





Following reports prevalent 
for around three months that 
he was stepping down as presi- 
dent of RKO, George J. Schaefer 
issued the following statement 
last Friday (12): 

‘Mr. Schaefer today stated 
that some time ago he had in- 
formed the principal stockhold- 
ers of RKO that he did not wish 
to continue as president or be 
re-elected at the annual meet- 
ing of the stockholders. He has 
also advised his board of direc- 
tors that while he had been con- 
templating such action for some 
time he would be willing to 
go along as at present until the 
annual meeting of stockholders, 
providing this meeting was not 
unduly delayed. This meeting is 
now scheduled to be held on 
Wednesday, June 17, at Dover, 
Delaware.’ 

Schaefer has been on a week- 
to-week basis with RKO for 
some time past. Actual date of 
his departure has not been set, 
although he has been figuring 
on pulling out of his office at 
RKO around June 30, perhaps 
earlier. 

The RKO board of directors 
has not yet acted upon Schaef- 
er’s resignation, but is expected 
to do so following stockholders 
meeting. 


Prefer Actioners 


Now With Topical 
Wartime Flavor 


Minneapolis, June 16. 

In this territory, which always 
has been one of the best for west- 
erns anywhere, the horse operas are 
slipping in favor of more ttmely 
presetit-day war action films, local 
exchanges reveal. Grosses for the 
westerns have dropped in most spots 
as much as 60%, not due as much 
to the general boxoffice slump in 
the smaller towns, because of loss of 
population to the armed forces and 
larger cities (although this also is a 
factor),.according to branch man- 
ager and salesmen’s interpretation 
and analysis. The principal reason 
for the current trend is a change 
in public taste in these small towns 
and rtral communities, in the trade’s 











opinion. 
When they crave for shooting, 
rooting, tooting action pictures, 


which they still do, they now want 
this fighting and these thrills in 
films having to do with the present 
war, it’s declared. They’re con- 
cerned with the present at this time 
and they don’t want to go back to 
the past, according to the trade. 
The numerous ‘epics’ and more 





| April, 


KIM AT LOCALES 
HAVING TOP POPS. 


Flock of Biggies on the Way 
Due to Key Cities’ Expect- 
ancy for Record In-Town 
Residents — Industry Also 
Wants to Rush Out In- 
spirational Wartime Pix 








ROSTER OF FILMS 





Fact that most key cities expect to 
have their largest ‘summer popula- 
tion’ in history this year is bringing 
out more big boxoffice pictures than 
ever before in 1942’s hot weather 


season. This, coupled with the de- 
sire of the industry to launch as 
many big wartime inspirational sub- 
jects as possible, immediately figure 
in the upbeat of strong screen fare 
this summer. Numerous major com- 
panies expect to have at least one 
of these ‘tough’ war pictures avail- 
able for exhibitors in the next two 
months, 


String of strong product, some of 
it not definitely set on actual release 
dates but expected to hit the mar- 
ket in the next 60 days, is virtually 
unheard of for the torrid weather 
period. 

While they may be overly opti- 
mistic, numerous distributors are 
fairly well sold on the idea that the 
size of the theatre audience in main 
key cities will be unduly big this 
summer, It’s predicated on the idea 
that the bulk of residents in the 
larger communities are resigned to 
no out-of-town vacations or of 
spending only half of it away from 
home at some nearby spot. 

Aside from cashing in on this sit- 
uation, the industry feels that the 
public will be in a show-going mood, 
and that this will extend not only 
to theatres but night clubs and simi- 
lar entertainment. 

Included in the list of sturdy fea- 
tures expected out before September 
or already on release for the sum- 
mer are ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ ‘This Above 
All’ ‘Eagle Squadron,’ ‘Wake Island,’ 
‘Magnificent Dope,’ ‘Take a Letter, 
Darling,’ ‘10 Gentlemen from West 
Point,’ ‘This Gun for Hire,’ ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind,’ ‘Atlantic Convoy,’ ‘Road 
to Morocco,’ ‘Flying Tigers,’ “Tales of 
Manhattan,” ‘Pardon My Sarong,’ ‘In 
This Our Life,’ ‘Wings for the Eagle,’ 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ ‘Juke Girl,’ 
‘Sergeant York,’ ‘Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ and ‘Holiday Inn.’ 


NICK SCHENCK, RUBIN 
UNLOAD SOME LOEW’S 


Washington, June 16. 
Holdings of Nick Schenck, presi- 
dent of Loew’s, Inc., in common no 
par value stock of the company, 
were whittled to 1,017 shares last 
the Securities & Exchange 








| Commission reported today. 


elaborate westerns produced by the | 
major companies during the past few | 


years also have 
for the more 
which fermerly 
vor, 


‘spoiled’ 
modest puppetry ers 
enjercthemssucy ta 
branch managers assert. 





‘Par Knocking Down Old 


Sets to Salvage Lumber 


Hollywood, June 16. 

In line with war economy, Para- 
mount is knocking down a number 
of standing sets on its ranch near 
Triumfo to recover 250,000 feet of 
lumber, worth about $60,000. 

Trucks carrying loads to _ the 
ranch will be used to transport the 
lumber back to the studio, thereby 
utilizing gas and rubber that would 
otherwise be expended in loadless 
driving. Salvaged boards will be 
used to build new sets whenever the 
occasion arises. 





the public 


| 





Schenck was shown to have un- 
loaded 1,800 shares of the stock 
toward the end of the month. Only 
other transaction in Loew’s papers 
was sale of 100 shares by J. Robert 
Rubin, New York v.-p. Rubin 
wound up at the end of April unxith 
10,315 shares. 

Except for the sale of 100 shares 
of General Theatres Equipment 
Corp. capital no par value, no other 
film stock transactions were re- 
corded by the S.E.C. Edward C. 
Delafield, New York director, did 
selling, reducing his account to 300 
shares. 





S. A. Lynch in N. Y. 


S. A. Lynch, operator of the Para- 
mount houses in Miami, Miami 
Beach and vicinity, arrived in New 
York Monday (15) to discuss thea- 
tre matters with the Par homeoffice 
executives. Trip is of a routine na- 
ture, 

Lynch will probably return to Mi- 
ami by the end of the week. 








IRKO Seeks Unfreeze of $2,800,000 
British Coin for Immediate Cash; 
Discuss Theatre Dept. Changes 





Metro’s Negro Talent 





Metro has inked Kenneth 
Spencer, Negro baritone, and 
Moke and Poke, Negro comedy 
team, for roles in forthcoming 
‘Cabin in the Sky.’ . Spencer, 
currently at Cafe Society, N. Y., 
will play ‘De Lawd’s General.’ 

Moke and Poke will do a 
specialty and may also have act- 
ing roles. They, Spencer and a 
number of other Negro actors 
were tested by Al Altman, 
eastern talent exec for Metro, in 
New York last week. 

‘Cabin’ is skedded for the 
cameras Aug. 15. 


Negroes Ask For 


Better Shade In 
Pix; Lawyers Too 











End of Hollywood’s traditional 
portrayal of all Negroes as fear- 
some of spooks: and rolling their 
eyes will be sought by Walter 
White, president of the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People, in confabs with film 
execs on the Coast next month. 
White will huddle with the studio 
officials following the annual meet- 
ing of the NAACP in Los Angeles 
July 15. Wendell Willkie, 20th-Fox 
board chairman, will be principal 
speaker at the meeting. 


White said he would seek ‘fairer 
representation of the Negro in pic- 
tures.’ He explained, ‘I don’t think 
Hollywood should make a hero of 
the Negro, because not many Ne- 
groes are heroes, just as not many 
white people are heroes. However, 
we do wish films would give the 
Negro his normal place in the 
world.’ 

Just as Hollywood now puts one 
out of each 15 persons in a crowd 
scene in uniform, which is the ra- 
tio of servicemen to the rest of the 
population, so White desires that one 
out of 10 persons be a Negro in 
normal pursuits. For instance, in 
shots of Grand Central Station, he 
asks that Negroes be shown not only 
as porters, but as travelers, too, just 
as they are in real life. 

Situation has improved immeas- 
urably in the past few years, White 
declared. He cited ‘In This Our 
Life’ (WB) as the high point in 
Negro treatment in films. Also a 
scene in ‘Saboteur’ (U) in which 
the crowd viewing the inside of the 
Statue of Liberty included a Negro. 

White had planned to go to the 
Coast last month for confabs on the 
problem, but postponed his trip be- 
cause of the absence in England of 
Darryl F. Zanuck. White said Za- 
nuck has been particularly inter- 
ested in the subject. MHe’s slated 
to talk next month with Walter 
Wanger and David O. Selznick, 
among others. 


Lawyers Again Beef 
At Hollywood’s ‘Libel’ 


Recent action of the Westchester 
Women’s Bar Assn., in launching a 


national effort to improve portrayal | 


of the judiciary and legal profession 
in films, is being bréught to the at- 
tention of the Mofion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn. as well 
as the Screen Actors’ Guild and the 
Actors’ Equity Assn. via written 
protest. Other bar associations have 
sent squawks to the Hays office, and 
in each instance the MPDDA has 
Stressed the fact that producers are 
cautioned by the Production Code 
Administration on every film in 
which attorneys figure. But as has 
been cited in these replies, it is im- 
(Continued on page 55) 
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With departure shortly of George 
J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, the most 
important phase of recent directors’ 
meetings has been concerning 
finances. Schaefer reportedly has 
been in Washington several times 
recently on negotiations whereby the 
U.S. government might help unfreeze 
$2,800,000 of the more than $3,000,000 
which RKO has tied up in Great 
Britain and other British posses- 
sions. The hope is that the U.S. 
could take over these cash assets, 
which could be used by our Gov- 
ernment offices abroad, and thus 
permit RKO’s liquid usage of Amer- 
ican funds on this side. 


Should the coin plan prove feas- 
ible, RKO would receive approxi- 
mately 60% of the $2,800,000, or 
$1,680,000, which would be made 
available in U. S. funds. The other 
48% would be divided among RKO’s 
independent producers like Samuel 
Goldwyn and Walt Disney. 

RKO has, in the meantime, re- 
duced indebtedness on the $3,000,000 
revolving fund with Bankers Trust 
to around $1,000,000 via the weekly 
repayment plan under which the 
fund is used. This gives RKO lee- 
way for $2,000,000 in borrowings 
from Bankers Trust. 

No great difficulty is foreseen in 
financing next season’s film produc- 
tion if Floyd Odlum (Atlas Corp.) 
decides to continue backing the com- 
pany. 

Also under consideration currently 
is the realignment of some of the 


top ranking theatre department 
heads, this possibly altering re- 
sponsibilities currently vested in 


Malcolm Kingsberg, vice-chairman 
of the board and executive vice- 
president Keith-Albee-Orpheum. In 
line with a general survey of the 
sundry departmental executives, pos- 
sibility is that toppers will be placed 
over each affiliate of RKO—produc- 
tion, distribution and exhibition— 
with none dependent entirely upon 
any single top executive as was the 
case with Schaefer's presidency. 
Alternatives 

RKO could, of course, also raise 
additional coin via bond issues, 
mortgaging its profitable RKO the- 
atres, but this move is not favor- 
ably regarded within the company 
and is uniikely, except as a last 
resort. 


Meantime, Schaefer is planning to 
pull eut of RKO around the end of 
this week if the board of directors 
acts on his resignation following 
stockholders’ meeting scheduled in 
Dover, Dei., today ‘Wednesday) af- 
ter two adjournments. It has been 
generally expected for some time 
past that Schaefer would step down 
as RKO prexy though no exact date 
was set. 


Though no successor to Schaefer 
has yet been named both Ned De- 
pinet, vice-president in charge of 
distribution, and N. Peter Rathvon, 
Atlas Corp. rep on the board of 
directors, have figured prominently 
in récent discussions for realign- 
ment of top administrative duties. 

In this connection reports late last 
week were to the effect that Floyd 
Odium and other interests in RKO 
were considering a proposal to elect 
Depinet president of RKO Radio 
Pictures and Pathe, while Rathvon 
would become president of RKO, 
Inc., and other subsids. 


Depinet was president of Pathe 
until about a year ago when 
Schaefer, as RKO president, also be- 
came prexy of the news and short 
subjects affiliate. 

Pathe News and shorts under 
Depinet, with Harry Michaelson di- 
rectly responsible for sales, turned 
over approximately $600,000 in dis- 
tribution fees to the RKO parent 
company last year, plus a profit of 
$150,000. 

Election of an RKO chairman of 
the board of directors, for the time 
being, is likely to see retention of 
Richard C. Patterson, Jr. 

Reports are that changes in RKO 











theatre operating departments will 
be thoroughly gone into shortly. 
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16 Par Directors Reelected; 


Indemnification By-law Passed 


—_—— 


Sixteen present directors were re- 
elected and the additional bylaws 
providing for idemnification of di- 
rectors, officers and employees and 
providing for changing the location 
of principal office to New York, 
were adopted by overwhelming 
margins at the annual stockholders 


meeting of Paramount Pictures yes- 
terday (Tuesday) at the company’s 
N. Y. offices. Moves principal office 
from Millbrook, Duchess Co., N. Y.., 
to New York City. 

Action on the indemnification 
amendment was not taken until after 
attorney David Ratner, counsel in 
one of minority stockholder suits 
pending against the corporation, had 
officially registered a protest against 
adopting the by-law. He based his 
objection on several technical rea- 
sons as well as the fact the by-law 
applied to past, present and future 
omployees, directors, ete. Barney 
Balaban, president, then read a let- 
ter, previously sent a stockholder 
who had raised objections similar to 
those outlined by Ratner, in which 
every angle of the by-law was clari- 
fied. Austin C. Keough, general 
counsel for the company, also point- 
ed out just how the by-law would 
operate and how no indemnification 
could be made without full court ap- 
proval. He also stressed that the 
directorate could not make any sef- 
tlement without full court approval. 
Keough further stated that all em- 
ployees were included because this 
was considered the most impartial 
method. 


James Fuller, at the meeting as a 
representative of a stockholder own- 
ing 50 shares, kept the earlier por- 
tion of the session in more or less an 
uproar with countless questions 
which became so personal that Bala- 
ban, chairman of the meeting, ruled 
him completely out of order. Later 
the stockholders, by virtually unani- 
mous vote, asked for his removal 
from the meeting. However, Fuller 
was allowed to stay, but in a more 
peaceful manner. He was verbally 
identified by a Paramount stock- 
holder present who claimed he was 
the same man who kept a recent 
General Foods stockholders’ session 
disturbed with his cross-examining 
attitude. 


One unidentified stockholder raised 
the point that if a $25,000 ceiling was 
placed on earnings by the US. 
through taxation, there was some 
chance of picture producers paring 
down the larger salaries paid film 
stars in Hollywood. Par executives, 
while admitting such was theoreti- 
cally possible, if such a ceiling is 
established, they thought very few 
salary trims would be installed in 
actual practice. 


Patient 


Balaban as well as other company 
officialls were remarkably patient in 
answering numerous inquiries about 
money, investments, ete. Fuller de- 
manded to know what each director 
on the board earned. No reply was 
given on this because deemed not 
pertinent. Later this was cleared up 
with the statement that the direc- 
tors as such receive nothing except- 
ing the usual fee for attending di- 
rector’s meetings, running from $25 
to $50 a session, 


It was brought out during the dis- 
cussion that whereas Stanton Grif- 
fis, chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, formerly was on a full-time 
salary basis, such situation did not 
exist for the last month. This pre- 
sumably referred to Griffis’ action in 
taking himself off the regular com- 
pany payroll in order to devote 
more time to Navy Relief activity, 
since he is chairman of the the- 
atrical division. 

It was revealed that 1,000 em- 
ployees of Paramount now are serv- 
ing the colors, and one stockholder’s 
resolution that the meeting express 
its appreciation of such patriotism 
was unanimously adopted. Copies of 
the resolution will be sent to every 
Par employee in service, 


Tally showed 3,810,162 votes, well 
over 70% of possible total, repre- 
sented by 2,111,157 shares of stock 
(69.8% of all stock outstanding), 
were eligible to participate at the 
session. 

Directors reelected were Neil F. 
Agnew, Barney Balaban, Stephen 
Callaghan, Y. Frank Freeman, Har- 
vey D. Gibson, A. Conger Goodyear, 
Stanton Griffis, Duncan G. Harris, 
John D. Hertz, John W. Hicks, Aus- 
tin C. Keough, Earl I. McClintock, 
Maurice Newton, E. V. Richards, 


_Edwin L. Weis! and Adolph Zukor. 
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Welcome Sounds 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Republic has found a way to 
put a nuisance to picture mak- 
ing to work. With the skies in 
the immediate vicinity of the _ 
valley studio alive with the 
droning of airplane motors, the 
sound is being captured for the 
track of a film which has to do 
with Asiatic warfare in the air. 

That’s for free even though 
Aimy regulations forbid photo- 
graphing of the training and pa- 
trol ships and necessitates use of 
non-military craft which can 
easily be miniatured or modeled. 


Case Vs. Exhib Who 
Molested 6-Yr.-Old 
Dropped By Parents 


Cleveland, June i6. 

Samuel W. Gerson, 57-year-old 
owner of the Royal, nabe, was freed 
of a felonious assault charge last 
week because of lack of prosecution 
by the parents of a 6-year-old girl 
whom he admitted molesting last 
November. 


Married exhibitor admitted in a 
signed confession that he molested 
the child on three different occasions 
in his theatre according to Detective 
Sergeant Myron Shattuck. Latter 
further testified that the youngsier’s 
dad had been offered a $750 settle- 
ment and that he had advised him 
not to take it. Father dropped case 
because he said he didn’t want to 
bring any more grief or mental 
agony to his daughter. 

When he refused to prosecute at 
the last moment, the county grand 
jury was forced to no-bill the case, 
doing so reluctantly. If it had gone 
through, the jury’s foreman com- 
mented, Gerson ‘undoubtedly would 
have been indicted.’ In his state- 
ment the exhib said he knew he was 
doing something ‘wrong’ in molest- 
ing the child but that ‘she appealed 


to me because of her affectionate 
nature.’ 


WB'S DISTRICT AND H.0. 
EXECS IN N. Y. CONCLAVE 


Ben Kalmenson, general sales 
manager for Warners, has scheduled 
a two-day sales meeting at the home- 
office, July 2-3, which will be at- 
tended by h.o. executives and all 
the company’s district managers to 
discuss plans on 1942-43 sales. With 
a national convention highly un- 
likely, the N. Y. sessions will prob- 


ably be followed by local regional 
meetings. 


In addition to Kalmenson, the 
July 2-3 meeting will be attended by 
Roy Haines, Arthur Sachson, A. W. 
Schwalberg and Norman Moray of 
the h.o. forces and nine district man- 
agers from the field. 


Selznick, Stromberg 
Not on Goldwyn’s Lot 


Hollywood, June 16. 

David O. Selznick has decided not 
share Sam Goldwyn’s lot with him 
and remains at the RKO-Pathe 
studio in Culver City. Goldwyn 
made all manner of concessions to 
Selznick, even agreeing to turn over 
his private offices to the producer, 
but Selznick figured it more ad- 
vantageous to stay put. 


Also nixing Goldwyn’s offer for 
space on his lot was Hunt Strom- 
berg, who is still shopping around. 


Par Setting Sales Bonuses 


All of the district sales managers 
of Paramount will mect at the Par 
homeoffice on Friday (19) to work 
out final details on the distribution 
bonus plan for selling forces an- 
nounced by Neil F. Agnew at the 
recent regional sales meetings. 

Bonus plan will be retroactive to 
the start of the current selling sea- 
son on 1941-42 product. Its ad- 



































ministrative operation will be set up 
at the June 19 meeting. 


No Grass Grows Here 


Hollywood, June 16. 
Universal was the first studio to 
hop on the Naval battle of Midway 
Island as a picture theme. 
Sea fight has been written into the 
serial, ‘Don Winslow of the Coast 
Guard,’ produced by Henry MacRea. 


Balaban Reviews 
Consent Selling, 
Other Problems 


Problems posed by the Consent 
Decree selling which has increased 
Paramount's film inventory by ap- 
proximately $9,000,000 in the past 17 
months, and the necessity of dis- 
lodging frozen funds in tho foreign 
market if the American industry is 
to continue the number and quality 
of features, were highlighted in 
Barney Balaban’s report to the Para- 
mount stockholders annual meeting 
yesterday (Tuesday). 

Balaban stated that the large in- 
ventory increase is due principally 
to provisions of the decree requir- 
ing tradeshowings before release of 
features, making it necessary to 
carry a greater number of produc- 
tions in inventory. The new plan 
(UMPI) was mentioned as requiring 
further changes in method of dis- 
tribution. 

Pointing out that Paramount has 
a substantial amount due from sub- 
sidiaries in Great Britain, Australia 
and other Empire countries for its 
share of film rentals that are re- 
stricted, the Par president said it is 
the contention of the company and 
the American industry that such 
frozen funds should be released and 
that ‘earnest presentation is being 
made to that end.’ 

He told of some $4,800,000 re- 
ceived from Britain during 1941. In 
contrast, he estimated the company 
received $1,000,000 in revenue from 
Canada. 

Balaban outlined the steps taken 
in the past 12 months in simplifying 
the corporate structure by redeem- 
ing 3%% debentures clearing up 
certain notes and other obligations, 
issuing long-term debts at 4% and 
calling in the second preferred stock. 
He said the company had considered 
the redemption of the first preferred, 
but no action had been taken thus 
far. He said Par’s subsids in Eng- 
land paid off mortgage obligations 
totalling $1,650,600 in full last year. 
Balaban related how Paramount 
had borrowed $6,000,000 last Janu- 
ary from four banks on unsecured 
notes at 2%% per annum, this being 
advisable because of expenditures 
made for additional film inventory. 
The net income of Par is running 
ahead of last year and indications 
point to second quarter earnings ex- 
ceeding the $1,904,000 in the second 
quarter last year, according to Bala- 
ban, 

Besides outlining strong product 
currently available, Balaban stated 
the Par production organization, ‘be- 
lieving that there are in the present 
war incidents of major importance 
so dramatic that they lend them- 
selves to film picturization, is just 
completing the story of Wake Island. 
. .. In addition, Cecil B. DeMille is 
now working on the story of Dr. 
Wassell, which was referred to by 
our President in his recent fireside 
chat.’ He said the company believes 
both will be of great inspirational 
and patriotic value. 

Balaban outlined how the whole 
Paramount organization including 
subsidiaries and affiliates is render- 
ing all possible assistance to the 
Government’s war effort. 


Raft Back at Warners 


Hollywood, June 16. 

George Raft returns to Warners 
for the star spot in ‘Background to 
Danger,’ with Sydney Greenstreet in 
the top support role. 

It will be Raft’s first job on the 
Burbank lot since he co-starred with 
Edward G. Robinson in ‘Man Power.’ 


Brief But Plentiful 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Metro has 10 briefies in prepara- 
tion, indicating heavy production of 
short subjects on the Culver City lot 
this season. 

Slated for early filming are two 
Our Gang comedies, three specialties 
by Pete Smith and the rest by John 























Nesbitt and Carey Wilson. 


Attorneys Masterminding UMPI Plan 
To Provide for All Contingencies 





7 


Hotter This Time 


Hollywood, June 16. 
King Brothrs, who lost a 
photo finish to 20th-Fox in the 
race for titular rights to ‘Hot 
Rubber,’ are ot taking any 
chances on the next priority 
rationing. 
They have registered ‘Hot 
Gas,’ a yarn about the petrol 
racket, for Monogram release, 


Columbia to Make 48 
Features, 16 Westerns; 
Budgeted at $18,000,000 


Announcement of 48 features and 
16 westerns for 1942-43, plus the 
usual pep talks about next season’s 
product marked the opening day of 
Columbia Pictures’ convention, 
which started a three-day session 
yesterday (Tuesday) at Warwick 
hotel, N. Y. This lineup is nearly 
the same numerically as in the cur- 
rent season but stress was laid on 
the number of top-bracket produc- 
tions. Production budget is placed 
at around $18,000,000. The fact that 
the company is entering the Techni- 
color field with two vehicles also 
was emphasized. 


The four Rita Hayworth features 
are to be among the productions for 
which Columbia will demand top 
terms. Lineup also includes ‘The 
American Way,’ George S. Kauf- 
man-Moss Hart play which Sidney 
Buchman has adapted: a Jerome 
Kern musical; “The Commandos,’ 
with Paul Muni starred, and a Cole 
Porter musical, besides the color pix. 
Latter will be ‘The Cover Girl,’ with 
Miss Hayworth, and ‘The Despera- 
does,’ outdoor opus from the Court- 
ney Riley Cooper novel. 


Company places the Fred Astaire- 
Rita Hayworth starrer, ‘The Gay 
Senorita,’ high on its list. Another 
Hayworth production will see the 
femme star teamed with Humphrey 
Bogart in ‘Defense Town.’ Colum- 
bia also will bring together its ‘Girl 
Friday’ combo, Cary Grant and 
Rosalind Russell, in a new feature. 
Melvyn Douglas is slated to play op- 
posite Irene Dunne in another im- 
portant vehicle. 


The Cole Porter musical, ‘Gang’s 
All Here,’ will include Don Ameche, 
Jack Oakie and William Gaxton. 
Randolph Scott and Claire Trevor 
get the important leads in the’ com- 
pany’s first Technicolor picture, ‘The 
Desperadoes,’ currently in produc- 
tion. 


Short subject list has been bol- 
stered by the Kate Smith song sub- 
jects, marking the return of the 
songstress to the screen. She will 
make eight, to be known as ‘Ameri- 
ca Sings with Kate Smith,’ series 
being sponsored and net proceeds 
going to the USO. 


Jack Cohn, company’s v.p., opened 
the session with the customary wel- 
coming speech, meeting then being 
placed in charge of Abe Montague, 
sales chief. More than 90 delegates 
are attending, representing home- 
office executives, division managers 
and branch managers from the do- 
mestic and Canadian branches. Harry 
Cohn, Columbia’s president, is also 
here from the Coast for the con- 
vention. 

Montague told the convention at 
the initial session that Columbia will 
top last season’s domestic gross by 
at least $4,000,000 this year. Not 
only is the company enjoying the 











greatest year in dollars grossed. but 


also in the number of accounts 
served, number of films sold each 
account and number of shipments 
made, for Columbia’s fiscal year 
ending next June 30, he informed the 
sales force. Company reached an 
all-time high this season with 780 
more contracts on its books than last 
year, major portion of its product 
going to 10,780 theatres. 

Today is regional day at the con- 
fab, with salesmen meeting in dif- 
ferent groups to discuss terms to be 
asked on principal features. An all- 
day outing is the main event tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Field exploitation staff of Colum- 
bia will huddle in a series of meet- 
ings during the convention with 
David A. Lipton, ad-publicity chief, 
and Frank P. Rosenberg, exploita- 








tion manager. 


= 


Going over the tentative draft of 
the United Motion Picture Industry 
sales plan, attorneys who are putting 
it into legal language are wrestling 
with certain problems for which 
some satisfactory provision will be 
made before the formula goes before 


Judge Henry W. Goddard in N. Y. 
federal court. Among other things, 
while pointed out the intent of the 
whole UMPI pian ts clear as worked 
out by exhibitor ana distributor com- 
mittees, some matters remain to be 
taken care of before the plan can go 
into practice. 

Point No. 1 of the UMPI selling 
formula is as follows: 

‘Features are to be offered to ex- 
hibitors in groups representing, in 
each case, not less than 25% of the 
company’s anticipated annual output 
up to 12 pictures per group, and not 
more than four groups per year.’ 

The probiem on this point is what 
occurs when a distributor sells pic- 
tures selectively to Radio City Music 
Hall, N. Y., or other large buyers in 
the open market, Obviously, the dis- 
trib cannot make deals in such cases 
when restricted to offering not less 
than 25%. 

Another angle concerns the distrib 
who might want to make more than 
48 pictures a season. If held to a 
maximum of 12 films four times 
yearly, the question is what happens 
to any additional films. In order to 
be covered on this point, it is prob- 
able that if a distrib schedules more 
than 48 on a season, he wili be per- 
mitted to sell five times yearly. 

In the UMPI plan, also, nothing is 
covered as to what a distributor is 
to do with the designated pictures 
that an exhibitor cancels, except that 
rejected films from one group cannot 
be re-included in a subsequent group. 
Supposition is that films that have 
been cancelled by one exhib may be 
offered to any other exhib, whether 
a regular customer or not. 

Under the old, full-line selling an 
exhibitor who cancelled a picture 
relinquished all rights to buy it back 
at some later date. Distribs enforced 
this ruling so that an exhib wouldn't 
cancel a picture sold to him under 
the contract at one price and a few 
weeks later come along wanting to 
buy it back at a shorter rental. 

The UMPI clause concerning re- 
jections states that ‘the time and the 
manner of cancelling to be agreed 
upon.’ Before the plan becomes final 
and goes into effect this will no doubt 
be amplified, it is understood. 

Any dispute with respect to 
whether or not there was a devia- 
tion in identification shall be subject 
to conciliation or arbitration to be 
agreed upon. Since the sales plan 
itself is of first importance, the mat- 
ter of setting up arbitration, based 
on many recommendations already 
made, will come later. No meetings 
of the Committee of the Whole to go 
further into arbitration or other mat- 
ters are presently scheduled. 

UMPI legal committee, of which 
Austin C. Keough is head, is con- 
tinuing meetings this week, mean- 
time keeping in close touch with 
the three exhibitor members of the 
drafting committee, Abram F. Myers 
of Allied States Assn.; George P. 
Aarons of the United Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, southern New Jersey and 
Delaware; and Robert Barton of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Virginia. 





Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, June 14. 

Marilyn Maxwell, singer, inked 
player pact at Metro. 
William Thomas renewed for one 
year as an actor at Metro. 
David Lang, Polly James, Brainard 
Duffield, DeValon Scott and Warner 
Law, junior writers, drew new con- 
tracts at Metro. 
Muriel Roy Bolton’s scripting op- 
tion lifted by Paramount. 

Phil Silvers optioned for 
months at 20th-Fox. 

Louis La Planche’s player option 
picked up by Paramount. 
I. A. L. Diamond, writer, renewed 
by Paramount. 

Maurice Clark inked writing pact 
at Paramount. 


six 


George Holmes’ player option 
hoisted by 20th-Fox. 
DeWitt Bodeen drew scripting 











ticket at RKO. 
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25% FILM DELIVERY CUT 
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Double Duty for Films in Distribs 
257, Conservation Plan to Avoid U.S. 
Rations; Studios Can't Save Enough 





Faced with impending Govern- 
ment reguiation, arbitrarily curtail- 
ing use of raw film stock, members 
of the board of directors of the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 
tors met in New York yesterday 
(Tues.) to consider immediate steps 
for voluntary conservation of film 
at the studios and in distribution. 


Realizing that the War Production 
Board will clamp down with a ceil- 
ing on film, and that maximum sav- 
ings can be made in cutting the 
number of prints used in distribu- 
tion, major company executives are 
considering a plan evolved by sales 
heads and their assistants which 
would include a print ceiling where- 
by every print would do double 
duty. Average print now playing 25 
or’ 30 accounts would have to be 
used for as many as 50 or 60 book- 
ings. Fresh prints would go largely 
to the first run accounts; while 
smaller operators, in nearby metro- 
politan areas, who have been get- 
ting new prints early, would be 
obliged to wait until first-run show- 
ings are played out. 

Objective of at least a 25% saving 
in film, considered necessary to 
show War Production Board officials 
that the film industry is approach- 
ing the problem realistically, from 
all accounts cannot be achieved by 
tightening up on shooting schedules 
at the studios alone. 

Eastern executives find that 
Hollywood has placed a major por- 
tion of the film conservation prob- 
lem in their laps. A switch in cur- 
rent distribution practices would 
make it impossible for small town 
theatres to get fresh prints on na- 
tional release dates. 

Meeting yesterday, from accounts, 
broke up without any uniform form- 
ula applying to all companies being 
reached. A flexible system, whereby 
the sales heads of each major distrib 
will determine how much cutting 
can be done, will likely result in a 
favorable showing prepared for the 
meeting with Harold Hopper, of the 
m.p. unit in WPB, in Washington on 
June 23. 

Majority of company heads are of 
Opinion that film conservation is 
mainly an_ exhibition - distribution 
problem, and that the method of 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Here’s Homer 





Hollywood, June 16. 
New cartoon character has 
been conceived for a series of 
animated shorts about carrier 
pigeons, to be made by Walter 
Lantz for next season’s Univer- 
Sal program. 
You guessed it. 
Homer Pigeon. 


Fewer Prints May 
Cause Clearance 


To Be Extended 


—_—-—_— 


The name is 








While exhibitors are always try- 
ing to change clearance against 
themselves on One ground or an- 
other, in major distributor circles it 
is said no movement has been made 
to revise schedules due to changed 
conditions resultant from war. 


In fact, it is pointed out that the 
print problem which will grow pro- 
gressively more serious, makes it 
dubious whether distributors could 
upset clearance schedules as they 
now stand by reducing the so-called 
‘protection’ between theatres and 
runs. If anything, the scarcity of 
prints may make it necessary to 
lengthen clearance, while no doubt 
there will be plenty of cases where 
various.runs will be forced to wait 
longer than their clearance period 
before getting a print from the local 
exchange. 


Also, length of clearance becomes | 


of less importance for towns which 
play up to 60 days behind release | 
or later, especially those which have | 
only one or two houses and follow 
some nearby or distant situation, In 
that town people will be forced to 
stick to its confines due to the car 
problem, tires, gas rationing, etc., 
with result there will not be the 
same tendency to travel to some 
other place to see the pictures ear- 
(Continued on page 24) 





Dimouts Creating Localized Film 


Patronage; Biz on More Even Keel 


Localization of business and better 
distribution of patronage within the 
confines of cities, towns and villages, 
is resulting from dimouts, practice 
blackouts and gas rationing in the 
17 Atlantic coast states affected, ac- 
cording to reports trickling in from 
the field. 


Operators are of the opinion that as 
the strain on cars, tires and travel 
increases there will be a similar tend- 
ency of trade to become localized, 
placing all theatres on a more even 
keel in accordance with their im- 
mediate drawing population. 

It is believed that this will be a 
healthy condition, placing most all 
theatres in the position where they 
will know just about what they can 
expect regularly in the way of at- 
tendance and thus be able to guide 
themselves accordingly on operation, 
prices, film deals, etc. 

However, certain situations stand 
to suffer, including beach resorts, in- 
land mountain towns or resorts and 
centers which may have become 
Overseated as result of attracting 
patronage from miles around. At the 
Same time though, the towns from 
which the trade was drawn will re- 


tain it and thus they should prosper | be 
through the vicissitudes of war, ra-| 


tioning, etc. 


|proved in 








REALISM, NOT PFD. 


Selznick’s Researcher Finds 
Fang Don’t Care 








Majority of filmgoers have no ob- 
jection to improbable coincidence in 
film plots, Dr. Leo Handel’s Motion 
Picture Research Bureau says it has 
interviews with New 
Yorkers. Fifty-one percent of those 
asked said they didn’t mind the un- 
likely sequences, 26% declared they 
didn’t like them at all, 11% didn’t 
give a darn, 5% thought it depends 
on the picture, and the rest have no 
opinion. 

Dr. Handel’s investigatory work 
into the likes and dislikes of film 
audiences is partially financed by 
David O. Selznick. Method he used 
in this study, in place of the regular 
questionnaire, was to sit down and 
discuss the matter with the ques- 
tionees. He did not cover fantasies, 
such as ‘Topper’ and ‘Mr. Jordan.’ 





METRO’S ‘SEATTLE’ 
Hollywood, June 16. 
Next in Metro’s ‘City’ series will 
‘Seattle.’ 


Lana Turner is starred and John 


W. Considine, Jr., produces. 


Film | 


CARRIERS FACE 
PROBLEM JULY | 


Reduction of Mileage 25%, 
and Other Rules in Trans- 
porting Film by Car, May 
Mean Later Playoff—Re- 
vamp of Booking and Ship- 
ping Seen 





ee 


AN ODT RULING 





Confronted with the difficult task 
of reducing the mileage film trucks 
may travel by 25%, by order of the 
Office of Defense Transportation, 
effective next July 1, the National 
Film Carriers Association yesterday 
(Tuesday) huddled with district and 
exchange supervisors of picture 
companies in an effort to realign 
national booking and shipping setup 
of the industry. Representatives of 
the ODT at Monday’s session read 
the three-page edict on curbing film 
carrier delivery service and ex- 
plained all phases of the ruling. 

Near the close of the first day’s 
session of the Film Carriers at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y., delegates reached 
the conclusion that the ODT ruling 
would force a complete revamp of 
the film business’ booking and print 
shipping. It became apparent to 
Film Carrier reps in attendance that 
the ODT slash would force distrib- 
utors to take longer in covering 
playdates per picture. Recently, the 
streamlined film carrier system had 
enabled distribs to play out an av- 
erage feature in five or six months, 
but the new Government edict prob- 
ably would require film distributors 
eight to nine months to cover ac- 
counts. 

Besides the outright demand for 
reduction in mileage by 25%, ton- 
nage rules are laid down to force 
each truck to be loaded to certain 
capacity. This has been worked out 
according to size of truck and di- 
mension of tires. Film carriers must 
have a 100% load on outbound trips 
land 75% on returning trips. 


Fewer Pickups, Deliveries 


In round numbers, the film carry- 
jing truck company which covered 
| 10, 000 miles in 1940 would be able 
lto cover only 7,500 this year under 
the ODT ruling. This will result in 
less pickups and less deliveries, ac- 
cording to opinion expressed by del- 
egates. Because the order specifies 
as to number of stops that can be 
made, Film Carriers fear there will 
be plenty of confusion unless ex- 
hibitors and distributors cooperate to 
the utmost, For example, a truck 
may have to deliver a Universal 
feature and a Fox Movietone news, 
but there is no waiting for the news- 
reel if it is not prepared for trans- 
portation by the shipper. 

Under the old streamlined meth- 
ods of servicing accounts, exhibitors 
were rushed prints by motorcycle or 
small truck or even motor car when 
special service was demanded. Ap- 
parently all of this specialing is out 
under the ODT edict, because in 
many spots this is expected to nar- 
row down to one-a-day delivery and 
| pickup. 

Where exhibitors don’t have their 
‘shows’ ready for return to the dis- 
tributor or next playdate this is go- 
ing to ‘wash out’ a number of screen 
shows. The only way the next ex- 
hibitor can get prints will be 
through the exchange and even then 
the delivery by train or mail is like- 
ly to be uncertain. Consequently 
the distributors and Film Carriers 
are mulling a plan of educating ex- 
hibitors on the necessity of prompt 
return of prints; otherwise, there 
will be a string of missouts for 
subsequent exhibs, 











Zorina in ‘Rhythm’ 
Hollywood, June 16. 
Paramount assigned Joseph Sis- 
trom as associate producer on the 
forthcoming musical picture, ‘Star 
Spangled Rhythm.’ 
Late addition to the cast is Vera 
| Zorina, leading a 
titled ‘Black Magic.’ 











ballet sequence | 


‘Par and Skouras, Century Circuits 
Still Apart; Link Skouras’ Reported 
Theatre Additions to Distrib Feud 





Stellar Forecast 





An indie exhib in a New York 
nabe claims there’s only one 
type of double-feature that 
counts at the boxoffice these dog 
days. 

The titles: ‘Overcast Skies’ and 
‘A Slight Drizzle.’ 


Hays’ Board OK 
On Film Census; 
Coe Named V. P. 


—_-_—__—_ 








Half of the Eastern Public Rela- 
tions Committee’s program of plan- 
ning, covering an industry census 
and a news letter, was adopted by 
the adjourned session of the Hays 


office directorate on Monday (15). 
The other portion of the PRC plan- 
ning setup will be taken up later. 
This covers a market analysis of the 
film business or a continuing survey 
to seek out current flaws. 

The census of the industry, aside 
from compiling factual data on num- 
ber of employees and their jobs in 
different branches of the business, 
will collect information on actual 
number of film theatres in opera- 
tion, actual seating capacity, price 
scales, etc. It was pointed out fol- 
lowing the meeting that the nose- 
counting procedure will be con- 
ducted so as not to offend anybody 
or any particular group. This was 
stressed because some exhibitor 
organizations always have fought 
shy of such census idea. 

The news letter, to be sent out 
‘from time to time,’ likely will be a 
twice-monthly affair, containing so- 
called factual data about the film 
business. Effort will be made to 
obtain wide coverage for such letter, 
possibly by spotting in different 

(Continued on page 24) 








Viewing the Skouras and Century 
circuits in New York City as a dead 
issue so far as its product is con- 
cerned, although some overtures for 
peace have been made, Paramount is 
now selling its sixth block to inde- 
pendents in opposition to the two 
chains, and, according to the sales 
department, will also shortly make 
available its seventh (final) group on 
this year’s program. 

Thus Par will ride out the entire 
season without the 85 theatres in the 
Skouras-Century circuits, which it 
has sold for years. In addition to its 
regular groups, Par also will offer 
‘Holiday Inn’ and ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ to indies under separate con- 
tract, as elsewhere. 

Recalcitrance of both the Skouras 
and Century chains in yielding to 
deals with Par, and, on the other 
hand, an equally determined stand 
by Par not to give its pictures to 
either circuit at assertedly ‘unfavor- 
able terms,’ makes this the only ma- 
jor break of the season between a dis- 
tributor and any large buyer. While 
a few occurred and others were 
threatened, peace in each. case was 
quickly achieved, but Par has stuck 
by its guns, regardless of the playing 
time involved in the Skouras-Cen- 
tury schism. 


Emigrant Bank’s 26 Houses? 


During the past week a story was 
circulated to the effect that the 
Skouras circuit, headed by George 
Skouras and now operating around 
65 houses in Greater N. Y., Long 
Island, northern New Jersey and 
lower N. Y. state, was dickering for 
26 theatres in which the Emigrant 
Industrial Savings Bank, N. Y., has 
an interest. Par believes that this 
report got around with the possible 
thought that it ‘might frighten Par’ 
into making a call on Skouras with a 
peace pipe in its hand, but it isn’t. 

According to an official of the Em- 
igrant Industrial Savings Bank, it has 
some mortgages on a few theatres, but, 
without going into its record, it was 
doubted they were into as many as 
26 houses. Also, it was added, there 
are no negotiations between the bank 
and Skrouras, although pointed out 
it is possible the circuit may be dick- 
ering individually with some owners 
ef houses on which the bank holds 
mortgage paper. 





Public Clamor for Sunday Shows 
For Soldiers Kayomg Blue Laws 





Forces, local and statewide, which 
have kept Sunday shows out in 
many territories, notably the South, 
are meeting with much resistance as 
result of war and the cry that is be- 
ing sent up to provide every pos- 
sible means of entertainment for 
servicemen. 

Pointed out in theatre operating 
circles that authorities and others 
who have kept Sundays closed up 
are now somewhat on the spot be- 
cause of the importance of amuse- 
ment for soldiers on their days off, 
and a tendency on the part of the 
public to favor Sunday picture or 
other shows. Any argument against 
Sunday shows now is a rather weak 
one, it is stressed, with result the 
war may prove the means of re- 
pealing or easing old Sunday clos- 
ing laws. 


Recently the ice was broken in 
Mississippi, where theatres have al- 
ways been closed. Protagonists of 
Sunday shows brought about a test 
case in Jackson, with theatres now 
open on Sunday and likely that sim- 
ilar moves will be made in other 
parts of the state. 

Latest Southern wedge in favor of 
Sunday operation has been made in 
South Carolina, with statewide re- 


|}peal of the Sunday laws possible 


there. 
in the South have 


Mosi states 





option, while in Florida Sunday 
operation is okay everywhere. 

In Alabama, which has local op- 
tion, virtually all towns of any im- 
portance are, however, on seven-day 
operation, including Birmingham, 
Montgomery, Anniston, Auburn, 
Bessemer, Jasper, Selma, Troy, Tus- 
caloosa and Tuskegee. 


Most of Georgia also runs sever 
days, while in Tennessee some points 
are open Sundays, including Chatta- 
nooga and Memphis. North Caro- 
lina also is under local option, with 
some towns on a six-day basis, 
others seven, 





8. C. Court Decision 
Spartanburg, S. C., June 16. 

Surprise decision by the South 
Carolina Supreme Court virtually 
lets bars down on hotly-centested 
Sunday movies in this Bible-belt 
state, it is believed. 

High court ruled that army air 
base, under construction at Green- 
ville, large industrial city 30 miles 
from here, would allow Sunday pix 
there when base is completed. Rul- 
ing was coupled with a decision dis- 
solving an order formerly restrain- 
ing official action against Sunday 
baseball in Greenville and denied a 
permanent injunction requested to 


local | restrain officers. 
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FILM REVIEWS 
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Wednesday, June 17, 1942 





HOLIDAY INN 


(MUSICAL) 


Paramount release of Mark Sandrich pro- 





@uction, directed by Sandrich. Stars Bing 
Crosby, Fred Astaire; features Marjorie 
Reynolds, Virginia Dale, Walter Abel. 
Irving Berlin’s songs; idea also hy Berlin. 
Screenplay, Claude Binyon; adapted by 
Elmer Rice; musical arrangements, Rob- 
ert Emmett Dolan; camera, David Abel; 
editor, Ellsworth Hoagland. Tradeshown in 
N. ¥X June 12, ‘42. Running time, 
100 MINS. 

Simm BALA. nc ccccccccccceseecss Bing Crosby 
Ted Hanover....ccccecssssees Fred Astaire 
Linda Mason......ssee+: Marjorie Reynolds 
Lillie DixOm...csccoccecseeees Virginia Pale 
Danny Reid.....-ccccccccessee Walter Abel 
DAMS. 2 2c ccccscccses neces Louise Beavers 
Francois..... .eeeeeees- Marek Windheim 


Asst. Headwaiter bie woeperane Jacques Vanaire 
Cigarette Girl Judith Gibson 
Vanderbilt.......ceeeeeeeccees Sheby Bacon 


WORN. cccccccccsesetecesioees Joan Arnold 


eee ee 





Paramount has decided to ‘special’ 
this Irving Berlin filmusical, and 
rightly so. It’s a standout film. With 
those Berlin tunes, a strong story 
content and Bing Crosby and Fred 
Astaire for the marquee it’s an un- 
deniable boxoffice parlay, a winner 
all the way. isa 

Loaded with a wealth of songs, it’s 
meaty, not too kaleidoscopic and 
yet closely knit for a compact 100 
minutes of tiptop filmusical enter- 
tainment. The titular ‘Holiday Inn 
idea is a natural; and Berlin has 
fashioned some peach songs to fit the 
highlight holidays. A couple are a 
cinch to take their place as Amer- 
ican popular song standards, along 
with his now classic ‘Easter Parade, 
which is naturally reprised for the 
musical setting of that holiday. Plus 
‘Lazy,’ another Berlin oldie, these 
are the sole two revivals—the rest of 
a prolific score is wholly original. 

Plot is a new slant on a back- 
stage story. Crosby is the crooner, 
Astaire the hoofer, partnered with 
brunet and fickle Virginia Daie. 
Latter jilts Crosby for Astaire (who 
subsequently becomes No. to a 
Texan millionaire) which thus leaves 
the frankly lazy Crosby to carry 
out his ‘Holiday Inn’ idea on his own. 
The crooner has figured out there 
are some 15 holidays in the year and 
by operating a Connecticut road- 
house on those festive occasions only 
he can loaf the rest of the 340 days. 

Thus are strung together these 
songs and ideas: ‘White Christmas’; 
‘Let’s Start the New Year Right’; 
‘Abraham,’ a modern spiritual for 
Lincoln’s Birthday holiday; ‘Be Care- 
ful, It’s My Heart’ (St. Valentine’s 
Day); ‘I Gotta Say I Love You,’ 
‘Cause I Can’t Tell a Lie’ (Waszing- 
ton’s birthday); ‘Easter Parade,’ of 
course; ‘I’m Singing a Song of Free- 
dom,’ wherein Crosby, attired as the 
Freedom Man (with a snatch of ‘Any 
Bonds Today?’) introduces himself 
as an American Troubadour (and he 
epitomizes that to the hilt, incident- 
ally); ‘I’ve Got Plenty to Be Thank- 
ful For’ (with cute calendar busi- 
ness of should it be Nov. 20 or 27th?), 
and so into Xmas and New Year’s 
again. 

These are backgrounds for the 
basic triangle, with Crosby and As- 
taire friendly feudists, first for Vir- 
ginia Dale and later for Marjorie 
Reynolds. Latter, a blonde new- 
comer, is a comely looker of much 
talent, poise and versatility, who 
will certainly calendar her own pro- 
fessional prominence from the 
springboard of this Crosby-Astaire 
filmusical. Picture does plenty for 
her; in brief, a new Par star may 
indeed be born from the impetus of 
‘Holiday Inn.’ 

Cast as a stagestruck gal, through 
a spontaneous sequence of events 
Astaire wants her to be his new 

artner, after the vacillating Miss 

ale lams it for the Texas millions. 

Crosby’s sentimental somnolence 

keynotes the rest of the action. The 

finale ends, as it started, with a 
apollenge routine, ‘T'll Win Her With 

inging’ vs. ‘ll Win Her With 

Dancing,’ and Astaire gets a modi- 

cum of a happy ending when the 

fickle Virginia Dale returns, having 
discovered the Texan was a phoney. 

The play-within-a-play events in- 
clude ‘You’re So Easy to Dance 
With,’ Astaire’s apesia specialty 
with the attractive Miss Dale, and it 
pitches to a climax when Hollywood 
talent scouts buy Crosby’s ‘Holiday 
Inn’ idea for a filmusical. This in- 
cludes a film break for the not too 
happy Marjorie Reynolds, and ends 
happily when the crooner comes to 
the Coast for the final scenes. 

Mark Sandrich’s production and 
direction are more than half the suc- 
cess of the picture. He has trans- 
muted the Berlin idea—the song- 
smith has been nursing this theme, 
along with the companion songs for 
some time—with understanding and 
feeling for his subject, plus consum- 
mate showmanship, verve and tempo. 
In this he has been aided by a good 
Claude Binyon screenplay from 
Elmer Rice’s adaptation. 

Sandrich hasn’t permitted the illus- 
trated song idea to dominate, and at 
the one point when the audience ex- 
pectancy might be that the sequence 
of holidays— Lincoln, Washington, 
St. Valentine, Easter, July 4, ete— 
may be just one roadhouse whoopee 
after another, with appropriate 
scenic divertissement, the tempo 
changes, The thought is maintained, 
but subordinated to the romance 
interest and dramatic action. 

The supposed joys of life in the 
country are given a human reverse 
twist, showing Crosby trying to keep 
warm, toting logs, currying pigs, 
stacking hay, and altogether belying 
his ‘L-a-z-y, I Wanna Be Lazy’ 
theme. But the roadhouse idea, open 


Bee Shaws : — fe a 
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on holidays only, affords him that 
bucolic yen, and yet keeps him in 
show business. 

With Louise Beavers as his house- 
keeper, and her two cullud kids, 
Shelby Bacon and Joan Arnold, for 
comedy assists, the Abraham Lincoln 
motif keys a corking ‘Abraham’ 
spiritual, which Crosby croons to 
wow effect. In the St. Valentine set- 
ting, Astaire finally catches up with 
his mysterious new partner, Miss 
Reynolds. Previously he had done a 
dandy stew dance routine with her, 
but his memory was blacked out by 
the hangover. 

In the powdered wig motif, to 
match Feb. 22, the jealous Crosby, 
at the ivories, jazzes up Astaire’s 
svelte spinet-style routines by jam- 
sessioning his combo. This is good 
comedy and 52d street stuff. 

The July 4 production effects 
afford Astaire a whale of a fire- 
cracker dance specialty. on top of 
Crosby’s own ‘Song of Freedom.’ 
This, of course, is a setup for the 
cinematic mortage of U. S. planes, 
battleships, aramaments, MacArthur, 
F.D.R. and finally Old Glory. That 
kinda puts a topper to the George 
M. Cohan technique—in spades. But 
it fits the occasion and, in the 1942 
idiom, it’s topical and socko. 

Besides the sterling work of the 
male stars and their featured femme 
vis-a-vis, Walter Abel is standout as 
the agent, and Marek Windheim, in 
a bit, isn’t easily forgotten, 

The production is ultra, and the 
musical interpretations, with Bob 
Crosby’s Bobeats backing up brother 
Bing, make the song idioms ultra- 
modern. Abel. 


EAGLE SQUADRON 


Hollywood, June 13. 


Universal release of Walter Wanger pro- 
duction. Features Robert Stack, Diana 
Barrymore, John Loder, Eddie Albert. Di- 
rected by Arthur Lubin. Original screen- 
play by Norman Reilly Raine; from Cos- 
mopolitan story by C. 8S. Forester; camera, 
Stanley Cortez; special effects, John Ful- 
ton; assistant director, Gil Vallee; dialog 
director, Joan Hathaway; editor, Philip 
Kahn. Previewed in Studio projection room, 


June 12, '42. Running time, 108 MINS. 

CRG TSOWES. hives s ccccccss Robert Stack 
Anne Partridge.......... Diana Barrymore 
a) EE eee John Loder 
i ccreechs 06066 tbs¥o0a0dsen Eddie Albert 
NS 2 9G ore 5 opib%0eb« 6a4ER Yigel Bruce 
DT Usd becthedseeases cokes Leif Erikson 
Wadislaw Borowsky......... Edgar Barrier 
EE Coe ko sikb Ras cee whien > aa Jon Hall 
Nancy Mitchell..........c.:; Evelyn Ankers 


Dame Elizabeth Whitby....... Isobel Elsom 
Aunt Emmeline.............. Gladys Cooper 
Olesen... Alan Hale, Jr. 
i etibegees iedden-eee bras cakes Don Porter 






IN Ss Onwu Sh ctes 6 ob0.060% 0 Edmund Glover 
Pink ktiteneud seeeeeses.. Stanley’ Smith 
Barker. ....cccecccseserscess Howard Banks 


Richard Crane 
Chandler wTT TTT CTT Tee Clarence Straight 





Mise epeeede eke Chtonte’ Richard Davies 
MES catedenrcetbbactetkests Harold Landon 
Mea 004 6:6 oe ced cocie ted ed< Todd Karns 
NS oties key enhiec.s Charles King, Jr. 
PE: <i ncuconea tubs Ghres? Donald Stuart 
Grenfall...... ...-Frederick Worlock 
Air Minister... cveeueeeete Stanley Ridges 
PD un 6nasbeades Cede Robert Warwick 


Lieutenant Jefferys 
Major Severn 
Private Owen 


Richard Fraser 
Trrtryr. Teeert, eee Gavin Muir 
Harold de Becker 


Sergeant Johns.......cceee. Rhys Williams 
Sir James Partridge........ Paul Cavanagh 
. SS | See eee Gene Reynolds 
Black Watch Officer........... Alan Napier 
ns 326i Gd ah Sig be ha eee ah Jill Esmond 
PEC ess eveebiceiteeeeeds Queenie Leonard 
BR ee ee Olaf Hytten 
Sir Charles Porter... ccccccrscccce Ian Wolfe 
+ o045 6st ebd aves babs 62 Carl Harbord 
Sir Benjamin Trask.......... Charlies Irwin 
B MOAR. ceseccecccccrioccecse- Mary Carr 
RUMNGT O) 0 0666409006 600600 0% Simon Olivier 
Ds tadee so tavadWee et 6s<dee William Severn 
OE RO eee eee Linda Bieber 





‘Eagle Squadron’ is a timely and 
topical drama of the American flyers 
who went across to England a year 
ago within the framework of their 
own group designated by the title. 
It’s a dramatic exposition of the air 
attacks on Nazi territory, the ground 
life of the flyers, and a forceful pre- 
sentation of the devastation of air 
raids on London and the English 
countryside. Lending itself to exten- 
sive exploitation, picture will hit a 
profitable groove in the regular runs 
all down the line, despite the lack 
of marquee brilliance of the cast. 

Producer Walter Wanger lined up 
cooperation with the British govern- 
ment to secure authentic shots of the 
air battles, and other material neces- 
sary to dovetaw¥ with the dramatic 
action shot at the studio. Result is 
a workmanlike job all around, for 
composite of unusual air drama. 

Picture is replete with intimate de- 
tails of methods of British raids on 
the mainland, and has some spec- 
tacular air attacks and maneuvers— 
despite the fact that much of the 
ground has been covered previously. 
There’s a slick sequence in which 
the boys bail out over the channel 
while returning home, with the Brit- 
ish patrol boats zooming to the res- 
cue. Wanger brings things right up 
to the minute with depiction of a 
Commandos raid on the French coast 
so that a couple of the Eagle squa- 
dron can hi-ja¢k a new and mys- 
terious plane of the Nazis. 

Story picks up the American flyers 
in England, and drops them into the 
headquarters of the squadron. There’s 
a series of bombing raids across the 
channel intermingled with Nazi de- 
vastations in England. Then the ad- 
venturous end slows up for devel- 
opment of romance between Robert 
Stack and Diana Barrymore, with pic 
stepping out for rousing finish with 
the Commandos raid and return trip 
of Stack in the secret Nazi plane. 

Picture opens with a foreword by 
Quentin Reynolds extolling the 
American flyers who got into the 
thick of things prior to the stab in 
the back of Dec. 7. As Reynolds de- 
scribes the American flyers, there’s 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (Musical). 
Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire and 
Irving Berlin songs spell peak 
grosses. 

‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Fine air 
drama of American flyers battl- 
ing for England. Timely at- 
traction will catch OK biz. 

‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ 
(Par). Ray Milland and Betty 
Field in marital comedy lacking 
pace and spontaneity. Fair biz. 

‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). 
Mediocre dualer featuring Lionel 
Barrymore. 

‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). One of 
the poorer Beery starrers. 

‘I Live On Danger’ (Par). 
Good action meller for support 
bookings in the regular runs. 


‘Tombstone’ (Par) (Songs). 
Topnotch western actioner 
moulded in best adventurous 


style. Good b.o. for regular runs. 

‘Pierre of the Plains’ (M-G) 
(Song). Nice ‘B’ with a better- 
than-average cast. 

‘Next of Kin’ (UA-British). 
Warning against loose war talk 
that might aid the enemy. Good 
b.o. 

‘The Panther’s Claw’ (PRC). 
Fast, well writtea and acted 
mystery which should do okay 
business on duals. 

‘Sunset on the Desert’ (Rep). 
Average western, with bad edit- 
ing dragging some scenes past 

the point of interest. 


—— 








a series of flashes of the boys the 
commentator is describing. isode 
is smart showmanship on the part of 
Wanger, as it gets the audience into 
the proper patriotic attitude for what 
comes in the main portion of the pic- 
ture. 

Cast has been wisely selected, with 
Stack, John Loder, Albert, Leif Erik- 
son, Edgar Barrier and Jon Hall 
heading the group of Yankee pilots. 
Diana Barrymore does not photo- 
graph to advantage, but gives a sin- 
cere and solid performance as an 
English girl. 

Direction by Arthur Lubin accen- 
tuates the underlying dramatic im- 
press of the war and conditions on 
the various individuals, and keeps 
things moving at a consistent pace. 
Process photography with back- 
ground plates, sent from England on 
Wanger’s order, is of excellent calibre 
throughout. Walt. 


Are Husbands Necessary? 
Hollywood, June 12. 


Paramount release of Fred Kohlmar pro- 
duction. Stars Ray Milland, Betty Field; 
features Patricia Morison, Eugene Pallette. 
Directed by ‘Norman Taurog. Screenplay by 
Tess Slesinger and Frank Davis; adapted 
from book by Isabel Scott Rorick; camera, 






Charles Lang, Jr.; editor, LeRoy Stone. 
Tradeshown in L. A. June li, ‘42, Run- 
ning time, 80 MINS, 

Baeee “CUM. 6. dose sss ccvenvcs Ray Milland 
Mary Elizabeth Cugat.......... Betty Field 
Myra Ponsonby......ccess- Patricia Morison 
Bunker....... oebn db eewess 04 Eugene Palieite 
Duncan Atterbury.. ..Charles Dingle 
BA BRORG. ccsaceses eevee. Leif Brickson 
Bee WON WOOG,. cc ccoccoee Elisabeth Risdon 
OO ES er ey ree ee Richard Haydn 


Kathleen Lockhart 
Phillip Terry 


Laura Atterbury........ 
Cory Cartwright 


RE. -BIUOEE: oh cco esscassvenees Cecil Kellaway 
BBR. cccccvesecovcccccccoceess Anne Revere 
Bele MOOOMBicccptdseccenci ees Charles Lane 
BUD, PURI cc cc ccccesccs Charlotte Wynters 
|. rere Pecsconesdess Clinton Rosemond 


Miss Bumstea 
Miss Jenkins 


TOE TTT TTT Tri Olive Blakeney 
Cecil Cunningham 
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This marital comedy, based on Isa- 
bel Scott Rgrick’s book, ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Cugat,’ has some humorous mo- 
ments, but on the whole, strains and 
struggles to be light, spontaneous and 
effervescent—and never quite reaches 
the goal. Picture will neéd support 
to get by for more than nominal biz 
as billtopper in the keys and regular 
runs. 

Story is decidedly fictional, and 
plainly shows inadequacies of gener- 
ating and logic in the marital af- 
fairs of Ray Milland and Betty Field. 
He’s a bank vice-president, while 
she’s a spendthrifty wife with plenty 
of overdue accounts. Hardiy a situ- 
ation permissible by status of the 
husband’s position—but it’s there 
nevertheless. Furthermore, couple 
lives on standard more in keeping 
with that of 2g bank president, rather 
than one of the juniors in the organ- 
ization. 

After planting the financial woes 
of the household, and the husband’s 
anticipation of a raise in position and 
salary, yarn has the wife busting in 
on the bank prez to make a pitch for 
husband’s promotion; Arrival of an 
old flame of Milland in person of 
glamorous Patricia Morison, and re- 
sultant jealousy; rich prospective 
customer Eugene Pallette, who be- 
friends Milland and saves his job; 
with a baby adoption thrown in for 
good measure. Result of the highly 
synthetic proceedings is squaring 
away of the conflicting elements and 
the eventual clinch. 

Milland and Miss Field put more 
into the roles of the married pair 
than the scripters provided in either 
lines or situations. Pallette is neatly 
cast as the blustering financier, while 
Patricia Morison is an eyeful in 
sleek gowns. Support includes 
Charles Dingle, Phillip Terry, Anne 





Revere, Leif Erickson, Elisazeth Ris- 


don. Richard Haydn provides some 
amusing moments as a dead pan, on- 
the- e artist. 

Norman Taurog endeavors to lift 
the picture above the static atmos- 
phere of the script, with nominal re- 
sults. Production mounting is top 
grade throughout, but entertainment 
today requires more than elaborate 


manse sets. Walt. 





Calling Dr. Gillespie 


Metro production and release. Features 
Lionel Barrymore, Philip Dorn, Donna 
Reed, Nat Pendleton. Directed by Harold 
Bucquet. Screenplay, Willis Golibeck and 
Harry Ruskin, from original story by Kubec 
Glasmon, based on characters created by 
Max Brand; camera, Ray June; music, 
Daniele Amfitheatrof; editor, Elmo Veron, 
Tradeshown in N. Y., June 16, ‘42. Run- 
ning time, 84 MINS, 


ee, Ss 8 cae ch b00048 Lionel Barrymore 
Rs GOGMBERO, 6.00005 0 dadeonencs Philip Dorn 






Marcia Bradburn.......:......- Donna Reed 
Meg TeGwWeld. .ccccccceseccecsece Phil Brown 
Joe Wayman...... ececece --Nat Pendleton 
Molly Byrd....... eeeceessees Alma Kruger 
MMe, TROPOe ccc cccdocccdeccesis Mary Nash 
De. Care. ccosdiscceséce Walter Kingsford 
BP DOGG us Ces escvccbesesens Nell Craig 
Susan May Prentiss........... Ruth Tobey 
PUOER BOOWE..cpccycsccens Jonathan Hale 
Dv. Memweed..cccssccecscscs Charles Dingle 





This is a mild entry for the duals. 
Probably the pic’s most notable fea- 
ture is something that is actually 
not a part of the film at all. For 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ is the film 
started by Lew Ayres, in his role of 
‘Dr. Kildare,’ and which had to be 
remade when he objected too con- 
scientiously to Uncle Sam’s draft 
solons. 

Philip Dorn now has the Ayres- 
‘Kildare’ role, but calls himself Dr. 
John Hunter Gerniede. Dorn has a 
slight foreign accent, but the script 
qualifies that; it’s allowed him to be 
a Dutch emigre. 

Story concerns a pyschotic young 
man given to homicidal mania. 
Through latter’s fiancee Dr. Gillespie 
(Lionel Barrymore) is called into the 
case, with Dorn, as more’s aide, 
given carte blanche to handle the 
case. The rest deals with a series of 
murders committed by the maniac 
and his ultimate attempt on the life 
of Barrymore. 

Performances are standard, with 
Barrymore giving his usually good 
portrayal, along with Dorn. Nat 
Pendleton is in for comedy, as the 
hospital attendant, while Donna 
Reed, as the maniac’s fiancee, lends a 
decorative touch. Phil Brown, as the 
crazed student, indicates consider- 
able promise. Naka. 


JACKASS MAIL 


Metro release of John W. Considine, Jr., 
Production. Stars Wrllace Beery; features 
Marjorie Main. Directed by Norman Z. 
McLeod. Screenplay, Lawrence Hazard, 
based on story by C. Gardner Sullivan; 
camera, Clyde De Vinna; music, David 
Snell and Earl! Brent; dances, Sammy Lee; 
editor, Gene Ruggiero. Tradeshown in 
N. Y., June 16, '42, Running time, 80 MINS. 
Just Baggot Wallace Beery 
Clementine (Tiny) Tucker...Marjorie Main 
Signor O'Sullivan... ..J. Carrol Naish 
Tommy Gargan.... ..-Darryl Hickman 









me. MONEE: 6.6 000006000 64% William Haade 
Jim Swade.....sses $00 se6cebuse Dick Curtis 
Sn SOs s ceeseessas Hobart Cavanaugh 
NE 6 ocGee covncecccrececesoossese Joe Yule 

Remember “The Champ’? When 
Jackie Cooper thought Wallace 


Beery was the greatest guy in the 
world, though actually he was just 


a bum? Remember? Well, that’s a 
good many years back, but Metro’s 
story-makers apparently have very 
retentive memories. This time the 
yarn is ‘Jackass Mail’ and it’s a 
western. Wallace Beery’s name is 
the sole marquee lure, with the slow, 
trite yarn, plus that questionable 
title, also being difficult selling 
points for the rural exhibitors at 
whom this picture is aimed. 


A western in which the hero 
doesn’t have at least one fistic en- 
counter——that’s a startling factor in 
“Mail.” Of course, Beery is still 
plenty quick on the draw as the 
ne’er-do-well of the wild west, play- 
ing the role to the hilt for comedy 
values, but the part never seems 
to reach the point of credibility. 
‘The Champ’ analogy stems from the 
friendship between Beery and a 
youngster orphaned when Beery 
shoots the moppet’s father, a hold- 
upman, in self-defense. Beery’s 
adoption of the lad, who’s unaware 
that the former has killed his pop 
until the inevitable denoument, forms 
the asic story. Interwoven is 
Beery’s comedic romance with Mar- 
jorie Main in a sort of ‘Min and Bill’ 
portrayal made notable years ago 
by Beery and Marie Dressler. Miss 
Main plays the driver of the jackass- 
drawn mail stagecoach. 

Story suggests a satirism on great 
men revered in history. Beery plays 
the part of Just Baggot, a horse thief 
and mail robber for whom Baggot 
City has been named. Film opens 
with present-day services honoring 
his memory; then there’s the flash- 
back to his ‘achievements’ that led 
to the building of the city. 


Beery plays the part with his ac- 
customed and studied lack of vigor. 
It’s one of his weaker roles. Mar- 
jorie Main is also unbelievable as 
the shrew who promotes Beery into 
the ‘great man’ through a series of 
comedy circumstances that are highly 
questionable, while J. Carrol Naish, 
as_ a Mexican with the handle of 
O’Sullivan, also tries to lend comedy 
values to the pic. Darryl Hickman, 





the youngster, is credible enough. 
Naka. 


I LIVE IN DANGER 


Holiywood, June 12. 


Paramount release of William H. Pine- 
William C, Thomas production. Stara Ches- 
ter Morris, Jean Parker; features Elisabeth 
Risdon, Edward Norris, Dick Purcell, Doug- 
las Fowley, Roger Pryor. Directed by Sam 
White. Screenplay by Maxwell Shane, Rich- 
ard Murphy, Lewis R. Foster; original by 


Foster and Alex Gottlieb; camera, Fred 
Jackman, Jr.; editor, William Ziegler. 
Tradeshown in L. A. June 11, "42. Running 
time, 73 MINS, 

Jeff Morrell........ eebeetees Chester Morris 
Susan Richards..... Seedecedses Jean Parker 
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SPR Douglas Fowley 
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George ‘Longshot’ Harrison...Billy Nelson 
Keefe’'s Secretary............. Vicki Lester 
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Latest in the Pine-Thomas action 
meller adventure series for Para- 
mount provides some fresh back- 
grounds and slants for overall mount- 
ing of the tale. It’s good program 
support for the regular dual book- 
ings, but hardly strong enough in 
marquee to stand up solo. 


Chester Morris, as a special events 
newscaster, covers fires, shipwrecks, 
fights, fugitive hunts and other hap- 
penings. After a fast getaway with 
display of a fire, and competition be- 
tween Morris and Dick Purcell for 
the London post of the network, story 
tangles with a racket ring and moves 
Morris into the spot of digging evi- 
dence to clear Edward Norris of a’ 
murder charge. As usual, Jean Par- 
ker is the girl for whom Morris goes 
to the bat to save her brother Norris 
from the chair. The finish is natu- 
rally a happy one. 


Morris breezily handles the top 
role in good style, with Miss Parker 
grooved nicely as the girl. Douglas 
Fowley provides elemental comedy 
as Morris’ assistant; Elisabeth Risdon 
provides a wholesome and motherly 
characterization; Roger Pryor is the 
station manager, and Douglas Fowley 
the suave racket leader. Joe Cun- 
ningham catches attention with 
straight. characterization of the po- 
lice inspector who’s depicted as hav- 
ing’ brains for a change. 

roducers provide flash mounting 
for the tale, neatly handling process 
photography for display of the high- 
lighted events. First feature direct- 
ing job by Sam Whift, who’s been 
around Hollywood for many years 
in various writing capacities, main- 
tains pace and general interest, al- 
though script sags in the middle 
when it slows down to develop story 
lines, Walt. 


TOMBSTONE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 13. 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production; associate producer, Lewis J, 
Rachmil. Stars Richard Dix, Kent Taylor, 
Edgar Buchanan. Features Frances Gif- 
ford, Don Castle, Clem Bevans, Victor 
Jory, Rex Bell. Directed by William Mc- 
Jann. Screenplay by Albert Shelby Le 
Vino and Edward E. Paramore, based on 
book, ‘Tombstone,’ by Walter Noble Burns; 
camera, Russell Harlan: supervising edi- 
tor, Sherman A. Rose; editor, Carroll Lewis; 
asst. director, Glenn Cook. Tradeshown in 
L. A., June 12, '42. Running time, 75 MINS, 
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Oe FR oc cde crcenéckueds Kent Taylor 
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Harvey Stephens 
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This purportedly is a factual ac- 
count of the experiences of Wyatt 
Earp, famed peace officer of the 
early west, during his brief stay in 
the frontier town of Tombstone in 
the Arizona territory. This tale is 
more exciting and dramatic than 
most of the stuff dished up by film 
scripters for western pictures. “Tomb- 
stone’ is a compact package of ad- 
venturous entertainment, and slated 
to give a good account of itself in 
the regular bookings as a topnotch 
entry of its type. 

Richard Dix, vigorously portray- 
ing Earp, arrives in Tombstone with 
his two younger brothers, Rex Bell 
and Harvey Stephens. He’s uncon- 
cerned with the town’s shoot-’em-up- 
gang leader, Edgar Buchanan, until 
a child is killed in the dusty street. 
Then Dix accepts the sheriff's badge 
to bring law and order to the town. 
He cools down Buchanan and latter’s 
gang, circumvents plans to get him 
jammed, reforms young Don Castle, 
who drifts in and takes a job with 
Buchanan, gets the town pretty well 
in shape when final blow strikes Bu- 
chanan as Earp is sworn in as U. S. 
marshal and the outlaw is snagged 
for holding up a wagon carrying 
mail. Finale is one of the most rous- 
ing gunfights that has come to the 
screen, 

Earp, one of the most colorful char- 
acters in the history of the west, is 
vividly characterized by Dix, who 
handles his best part since that of 
Yancey Cravat in ‘Cimarron,’ and 
takes advantage of every opportun- 
ity to smack over his role in most 
convincing fashion. Edgar Buchanan 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Chi Needs Alibi, So It’s Weather: 
‘Juke Girl-V.&Y. Spiffy $38,000, 


Rio Fine 156, 


Chicago, June 16. 
Weather elements were against 
loop business over the weekend and 
that can be conveniently used as an 
alibi by the theatre managers. 


The United Artists went back to 

les Saturday (13) with ‘Rio Rita,’ 

h got away nicely on the 
strength of the Abbott-Costello 
names. Palace has a new doubie 
bill, ‘Private Buckaroo’ and ‘Castle 
in Desert,’ both rapped by the crit- 
ics. Probably won't even go one 
week at the pace. 

‘Juke Girl’ is doing business in the 
Chicago. It got fine notices plus hav- 
ing Chicago’s fave dance team, Ve- 
loz and Yolanda, as stage support. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ goes into its 
fourth week in the State-Lake and 
remains a potent boxoffice item. 
Next in line for this big run house 
is ‘King’s Row.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Ho (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘About Face’ 
(UA) (2d wk). Chaplin film has done 
well, taking good $8,900 on initial 
session and figures for fine $6,000 
currently. ra 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and stage show. 
Veloz and Yolanda on e are im- 
portantly contributing to hefty $38,- 
000. Last week, ‘This Our Life’ and 
vaude, excellent $39,900. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘True to 
Army’ (Par). Combination okay at 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) 
and ‘Sunny Side’ (20th), alright $5,- 
400 





si 
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Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Ladies Man’ (Col) and 
vaude. Chuck Foster orchestra on 
stage with Billy Gilbert and Molly 
Picon. Total lineup impressive and 
headed for $20,000, good. Last week, 
‘Sleepytime’ (Rep), smart $18,100. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—'‘Buckaroo’ (U) and ‘Castle Desert’ 
(20th). Poor $10,000. Last week, 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO), $10,700. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Gentle- 
man After Dark’ (UA). Better than 
usual business here; headivg for 
bright $12,000. Last week, ‘Larceny 
(WB) and ‘Kid Glove’ (M-G) fin- 
ished fortnight to good $7,700. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (4th 
week). Rolling along and will gather 
smart $11,000 currently, following 
hefty $14,500 last week. 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G). Got 
off nicely and looks for $15,000, fine, 
for opener. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy 
(M-G) and ‘For Keeps’ (M-G), fin- 
ished two-weeker to $7,100. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Monster’ (Mana) and ‘Corpse 
Vanishes’ (PRC) -(3d wk). Taking 
good $5,000 this week, following fine 
$6,800 last week. 


‘LOVER’, GOOD $7,500; 
GETTING L’VILLE FEMS. 


Louisville, June 16. 

Ali houses are doing fairish biz 
this week and returns are pretty 
evenly divided. Weather took a sud- 
den turn from hot and humid to 
coolish, but effect on downtown b.o.s 
is’ hardly. noticeable. Gist of the 
matter is that it’s the class of films 
on display that determines the draw 
of the various houses, more so than 
the weather. 

‘Her Cardboard Lover’ at Loew’s 
State is doing okay, as is ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ at the Rialto. ‘Fantasia,’ 
on a return at the Strand, is not 
shaping up strongly, although it is 
coupled with a good secondary 
feature. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brewn (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 45-30-40) — ‘Broadway’ (U) 
and ‘Mystery Marie Roget’ (U). At- 
tracting pretty good trade on move- 
over to indicate all right $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G), on switchover from 
Loew’s State, medium $2,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and 
‘Lady Willing’ (Col). Indicate satis- 
factory $2,000. Last week, ‘Fleet's In’ 
(Par) and ‘Gentleman After Dark’ 
(UA), oke $2,200. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 
and ‘Blondie’s Blessed Event’ (Col). 
Strong appeal for the femme patrons 
and matinees are going along fine. 
Probably okay $7,500. Last week, 
‘Married An Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G), satisfactory 


$7,500 
(Libson) (1,000; 








Mary Anderson 
15-30-40)—This Our Life’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Biz holding up well and single 


‘Beds Nice $12,000 





policy makes for a short show and 
he rapid audience turnover. 
ho hit good $4,000, after last 
week’s excellent $4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3 400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Great Man’s La (Par) 
Should De sturdy $9,500" vast ras: 

ou s 500. Last 
‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Mystery Marie 
Roget’ (U), solid $9,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40) — ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) ‘and 
‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th). Return 
of Disney color film aiming at pretty 

ood $3,500. Last week, ‘Remember 

earl Harbor’ (Rep) and ‘Butch 
Minds Baby’ (U), light $2,500. 


Withers Carries 
‘Angel’ tc Good 
$17,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 16. 

Big noise this week is ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ at Penn, riding to top money 
and probable holdover. Crix didn’t 
care much for it, but extensive ad- 
vertising campaign, which started 
months ago, and combination of 
Tracy-Lamarr-Garfield names seem 
to be turning the trick, Fulton has 
come up with another winner in 
‘Broadway,’ which shows signs of 
breaking into house’s upper coin 
brackets. 

Jane Withers is carryng the load 
at the Stanley, where ‘I Married an 
Angel’ was panned to a fare-thee- 
well, and the kid star on p.a. will 
make a respectable showing under 
the circumstances. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Broadway’ (U). Picture should 
easily grab around $8,500, perhaps 
more, which insures holdover. 
Opened Saturday (13), which meant 
it played two days without bene- 
fit of excellent notices it subsequent- 
ly received and this should help 








plenty. Last week, fourth of ‘Gal 
Sal’ (20th), very good $1,800 for 
three days. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO). First time at 
popular prices for picture which ran 
three months more than year ago 
at Fulton at road-show scale. Walt 
Disney special had tough sledding 
originally and isn’t doing any better 
at lower scale. Disappointment at 
around $6,000. Last week, ‘Rings 
on Fingers’ (20th), dud $5,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). Should 
grab at least $18,000, very er. 
Last week, ‘This Our Life’ (WB) 
also excellent at $16,500. 

Rits (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Rio 
Rita’ (M-G) (3d wk). Reached 
here via usual Penn-Warner-Ritz 
route, but fading away at windup of 
run. Will have to hustle to make 
$2,000, which is ordinary, even at 
this small-seater. Last week, fifth 
of ‘Kings Row’ (WB), fine $3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col) and ‘No 
Hands Clock’ (Par). House can 
practically figure its gross the min- 
ute a double-bill opens. This one 
looks like $2,400. Last week, ‘Sub- 
marine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Road to 
Happiness’ (Mono), maybe century 
note higher. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Married an Angel’ (M-G) and 
Jane Withers topping stage show. 
Kid star carrying the burden, after 
picture was roundly panned. Gross 
will be around $17,000, okay under 
the circumstances. Last week, Russ 
Morgan’s band and ‘Tuttles of Ta- 
hiti’ (RKO), good $18,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) (2d wk). Moved 
here from Penn and ning ae fair. 
Looks like about $5,000. week, 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), also moveover 
from Penn, pretty dull, too, at $4,500. 


Better Pix in Lincoln; 
‘Fantasia’ Good $2,700 


Lincoln, Neb., June 16. 

Biz is better than’ usual along the 
row, with an eneapitonsty rs run 
of pictures, including ‘Fantasia,’ 
‘Moontide’ and ‘Her Cardboard 
Lover.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
9-30-44)—Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). 
Will do fair $2,700. Last week, 
‘Married An Angel’ (M-G), success- 
ful $2,900. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper) (1,236; 9- 
20-28)—‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) and 








(Par). | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of June 18 
— This Above All’ (20th) 
(6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 
Capitol— ‘The Wife Takes a 
Flyer’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 
Criterion—‘In Old California’ 

(Rep) (17). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 10) 
Globe—The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(10th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Music Hall—‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 
Paramount — ‘Take a _ Letter, 
Darling’ (Par) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 
Rivoli — ‘Friendly Enemies’ 

(UA) (19). 

Roxy—‘Ten Gentlemen From 

West Point’ (20th) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Strand—‘Juke Girl’ (19). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 8) 
Week of June 25 
Astor—‘This Above All’ (20th) 

(7th week). 

Capitel— ‘The Wife Takes a 

Flyer’ (Col) (2d week). 

Globe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 

(1lth week). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 

Dandy’ (WB) (5th week). - 

Paramount—‘Beyond the Blue 

Horizon’ (Par) (24). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 
Roxy—‘The Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Strand—‘Juke Girl’ (20th) (2d 
week), 
Se en ac RN RS KN ER 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par). May do $1,400. 
Last week, ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fly By Night’ (Par), $1,100. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 
30)—‘Fleet Sweetheart’ (Col) and 
‘Secret of Lone Wolf (Col), split 
with ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and ‘Affairs 
Valentine’ (Rep). So-so $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Kennel Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Father Steps Out’ (Mono), split with 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Tramp’ (Col), 
$1,100. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44) — ‘Moontide’ (20th). May 
hit $2,600, fair. Last week, ‘Maisie 
Gets Man’ (M-G), $2,500. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-30-44)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO). Good 
$2,700. Last week, ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ 
(Col), poor $2,300. 


TRIPOLI GREAT 
$24,000 IN HUB 


Boston, June 16. 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ is rolling in the 
biggest take in town this week and 
looks good for a holdover at the 
Metropolitan. ‘The Gold Rush,’ at 
RKO Boston, and ‘My Gal Sal,’ at 














»|Keith Memorial, are both staunch. 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-60) 
—Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO). Indicate $14,900 
and possible h.o. Last week, ‘The 
Spoilers’ (U) and Vaughn Monroe 
orch, $25,500, terrific. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-44-60)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Always in 
Heart’ (WB). Continued from two 
weeks at Met; aiming at hefty $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), 
holdover, $5,200. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-55-60)—"My Gal Sal’ (20th) and 
‘Night Before Divorce’ (20th). Point- 
ing to good $18,000 in eight days and 
holdover. Last week (six days), 
‘Tuttles Tahiti’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire Ghost’ (RKO), $11,000, seedy. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-44- 
60)—‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and 
‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par). Socko 
$24,000 pace. Last week, ‘This Our 
Life’ (WB) and ‘Always in My 
Heart’ (WB), second week, $16,700, 
good. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-50- 
oe Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Alias 
Boston lackie’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Around $18,000, good. Last week, 
nifty $24,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-44- 
60)—This Our Life’ (WEB) and ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (WB). Continued 
from two weeks at Met; indicate $11,- 
500, very good. Last week, ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk), $8,400. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-50-60 )— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Alias Boston 
Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk). Around 
$13,000, very good. First week, 
$17,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44-55)—‘Let’s Get Tough’ (Mono) and 
‘Tramp, Tramp’ (Col). Good $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep) and ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) (re- 





issue) (2d wk), $3,600, very good. 


H.0.s Flood N. Y.; ‘Miniver’, $105,000, 
Dandy,’ $28,100, Smash 2d Weeks, 
Rita Clyde Lucas-Benny Fields, 256 | 





Holdovers, some of them good, a 
couple of them not, blanket the 
downtown New York area. Except 


for the second-run State, which plays 

combination shows, only two minor 

ons runs brought in new pictures 
uring the past week. 

The weekend again was up, but 
not sensationally so. ‘New York at 
War’ parade attracted an estimated 
2,500, Saturday (13), but they 
didn’t begin to fall into the theatres 
until late afternoon or early evening, 
with mats not as big as had been ex- 
pected. Among other things, the 
parade lasted too long. On Sunday 
threatening weather had a tendency 
to hold up business to good levels. 

Nothing short of outstanding is 
‘Mrs. Miniver,” now in its second 
smash week at the Music Hall, where 
it may get $105,000. This is close to 
the initial seven days’ $111,000. 

‘Ten Gentlemen from West Point,’ 
at the Roxy and also in its second 
week, will get strong $45,000, or near 
to that, and, like ‘Miniver’ goes a 
third stanza. 

Increasing its boxoffice a 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ hit $28,100, 
which is close to capacity of $29,500, 
on second week ended Friday night 
(12). On the three days of the cur- 
rent (3d) lap, through Monday (15), 
the gross was $15,500. Theatre has 
been rescaled to provide for some 
additional seats at $2.20 and $1.65 so 
that at capacity house can top 


With the gate eo me pa for 
the third week ende ast night 
(Tues.), Paramount is keeping ‘Take 
Letter’ and Benny Goodman a fourth 
round starting today (Wed.). The 
Strand, with a similar pitband policy, 
is now on its concluding (6th) week 
with ‘In This Our Life’ and the 
second with Cab Calloway. Gross 
should top $26,000, satisfactory in 
view of the length of the film’s run. 

House ushers in ‘Juke Girl,’ with 
Russ Morgan and Dennis Day on the 
stage, Friday (19), while other new 
shows include ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ at 
the Capitol tomorrow morning 
(Thursday) and ‘Friendly Enemies, 
which gets special Rivoli preem 
Friday evening (19). 

‘Pride of the Yankees’ goes into 
the Astor for an indeterminate run 
around July 15. Policy and prices 
are being discussed at present on the 
Coast between RKO and Sam Gold- 
wee. Currently at the Astor is ‘This 
Above All,’ which maintains a good 
pace at $15,000 on the fifth week 
ended last night (Tuesday ). 

On the brighter side is the State 
show of ‘Rio Rita’ and Benny Fields, 
Dean Murphy, Clyde Lucas orch, at 
what looks like better than $25,000. 
The little Rialto is grinding at a fast 
rate with ‘Nazi Agent,’ which should 
get $9,500 or more and will be held 
over, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew's) (1,012; 55-64-75-85- 
$1.10)—‘This Above All’ (20th) (6th 
wk). Holding up well, the fifth week 
through last night (Tuesday) havin 
garnered $15,000. Prior stanza (4th 
was $16,200. Goes out in about four 
weeks, with ‘Pride of Yankees’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn) slated to come in 
around July 15 under a policy yet to 
be determined. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Broadway’ (U) (2d- 
final wk). A weak entry; on hold- 
over only around $17,000. First week 
ended at $27,000, disappointing 
but fair profit, ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ 
(Col) opens tomorrow morning 
(Thursday). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44- 
55-75) — ‘In Old California’ (Rep) 
moves in here today (Wed.), suc- 
ceeding ‘Mayor of 44th St.’ (RKO), 
which did well at $9,000. Behind 


that ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep), $7,000, mildish. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75- 


99)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (9th wk). 
Looks close to $10,000 this week 
(9th), pace that is near to the $10,200 
done the preceding stanza (8th). 
Remains on idef. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20)—"Dandy’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Last week (2d) went to $28,100, close 
to capacity, and with some additional 
$2.20 and $1.65 seats sold, topred 
initial seven days’ $25,000, or 
Saturday-Sunday-Monday (13-14-15) 
on first three days of current (3d) 
semester, $15,000. As rescaled, house 
now can to ,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)-——-"My Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d run) 
aoe pF gor Ag (ist gua. 

op picture accoun or pro e 
$9.00, okay. Last week, ‘Moontide’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Almost Married’ 
(U) (st run), $8,800. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99-$1.10)—Take Letter’ (Par) and 
Benny Goodman (4th-final wk). Tees 
off on concluding round today 
(Wednesday); third week $36,000, not 
big but entirely okay, while the 
second was $43,000, very good. 

Radie City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) and stageshow 
| (2d wk). A sweetheart at the b.o., 
' with first of holdover sessions hav- 





ing a chance to hit a huge $105,000. 
The initial seven days skyrocketed 
to $111,000. Begins third week to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55)— 
‘Nazi ent’ (M-G). Getting stout 
play at indicated $9,500, or over, and 
holds. Last week, ‘Powder Town’ 
(RKO) bleW up, only $5,200, weak. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-50-75-85-99) 
—Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA) (2d- 
final wk). No dice, on holdover 
looking less than $9,000. Initial week 
was $13,000. House brings in 
‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) Friday eve- 
ning (19). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)-——‘Ten Gentlemen West Point’ 
(20th) and stageshow (2d wk). Main- 
tains fine pull at $45,000 or close, fol- 
lowing big $54,000 on first week. 
Goes a third round. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and Benny Fields, Dean Murphy, 
Clyde Lucas band. Stage comple- 
ment providing good support for 
Abbott-Costello film; all signs point 
with favor for better than $25,000, 
nice profit. Last week, ‘This Gun 
For Hire’ (Par) (2d run) and, on 
stage, Mitzi Green, Benny Rubin, Hal 
LeRoy and Happy Felton, $23,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘In This Our Life’ (WB) (6th- 
final wk) and Cab Calloway (2d-final 
wk). Better than $26,000 sighte 
oke for this far down on the run o 
the film. Last week (5th) for ‘Life’ 
and first for Calloway, $31,000, good. 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and Russ Morgan 
band, plus Dennis Day, open Friday 


Sabotem’ Name 
Vande Big $22,000 
In Nifty Cleve. 


a Clevela 
srosses are a ing level. 
Night trade at balace booming 
due to ‘* “mg 3 and pow rful 
combo of Louls Prima’s orch, Billy 
House and Dennis Day on stage. 

‘In This Our Life’ is showing plenty 
of life at Hipp, but ‘Her Cardboard 
Lover’ is just a dud for State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-40-45-55)— 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th). Looks like 
marines have landed, with moveover 
raring to sweet $8,000. Last week, 
‘Martin Eden’ (Col), ordinary $4,400. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- 
55)—This Our Life’ (WB). Geared 
by heavy elientele of Bette Davis 
fans for $13,000, good. Last round, 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) smart $12,000 
on h. o, 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Lady Gangster’ (WB) and ‘Sub- 
marine Raider’ (Col). Not more 
than lukewarm $1,000. Last lap, ‘Fan- 
tasia’ (RKO) ($d wk), worthy $1,800. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 
70)—‘Saboteur’ (RKO) plus Billy 
House,. Dennis Day, Louis Prima 
band on stage. Another solid bill 
and high-swinging b.o. from the start, 
with around $22,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Mayor 44th St.” (RKO) with 
‘Hollywood Priorities’ on stage, shade 
over $19,000, ‘ 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). Limp- 
ing toward anemic $9,000. Last chap- 
ter, ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) soared 
to great $22,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
55)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Phe- 
nomenal attendance for moveover 
and a 4 to reap at least $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Mister V’ (UA), average 


‘Gone,’ $8,000, Tires Out 
In J. C.; ‘Spoilers’ 15G 


Jersey City, June 16. 

The  Stanie#y;” di ee 
with i Ghosts,’ is doing 
the best biz this week, followed by 
— State, which has holdover ‘My 


al Sal.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Has made 
the rounds once too often and will 
wind yb Ay only $8,000, poor. Last 
week, o Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers 
Window’ (M-G), oke $13,000 on sec- 
ond time around. 








June 16. 





8 (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
y iler. an “Whispering 
Ghosts’ (20th). Leaning toward fa- 


vorable $15,000. Last week, ‘Gun for 
Hire’ (Par) and “Grrat Man’s Lady’ 
(Par), sturdy $16,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) (24 wk). Solo 
entry in second turn will gross 





around $13,000, still fancy. Got fine 
$16,500 last week. 
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IT'S ALWAYS 
FAIR WEATHER 
WHEN GOOD 
SHOWMEN 
AND GOOD 
SHOWS GET 
TOGETHER! 
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PLAYING TIME IS 
THE ORDER OF 
THE DAY WITH 
PARAMOUNT 
PRODUCTI 
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‘Great Man's Lady’ Topping ‘Skylark’ 
65 Pet. in Memphis; 40 in Sioux City 





Paramount’s ‘The Great Man’s 
Lady,’ co-starring Joel McCrea and 
Barbara Stanwyck, continues to play 
to heavy sugar in every new date, 
running parallel with or better 
than last season’s Colbert-Milland 
hit ‘Skylark,’ in most engagements. 

‘Great Man’s Lady’ opened last 
week at the Malco, Memphis, to a 
first three days of business 65 per 
cent above ‘Skylark.’ Capitol in 
Sioux City, opening-the same day, 
also. showed a three-day gross above 
“Skylark’—here the margin was 40 


per cent. Fourth day at the Brook- 
lyn Fox showed ‘Lady’ running 


neck-and-neck with ‘Skylark.’ 





Epic Tunefest ‘Star 
Spangled Rhythm’ Is 
Given Gun at Studio 


Paramount Studio gave the 
down-beat to Par’s ‘biggest musical 
in history’ Friday, when, after a 
week of vamping,. Betty Hutton, 
Eddie Bracken, Gili Lamb and Vic- 
tor Moore went before the cameras 
while a chorus of 24 rehearsed for 
a dance specialty. Friday’s was the 
first footage made on what is cer- 
tain to be the musical sensation of 
the coming reason. 

‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ will 
boast a cast of 30 of Paramount’s 
top star names, most of them play- 
ing ‘real-life’ roles. Story is built 
around a mammoth show for serv- 
ice men. The foursome above, plus 
Walter Abel, Cecil Kellaway and 
Cass Daley, will carry the main 
thread. Bing Crosby, Bop Hope, 
Dorothy Lamour, Paulette Goddard, 
Ray Milland, Fred MacMurray, 
Mary Martin, Veronica Lake, Lynne 
Overman, Alan Ladd and many 
more will have incidental roles. 

George Marshall is directing; at 
present Danny Dare is rehearsing 
the chorus of 24 for a specialty in 
which Rochester and Katherine 
Dunham will take part. 





Denver Biz At 
All-Time High 
As ‘Reap Opens 


Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ cracked another all-time 
house record Friday with the open- 
ing at the Denham theatre, Denver. 
Story can best be told by quoting 
a telegram sent Charles Reagan, 
assistant general sales manager, 
from Dave Cockril: ‘Opening big- 
gest in history of theatre; gross 
double that of any week-day open- 
ing, which includes Paramount’s 
previous biggest attractions. This 
despite continuous rain from be- 
fore opening until after midnight 
with no let-up during day. This 
absolutely phenomenal Picture 
additionally receiving highest pos- 
sible praise.’ 

Cracking house records is becom- 
ing a habit for ‘Reap.’ Pic is now 
running in its fifth Boston week (3 
at Met; 2 carryover at Fenway), 
where business is an all-time high. 
First week at the Newman, Kansas 
City, was an all-time high; second 
seems headed for an all-time high 
second. Salt Lake City, where 
‘Reap’ is in its third stanza, had a 
first week topping everything ex- 
cept world premiere biz on ‘Brig- 
ham Young.’ Paramount theatre, 
Nashville, did a first week’s busi- 
ness topping everything in the 
house’s twelve-year history ‘by a 
good margin,’ according to manager 
Tony Sudekum. House plays big 
opposish pix as well as Par’s. 
KEEP "EM BUYING those War 
Bonds and Stamps in your lobby; 
sell ’em tickets to a better tomor- 











row! 


wheels 
mount’s 
(Film Bulletin), 
‘Holiday 
Crosby and Fred Astaire. 


dise! 
Crosby never better...Astaire does 
eight dance routines, and that ought 
to be enough on that point except 
to do a 
in which attractive newcomer Mar- 
jorie Reynolds as his pleasant, eye- 
pleasing foil...Irving Berlin wrote 
the music, which is assurance of its 
melodic, 
tion 
directorial use by Mark Sandrich 





BERLIN'S BABY 


ATES AA RAVES 





‘Headed for Top Box Office 


Grosses’ Says Film Bulletin 
—Other Trades Deliver 
Ditto Dicta — Balance of 
Block Comes In for Plenty 
Praise, Too 


‘NATURAL’ SEVENTH 





The trade press was turning cart- 
last weekend over Para- 

new ‘song-spangled hit’ 
Irving  Berlin’s 
Inn,’ co-starring Bing 


All reviews received up to the time 


this page went to press were straight 
raves; 
combo of Berlin-Crosby-Astaire; to 
the 14 hit tunes; to the 11 Crosby 
songs; to the eight Astaire routines, 
and to everybody associated with the 
picture. As BOXOFFICE put it, ‘cast 
values are beaucoo, down the line to 
those two adorable Negro kids who 
get no credit.’ 


praise went to the happy 


The three other films bulked by 


Paramount in its seventh block with 
‘Holiday Inn’ 
share of enthusiasm, too. 


came in for their 


Following are short shots from the 


‘Holiday Inn’ raves; read the com- 
plete reviews if you get a chance— 
they make exciting copy. To Para- 
mount regulars, particularly. 


Boxoffice: ‘A hunk of merchan- 


This is really a show...Bing 


rave on his drunk routine 


lilting qualities. 
possibilities 


. -_produc- 
turned to fine 
...treatment 


heart-warming, and 


News and Gossip About the Production and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 


PAR’S “HOLIDAY INN’ IS IN! 





> 


Great Moments of History; Sturges Style 








History in the making doesn’t have to be all beards, solemn looks, and 

grim drama, according to Preston Sturges. 

one of the steps leading up to the discovery of ether in ‘Great Without 
Glory,’ co-starring Joel] McCrea and Betty Field. 





Here’s the way he films 





primed for laughs...cast values 


beaucoo.’ 
Film Bulletin: ‘Delightful song- 
spangled entertainment, guaran- 


teed to sweep cares away On a wave 
of glorious Irving Berlin tunes... 
headed for top boxoffice...Tunes 
will be hummed by patrons on their 
way out just as they will soon be 
played and sung from coast to coast 
...top-flight stars Astaire and 
Crosby are at their best...surefire 
business-getter everywhere.’ 

Film Daily: ‘Bright, fast, tuneful 
and hilarious music . . should 
bring plenty into the boxoffice... 
talents of Crosby, Astaire and Ber- 
lin happily combined in a com- 
pletely satisfying show. ..filled with 
crisp comedy, fetching music, 
snappy dance routines, first-rate 
acting, smart story touches, lavish 
and beautiful settings...for general 
all-around excellence and flippant 
gaiety, a musical attraction fash- 
ioned to the taste of all audiences.’ 

Motion Picture Daily: ‘An orig- 





inal idea of Irving Berlin and a 





number of songs by him should be 
enough to insure audience satisfac- 
tion anywhere...but when to that 
is addéd the singing of most of 
these numbers by Bing Crosby and 
the dancing to many of the tunes 
by Fred Astaire, there is indeed 
presented a happy combination for 
the showmen of the nation...Mark 
Sandrich endowed the film with a 
lively pace.’ 

Motion Picture Herald: ‘Show- 
men surely will be liking the re- 
sult of the collaboration of three 
high-powered boxoffice names like 
Crosby, Astaire and Irving Berlin 
...entertainment, most positively 
escapist, extravagantly set and 
blithely successful . . . unalloyed 
gaiety...delightful variety in song 
...The bare facts are selling 
points—14 songs by Irving Berlin 
and eight dances by Fred Astaire, 
It’s a war tonic—and it works!’ 

‘Are Husbands Necessary,’ ‘I Live 
on Danger’ and ‘Tombstone, the 
Town Too Tough to Die,’ balance of 
Par’s seventh, all came in for gilt- 
edged trade press adjectives. 
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HOPE FINDS ‘ROAD TO MOROCCO’ PAVED WITH DONA’ S INTENTION 


Bob Hope in the role of reluctant lover, 
it’s a shot from ‘Road te Morocco,’ new 


pursued by starlet Dona Drake; 
Hope—Crosby—Lamour comedy. 
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‘Above All, Solo, Great 216 in S.F:; 
Syncopation’-Vaude Fine $22,000 





San Francisco, June 16. 

The Golden Gate has what it takes 
to boost boxoffice receipts up to 
the socko level, with ‘Syncopation,’ 

lus a stage show featuring Jan 
Savitt orchestra, plus a three-day 
personal appearance of Bonita Gran- 
ville, of the ‘Syncopation’ cast. 

wo straight picture houses the 
Fox. with ‘In This Our Life,’ and 
the Warfield, showing ‘This Above 
All,’ are not far behind. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Always 
in Heart’ (WB). This large house 
taking big $21,000 on this one. Last 
week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G), under expec- 
tations at fair $18,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and Jan 
Savitt orch, plus three-day personal 
appearance by Bonita Granville. 
Just what the doctor ordered for 
those boys in uniform; cashing in 
at $22,000. Last week, ‘Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO) with Phil Harris stage show, 
$20,000, big. ; 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55)—‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Missis- 
sippi Gambler’ (U). The Hitchcock 
drama is worth $13,500. Last week, 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Sweet- 
heart Fleet’ (Col), $12,000 for nine 
days. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)-—'Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 
‘Larceny’ (WB) (2d wk). Holdin 
up to $11,000 mark on the seco 
round. Last week, $17,000, big. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Born 
to Sing’ (M-G) (3d wk). Producing 
$7,000 for third stanza. Last week, 
good $9,500. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100: 35-40-55) —"Twin Beds’ (UA) 
and ‘Ships With Wings’ (UA). This 
combo hitting good $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) 
and ‘Private Stuffy Smith’ (Mono), 


$6,000. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—This Above All’ (20th). The 


town’s going for this in a big way, 
boosting the gross up to great $21,- 
000. Last week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB) 
(3d wk), $11,000, hefty. 


‘SYNCOPATION’-AMS OK 
$14,000 IN BALTO; ‘GUN’ 


Baltirnores June 16. 

Biz here took a decided drop this 
week, with excessively hot weather 
and opposish from four-day Army 
War show supplying convenient ali- 
bis to downtown exhibs. Of current 
list, ‘Syncopation’ tied to Major 
Bowes’ Eighth Anniversary Revue at 
the combo Hipp, is attracting best 
returns. Some fairish response also 
for ‘Moontide’ at the New. Rest of 
town N.s.g. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17-28- 
44-55)—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). 
Not getting far at possible $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Married An Angel’ (M- 
G), mild $10,200. ‘ 

Hippodrome (Rippaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Syncopation’ 
(RKO) plus Major Bowes’ ams. At- 
tracting fair response due mostly to 
stage portion; sHould hit better than 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Meet Stewarts’ 
(Col) plus Woody Herman orch, nice 

0. 








’ 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44-55)—‘Gun for Hire’.(Par). 
Tried hard by strong selling, but 
rather mild in actual count. Will 
accomplish possible $8,000, so-so. Last 
week, ‘Private Buckaroo’ (U), fair 
$8,800. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Girl 
from Alaska’ (Rep). Rather mild at 


$3,000. Last week, ‘Fly by Night’ 
(Par), poor $2,200. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 


44)—‘Moontide’ (20th). Just fair at 
$4,000. Last week, third round of 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th), built grand total for 
run to very nice $117,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-55-66) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Holding strong pace to good $10,000, 
after ringing the bell lustily with big 
total of $39,000 for previous brace: 
Slightly upped scale helping. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55 )—‘Married An Angel’ (M-G) 
(moveover). Fair in continuation of 
previous week at downstairs Century 
and reaching for possible $3,500. Last 
week, similar sending upstairs of 
chane Beds’ (UA) didn’t catch on at 





Pressburger’s Trio 
Hollywood, June 16. 
Each of three pictures which Ar- 
nold Pressburger is to produce for 
United Artists within the next six 
months will carry a budget of more 


than $750,000. 
Films are ‘Tomorrow Never 
Comes,’ ‘Days of Antwerp’ and 


‘Medal of Honor.’ They'll roll up to 


the starting line in that order. 





» 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosy 
TUS DEON: < cwieccces. $1,943,400 
(Based on 28 cities, 178 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tcruding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ff Pee $1,448,800 
(Based on 23 cities, 176 theatres) 


REAP’ SMASH 
176, DENVER 


Denver, June 16. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ gave the 
Denham more business in three days 
than the house gets in many big 
weeks. For first time, a Denver first- 
run showed a film around the clock, 


playing to 11,000 people in 24 hours 
on this picture. Naturally holds. 
‘Tortilla Flat’ topping a dual setup 
at.the OrpHeum is big, and holding 
over. 














Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-50)—‘This 
Above All’ (20th), after a week at 
the Denver. Good $4,500. Last week, 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th), was strong at 
$5,000 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-50) 
—Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO), after a week at 
the Orpheugn. Meagre $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘This 
Time for Keeps’ (M-G), after week 
at Orpheum, fair $2,700. 

‘Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
60)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Smash 
$17,000, and is staying here indefi- 
nitely. Last week, ‘Favorite Bionde’ 
(Par) (4th wk) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ 
(Par) (2d wk), good $7,300. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-35-50)— 
‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Whispering 
Ghosts’ (20th). Nice $10,000. Last 
week, ‘This Above All’ (20th), strong 
$14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-35-50) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Sing 
Worries Away’ (RKO). Big $13,200, 
and stays over. Last week, ‘Synco- 
pation’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon Takes 
Over’ (RKO), fair $8,£20. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-40)— 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Frisco 
Lil’ (U). Good $6,500. Last week, 
‘No Greater Sin’ (Mono) and 
‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep), nice $7,000. 





‘Sal,’ $9,000, ‘Spoilers,’ 
$7,500, OK in Montreal 


Montreal, June 16. 

Sweltering heat wave igs nicking 
grosses. Loew's will lead the field 
with ‘My Gal Sal’ after flop on ‘Fan- 
tasia’ last week. Palace is pointing 
to nice handle with ‘Spoilers.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Spoilers’ (U). ‘Pointing to good $7,- 
5900. Last week’s repeat, ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G), $5,500, good. 
+ Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Mokey’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Good $5,500 in 
sight, after lush $9,000 last week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67 )—'Gal 


Sal’ (20th). Should gross handsome 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO), 
poor $5,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-52)— 


‘Tarzan’s N. ¥. Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G). 
Good enough $5,000. Last week, 
‘Larceny’ (WB) and ‘Was Framed’ 
(WB), weak $3,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) (5th wk). Still 
looks good for $2,500 after nice $3,000 
last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500: 30- 
40)—‘Les Anges Noirs’ and ‘L’As- 
saut.’ Season will hold this program 
down to $3,000, fair for time of year. 
Last week, ‘Forsature’ and ‘Degour- 
dis de la Onzieme,’ $3,200. 


FAVE BLONDE’ STURDY 
$16,000 IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, June 16. 

Fresh screen product is scarce in 
the deluxers currently and biz re- 
flects this condition. Fox, with ‘My 
Favorite Blonde,’ is the best new- 
comer. Despite almost continuous 
rains for eight days, ‘Ship Ahoy’ and 
‘Kid Glove Killer’ at Loew’s is clean- 
ing up on its second session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove 
Killer’ (M-G) (2d wk). Should tack 
on another swell $15,000 to the $23.,- 
000 sock for its first week. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-4Q-50)—‘Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Henry, 
Dizzy’ (Par). Expected to dominate 
the midtown sector, sturdy $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Fly 
By Night’ (Par), sagged at windup 
but good $13,800. 

Misseuri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50 )— 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U) and ‘Juke 





Girl (WB). With the early a.m. 
showing for defense workers, this 
dualer should garner a fine $6,000. 


Last week, “This Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Moontide’ (Y0th), $5,500. Good. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (28th) and ‘Ball 
Fire’ (RKO). Oke $4,000. Last week, 
‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) and 
‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep), neat $4,509. 


Patriotic Ballys Hypo L. A. B.0.s; 
‘Above All Sturdy $32,000, ‘Big Shot’ 
Fine 24G, ‘Syncopation’ Likewise 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
i A $340,500 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gress Same Weck 
era $265,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘ABOVE ALL’ BIG 
$15,000 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, June 16. 
Main street cinemas are headed 
for sizable tallies this week. Fol- 
lowing recent profitable fortnight’s 
session of ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ at 
the Lakes at upped scale, the Buffalo 


has now boosted admish for ‘This 
Above All,’ with the Power-Fontaine 
starrer bell-wethering the herd of 
money-makers for the current ses- 
sion. ‘Tortilla Flat’ is also stout at 











the Lakes. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 44-65)— 


‘This Above All’ (20th). In high gear 
for probably $15,000. Last week (35- 
55), ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
Schulyer’ (20th), fine $14,000. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA). Will probably account 
for robust $13,000. Last week (44-65), 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk), 


healthy $12,600. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Gal 
Sal’ (20th) i1d ‘Hope Schuyler’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Even pace assures 


nice $7,000. Last week, ‘Larceny’ 
(WB) and ‘Mokey’ (M-G), pleasant 
$7,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—Broadway’ (U) and ‘Treat.’Em 
Rough’ (U). Zippy item will scbre 
sparkling $9,500. Last week, ‘Meet 
Stewarts’ (Col) and ‘Canal Zone’ 
(Col), very scant $5,000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-44) 
—Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and ‘suicide 
Squadron’ (Rep). Should see cheery 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Syncopation’ 
(RKO) and ‘Powder Town’ (RKO), 





ditto. 











NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Quality of Product High Currently— Reap,’ ‘Above All,’ 
‘Our Life’ and ‘Take Letter’ Are On Top 


While a few of the new pictures getting release at 
this time are not finding patrons beating the prover- 
bial well-worn path to the theatres where they are 
playing, several others getting June dates are doing 
exceptionally well. Based on reports from a number 
of keys, it would appear that the average of quality 
for this month is comparatively high. 

Among films that are beating off early-summer blues 
are ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), ‘Take a Letter, Darling’ 
(Par), ‘Saboteur’ (U), ‘Juke Girl’ (WB), ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ (Par), ‘In This Our Life’ (WB), ‘My Gal Sal’ 
(20th), ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G), ‘This Above All’ (20th), 
‘Great Man's Lady’ (Par) and ‘Shores of Tripoli’ 
(20th). 

While some of these films have played various spots 
or currently are on holdover or moveover in various 
cities, they all still have a lot of time to play and 
should give the month of July a generally good start. 

Comparatively fresh from the exchanges is ‘This 
Above All,’ which is now in its fifth good week at the 
advanced-price Astor, N. Y. Film went into San Fran- 
cisco this week and is going great guns there for $21,- 
000, while scaling heights in Buffalo at $15,000 and 
maintaining good pace on its second Seattle week. 

Tripoli,” now reaching subsequent runs in the New 
York area, is currently playing first-run in Boston 
where riding for a socko $24,000. 

‘Reap’ is on a flock of dates this week, headed by a 
smash $17,000 in Denver, a bullish $8,500 in two Kansas 
City theatres, big $13,000 for Cleveland on a moveover, 
and a good $10,000 in Baltimore. From another barn, 
Warners, ‘In This Our Life’ is continuing to run up 
totals on fresh first-run bookings of importance., A 
big $38,000 in Chicago with the aid of stageshow, a 
smash $25,000 on its Brooklyn date, good $13,000 in 
Louisville; lofty San Francisco take of $21,000 and a 
strong $19,000 for two Boston houses, are reported for 
it. 

‘My Gal Sal’ and ‘Tortilla’ 

‘My Gal Sal,’ which went five weeks at the Roxy, 
N. Y., looks a strong $15,000, Brooklyn; sock $21,500, 
Newark; handsome $9,000, Montreal and in Jersey City 
a fancy $13,000 on the second stanza. ‘Tortilla Flat’ is 
standing up well everywhere, with a big $13,200 seen 
for Denver, where it remains over; a robust $13,000 in 
Buffalo, big Washington gross of $20,000, spiffy $18,000 





on its Pittsburgh first-run and good returns on ex- 
tended engagements'in both Seattle and San Francisco. 

Going to a hefty $38,000 currently in Chicago, ‘Juke 
Girl’ will get a fine $6,000 on its St. Louis opening and 
on holdovers is continuing to maintain good pace. 
‘Broadway,’ (U) light on its current (2d) N. Y. week, 
is doing well on certain other dates. Buffalo looks for 
a sparkling $9,500 with the picture, while in Pittsburgh 
a holdover is being earned on a teeoff pace of $8,500. 
Film is hitting an average $6,200 in Kansas City, where 
playing two houses. ‘Saboteur’ (U) is climbing to a 
big $22,000 in Cleveland and good $13,500 in Frisco. 

Appearing to be a steady biz-getter, ‘Ship Ahoy’ this 
week will account for a big $31,000 for two Boston 
operations; swell $15,000 on its holdover in St. Louis, 
hot $6,500 in Washington and big gates on holdovers in 
Seattle and Montreal. 

A newcomer in the market is ‘Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G) but so far it doesn’t look good. While doing 
okay in Louisville and so-so in Providence, in various 
other situations it ranges from anemic to only fair. 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO) is another that appears to be 
quite spotty but in San Francisco it is heading for a 
strong $22,000, while in Baltimore a stageshow is help- 
ing to an okay $16,000." °~ 

An outstanding business-grabber which will soon 
reach other keys is ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), now in its 
current sensational week at the Music Hall, N. Y., 
where it will get $105,000 or close after a smash open- 
ing stanza of $111,000. ‘Gentlemen From West Point’ 
(20th), likewise on its second week in N, Y., looks near 
to $45,000 at the Roxy, very strorg, after an initial 
week’s countup of $54,000. 

Miscellaneous gross reports are “Take a Letter,“big 
$10,000, Minneapolis; ‘Fayorite Blonde’ (Par), sturdy 
$16,000, St. Louis; ‘Ladies Man’ (Col) and vaude, good 
$20,000, Chicago: ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th), great 
$7,000, Seattle; ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col), good $6,500, 
Denver; ‘Male Animal’ nice $10,000, Denver; ‘Jungle 
Book’ (UA), sturdy $8,000, Minneapolis; ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G) fine $15,000, Chicago; ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
good $17,000 in Pittsburgh with Jane Withers on a 
personal with it; ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) smash 


$38,000 in Detroit and hefty $17,000 for Brooklyn; 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U), fancy $16,000 in Omaha; and 
‘Spoilers’ (U) socko $24,000, Boston. 


i. 





Los Angeles, June 16. 

Heaviest weekend play in weeks 
sent local boxoffices booming last 
week. Saturday's dedi@tion of War 
Bond street headquarters brought 
large crowds to Hollywood, with 
theatres getting capacities early. 
Sunday's patriotic display in down- 
town Les Angeles also gave houses 
in that sector plenty customers. 

‘This Above All,’ first solo in the 
State and Chinese in many months, 
is clicking rng for great $32,000 to 
lead town. ‘Big Shot,’ at two Warner 
houses, is hitting bullseye with fine 
$24,000, while ‘Syncopation,’ at Pant- 
ages and Hillstreet, is in tune with 
same fine take. Second week of 
‘Take Letter Darling,’ at two Para- 
mount spots, is heading for $20,660 
and holds for third sesh. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Cirele (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-65-75) — ‘Gone With Wind’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Steady pace with 
$5,500. Second week, ditto. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘This Above All’ (20th). 
First solo here in months, with 10c 
matinee tilt, will garner terrific $15,- 
000, Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) 
and ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G), hit wallov- 
ing $14,750. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Big Shot’ (WB). Bogart be- 
coming solid draw here with $14,600. 
Last week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d 
wk), clicko $8,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44- 
55-65) — ‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) 
and ‘Churchill’s Island’ (Canadian). 
Opened Friday (12) and in line to 
get $5,500 on first sesh. Last week, 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (9th wk plus three 
days), wound up with dim $1,700. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65-< 
75)—'Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Brook- 
lyn Orchid’ (UA). Second-run here 
after pic hit rocks in twe weeks at 
Paramount. Due for $6,200. Last 
week, second for ‘Bashful Bachelor’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sing Worries Away’ 
(RKO), light $3,000. ; 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Big Shot’ (WB). Profitable 
biz as solo with $10,000. Last week 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk),. totalled 
okay $10,000. 

Orpheum ({D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 
55-65)—Girl from Alaska’ (Rep) 
and Andrews Sisters heading stage 
show. Booming $15,000. Last week, 
‘Valley Sun’ (RKO) and ‘Tough As 
They Come’ (U) with Jimmie Lunce- 
ford orch and stage reyue, excellent 
$15,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55-65) 
—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO). Few jitterbugs 
in Hollywood for mild $10,500. Last 
week, second for ‘Spoilers’ (U) and 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U), managed to 
close with offish $7,200. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75) — ‘Take Letter Darling’ 
(Par) and ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep) (2d wk). Heading for good 
11, on holdover. First week, fine 
14,500. 

Paramount Hellyweod (F&M) 
(1,409; 44-55-65-75) —- ‘Take Letter 
Darling’ (Par)*(2d wk). Okay $9,000, 
with first week ringing up clicko 
$10,500. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55-65)—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and 
‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO). Nice 
attraction downtown and aiming for 
$13,500. Last week, second for ‘Spoil- 
ers (U) and ‘Butch Minds Baby’ 
(U), mild $8,600. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44. 
§5-65-75)—This Above All’ (20th). 
Distrib dictates solo booking for 
trial with upped matinee prices. 
Heading for socko $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G), peak take with rous- 
ing $21,000. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
33-44-55-65)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) 
and ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G). Continuing 
heavy take in moveover with bi 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) 
and ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th), good 
$3,800. : 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55- 
65)—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G). ‘Flat’ hitting bulls- 
eye to score outstanding $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Rings 
on Fingers” (20th), solid $6,000. 


TORTILLA,’ BIG $20,000, 
TOPS HEALTHY WASH. 


Washington, June 16. 








‘Tortilla Flat,’ without strong first- 
run opposition, will give the Palace 
a whangeroo opening week. ‘In This 


Our Life’ got a second stanza at the 
Earle, after walloping first seven 
days. ‘I Married an Apgel’ is at the 
Capitol, but critics were brutal. 
Estimates for the Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Married an Angel’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Harsh reviews will hold down 
gross to $20,000. Last week, ‘Twin 
Beds’ (UA) with Connee Boswell on 
stage, okay $22,000. 
Columbia ‘Loew) 
(Continued on 


(1,234; 28-44)—~ 
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? Reissues Getting 


Biz in Detroit: 


Gold Rush’ $12,000, ‘Gone’ $3.00 





Detroit, June 16. 

Lots of rain hereabouts hasn't 
dimmed the biz of local loop houses. 
General good take is hel alon 
considerably by Artie Shaw an 
erch more than doubling last week’s 
figure at the Michigan. 

Two strong revivals also doing 
their bit, with the natives going 
especially for Chaplin’s ‘Gold Rush.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) 
and Artie Shaw orch and Al Bernie. 
Anticipating smash $38,000, as 
against last week’s fine $16,000 for 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Time for 
Keeps’ (M-G) in second stanza. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 40-55-65)—Chaplin’s remake of 
‘Gold Rush’ doing strong $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) 
and ‘Jacks and Jill’ (RKO) good 
$10,000. , 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 40-55-65)—‘Gone With Wind’ 
(M-G). Return getting good $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and 
‘Mokey’ (M-G) vot nice $7,000 in 
second week. 


‘SAL,’ $21,500, SOLID IN 
NEWARK; ‘LETTER,’ 156 


Newark, June 16. 

Local houses are making hay this 
week while the sun shines. For the 
first time in many a moon not a 
single downtown theatre houses a 
holdover, and this, plus the blackout 
of night baseball here, adding up to 
generally favorable business. 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Adams-Par) (2,000; 25-30- 
35-40-55)—Gold Rush’ (UA) (2d 
wk). No better. then sour $5,000 in 
its second angi final week, after pull- 
ing fine $10,000 in opening round. 
House, which originally expected to 
hold the Chaplin pic for four weeks, 
called it quits Tuesday (9) and shut- 
tered until late August. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Almost Mar- 
ried’ (U), Predominant male patron- 
age will send this dual to $15,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U) and 
‘Sweetheart Fleet’ (Col), faltered 
after getting off to fast start, but 
managed to wind up with stout 
$17,000. 

Capitel (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39 -44 )— 
‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Two Yanks Trinidad’ (Col). Look- 
ing for $2,500, slim. House, which 
lacks air-conditioning system, has 
been under par. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Fly By Night’ 
(Par), lean $3,200 in nine days. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
30-45-55)—‘Take a Letter, Darling’ 
(Par) and ‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par). 
Reaping around $15,000, solid. Last 
week,*‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) and 
‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO), stow $8,200 
in final five days of second stretch. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 25-60-70) 
—Gal Sal’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO). Rita Hayworth 
pic accounting for plenty of hay, 
ringing up powerful $21,500 aided 
and abetted by two nights of RKO 
vaude. Last week, ‘Syncopation’ 
(RKO) and ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th), 
big $18,000 on strength of some fancy 
exploitation. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—Gone’ M-G). With b.o. prices 
tilted 15¢ for the matinee trade, house 
managing to milk this hardy peren- 
nial for a fancy $16,000. Last week, 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G), oke $13,500 in sec- 
ond stanza. 


‘LOVER’ MILD $7,500 
AS K.C. GETS QUIET 


Kansas City, June 16. 
Main stem film average is mild 
and trade likewise. Among new- 
comers, ‘Broadway,’ at the Uptown 
and. Esquire, and ‘Syncopation,’ as 














Orpheum billtopper, are getting best | 


play. ‘Her Cardboard Lover,’ as top 
half of Midland’s program, is s0-so. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
Broadway’ (U) returns these houses 
to regular price scale. Biz about aver- 
age, $6,200 combo. Last week, ‘This 
Above All’ (20th), .playing second 
week at 55c top, came through with 
pleasant $7,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G). Not more 
than mild $7,500. Last week, ‘Mar- 
ried Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Yank Burma 
Road’ (M-G), ditto. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44 )—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Continuing bullish biz of first 
week. Current $8,500 better than 
many first weeks. Last week, $14,- 
heed one of best weeks house ever 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
~—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Body 





ae 


Disappears’ (WB). Good play from 
younger generation and pleasing 
$6,700. Last week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) 
and ‘Falcon Takes’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
good $5,000. 
Tewer (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 
‘Yokel Boy’ (Rep) and ‘This Way 
Please’ (Par) (reissue) with vaude. 
Third week of this policy and get- 
ting nice $8,000. Last week, ‘Secret 
Agent Japan’ (20th) and ‘After 
yon Kampf?’ (Indie), with vaude, 


‘Magnificent Dope’ Big 
‘Frankenstein’ $10,000 


Seattle, June 16. 
Favorable outcome of the Midway 
island battle plus the lifting of the 
radio blackout is bringing a real re- 
bound in business in the current 
week. Plainly shows how the radio 
blackout hurt. Rainy weather and 
kids out of school also are helping. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and 
‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Swell $3,500. Last week, same two, 
big $3,600. ~ 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-50- 
65)—‘Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Price lift no help but will get a 
great $8,000. Last week, same film, 
$9,700, big but more expected. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Ladies 
Man’ (Col). Satisfactory $5,506. Last 
week, ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Coi) and 
‘Sweetheart Fleet’ (Col), mild $5,100. 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-57)—Tortélla’ (M-G) and 
‘For Keeps’ (M-G) (4th wk). Won- 
derful $4,300 for fourth session, Last 
week, same duo, nice $3,800. 

Music Hali (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th). Great $7,000 
and -vecord here since house re- 
opened. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 
and ‘Scattergood High’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), slowed to mild $3,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Marie 
Roget’ (U). Given the works from 
horror angle in all advertising. 
Smasheroo $10,000. Last week, ‘Male 
Animal’ (WB) and ‘Always Heart’ 
(WB), only fair $6,400. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
58)—‘Man Headquarters’ (Mono) 
plus Henry Busse on stage and good 
supporting show. Good $8,700. Last 
week, ‘Let’s Get Tough’ (Mono) and 
‘Mystery Ship’ (Col), and Britt Wood 
on stage as headliner, $7,600, only 
average. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers 
at Window’ (M-G) (2d wk). Big 
7,500. Last week, big at $10,800. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
58)—'Kings Row’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Great $3,700 and will hold again. 
Last week. same film good $3,800. 

Winter Garden (H-E) (800; 20-30) 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Bugle 
Sounds’ (M-G) (3d run). Trim §$3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA) and ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) (3d 
} run ), fair $2,400. 











‘Gold Rush’ Panning 





Portland, Ore., June 16. 

Reissue of ‘Gold Rush’ is proving 
a winner at the Broadway. Second 
week h.o. of ‘Favorite Blonde’ pull- 
| ing high at the Paramount, and third 
|stanza of ‘Tortilla Fiat’ still holding 
|up exceptionally well at the UA. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
| 50)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA). In line for 
| hefty $8,500. Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ 
| (M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Mystery Marie 
| Roget’ (U) (ist wk), fine $9,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), moved 
from Broadway, and ‘Affairs Jimmy 
Valentine’ (Rep). Holding up for 
nice $3,700. Last week ‘65c top), 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Tar) (3d wk) and 
‘Sing Blues Away’ (R°~9) (1st wk), 
good $3,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Mocatide’ (20th) 
and ‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO). Get- 
| ting high $8.700. Last week, ‘Joan 





Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Valley Sun’ 
(RKO), fair $6,000. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3,000; 35-40-50)-—‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) (2d wk) and ‘Hope Schuyler’ 
(20th) (ist wk). Strong $7,100. First 
week with ‘On Sunny Side’ (20th), 
grand $11,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50)—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (3d wk) 
and ‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U) (ist 
lwk). Rolling up great $7,500. Previ- 
ous two-week take great $17,500. 





Fine $8,500 in Port. 


Phil Harris Gives ‘Butch’ 
Boost to $16,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, June 16. 

_Cool break after long hot dry spell 
giving grosses a boost. Phil Harris’ 
band unit, with ‘Butch Minds the 
Baby,’ are headed for very big figure. 
Brandeis is doing nicely with ‘Syn- 
copation’ and ‘Submarine Raider’ and 
will get $4,200, a nice figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 
50-65)—‘Butch Minds the Baby’ (U) 
and Phil Harris revue. Smash $16,- 
000, maybe more. Last week, ‘Ghost 
Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G), light $6,300. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col). Good 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mexican Spitfire at Sea’ 
(RKO), fair $3,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-40-55) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Good $5,400, after smash $11,600 last 
week, 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400: 11-20-30) 
—Twilight on Trail’ (Par) (first- 
run), ‘Martin Eden’ (Col) and 
‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep), triple, split 
with ‘Smoking Guns’ (Rep), ‘Moon 
Over Shoulder’ (20th) and ‘Shepherd 
Ozarks’ (Rep), and ‘Confirm or Deny’ 
(20th) and ‘Arizona Bound’ (Mono). 
With cool weather and Saturday 
stage shows, looks like good $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Sunset on Desert’ (Rep) 
(first-run), ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) 
and ‘Cadets on Parade’ (Col) (first- 
run), triple, split with ‘Two-Gun 
Sheriff’ (Rep), ‘Blondie Society’ 
(Col) and ‘Lone Rider Justice’ (Cap), 
and ‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) and 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO), fair $800, 


‘BWAY’ BLAH $7,500, 
‘ANGEL’ OK 76 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, June 16. 

Burg’s two big houses, Albee and 
Palace, are down under on ‘Synco- 
pation’ and ‘Broadway,’ but the 
medium-sized Keith’s and Grand, 
with ‘Big Shot’ and ‘I Married an 
Angel, are registering good marks. 
Holdovers ‘Gal Sal,’ at the Lyric, 
and ‘Tortilla Flat,’ at Capitol are 
above par. 

Unusual early heat spell was 
broken Saturday (13) by rain, which 
was too heavy for b.o.s. Cool tem- 
perature Sunday (14) was kinder to 
cages. 

Estimates for This Week 








Albee (RKO) (3,300; .33-40-50)— 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO). Off key at 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Great Man’s 


Lady’ (Par), blah $8.000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hoid- 
ing for second week on moveover. 
Fair $4,000. following last week’s 
very good $6,000. Pic brought swell 
$14,000 in initial stanza at Albee. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U) and 
‘Young America’ (20th), split with 
‘Adventures of Martin Eden’ (Col) 
and ‘Ghost Town Law’ 
Okay $2,000. Last week, “Twilight 
on Trail’ (Par) and ‘Hope Schuyler’ 
(20th), divided with ‘Jimmy Valen- 
tine’ (Rep) and ‘Lady Gangster’ 
(WB), seasonal $1,900. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Married an Angel’ (M-G). Good $7,- 
000 for theatre’s best in quite a spell. 


Last week, ‘Juke, Girl’ (WB) (2d 
run), pleasing $4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Big Shot’ (WB). Fine $7,000 
Last week, ‘Fingers at Window’ 
(M-G), missout $2,800. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d wk). Second 


week on moveover and fifth week on 
main line. Swell $4,000, same as 
for last (4th) week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Broadway’ (U) Dimout $7,500. 





Last week, ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col), 


| way off beam at $6,000. 





BOGART HOT $7,000 
IN MEMPHIS; ‘LADY’ 


Memphis, June 16. 

Humphrey Bogart gets hotter in 
this man’s town with every picture. 
His ‘Big Shot’ is blazing away at the 
local Warner to a second week. 

‘Great Man's Lady,’ at Malco, and 
‘Syncopation,’ at Warner, are doing 
fairly well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Big Shot’ (WB). Bogart is haul- 
ing ’em home for hefty $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$3,700, mighty fine for holdover. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par). Good 
notices on Stanwyck performance 
might boost this one into $6,000 class. 
Last week, “Take Letter, Darling’ 
(Par), $7,200, wham. 

Palace (Loew) (2,000; 16-33-44)— 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO). Press no like, 
but ballyhoo may steady to $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Married Angel’ (M-G), 


$3,500, poor. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
"Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G). Sothern 
exposure bids for mabe $4,200. Last 


(Mono). }. 


J. Dorsey Bounces 


‘Ghosts’ to Smash 





woslk, ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA), $3,300, 
rail. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33 )—‘Lady as Plans’ (Par) (2d 
run), three days; ‘Desperate Ellery 
Queen’ (Col), one day Jungle Book’ 
(UA) (2d run) and ‘Kennel Murder’ 
(WB) (reissue), three days. Off week 
indicated at $1,400. Last week, ‘Road 
Happiness’ (Mono), three days; 
‘Alias Blackie’ (Col), one day; 
‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col), three days, 
$1,500, not too bad. 


‘Take a Letter’ Great 
$10,000 Pacing Mpls.; 
“Jungle Book’ Trim 8G 


Minneapolis, June 16. 

The week’s important event is the 
reopening of the State completely 
renovated. “Take a Letter, Darling,’ 
opening attraction, will give the 
house current boxoffice honors. Loop 
still is agog over the smashing $24,000 
chalked up at the Orpheum by Hor- 
ace Heidt last week. This is a June 
record here for many years. 

Cool weather continues to favor 
the showhouses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)-— 
‘I Was Framed’ ( ) and ‘This Time 
Keaoe (M-G), Should reach good 
$1, in five s. Last week, ‘Night 
Before Divorce’ (20th) and “Hickok 
Rides’ (WB) split with ‘Blondie’s 
Event’ (Col) and ‘Sundown Jim’ 
(20th), oke $2,200 in nine days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘In This Our Life’ (WB) (24 wk). 
Has cought on well. Fairly good $4,- 
000 ted after walloping $9,000 
initial canto. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)—"Wife 
Takes a Fiyer’ (Col). Stretching 
toward a big $3,900. Last week, 
— Trinidad’ (Col), very big $4,- 

00. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA). ‘Sturdy $8,000, 
and above initial expectations. Last 
week, ‘Mayor of 44th St.” (RKO) and 
Horace Heidt on stage (at 39-44-55), 
immense $24,000; with Heidt taking 
credit for bulk of smashing figures. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50 )—‘T'ake 
a Letter, Dariing’ (Par). New seats 
and carpets installed during 10 days 
house was closed plugged plenty. Big 
$10,000 in prospect. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 30-40)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th). First 
neighborhood showing. Good $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO), $3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
55)—‘Mr. V’ (UA) (5th wk). Still 
hanging on at under $2,000 and this 
should be about all. Last week, $2,- 
200, good. 


‘MAN’S LADY’, $8,500, 














Providence, June 16. 

A slight falling off is noted here- 
abouts, though grosses in general are 
fairly high for this time of year 
Loew's State’s ‘Her Cardboard 
Lover” looks about strongest, with 
Majestic doing very nicely in second 
week of ‘Juke Girl. Strand’s ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ also good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA) and ‘Val- 
ley of Sun’ (RKO), Carrying fairish 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO) and ‘North to Klondike’ 
(RKO), good $7,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—"Married an Angel’ (M-G) and 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Slowest in quite some time and look- 
ing for only so-so $2,000. Last week, 
|\‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove 
| Killer’ (M-G) (2d run), good $3,200. 
(Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
in Flatbush’ (20th) and 
vaude. Nice weekends helping so- 
so midweek biz to fairish $6,000. 
| Last week, ‘Unseen Enemy’. (U) and 
| vaude, $6,000. ‘ 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)—- 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘You're Tell- 
ing Me’ (U) (2d wk). Proving nifty 
for neat $9,000, after getting swell 
$11,000 in opener. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200: 44-55- 
65)—Dick Stabile and orch with 
Gracie Barrie and Georgie Price, 
and ‘Bombs Over Burma’ (Mono). 
Good $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and ‘This 
Time Keeps’ (M-G). So-so $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Married An Angel’ 
(M-G) and ‘Fingers at Window’ 
(M-G), fairish $11,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 50-55-65)— 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ (Rep). Step- 
ping along at nice pace for health 
8,500. Last week, ‘Reap Wild Wind’ 
(Par) and ‘Raven’ (Par) (3d wk), 
knockout $7,500. 





| Fay’s 


| ‘Happened 





NICE IN SO-SO PROV.| 


$32.50 in Philly; ‘Joke Gir Big 206 


Philadelphia, June 16. 

There's plenty to crow about along 
Philly’s still unblacked out rialto this 
sesh. With plenty of new product 
and lots of customers around town 
these gasless weekends, the film 
joints are jumpin’. 

Hot as a firecracker is the current 
stand of Jimmy Dorsey and his band, 
which teamed with ‘Whispering 
Ghosts,’ is heading for the best biz 
reported in these parts for many a 
moon. Also in the limelight are 
‘Juke Girl,’ ‘The Spoilers’ and the 
return of ‘Gone With the Wind’ at 
pop prices. The weekend also saw 
the closing of the Aldine for the 
summer after seven sock weeks of 
‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ . 

Estimates for This Week 
__Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (7th 
wk). DeMille epic wound up with 
neat $6,200 for five days of seventh 
week. House folded Sun. (14)- until 
fall. Last week, good $7,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600° 35-46-57) 
—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Having nice trip at this small-seater 

600. Last ‘week, dv Plans 

(Par), mediocre $2,400 for second 
run, 
; [Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-63 )— 
Great Man’s Lady’ (Par). Plenty 
sour with bare $10.000 for opener. 
Last Pe Pe a br Life’ (WB), 
wound up three rounds with 
$10,500 for the finale. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35--6-57-68-75) 
—‘Whispering. Ghosts’ (20th) with 
Jimmy Dorsey orch on stage, Plent 
socko with ment $32,500 in the till. 
Last week, yor 44th St.’ (RKO) 
teamed with Jane Withers and 
Mitchell Ayres orch, finished with 
satisfactory $19,000. 

_ Fox (WB) (2,425; 36-46-57-68)— 
Juke Girl’ (WB). Tuneful at the 
cash register with zingy $20,000, in 
addition to extra showing kale 
totalling $2,500 at Earle Sunday (14). 
—_ Prey a1 ae Gal by’ (20th), 
closed satisfactory seco ri 

hry y nd week with 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Initial 
week of comeback good for profit- 
able $6,000. Last week, ‘Wife Takes 
Flyer’ (Col), nosedived to $2,900. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—This Our Life’ (WB) (2d run). 
Satisfactory $4,500 in sight, Last 
week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par), 
wound up long stay in town with 
Okay $4,000 for second week of 
second run, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
— Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d. wk). Drop- 
ping of after nice'start with pallid 
$9,000 for this trip. Last week. 
Abbott-Costello pic got good $16,500, 
plus $2,000 for ‘gravy’ showing at 
Earle. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘The Spoilers’ (U). Marlene’s latest 
solid $8,700. Last week, ‘Gun for 


| Hire’ (Par), elosed second sock week 
with $7,000. 


‘OUR LIFE,’ $25,000. 
TERRIFIC IN B'KLYN 


caf Brooklyn, June 16. 

Merry jingle of coin at all down- 
town deluxers, particularly the Par- 
amount, with ‘In This Our Life’ and 
‘Meet the Stewarts.’ Albee is report- 
ing satisfacto returns on second 
week of ‘My Gal Sal’ and ‘Man Who 
Wouldn't Die.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man Wouldn't 
Die’ (20th) (2d wk). Strong $15,000. 
Last week, first rate $21,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘Ghost 
Frankenstein’ (U). Hefty $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Larceny’ (WB) and ‘Gun 
ame Hire’ (Par) (2d wk), okay $14,- 
J ° 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Butch Minds 
Baby’ (U). Good $17,000 in view. 
Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G), satisfactory 
$16,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 30-40- 
50-55)--"This Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col). Booming biz, 
$25,000; likely holdover for some 
weeks, Last week, ‘Reap Wind’ 
(Par) and ‘Cadets on Parade’ (Col) 
(4th and final wk), produced $14,000, 
setting new record run of 3€ con- 
secutive days, previously hela# by 
‘Old Maid,’ which did 26 days. 














Gordon Heads Readers 


Hollywood, June 16. 

New president of the Screen Read- 
ers Guild is Bernie Gordon, elected 
without opposition to succeéd Alice 
Hunter. 

Former prexy relinquished the job 
to become head of the reading de- 
partment at Warners, 
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EDITORS APPLAUD FILM 


Harry Katz heard some very important news- 
paper editors applaud ‘‘Eagle Squadron’’ in the 
screening room. 


A TERRIFIC EXPERIENCE 


An editorial writer* who.came to New York to.see 
the picture wired her publisher that, ‘‘I have just 
lived and died a thousand times through ‘Eagle 
Squadron’. It’s the most terrific experience I have 
ever had at any picture, anywhere and any time. 


It’s a competitor for all time fame...”’ 
*Name on request. 


A RECORD OF REAL MEN 


Mr. Johannes Steel, famed WMCA commen- 
tator, said: ‘‘With its heartstopping scenes and 
a plot to hold everybody’s attention, ‘EAGLE 
SQUADRON’ is essentially an actual record 
of real men in a really great picture.’’ 


INSPIRING! THRILLING! 


“IN THE FOREMOST RANKS OF MOTION 
PICTURES THAT HAVE SOMETHING IM- 
PORTANT TO SAY REGARDING OUR WORLD 
OF TODAY IS ‘EAGLE SQUADRON.’ WALTER 
WANGER HAS PRODUCED A FILM OF TOW- 
ERING INSPIRATIONAL STRENGTH, ALMOST 
DOCUMENTARY IN QUALITY, BUT PRIMA- 
RILY A THRILLING ENTERTAINMENT. THE 
FLYING SEQUENCES ARE AMONG THE FIN- 
BST EVER SEEN. 

FIRST ON THE MARKET WITH COMMANDO 
ACTION, THE WANGER PRODUCTION WILL 
CERTAINLY TAKE A BITE FROM SUBSE- 
QUENT MOVIES THAT DEAL WITH THE 
SAME SUBJECT. ‘EAGLE SQUADRON’ WILL BE 
ONE OF THE TOP MONEY-MAKERS ON THE 
UNIVERSAL RELEASE SCHEDULE ... AND 
DESERVES TO BE.” — Hollywood Reporter 


= 


PULSE-STIRRING 


°*4 timely, hard-hitting dramatic film . .. a pulse- 
stirring picture, laden with action and punch. There 
is no let up in the motor-roaring, bombing and sky 
fighting which dominate the scene at all times.”’ 

—Motion Picture Daily 


SMASH BOX OFFICE HIT 


‘*Walter Wanger should have another smash 
box office hit in this one, for ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
is simply loaded with solid, brilliant entertain- 
ment. Yes, ‘Eagle Squadron’ is a cinch bet. 
You can exploit it to the skies and your cus- 
tomers will thank you for enticing them in. 
Okay for all audiences.’’ —Film Daily 


LONG DISTANCE CALL 


Walter Wanger said the thrill of getting a long dis- 
tance call from a very important magazine editor* 
who saw ‘‘ Eagle Squadrén’’ will never be forgotten 
by him. 


*Name on request. 


MORE THAN A PICTURE! 


John W. Vandercook, NBC commentator, said: 
‘‘Kagle Squadron’’ is more than a picture...it 
is a slice of life with actual shots that make 
the picture a masterpiece. 


A GREAT MOTION PICTURE 


Charlie Hayman of Buffalo, New York, says ‘‘ Eas” 
Squadron’’ is a truly great motion picture. 


PICTURE OF THE MONTH! 


Scholastic Magazine chose ‘‘Eagle Squadron”? 
its Picture of the Month! ‘We give it our most 


- enthusiastic approval,’’ says Jack Lippert, man- 


aging editor... ‘It’s in the ‘must see’ class!’’ 


“EXCEPTIONAL”! 


A member* of the Eagle Squadron thought that the 
Slying scenes in the picture were ‘‘Exceptional.”’ 


*Name on request. 
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AN HISTORIC MESSAGE 


An important editor said that in his opinion 
the Quentin Reynolds foreword to ‘‘Eagle 
Squadron’’ will go down in the annals of Amer- 
ican history as one of its great historic messages. 


(NOTE: We suggest that all theatre men show this message to their local 
editorial writers.) 


VOLUNTEER SERVICES 


Leaders of 40 important organizations after seeing 
‘*Eagle Squadron’’, volunteered to ask their mem- 
berships to assist in the publicizing of ‘‘ Eagle Squad- 
ron.’’ They believe it to be the most important pic- 
ture ever produced. 


A “MUST”! 


Mr. Bob Emery, WOR commentator, said: 
‘*Kasily taking top place, this picture of the 
Second World War, ‘EAGLE SQUADRON’, 
with its deftly interwoven staged scenes and 
actual shots of the real Squadron in action ‘in 
England, is definitely a ‘must’, as it ranks as 
an historical record.’’ 


POWERFUL DRAMA! 

“UNIVERSAL GAVE THE SCREEN ‘ALL 
QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT,’ A GREAT 
FILM EPIC OF WORLD WAR I. IT REACHES 
SIMILAR HEIGHTS WITH ‘EAGLE SQUAD- 
RON,” WALTER WANGER’S POWERFUL 
DRAMA OF THAT DARING GROUP OF 
AMERICANS FIGHTING THE PRESENT 
WORLD WAR WITH THE ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
FROM ITS FOREWORD, STATED WITH QUIET 
FORCE BY QUENTIN REYNOLDS, TO .THE 
FINAL SCENE RECORDING THE NAMES OF 
NAZI WAR CENTERS VISITED BY VENGE- 
ANCE-EXACTING BRITISH BOMBERS, ‘EAGLE 
SQUADRON’ IS COMPELLING SCREEN FARE 
OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY.’’—Daily Variety 
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Delayed Plane Shipments of U. S. Pix 
To Latin Americas Irk Sales Chiefs 





Major company foreign sales 
chiefs registered a prolonged and 
etern protest over the way airplane 
film shipments to the Latin-Ameri- 
can market have been maltreated. 
The session of foreign distribution 
managers, at the Hays office last 


Thursday (11), reviewed how ship- 
ments of films, via plane to South and 
Central America, have been delayed 
for weeks because they’ve been left 
off at cities en route to their destina- 
tion. Excuse has been that space 
on the planes was needed for war- 
time necessities. Whatever the ex- 
cuse, the foreign managers know 
that films have not been arriving on 
schedule. 

Feeling among different foreign 
gales executives is that the Ameri- 
can film business has been cooperat- 
ing to the utmost in aiding hemi- 
spheric solidarity and working with 
the Rockefeller Inter - American 
Committee. In the face of this, some 
frankly admit they have been ham- 
strung by this trouble over delayed 
plane shipments. 

Pointing out that the matter of 
priorities hardly enters into the sit- 
uation, if regular newsreel and other 
picture shinments are to go forward 
promptly to the Latin-Americas, one 
official said: 

‘These people in South and Cen- 
tral Americas are our Allies. But 
I sincerely believe if they are to re- 
main so, they will have to see for 
themselves the might of the Ameri- 
ean war ‘effort and actually see the 
weapons being turned out in the 
U. S. The best way to obtain a 
comprehensive picture of this is via 
motion pictures. But how can Latin- 
Americans get this if regular news- 
reel and film service is curtailed? 
I really don’t see where there is any 
question of priorities entering this 
problem. Pictures should be a must 
on these planes.’ 

Aside from the fact that shipping 
newsreels by boat is too unsatisfac- 
tory, because of obvious timeliness 
of such subjects, situation is shap- 
ing up so that several companies are 
leaning on Clipper plane service for 
shipping negatives (one per feature, 
with positive films being printed up 
in the Latin-American countries) on 
important feature pictures to some 
of these markets. At least one ma- 
jor U. S. company sends negatives 
to Argentina on every imoortant 
feature, and others plan following 
suit. 

Foreign managers also went into 
the frozen money situation at this 
session with little new reported. 
Also they were told of the progress 
being made on customs import and 
export inspection of films, now that 
committees have been established in 
N. Y. and Hollywood to expedite the 
service. 


U’S COSTLY BROCHURE 
ON ’42-43 PRODUCT 


Universal’s product announcement 
book for 1942-43 season, given sales- 
men at the convention in N. Y. re- 
cently, is the most elaborate issued 
by a major company in many years. 








Tabbed ‘Four Years of Solid Prog- | 


ress,’ U has designated next season's 
lineup as the ‘fifth year of better 
pictures.’ 

Films by three outside producers, 
the new Olsen & Johnson comedy, 
two Deanna Durbins and three Ab- 
bott & Costello comedies take a 
prominent place near the front of the 
book. A novel page fold is employed 
to introduce the Charles Boyer 
special. Howard Hawks’ ‘Corvettes 
in Action’ also receives a nice break, 
ditto the Walter Wanger features. 

Four-color full process plates were 


used throughout the product an- 


Bouncement. Book is leather-bound. 


Exhibition; 


Artist-members of Screen Publi- 
cists Guild of New York gave a pub- 
lic demonstration Monday (15) of 
their facility at making war posters. 
While a large crowd gathered out- 
side, three of the SPGites sketched 
in the window of the Civilian De- 
fense Information Bureau, opposite 
Grand Central station. 

Artists were Ben Rogers of RKO, 
Bob Fels of Warner Bros. and Saul 
Bass of Warners. 
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‘SQUADRON’ GETTING 
SPECIAL STAFF BALLY 


‘Eagle Squadron’ probably will 
have a special exploitation staff of 
'20 men. Maurice Bergman, Univer- 
'sal’s eastern ad-publicity chief, went 
to Baltimore last week and over 
the weekend visited Chicago, Buf- 
'falo and Harrisburg to line up staffs 
}in each city. Planned to intensify 
'exploitation via radio, billboards, 
newspapers and special baily. 

Special stress on extensive staff 
of exploiteers for ‘Eagle’ is said to 
|be forerunner of developing prob- 
lablvy one of strongest publicity-ex- 
| ploitation crews in east by Univer- 
}sal. One of moves in this direction 
| was addition of Leo Mishkin, ex- 
| publicist in N. Y. for David O. Selz- 
inick, named to eastern publicity 
staff. He’s assigned to ‘Eagle Squad- 
ron’ general publicity. 

Flight lieutenant John Hill, of the 
Eagle — who served as tech- 
nical advisor on the picture, has 
been set to do special assignment 
work in connection with openings of 
the film. George Fraser, formerly 
with 20th-Fox homeoffice publicity 
staff. has been named press contact 
on ‘Eagle Squadron.’ Still trying to 
get spot for N. Y. opening. 


Ad Film Companies 
Deny Trade Restraint 


Washington, June 16. 


Five distributors of advertising 
films, a trade association and two 
booking agencies have denied Fed- 
eral Trade Commission charges they 
conspired to suppress competition 
and create a monopoly in the trailer 
commercial business. The Com- 
mish said Friday (5) a hearing will 
occur ‘in due course.’ 

The disclaimer was submitted by 
Association of Advertising Film 
Companies, Screen Broadcast Corp., 
New York; General Screen Advertis- 
ing, Ine., Chicago; Motion Picture 
Advertising Co. New Orleans; 
United Film Ad Service, Kansas 
City; Ray-Bell Films, St. Paul; Alex- 
ander Film Co., Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; and A. V. Cauger Service, In- 
dependence, Mo. Three executives 
of the association also were signers 
of the denial. 

The Commish several months ago 
charged the distributors entered into 
individual contracts with exhibs for 
the exclusive privilege of showing 
advertising reels for specific periods. 
The allegation was admitted by 
G.S.A., the association, and Alex- 
ander, but denied by SBC. Other 
|; companies maintained the majority 
of their. contracts were non-exclu- 
sive, 

The respondents denied they 

















Worcester Censors Look 
Askance at ‘Juke’ Bally 


Worcester, Mass., June 16. 

Local censor board is on a ram- 
page again, and after seeing a pre- 
view of ‘Juke Girl,’ skedded for 
Warner house, turned thumbs down 
and picture may not be shown here. 
Board could not find anything sa- 
lacious in film, but opposed it be- 
cause of ‘malicious destruction of 
property’ shown during the plot 
However, the reviewers are expected 
to take another look before perma- 
nently barring it, as considerably 
less than a full membership saw the 
first preview. 

Advance screenings of other pic- 
tures have been asked by board, 
among them ‘Moontide,’ ‘The Out- 
law,’ ‘Twin Beds’ and ‘The Tuttles 
of Tahiti.’ 


Complications of Minn. 
Anti-Decree Statute 
Stalls ‘York’ Pop Run 


Minneapolis, June 16. 
While ‘Sergeant York’ is nation- 
ally released for popular priced runs 
July 1, it will not be available for 
such showings in Twin City houses 
until next September. The reason 
being the late release of the picture 
at the advanced 55c admission prices 


in Minneapolis and St. Paul due to 
the delayed selling which resulted 
from enactment of the state anti- 
consent decree law. 


‘A number of the Twin City inde- 
dendents holding Warner contracts 
have refused to play ‘York’ at the 
same advanced prices charged 
downtown and at neighborhood the- 
atres enjoying clearance over their 
houses. They claimed the ‘demand’ 
for the boosted scale under the cir- 
cumstances was ‘unfair’ and that to 
accede to it would establish a bad 
precedent. 


The company has notified the in- 
dependents that they will be privi- 
leged to re-buy the picture for pop- 
ular priced showing next season 
under new contracts providing for 
the usual clearance and behind a 
second loop run at the lower run, 


‘YANKEE’ AND ‘REAP’ 
AT ADVANCED PRICES 


‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ currently 
on a roadshow engagement at the 
Hollywood, N. Y., at $2.20 top and 
likely to remain’ at this house into 
the fall, will probably be sold by 
Warner Bros. similarly to ‘Sergeant 
York’ at minimum admission scales 
and straight percentage deals. Proba- 
bility is that Warners will start 
making deals on the film at an early 
date rather than wait until the end 
of the summer to make it available 
on special engagements. General re- 
lease, as with ‘York,’ would be held 
up a year or more, 

















| banded together to exercise control 
| over the trailer business, fixed rates | 
or otherwise specified the conditions | 
under which such films are unreeled. | 
|The answer said each distributor in- | 
dependently fixed the rentals. Noné! 
of the respondent distribs is or ever 
has been capable of furnishing a 
national advertising campaign for 
j|any product because of insufficient | 
contracts, the Commish was told, and | 


| 


| the association was formed in re-| 
sponse to requests from advertisers | 
anxious to get national coverage. 





Women in Uniform Film | 
Idea Intrigues H’wood | 


{| New women’s army now being or- 
| ganized has piqued Hollywood in- 
terest as & picture subject, with at 
least six studios thinking about it, 
as evidenced by title registrations 
during the past couple’ weeks. 
David O. Selznick is the latest, stak- 
ing out ‘The WAACS’. 

Metro holds ‘Women’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps’ and ‘First Wo- 
men’s Army’; Walter Wanger ‘The 
WAAFS’ (British women’s army) 
and ‘The Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps of the U.S.A’.; Edward Small 
and 20th-Fox both ‘Petticoat Army’; 
and Paramount ‘Soldier Women,’ 
‘Girl in the Ranks’ and ‘Girl in the 


Tradeshows 


| Tuesday, June 23— ‘Apache Trail’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Crossroads’ (M-G), in 











| 42) 
| been 


Selling ‘Reap Wild Wind’ singly 
and at increased admission prices, 
Paramount is working on a deal with 
Loew’s to send it on its way in the 
Greater New York area. Picture 
was sold first-run to the Music Hall, 
N. Y., but has been held up since 
then due to the Loew’s deal. 


Under the Par policy, ‘Reap’ will 
not be released to any account until 


next year, except where exhib 
agrees to a minimum 44c matinee 
and a 55¢ evening price. 

Film went into the Paramount, 
| Brooklyn, some weeks ago. This is 


a downtown first-run operated by 
the Par-Fabian-Warner pool, which 
has precedence over Loew’s, 
‘Holiday Inn,’ a this year’s (1941- 
release which has tentatively 
spotted in the seventh Par 
block, may also be sold: singly, in 
which event the final group on this 
season’s Par deliveries will number 
four instead of five pictures. 


However, while ‘Inn’ is down for 
Labor Day release, it is being de- 
livered, no matter how sold, as a 
this season’s film. 





WINGART PINCH-HITTING 


Earl Wingart, formerly 20th-Fox 
publicity head in the homeoffice, 
joined Paramount Monday (15) on 
a special assignment for several 
weeks. He will contact magazines 
and do other special work on ‘Holi- 
day Inn" and ‘Wake Island,’ 

Wingart was put on at Par partly 
to pinch-hit for Aileen Brenon, who 
is ill and probably won’t return to 
her desk as mag contact for sev- 





all exchange cities. 


eral weeks. 


Republic Buys Back Its Minnesota 
Franchise; Theatres and Exchanges 





/ 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Republic bought its Minneapoiis 
franchise through a deal engineered 
by James R. Grainger with Gilbert 
Nathanson, owner of the northern 
city rights since the ceremony was 
organized in 1935. 

Purchase leaves only six fran- 
chises not directly controlled by Re- 
public. American exchanges re- 
maining in individual hands are in 
Seattle, Pittsburgh, Kansas City and 
Washington. Two others are in Can- 
ada.and England. 





WB Changes in D. C. 

Washington, June 16. 
Leroy Sherman, manager of the 
Savoy, resigned, and a number of 
promotions resulted, according to 
John J. Payette, general zone man- 
ager for Warner Bros. They include: 
Ernest Wells from Apollo to Savoy 
as manager; William Rudden from 
Home to Apollo as manager; John J. 
Marcon, assistant manager of Earle 
to manager of Horse; Alex Kala- 
bokes from office of Earle to assist- 
ant manager same house; and Bert 
Hamm, from Earle service staff to 
clerk in Earle office. 


Hamrick’s Shakeu 

Portland, Ore., June 16. 
Hamrick-Evergreen Theatres in 
shakeup of personnel hereabouts. 
H. B. Sobottka, former manager of 
the Paramount, to executive position 
at Seattle headquarters while Frank 
L. Newman, Jr., moved from mang 
agership of the Orpheum to Par- 
amount. Z. M. Volchock, former 
manager of the Hollywood and Ori- 
ental, transferred to Orpheum. Vic 
Keedy, former assistant manager of 
J. J. Parker’s Broadway, will re- 
place Volchock at Hollywood and 
Frank Breall will boss the Oriental. 
Other shifts put M. M. Mesher, 
advertising and publicity director, 
into local assistant district manager 
post, and Earl R. Hunt into adver- 
tising spot. 





U’s Nate Blumberg Drive 
Universal launched a _ 20-week 
‘Nate Blumberg World-Wide Play- 
date Drive’ last Saturday (13), with 
more than 2,500 employees of the 
company’s sales and distributing de- 
partments in U. S., Canada and 16 
foreign countries participating. 
There will be three groups in the 
domestic field, with prizes awarded 
to the first five exchanges on results 
achieved. There also will be separ- 
ate Canadian drives and another in 
the foreign field. Additionally, there 
will be three separate prizes for the 
top district managers having ex- 
changes in the lead at the end of the 
campaign. 





Ernest Stern Vice Kloos 
Pittsburgh, June 16. 

Ernest Stern, son of Norbert Stern, 
owner of South Park Drive-In, ap- 
Rinted to Par’s booking staff, where 
he succeeds Kill Kloos, who has gone 
into the army as a second lieutenant. 
Theodore Mikolowsky, veteran ex- 
hibitor, has purchased the mortgage 
on Liberty theatre in Masontown, 
Pa., from A. O. Partridge, this pre- 
venting a sheriff’s sale. David Trim- 
ble has operated Liberty since 1933 
in association with R. B. Hays, a 
banker, and Mikolowsky, owner and 
operator of Rex in Masontown. Pres- 
ent leasing arrangement expires 
Dec, 1. 
Bob Brown, formerly manager of 
the State in Wilkinsburg, who re- 
cently returned to work for Warner 
circuit after a long illness, now man- 
aging the Princess in Donora. Brown 
is a son of Harry Brown, until a 
year ago manager of town’s only 
legit site, Nixon. 
Lawrence Lowstetter, operator of 
Vox theatre in Greensboro, Pa., has 
leased State in Meyersdale, which re- 
opened under his management last 
week. State is owned by Mrs. E. A. 
Preem and had been booked by Ideal 
circuit of Johnstown for several 
years. Vox has reverted to its owner, 
F. H. Black, who took it over June 1 
upon expiration of Lowsetter’s deal. 

New McClure theatre in Woods 
Run district, an ‘open and closed’ 
house for several years, has been 
remodeled and opened by Floyd Pe- 
terson, newcomer to exhibition in 
this area. 





& 
Bowing te War Needs 
Port Hammond, B. C., June 16. 
Film stars have yielded to Air 
Raid Precaution workers at the 
Hammond theatre, Port Hammond. 
The playhouse has been converted 
into a 20-bed ARP hospital. 


N. ¥. WB Regional Sets Plans 

At Saturday-Sunday (13-14) War- 
ner sales sessions covering forces in 
the metropolitan New York district, 
headed by Sam Lefkowitz, machin- 
ery was set in motion for this sum- 
mer’s selling drive, while also among 
topics on the agenda were handling 
of Government shorts, best methods 
of bookings in furtherance of the 
war effort, shorts producing plans of 
the company itself for the coming 
season, ete. 








In addition to Lefkowitz and 


Roger Mahan, N. Y. branch manager, 
who presided over sessicns, those 
attending included homeoffice rep- 
resentatives, Roy Haines, Norman H. 
Moray and Arthur Sachson. Moray 
discussed shorts, while Haines and 
Sachson dwelt on forthcoming re- 
leases, plus ‘Sgt. York’ which goes 
out at pop prices July 4. 





St. Clair’s Higher Post 


Joe St. Clair, salesman covering 
the Long Island territ’.«y oui of the 
N. Y. Twentieth-Fox exchange, has 
been made office manager at branch 
headquarters, succeeding Moe San- 
ders, who has taken over sales su- 
pervision of the northern New Jer- 
sey and upstate New York accounts, 

Charles Goetz was placed over 
Brooklyn and Long Island as result 
of the promotion of Joe Lee as me- 
tropolitan N. Y. sales manager, suc- 
ceeding Harry Buxbaum. There will 
be no successor to St. Clair as L. I. 
salesman, with the island to be 
divvied up among others in the ex- 
change. 





Jack Redmond to Chi 
Des Moines, June 16. 
Jack Redmond, manager of the 
Orpheum, Sioux City, Ia., for many 
years, will succeed Morgan Ames 
with the Mort Singer chain, with 
headquarters in Chicago. Redmond’s 
successor at the Rialto, Sioux City, 
will be Robert Whelan, associated 
with the theatre for many years. 
_ Tri-States’ naw managerial setup 
in Ottumwa, Ia., follows: Ottumwa 
theatre,~ C. Russell Hill; Capitol, 
Ernest Murtfeld; Rialto, Chas. Plow; 
Strand, Steve Halachoulis, and 
Zephyr, Chas. Wilson. 





Short-Lived Newsreeler 

Operation of the Republic (now 
known as the Victory theatre) on 
West 42d street, N. Y., as a news- 
reel house was shortlived. It ran 
as newsreeler, with shorts, for 
about a month. Now the theatre is 
double-featuring with oldies on a 
grind policy. It housed burlesque 
until shuttered by the city admin- 
istration. 

Gaiety, which also ran burlesque 
and girl shows, is featuring the sex 
angle of its twin-feature programs. 
This Broadway house has used four 
known ‘sex’ films since reopening as 
a film theatre, most of the ones 
booked being more lurid on bally- 
hoo than actually on the screen. 





Tish’s Dayton Post 
Kansas City, June 16. 

Sammy Tish left Loew’s Midland 
to become assistant manager at 
Loew's, Dayton, receiving appoint- 
ment from Mike Cullen, divisional 
chief. Tish began his service with 
Loew’s here at the Midiand as an 
usher under Manager John McManus 
and held down spot as chief of ser- 
vice when he departed. Tom Del- 
bridge, assistant to McManus, also 
left for a position as assistant at 
| Loew’s Penn in Pittsburgh, and with 
|Tish made drive east McManus has 
|not yet appointed a new chief of 
service for the Midland. 





Columbia’s Exploiteers 

Columbia Pictures’ exploitation 
department, headed by Frank P. 
Rosenberg, has undergone three new 
| changes. Harry K. McWilliams, for- 
mer publicity director of the Para- 
mount, Toledo, and the Publix thea- 
tres in Dallas, replaces Leo Pillot, 
now with Army Air Corps at Scott 
Field, Tl. . 

Abraham Bernstein, trade paper 
reporter more recently field ex- 
ploiteer for Universal and Columbia, 
assigned to Boston office as New 
England exploiteer. Samuel Geison, 
formerly with Tom Fizdale, Inc., 
added to exploitation department as 
special writer. 

Paula Gould now daily newspaper 
contact woman for Loew’s State, 
N. Y., succeeding Terry Donaghue, 
resigned to reenter newspaper work. 








WB’s Exchange Revamps 

Moving up personnel, Morris 
Shipp has been made office manager 
of the Warner Bros. exchange at Los 
Angeles, while Car] Burrows has 
been promoted to post of head 
booker and Henry Slater appointed 
salesman covering the Arizona ter- 


ritory. Addition to the staff is 
Arthur Snyder, salesman, formerly 
with the Warner Seattle branch. 


A. W. Schwalberg, in charge of 
Warner exchange operations from 
the homeoffice, is at present in L. A. 
contacting the local sales force. 

Angelo Lombardi, former office 
Manager for WB in New Haven, 
transferred to the N. Y. exchange in 
same post, succeeding S. ‘Macomber. 
William Cummings from _ Boston 
branch takes over in New Haven. 





Woodward to Atlanta 
Walter E. Woodward succeeds 
Harry Dodge as special Paramount 
shorts and news representative in 
the Atlanta district. Company has 10 
shorts distribution representatives 
scattered throughout the country. 
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JAMES CRAIG » NANCY KELLY 
Adaptation for the Screen by Adelaide Heilbron 
From the Comedy Drama Stage Success, 
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Friday evening, June 19th, at the 
Rivoli Theatre—buck privates, gobs 


and leathernecks escorting the thousand Ri eK KK kD 


girls from the American Women’s Volun- 
tary Service who lead in the sale of War 
Bonds and Stamps. A colorful, 2 ro- 
mantic, a typically American occasion 


Uncle Sam Is Calling All Exhibitors To Sell War Savings Bonds and Stamps, 
the whole industry will be watching}, 
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| angri-La Au or] 
Prince Littler Acquires Stoll Holdings, | sh gri-La A thor | 


Repping Brit. Backers; Price Said to 


Be $700,000; New Circuit Rivalry 


London, May 15. 
Although not officially announced, 
it’s understood that Prince Littler 


has already acquired the Stoll fam- 
ily holdings in the late Sir Oswald 
Stoll’s theatres. 

Company's capital comprises £2,- 
190,000 (about $8,760,000) in 2,090,000 
ordinary £1 shares and 100,000 man- 
agement shares of £1. Of these, 
Stoll family owned entire stock of 
management shares and 320,000 ordi- 
nary shares, the entire lot of which 
was purchased by Littler for £175,- 
000 ($700,000). 

It's believed the backers are a 
Leicester family named Wheeler. 
Although purchasers have been of- 
fered $200,000 profit, they refuse to 
sell, but are intent on going ahead 
in developing the circuit, having al- 
ready made big strides. 

Most important in their plans is 
the appointment of William Cruik- 
shank, head of Howard & Wynd- 
hams, Ltd. (not yet announced, but 


imminent), which control 11 im- 
portant theatres in England and 
Scotland. With the Stoll circuit 


and houses owned by Prince and 
Emile Littler, this brings circuit up 
to around 26 houses. Deals are also 
pending with some other indie the- 
atre owners for purpose of amalga- 
mation, with hope of bringing total 
up to over 30 houses, which will give 
company status to compete with 
General Theatres and Moss Empires, 
whose total is 26 spots. This will be 
a boon for producers, who can have 
competition for their attractions on 
probably better terms. 


+ 


Idea of including Jack Hylton in | 


the directorate is still being mooted, 
with all agreed that Hylton’s round- 
up of stars, his leasing of two West 
End theatres, Adelphi and His Ma- 
jesty’s, and shows would be of con- 
siderable help and make competition 
with GTC and Moss Empires easier. 
But some of the directors, while in 
favor of working with Hylton, are 
opposed to having him on the di- 
rectorate, with position still being 
heavily debated. 

As soon as things get set, directors 
intend to form a _ trust company, 
which will own and control all the 
holdings in the central company. 
Idea is similar to Gaumont-British 
and General Theatres, both of which 
are controlled by the Bradford & 
Metropolitan Trust. 


REISMAN BACK FROM 
SO. AMERICAN TREK 





Phil Reisman, RKO’s v.p. in} 


charge of foreign sales, returned to 
New York this week from a five- 
week tour of South American key 
cities. He came in by Clipper from 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Orson Welles, who is shooting the 
Brazilian sequence for a forthcom- 
ing RKO feature, was delayed about 
10 days in ‘photographiing some 





War Economy 


London, May 15. 

Clothes rationing has pro- 
duced an oddity in Watford, 
town near London. 

Watford, which chooses a car- 
nival queen annually, has se- 
lected one Betty Oliner, last 
year’s queen, and her attendants 
to repeat this year because se- 
lecting a new one would have 
entailed new clothing for them. 


WB, HOYTS IN 
DEAL ON 8 PIX 


Sydney, June 16. 
Warners has set a new deal with 











the Hoyts circuit covering eight 
major films. 
Warners apparently has tabooed 


its former idea of operating its own 
theatres in order to secure proper 
outlets in Australia. 

Price of new deal has not been 
revealed but it is reported to have 
set a new high in this zone. 











______—(Continued from page 2 





other was in town until the General 
|} had gone. 
| . 

The mild-mannered British author, 


Horizon,’ ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ ‘We 
| Are Not Alone’ and ‘Rage in Hea- 


ven’ was outspoken in his disap- 
|pointment at missing Doolittle, 
' 


whom he had never met. 

‘He's the only fellow who could 
really tell me what my Shangri-La 
is like,’ Hilton chuckled, admitting 
considerable pleasure in President 
Roosevelt's revival of interest in the 
imaginary locale of ‘Lost Horizon. 
‘It makes a fellow feel good after 
some years to find the world sudden- 
ly interested all over again in some- 
thing he thought up 10 years before.’ 


Hilton explained the origin of the 
name for the local press, said he 
didn’t know how he happened to 
hit on it. ‘La,’ of course, is the word 
for ‘mountain fastness’ in Tibet. 
‘Shangri’ sounds like a _ Tibetan 
name, means nothing. Hilton said 
‘he had never visited Tibet himself 
| save in flights of fancy. 

The writer was accompanied by 
his secretary, and by. Lou Harris, 
DeMille’s executive asfistant. They 
spent several days in ArkanSas and 
Tennessee interviewing friends and 
relatives of Dr. Wassell, among them 
his 86-year-old mother, who still 
lives in the Little Rock home where 
grew up the Navy doctor who made 
an amazing rescue of 10 wounded 
Americans from the hell of a falling 
Java: his wife, Mrs. Madeleine Was- 
sell, who lives in the 200-popula- 
tioned Arkansas village of St. 





Charles. a 














Army Rags Favor Show Biz 


Continued from page 2 

















obit on page four in The Stars and , wave to the A.E.F. and a story about | }.q of the RAF. 


responsible for such works as ‘Lost | 


Hits British ‘Hypocrisy 





| 


to see two English comedians in 





London, May 15. 


Robert Finnigan, in his presidential address to the National Asso- 
ciation of Theatrical and Cinema Employees in London, discussing 
Sunday openings for stage shows, said it was ‘the craziest piece of 
hypocritical legislation of the English-speaking races.’ 

‘These worthy politicians endeavor to dictate how the teeming mil- 
lions of Londoners should spend their Sunday leisure, he added. ‘And 
it is permissible for them to go to cinemas where they can see and 
hear the latest rhumba, wise-cracks, dancing girls and thrillers, but 


plain dress together on the stage 


| was-to them a desecration of the Sabbath.’ 








Spanish Trade Mission in Argentine 
Pushes F alangist Propaganda 





More Svenskas 
Washington, June 16, 

Sweden is increasing its motion 
picture production, according to re- 
ports to the Commerce Department, 
both in quality and volume, and op- 
erations currently are at record 
levels. 

Several features have been pro- 
duced recently, based on Swedish 
literature, but American, British, 
German and French films still are 
being exhibited. 


PORTAL AND KORDA ON 








London, June 16. 
Two men formerly in the British 
film industry, Sir Charles Portal and 


and distributing exec, is 
Chief Marshal, which 


He was raised on 


operation 
now Air 





is 


Stripes, weekly of the U. S. armed | them, topped by a photo of Dinah|ine honors list to Knight Grand 


forces in Ireland and England 
Both papers, written by enlisted 
men for enlisted men, gave plenty of 


other indications, too, that show bus- | 


iness is a universal tongue. Yank 


hore and Eddie Cantor. Disc 
column tells of formation of Rec- 
ords for Our Fighting Men, Inc., 
new non-profit organization to sup- 
ply waxings ¢and phonographs to 
service men. Lead paragraph ; is 


-| pretty much typical of Yank writ- | 


gives almost four of its 24 tabloid | ing: 


pages to films, radio, legit and rec- | 


ords. 


pages, carries, in addition to the 


“Whether you're wooing a spirited 


Stars and Stripes, only eight! coltieen under an emerald moon in 


North Ireland, rhapsodizing a dusky 


Barrymore obit, a box in its June 6| queen under a wavy palm in-Hono- 


issue calling attention to Louis B. 
Mayer’s $704,526 salary last year. 
also lists a few other top Hollywood 
Salaries, suggesting that, ‘Whiie 


how much Congress will add te that 
sum in the Army pay bill, consider 
the salaries paid last year to half-a- 
dozen film personages.’ 

Yank’s amusement section carries a 
full-page picture of Jane Randolph, 
who is to appear in ‘Highways by 
Night’ (RKO). Also a two-column 
,;cut of Anne Baxter, to be seen in 
|The Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO). 
They are accompanied by eight re- 





bution to overseas.forces.’ Reviews 
run only about 10 lines each. First 
they give the principal players, with 
an explanatory parentheses after 
each [Ann Sheridan (a nice Irish 
dish¥, Red Skelton (funny), Marlene 
Dietrich (herself)j. Then there's a 


river background material, Reisman } brief idea of the story. 


said. Welles was to have returned 

with the former. 

Already Set on Stars fer 
Xmas Panto in London 


London, May 15. 
has already been 





A star lineup 


Number of the reviews are rather 
noncommittal. Pix definitely recom- 
mended are Metro’s ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
| (‘for men who think all the fighting 
|is done by soldiers’); Universal's ‘The 





Spoilers’ (if you like action. if you! 


| like Dietrich...’), Paramount's ‘Take 
|a Letter, Darling’ (‘Light as the 


gsthered by Emile Littler for his | CTUSt 0M mother’s pies, but good en- 


next West End pantomime at Christ- 
mas. Panto is ‘Cinderella,’ and re- 
unites Nervo and Knox and Naugh- 


ton and Gold, members of George | 


Black’s original Palladium ‘Crazy 
Gang,’ with former as the ‘ugly’ sis- 
ters and latter the ‘robbers.’ Sonny 
Hale will play Buttons, 
wife, Jessie Matthews, likely to be 
Cinderella. 

Show will play at Strand theatre, 
which Littler has under long lease. 


Arg. Fosters Native Plays 


Buenos Aires, June 9. 
In an effort to improve the stand- 
ard of locai theatre writing and also 





with his | 


| tertainment’). 
| Comment on Warner Bros.’ 
kee Doodle Dandy’ is: ‘It 
without trying to, that this 
jneeds a marching song’: on ‘Maisie 
|Gets Her Man’ (M-G), ‘There’s an 
| Army camp sequence at the end 
jthat’s good for a laugh and is 
Strangely accurate for films’; on “The 
Invaders’ (Col), ‘It proves, but not 
heavily, that we don’t think and live 
like Nazis’; on ‘Kings Row’ (WB), 
‘Plenty goes on, both wholesome and 
unwholesome,’ and on ‘Broadway’ 
(U), ‘The treatment is novel....’ 
There’s also a stick on WB's recent 
$5,000,000 war bond preem of ‘Yan- 
kee Doodle Dandy’ in New York. 
Section likewise carries a story on 
Irving Berlin's all-soldier show, ‘This 


*‘Yan- 
proves, 





apparently to cut down the number /Is_ the Army,’ and on the recent 
of foreign plays locally produced, | three-night experimental perform- 


the Instituto Nacional de Estudios 
de Teatro has opened a contest for 


| Wace by the Maurice Evans company 
| of ‘Macbeth’ at Fort Meade, Md. Cor- 


locai independent theatres to present | respondent reported that almost ail 


original works. 


|the men he himself questioned want- 


Professionals are barred from the | ed more Shakespeare, 


writing and, although they may as- 
sist in production of the selected 
work. 


Radio section of Yank includes log 
of news and regular commercial en- 
tertainment shows beamed by short- 


you’re doing mental arithmetic on | 


army | 


| lulu, crooning in your best bath- 


I} house manner to a lovely lady in| 


| Darwin, or merely making a pass at 
'a babe near the Brooklyn Navy 
| Yard, you’re going to have the best 
in music to help you along.’ 

| There are also book reviews (‘Pri- 
vate Purkey in Love and War,’ by 
H. I. Phillips, and ‘Mechanized 
Might,’ by Major Paul C. Raborg), 
| and a list of current U. S. best-sell- 
ers. 

| Yank, a tabloid printed in gravure, 
;carries a full-page photo of a gun 
|}crew in Australia on its cover and 
|is spiced with pictures and excellent 


views of films ‘scheduled for distri-| cartoons all the way through. It’s | 


,Sprightly, informative and _ enter- 
taining. Lead story is of the Army 
| Pay boost about to go into effect. 
| Paper is rather magazine-like in 
| format, not unlike the N. Y. Times 
|Sunday Magazine, This Week or 
| Parade Weekly supplements. 

| Stories are mostly of a feature 
, nature, although many of them deal 
| with events of the past week, be- 
cause there’s no telling how long 
|it will take for the paper to get to 
| its various destinations. They're be- 
ing expedited by plane as much as 
possible. Price Sec per copy at 
post exchanges or 75c for six months 
by subscription. 


iS 


regular news stock, contains much 
more spot news than Yank, inasmuch 
as its audience is closer. Much of 
the copy is provided by Associated 
Press and United Press. There's 
jalso such useful info as how to 
transpose values of English money 
into U. S. and vice versa. 

Both Yank and Stars and Stripes 
give considerable space to sports. 
Both carry baseball results and 
standings, in addition to the Army’s 
own sports activities and news of 
former sports celebs now in uniform. 

Yank has an original comic strip 
by Corp. Dave Breger, while Stars 
and Stripes carries ‘L’il Abner,’ ‘Joe 
Palooka’ and ‘Superman.’ 





RKO’s New Chile Branch 


A new branch office, third for the 
country, has been opened in Chile 
at Concepcion, according io word 
received by RKO’s home office. 
Carlos Tortorelli will be in charge. 

Other two branches are at San- 
tiago and Valparaiso. 





The Stars and Stripes, printed on | 


Cross of Bath. 

| Korda, part owner of United Art- 
ists, is now producing in Hollywood. 
| He is a Hungarian by birth. He was 
|made a Knight Bachelor. 





Britain Rents Theatre 
| In London for Forces 


London, May 15. 
| Green Bros. and Charles Clore 
have leased their London Casino 
(formerly Prince Edward theatre) to 
ithe Government, 

Theatre will be used as sports spot, 
} particularly boxing for the Forces, 
junder the aegis of the Marquis of 
| Queensbury. Other entertainments, 
when possible, will also be given. 
.. This is first instance in this war 
that Government has rented theatre 
for troops entertainment. 


| 


Wedgwood Resigns 
| Assoc. British Post 
London, May 15. 

| Sir Ralph Wedgwood, nominated 
by Board of Trade to chairmanship 
lof Associated British Cinemas in 
| place of the late John Maxwell when 
| Mrs. Maxwell ‘sold part of her hold- 
ing to Warners, resigned and has 
| been succeeded by A. G. Alien, head 
of Allen & Overy, Mrs. Maxwell’s 
attorneys. 

Neil Adshead is also off the ABC 
|board, with Wedgwood coming off 
|j}board of ABC subsidiary, Union 
|Cinemas, Ltd. Allen and Dr. E. G. 
| Fletcher have gone on Union board, 

A. Warter as chairman. 


iwith F. 
| Warter was son-in-law of Maxwell. 


| 


|| Mess of Marxes 


Continued from page 1 











is underway another will be started 
with Harpo in the main billing, this 
one a musical. 

Should Chico’s tour with his band 
continue its smash biz, he'll also be 
placed at head of another musical. 

Just now Harpo is torn between 
two propositions as he’s wanted as a 
regular to fill the John Barrymore 
void in the Sealtest airshow. He does 
his second guest shot June 25 and 
producer Dick Mack wants him to 
continue as regular with some make- 
over of his character so he’ll be 
a more sympathetic type and not 
such a flip-wisecracker. Mack hopes 
to accomplish this by having him 
pushed around by the rest of the 
cast, and writers are now at work 
on material to this end for his ap- 
proval, should he choose radio in- 
stead of returning to the stage. 





KING’S HONORS LIST. 


Alexander Korda, were on_ the 
King’s birthday honors list an-| 
nounced last week. Portal, theatre 


Buenos Aires, June 9. 

Arrival here of a super-powered 
trade mission headed by Don Ri- 
cardo Aunos, first such expedition 
sent to South America by General 
Franco, has served intensify 
beating of the Falangist propaganda 
drum, especially 
ment fields. 

Although getting great ap- 
proval from the public at large, 
which from the time of the Spanish 
civil war has been anti-Franco, the 
Aunos mission has been gladhanded 
by Acting President Ramon S. Cas- 
tillo and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Dr, Enrique Ruiz Guinazu, plus 
other official biggies. 

A number of local big shots, plus 
figures in the entertainment biz 
| whose pro-Democratic leanings have 
never been too strong, have formed 
a group on which the Spanish mis- 
sion is working. There's been fer- 
tile ground because quite a number 
|of people here, especially some film 
; men, are anxious to do business with 
| Madrid even though they suspect 
bey Franco’s reps are only purchas- 
| ing agents for the Axis. 


to 
in the entertain- 


no 





There have been quite a number 
lof undercover talks between mem- 
| bers of the mission and picture peo- 
ple, with lavish promises being 
made that, now’ that Spain under- 
| Stands their problem, it will be clear 
‘sailing for Argentine picts in Spain. 
|More practical industry leaders, 
| knowing past history, are inclined to 





give the gesture the fisheye, but 
'those who insist that business is 
|business apparently are  uncon- 
| cerned. 

| Much of what the mission is say- 
ing is disproven by Madrid’s own 


announcements regarding films, con- 
cert and stage artists, but Aunos and 
company are building hopes never- 
theless. & 


More Spanish Pix 

More Spanish picts than seen here 
for some time have opened in the 
\last month, in part due to interest 
in the mission’s arrival but mainly 
the result of work by pro-Falangists. 
| Strangely enough a number of these 
are being handled by U. S. compa- 


nies. Latter are in no way propa- 
ganda films but pre-civil war and 
ithere’s much argument within the 


industry as to whether or not such 
showings aren’t indirectly aiding 
Franco nevertheless by ‘proving’ his 
point that Spain is the home of real 
Spanish art. 

Spanish stage works have also 
been on the increase, with one show, 
‘Maravillias de Espana,’ at the Ave- 


nida, setting a new high. Book is 
by Olga Enhart and cast includes 
Josefina Llaser, Lita Enhart, Ana- 





maria Gonzalez and Paquita Dar- 
j reta. 

| Spanish gypsy singer and guitar- 
jist Juan Jose Padilla has also been 
|chalking up new records, Insidious 
part of such shows is that they're 
not direct propaganda and therefore 
many attend unwittingly, not realiz- 
ing that they’re indirectly aiding the 
Franco cause. 

General effort of Falangist spie!- 
ing in the press is to stress that war 
is of no concern to Latin-America 
or, for that matter, to Spain. Pha- 
lanx-minded newspapers like Diaric 
Espanol, Correo de Galicia and 
Nuevo Orden have stressed this 
theme and also harped on the idea 
that the real affinity is between 
Spain and Latin-America not be- 
tween the Pan-American republics. 

There isn’t much said about 
Franco’s connection with Hitier and 
Mussolini but Falangist newspapers, 
films and stage shows try constant- 
ly to stress the flesh-and-blood 
bonds between the countries of His- 
panidad. 























- ner nce tes rea TR OSE NS TO REE eon epee ETT te 





WT ee, . € x ‘ F penate "¥s DRE CY GES] | MOA PL ELE TEE IT 
EP i apa, ted) - OI OS, ee daneck osnplaapys areata de (ese tia lie Spc 5 apn a Ay 4 ie APE Ne AEE eo wh 


dha oohagehs roe ae a Seep abepese ee ye REET BI . se orm pares 





de 





— 











~ 
Mnoeen ie 

















~- es - digits pESIUS ¢ . . . = — ea ee eee _— a EN A ge een a atthe a 
so nanan tees > emi aivnk aw | ne ON =~ — : a mewn tun neve —oaee = = = a ————EEE— A i a Gah stp aT ha we RET Te EE SE ne eee Se a 





> 


Ghai re gar uate ote 





GEST / 


JOAN LESLIE 


ith 


wi 


RICHARD WHORE 


LYRICS AND MUSIC OF 
JEANNE CAGNEY + FRANCES LANGFORD + GEORGE TOBIAS + IRENE MANNING 


COHAN 


} 
on ha 
i 

Prt 


f 
a ty 


D ON THE STORY 
s 


GEORGE M 


BIGGER THAN THE BIG 





Directed by MI CHAE L cu RTIZ * Screen Play by Robert Buckner and Edmund Joseph « Original Story by Robert Buckner 


WALTER HUSTON 


Wednesday, June 17, 1942 


BASE 























20 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 17, 1942 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 
a complete chart of feate:re releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given tn 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M-—Melodrama; C-—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western: D—Dtrama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of Variety's review and running time, 











WEEK OF RELEASE—4/23/42 
Down Rio Grande Way (Col) M J. Parker-T. Brown 
Hello Annapolis (Col) Ww C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
The Bashful Bachelor (RKO) 3/18 Cc 72 Lum & Abner-Z. Pitts 
Westward Hoe (Rep) 4/29 w 56 B. Steel-T. Tyler 
Saboteur (U) 4/29 M 108 R. Cummings-R. Lane 
Twin Beds (UA) 4/22 € 83 G.Brent-J. Bennett 
I Was Framed (WB) 4/8 M 61 R. Middleton-J. Parker 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/30/42 
Wife Takes a Flyer (Col) 





4/22 87. J. Bennett-F. Tone 


You're Telling Me (U) H. Herbert-P. Paige 
Jukebox Jenny (U) 3/25 65 K. Murray-H. Hilliard 


Larceny, Inc. (WB) 3/4 9 E. Robinson-J. Wyman 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/7/42 


Desperate Chance for Ellery Queen (Col) W. Gargan-M. Lindsay 
Corpse Vanishes (Mone) 6/3 & B. Lugosi 

The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 13/18 90 B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
Scattergood Rides High (RKO) 3/18 65 G. Kibbee-D. Moore 
My Gal Sal (20th) 4/22 101 R. Hayworth-V. Mature 
Broadway (U) 5/6 83 G. Raft-P. O’Brien 


WEEK OF RELEASE—5/14/42 


Not A Lady’s Man (Col) P. Kelly-F. Wray 
The Devil’s Trail (Col) . Elliott-T. Ritter 
She’s In The Army (Mono) 

This Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 
Grand Central Murder (M-G) 4/22 
Mayor of 44th Street (REC 3/18 
Remember Pearl Harbor (Rep) 5/13 
Romance on the Range (Rep) 4/22 


Bhi with Win CUA). 12/2 

ps s 

Mystery of Marie Rogert (U} /8 6@ Pp. Knowles-M. Montez 

In This Our Life (WB) 4/8 95 B. Davis-O. deHavilland 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/21/42 

Sweetheart of the Fleet (fol) J. Davis-J. Falkenburg 


Cc 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 3/18 M 79 L. Ayres-L. Day 
Where the Trail Ends (Mono) w T. Keene 
My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3/18 M 78 B. Hope-M. Carroll 
Tuttles of Tahiti (RKO) 3/18 M 91 C. Laughton-J. Hall 
Yukon Patrol (Rep M A. Lane-L. Conway 
Man Who Wouldn’t Die (20th) 4/22 a 73 +L. Nolan-M. Weaver 

MU 
Cc 








wav 








G. Murphy-A. Shirley 
75 D. Barrie-F. MacKenzie 
R. ers-G. Hayes 

35. C«S:z«w ers-M. Weaver 
J. Clements-L. Banks 


okKode eKEeda 
é 








Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
Let’s Get Tough (Mono) T. Brown-F. Rice 
Syncopation (RKO 5/6 MU 88 A. Menjou-J. Cooper 
Whispering Ghost (20th) 4/22 Cc % Mz. Berle-B. Joyce 

Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 M S585 J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
Almost Married (U) Cc R. Paige-J. Frazee 


The Spoilers (U) 


4/15 87 M. Dietrich-R. Scott 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/28/42 


Meet the Stuarts (Col) 5/206 
Down Texas Way (Mono) 

In Old California (Rep) 6/10 
Stardust On The Sage (Rep) 5/27 
The Cyclone Kid (Rep) 

Falcon Takes Over (RKO) 5/6 
Moontide (20th) 4/22 

Miss Annie Rooney (UA) 5/27 
Juke Girl (WB) 4/8 








72 W. Holden-F. Day 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 
88 J. Wayne-B. Barnes 
65 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 
62 G. Sanders-L. Bari 
84 


Bevkdddd. 


90 A. Sheridan-R. Regan 
WEEK OF RELEASE—6/4/42 








Submarine Raider (Col) 

We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 
One Mysterious Night (Mono) 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 
Moonlight Masquerade (Rep) 
Tough As They Come (U) 

Lady Gangster (WB) 


d. Howard-M. Chapman 
83 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
J. Beal 
538 T. Holt-F. Neal 
D. O’Keefe-B. Kean 


B. Halop-B. Dunsley 
62 F. Emerson-J. Bishop 


WEEK OF RELEASE—6/11/42 


They All Kissed the Bride (Col) 6/3 C 8% M. Dougilas-J. Crawford 
My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 85 K. Kyser-E. Drew 
Thru Different Eyes (20th) 6/3 M 67 F. Craven-M. Howard 
Private Buckaroo (U) 6/3 = 68 Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
Ww 
M 


Kao Skok 








Danger in the Pacific (U) D. Terry-L. Carrillo 
Silver Bullet (U) J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
The Big Shot (WB) 6/3 82 H. Bogart-J. Manning 


WEEK OF RELEASE 6/18/42 











Parachute Nurse (Col) M M. Chapman-P. Clark 

Riders of The Northlands (Col) Ww C. Starrett-R. Hayden 

Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 M .79 V. MacLagilen-E. O’Brien 

Lady In A Jam (U) Cc L Dunn-F. Knowles 

Phantom Plainsmen (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 
WEEK OF RELEASE—6/25/42 








Rubber Racketeers (Mono) M R. Cortez-R. Hudson 
Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost (RKO 5/3 C 1 UL. Velez-E. Errol 

Ten Gentlemen from West Point (20th) 6/3 M 104 G. Montgomery-M. O’Hara 
There’s One Born Every Minute (U) C @ 4. Herbert-T. Brown 
Friendly Enemies (UA) Cc C. Winninger-C. Ruggles 


WEEK OF RELEASE 17/2/42 
Atlantie Convoy (Col) — 

















J. Beal-V. Field 

Lure of the Islands (Mono) ® M, Hart 

Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hays 
Postman Didn’t Ring (20th) Cc R. Travis-B. Joyce 
Deep in Heart of Texas (U) Cc R. Stock-B. Crawford 
Sergeant York (WB) 17/2/41 D 134 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 

WEEK OF RELEASE—7/9/42 
Top Sergeant (U) Cc L. Carrillo-A. Devine 


Flight Lieutenant (Col) P. O’Brien-G. Ford 


TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 


Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 
This Time for Keeps (M-G) 
True to the Army (Par) 3/18 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 

Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 
Tarzan’s N. ¥Y. Adventure (M-G) 








69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 

74 WN. Kelly-R. Carlson 

71 =A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
76 J. Canova-A. Jones 
87 BD. Dailey-D. Reed 
62 F.Emerson-J. Bishop 
70 J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 


2/11 


4/15 


Sunday Punch (M-G) 4/15 76 W. Lundigan-J. Roger 
About Face (UA) 4/15 43 OW. Tracy-d. canes , 
Ship Ahoy (M-G) 4/22 94 E. Powell-R. Skelton 
Tortilla Flat (M-G) 4/22 105 §. Tracy-H. Lamarr 
Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 75 D. Lamour-R. Denning 
Sweater Girl (Par) 5/6 77 +E. Bracken-J. Preisser 
Beyond the Bhie Horizon (Par) 5/6 77 WP. Foster-A. Dekker 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 133. G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 


This Above All (20th) 5/13 
I Married an Angel (M-G) 
oo ae . rae Cy 5/20 
a oar over -G 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 : Peso 


110=s T. Power-J. Fontaine 
83 J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
M. Hunt-B. Carlson 


66 
93 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 


79. (Disn rtoo 
Maisie Gets Her Man (M-G 5/27 85 x Sothera Shetton 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 125 Cagney-J. Leslie 


Spy Shin (WB) 6/3 


. Mannin 
gecnbe Hz Rin ht | 6/3 51 ‘Travis-J. Bishop. 
yay rs /3 108 Stanwyck-G. Brent 
The Magnificent Done (20th) 6/3 84 Fonda.t. Bari 


Nolan-C. Landis 
Sheridan-D. Morgan 


e. 
R, 
= 
It Happened in Flatbush (20th) 6/3 L. 
6/3 A. 
65 5 Carroll-R. Hussey 
L. 
B. 
R. 
R. 
o. 
R. 


Wings for the Eagle (WB) 

Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6/17 
Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 
Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 
Holiday Inn (Par) 6/17 

Eagle Squadron (U) 6/17 
Tombstone (Par) 6/17 
I Live in Danger (Par) 6/17 

Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 


Beery-M. Main 
Barrymore-P. Dorn 
Crosby-F. Astaire 
Stack-D. Barrymore 
Dix-K. Taylor 
Morris-J. Parker 
Milland-B. Field 
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Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 


‘Hobby Horse Laffs’ (WB, 7 mins). 
Cartoon comedy. 

‘Hatteras Honkers’ (WB, 15 mins). 
Color travelog on Carolina coast. 

‘Cocks and Creoks’ (RKO, 17% 
mins). Edgar Kennedy comedy. 

‘Community Sing Ne. 10’ (Col, 10 
mins). Lew White at organ in com- 
munity screen song short. 

‘Cinderella Goes te a Party’ (Col, 
7 mins). Color cartoon comedy. 

‘Yellow Caesar’ (Lamont, 21 mins). 


Mussolini life story with derisive 
commentary. 
‘India at War’ (RKO, 19 mins). 


March of Time No. 11, billed as twin 
issue of No. 10, ‘India in Crisis.’ 


‘Electric Earthquake’ (Par, 9 
mins). Superman color’ cartoon 
novelty. 


‘Ace in the Hole’ (U, 7 mins). 
Woody Woodpecker cartoon comedy. 

‘Antarctic Outpost’ (U, 11 mins., 
reviewed this issue). Views of third 
Byrd expedition, especially around 
Antarctica base. 


| This Week’s New Shorts 


‘Juke Box Jamboree’ (Walter 
Iantz color cartoon comedy, U, 7 
mins.) — Highly imaginative laugh 
pieee concerning a whacky mouse 
that tries to shut up a juke box. 
Trick of having mouse drink liquor 
and do queer gyrations is not ex- 
actly new but fantastic as done here. 
Safe bet in most spots. 


‘Master Carver’ (Stranger Than 
Fiction, U, 9 mins.)—Wood carver of 
Dover, Ohio, who makes réplicas of 
historic railway locomotives hints 
this might be above par for series. 
But it isn’t because subjects include 
different array of hobbies even dbwn 
to the cafe operator who collects an- 
cient shotguns. 


‘Antarctic Outpest’ (Travel to 
South Pole, U, 10 mins.)—R. E. 
Byrd’s third expedition to southern 
polar region. Numerous interesting 
views, but linking his discoveries to 
present war is far fetched. Spoken 
narrative is extremely precise, irri- 
tatingly so. 

‘Wings of Freedom’ (Aviation pro- 
duction special, U, 10 mins.)—De- 
picts in fairly concise fashion how 
U. S. has been able to master assem- 
bly-line production of war planes. 
Superb shots of different airplanes in 
air soften repetitious scenes in Cur- 
tiss-Wright plant. Nicely narrated. 
One gets the idea that Wright motors 











are just about the best made. Nice 
booking. 
‘Mysterious Fountain of Health’ 


(Stranger Than Fiction Oddity, U, 9 
mins. )—Title of this is derived from 
fact that Hereford, Texas, folks have 
perfect teeth. Rather dull. Other 
items including Dallas woman who 
has built a ship in her backyard are 
yawn-invoking variety. Bud and 
Luke’s hot-footed restaurant in To- 
ledo looks awfully unfunny on the 
screen. Spoken narrative is forte. 


‘Picturesque Patzeuara’ (Fitzpat- 
rick color traveltalk, M-G, 9 mifns. )— 
Shows Tarascan Indians near Lake 
Patzcuaro, spot about 100 miles west 
of Mexico City. Closeups of native 
fishing operations, pottery, etc., tend 
to slow this and make it just another 
travel film with superb color. 


‘The Incredible Stranger’ (John 
Nesbitt Passing Parade, M-G, 11 
mins.)—Odd tale about a man who 
lived alone in a large house although 
he ordered clothing for a whole fam- 
ily, as unfolded under John Nesbitt’s 
naive story-telling method, is grip- 
ping. Expertly acted, mystery sur- 
rounding the strange man is made 
as appealing to the film audience as 
it is to villagers who pondered what 
it all meant. ‘Compensation mech- 
anism’ of this man is carefully con- 
cealed until the final footage of the 
story. Good for any theatre. 


‘Puss ’n’ Boots’ (Tom & Jerry color 
eartoon comedy, M-G, 7 mins.)—Old 
rivalry between Tom, the feline, and 
Jerry, the diminutive mouse, revived 
for knockout laugh returns. Cat 
preens itself to make hit with visit- 
ing kitten. That is until the mouse 
gets loose and tangles up the tomcat 
in the mechanism of an automatic 


‘Exotic Mexico’ (FitzPatrick color 
traveltalk, M-G, mins. )—Traces 
ancestry of Indians in southern part 
of Mexico and shows costumes worn 
at different festivals and ceremonies, 
as originally used in era of Monte- 
zuma. Scenes of Mexican portion of 
the Pan-American highway, now 
nearing completion, included. Inter- 
esting travelog. 


‘Victery Quiz’ (Pete Smith novelty, 
M-G, 9 mins.)—Pete Smith gives 
audience 10-15 seconds to answer 
questions regarding U. S. armed 
forces’ slang, origination of tanks, 
parachutes, planes and submarines, 
etc. Creates added interest in mili- 
tary topics. Much bétter Than 
Smith’s original aud quiz short. 
Trim fare for almost any house. 

Wear. 





photograph. Solid for most accounts. | wins 


TOMBSTONE 


i tlighted as the heavy—a cynical 
hp oe ede outlaw "Tooten who 
finds himself up against too strong 
opposition in the person of Earp. 
Buchanan rightfully shares starring 
billing. 3 ° : 
Support is particularly strong, with 
Kent Taylor most prominent as a 
fast-draw gambler pal of Dix. 
Frances Gifford is the girl who comes 
west as sweetheart of Castle; Clem 
Bevans is a local character; Charles 
Halton is the mayor in cahoots with 
the Buchanan gang, and Victor Jory 
is a tough mob leader. Beryl Wal- 
lace is the dancehall songstress, do- 
ing a couple of old-time numbers 
with a barber shop quartette. 
Script by Albert Shelby LeVino 
and Edward E. Paramore is com- 
pactly set up, with accent on the dra- 
matic elements in both dialeg and 
situations. William McCann directs 
at a consistent pace, and turns in a 
good account on his side. Production 
mounting carries the full flavor of 
western background, with photog- 
raphy by Russell Harlan meritorious 
throughout. Walt. 





Pierre of the Plains 


(ONE SONG) 


Metro release of Edgar Selwyn produc- 
tion. Features John Carroll, Ruth Hussey, 
Bruce Cabot, Phil Brown, Reginald Owen, 
Henry Travers, Evelyn Ankers, Pat McVey. 
Directed by George B. Seitz. Screenplay by 
Lawrence Kimble and Bertram Millhauser, 
based upon play by Edgar Selwyn; song, 
‘Saskatchewan,’ by Herbert Stothart and 
Ralph Freed; camera, Charles Rosher; 
editor, George White. Tradeshown in N.Y¥., 








June 12, '42. Running time, 65 MINS, 
DICE. . cccccescceevcoserencces cs John Carroll 
Peatew- Weta. o5 c vectors cgeess Ruth Hussey 
‘Jap’ Durkin... Soeecec Bruce Cabot 
Val Denton.....ceoccceesess.+- Phil Brown 
Noah Glenkims...ecocscceess Reginald Owen 
Mr. Wellsby..... Seecceeceses Henry Travers 
Celia Wellsby....ceesesseess Evelyn Ankers 
Sergeant Dugam.....eceessssens Pat McVey 
Inspector Cannody........Frederic Worlock 
Crying Loon.,....ceeees ++... Charles Stevens 
CIOTOU .. sr ccvcccccccesocess Sheldon Leonard 
CIMA. ccc rccccvccccrccccsoscees Lois Ranson 
This is .an action ‘B, with an 


above-average cast for its budget 
classification and okay for support in 
the duals. The story is lightweight, 
but pleasant, and some of the fea- 
tured names are important. 
Edgar Selwyn chose one of his 
very old stage plays for his own film 
production. Being the type of ma- 
terial that’s hard to get by nowadays, 
he peopled it well. Thus, a nifty 
leading lady like Ruth Hussey is 4 
central figure in the backwoods opry 
and the romantic vis-a-vis for John 
Carroll, who. plays the title charac- 
ter—a good-natured, happy - go- 
lucky French-Canuck who is always 
getting into trouble with the North- 
west Mounted Police because of his 
Good Samaritan nature. 

Like an old-fashioned western, it 


stance Bruce Cabot and Sheldon 
Leonard, some Indians, some very 
nice scenery, a chase and gunfire. 
The direction is as good as could be 
expected, and the photography is of 
high order on the outdoors shots. 

The screenplay occasionally gets 
involved, but on the whole is ade- 
quate. It plays up Carroll as a sing- 
ing Robin Hood, who evidently 
knows no other song except the 
weak ‘Saskatchewan,’ by Sitothart 
and Freed, and enters every fight 
with a smile. He also wins them, 
and the ladies. 

Acting is on a good level, though 
Reginald Owen is wasted in the brief 
bit as a drunken lawyer. Miss Hus- 
sey is cool and good-looking; John 
Carroll is properly dashing, and Phil 
Brown nicely underplays the role of 
Miss Hussey’s kid brother, who is 
wrongfully accused of murdering 
one of the villains. Henry Travers 
lends slight comedy support as a 
rich card-cheat on a fishing trip in 
the northwoods, with Evelyn Ankers, 
nice-looking blonde, in the role of 
his daughter. Cabot and Leonard 
are okay in the badmen enier . 

cho, 


NEXT OF KIN 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, May 13. 

United Artists’ release of Ealing Studios- 
Michael Balcon production. Features Nova 
Pilbeam, Mary Clare, Basi! Sydney, Fred- 
erick Leister. Directed by Thorold Dickin- 
son. Screenplay, Thorold Dickinson, Basil 
Bartlett, Angus MacPhail, John Dighton; 
camera, Ernest Palmer. At London Pa- 
Vilion, May 13, ‘42. Running time, 103 


ees COUR, niicstvéeiwanie’ Basil Sydney 
Cas.wh ops cestetboese Frederick Leister 
Major Richards.............Reginald Tate 
RE SP eee rr Tree Jack Hawkins 
Intelligence Officer.......David Hutcheson 
ge ee eoeees- Phyllis Stanley 
Mrs. ‘Ma’ Webster...cccess.s:s Mary Clare 





German General......sce++.Torin Thatcher 
Beppie Leemans..... eeeeees»NOVa Pilbeam 
SEs Msbe doe nearer ...-Mervyn Johns 
| eae ...John Chandos 
POM ns cceénss ccicctdsss +++--Guy Mas 





A while ago there was a lot of ‘to- 
do’ in this country about careless 
talk anent war activities, whereby 
the Germans were enabled to secure 
important information concerning 
operations of the British forces. This 
led to the Government’s decision to 
film the subject, designed for ex- 
hibition to the troops, as a ‘horrific’ 
object lesson in ‘fermez la bouche’ 





(‘keep your mouth shut’). The idea 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 


has a couple of bad guys, in this in- 














to show it to the public followed. It 
should do well at the boxoffice and, 
perhaps, serve as an object lesson, 
A score or more of well known ac- 
tors and the assistance of Michae! 
Baicon and his entourage at Ealing 
Studios have helped to put it over. 
It’s as good a war film as has been 
done in this country. But the story 
is blandly childlike, judged by 
modern standards, one of those: 
‘Now don’t be naughty and don’t talk 
about what you have heard or know, 
and the wicked enemy will not be 
aware of what we are doing, and so 
we shall all be safe and happy.’ 


This runs for an hour and three- 
quarters during which one sees 
Phyllis Stanley doing a strip tease, 
good army routine details and some 
tiresome acting by war officials. But 
the whole thing is so well done that 
it will probably draw the public, 
who will be duly impressed with the 
lesson, especially as it was originally 
banned for general exhibition. Next 
day they will have forgotten all 
about ‘careless talk’ and resume the 
gossip to show how much more in- 
side information they have than 
their neighbors. 

Story gets its title from the regu- 
lation phrase in the official an- 


| nouncements of war casualties which 


winds up with ‘... the next of kin 
have been informed.’ Jolo. 





The Panther’s Claw 


Producers Releasing Corp, 
Lester Cutler production; esseciate pro- 
dueer, T. R. Williams. Stars Sidney Black- 
mer; features Byron Foulger, Ricki Vallin, 
Herbert Rawlinson.. Directed by William 
Beaudine. Ecreenplay, Martin Mooney; 
original story, Anthony Abbott: editor. 
Fred Bain; dialog director, Edward Kaye; 
camera, Marcel Le Picard. Reviewed at 
New York theatre, June 10, °'42; dualed. 
Running time, 72 MINS. 


release of 





Thateber ~ Get. .ins ccs cctss Sidney Blackmer 
Everett Digberry............ ron Foulger 
Anthony Abbott............%.. Ricki Vallin 
District Attorney.......Herbert Rawlinson 
Mima WGN. . 0 coded covstasses Gerta Rozan 
Miss Spencer....... TYTTT TT Lynn Starr 
Edgar Walters........ ees-+- Barry Bernard 
Capt. Fiynn....... 

Officer Murphy eeee 

Endico Lombardi.........Joaquin Mdadwards 
Capt, BRP. oocccvcscccseves Walter James 





This is a tight, fast-moving mur- 
der mystery without marquee names 
but which should do well anywhere 
on the end of double bills. With an 
operatic background, film is exceed- 
ingly well acted and carries a punch 
in dialog and situations. 


Notable among the performances 
is that of Byron Foulger, as the wig- 
maker for the opera company. He’s 
the focal point for the yarn. Sidney 
Blackmer as the commissioner; Ricki 
Vallin, his assistant; Gerta Rozan, 
an opera singer, and Joaquin Ed- 
wards, as a baritone drunkard, aiso 
deliver fine performances. Direction 
is brisk and camerawork excellent. 

Eddy. 


Sunset on the Desert 
(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Joseph Kane produc- 
tion. Stars Roy Rogers. Features George 
‘Gabby’ Hayes. Directed by Joseph Kane. 
Screenplay, Gerald Geraghty; music direc- 
tor, Cy Feuer; editor, Les Orlebeck; 
camera, Reggie Lanning. Revviewed at 
the New York theatre, June 10, '42, dualed. 
Running time, 63 MINS. 
mee ane ‘ chin bie iet Roy Rogers 
Gabby Whittaker....George ‘Gabby’ Hayes 
ynne Carver 


Judge Kirby....ceeeceees Frank M. Thomas 
Julie Craig....«+e« ececcseres Beryl Wallace 
LOUIE... sc ccccccececsosess:: Glenn Strange 
McCall... .csccsecces ecccccees Douglas Fowley 
Prentiss. . .ccccccaccssccceciores Fred Burns 





. ’ Barcroft 
....-Henry Wills 
BISIENAD ccc cccciccsscvsoccees Forrest Taylor 
— and — 
The Sons of the Pioneers 





This is an average, small-time, 
low-budgeted western with too many 
dead spots It should just about hold 
its own on the short end of double 
bills. 


Yarn deals with a case of mistaken 
identity. Roy Rogers is thought to 
be a gunman, and he plays both 
parts without any change of makeup. 
Since there’s no attempt to explain 
the extreme ‘likeness,’ the story 
strains the imagination considerably. 
The balance is the usual thing; the 
gang which runs a small western 
town, the judge who plays their game 
to protect his brother, the outraged 
citizens, the arrival of Rogers, and 
his entry into the gang when mis- 
taken for one of their gunmen. And 
the finale with Rogers riding away 
after the fire and brimstone have let 
up, leaving the villians in the hands 
of the law. Rogers sings several 
songs, none of which will startle the 
musical world. Otherwise he is the 
Same as usual, quick with a six 
shooter as he is with a gal. 


George Hayes’s humor is more re- 
strained than is customary which 
makes him more palatable. Lynne 
Carver is satisfactory as the love in- 
terest, and the same applies to Bery! 
Wallace as the black-haired, black- 
hearted siren. Frank Thomas and 
Glenn Strange are above average as 
the judge and head gangster respec- 
tively. Photography is good, direc- 
tion alternately slow paced and 
rapid, with more judicious cutting 
of some scenes needed. Eddy. 
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1, Tip-off from 
wall «i! columnist! Fe 


OOnOTHY 


KILGALLEN 


adds to her list of the 
10-BEST PICTURES 
OF ALL-TIME 
M-G-M'; 


rs. Minive 


The otners are: 

A FAREWELL TO ARMS 
THE SCOUNDREL 
HERE COMES MR. JORDAN 
GONE WITH THE WIND 
REBECCA 
THE PRISONER OF ZENDA 
PYGMALION 
DARK ViCToRY) 

MR. SMITI 
GOES TO WASHINGTON 


MRS, MINIVER 
will arrive Thursday at 
Redio City Music Hall 








Rake 


Mrs. Minive 


The others ares. 
Tra 
omTH OF A 
ev 
THE BIG 
ALL Q 
On THe we: 
TH 
MUTINY ON 


Columnist goes OME 
on limb 


'MRS. MINIVER: 


ON EVERYBODY’S 
ALL-TIME 


10 BEST FILM LIST! 


Here’s just part of M-G-M’'s power-house promotion 

campaign for the pre-release Radio City Music Hall 

engagement. 3rd week coming and records going! 
You'll see Miniver magic soon! 


There's -\ & 
in his alt-thne IE 


10-best flew list 


ABEL GREEN * .& 


i 4 
ble editor of Variety fame 
yr eerirer weekly selects M-G-M's 


® oko 
rs. Miniverg; 
and addet) 
€ CAVALCADS 
ona war paseaga’ 


Of HarreaD ONE CHT 
wiHaDA MILLION 





with hie 10-best tnt of 
he The others ore! ares 
BATH OF A Wy, 
THE VAY OF AuL fame 
ALL Quer 
ON THE WasTeRN money 
CTY UcHTs 
TY Hapranap ONS MONT 
Torres - 


Repecca ' 
re CRApas or RAT 
PANTARA 
Mrs. Miniver” 
* arrive Today at 
Redio City Music Half 


TAL OF TWO CTH 


Mrs. Minivet 
Now Playing # 
Radio City Music Hell 








66 


“MRS. MINIVER.” 


en) Fl 


_ eee eens 








THERE’S ONLY 
ONE KING IN 
THE JUNGLE! 


(A MOVIE PARABLE) 


Sometimes the little voices 
of the forest are lifted in 
proud boast. Then comes 


a ROAR THAT SHAKES 
THE EARTH and the wise 
ones nod their heads and say: 
There’s only one Leader 

and that’s the Lion!” 

The ROAR just heard 


in jungle-land is 


Ome men 





M-G-M 


The Lion’s Roar 





SI Rete ere + 
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Newsreels Hard Put for Worthy 





Although promised pictures of 
portions of the Coral Sea battle and 
possibly also something on the Mid- 
way Island attack, newsreels were 
hard put for news stories last week, 
editors admitting it was the cul- 
mination of several weeks with a 
dearth of U. S. war news. 


Newsreel chiefs admit that the 
public today generally is not inter- 
ested in anything but the war, or 
subjects closely related to it. This 
puts them in a bad spot to satisfy 
exhibitors and their patrons because 
it has been a struggle to get any- 
thing from the battle front where 
American forces are concerned. Not 
only that, but long delay in actually 
releasing vital stories has dimmed 
their true news worth. Typical of 
this delay, as pointed out by some 
eds, was the delay last. week in ob- 
taining clips of Molotov’s visit to 
Washington for a conference with 
President Roosevelt. These were 
allowed to go to the reels only after 
the newspaper stories had been pub- 
lished, many days after the actual 
visit. 

Squeamish attitude on what con- 
stitutes a military secret, and delay 
in getting material to American 
reels, is the biggest flaw in the set- 
up presently, with the newsreels 
plainly discouraged at the small 
amount of material they have ob- 
tained on vital fighting zones. The 
five newsreels have men stationed 
on every front; hence, the reels 
claim it is a matter of undue or un- 
called for censorship. 

Reels were told originally that 
the prints of films taken of the Coral 
Sea battle had been lost when a 
ship or plane bearing them to the 
U. S. went down. No report regard- 
ing whether material of the Tokyo 
bombing will be available to the 
U. S. newsreels, although reported 
that still photos were taken from 
American bombers. 





BRYLAWSKI QUITS WPB 


Virtually the Lone Member of 
Board with Show Biz Background 





A. Julian Brylawski, formerly in 
charge of Warners Bros. real estate 
in the Washington zone, who has 
been acting as consultant in the mo- 
tion picture unit of the War Produc- 
tion Board on a $l-a-year basis since 
December, has severed connections 
with the WPB to return to his 
Warner post. 

Brylawski was largely concerned 
with show business problems result- 
ing from priorities while in the Gov- 
ernment service, working with the 
Consumers Durable Goods division 
under which the motion picture in- 
dustry was placed, prior to the ap- 
pointment of Harold Hopper, to- 
gether with the establishment of a 
separate division of the WPB for the 
film industry. 

Brylawski had long advocated the 
establishment of a separate division 
for film priorities which were 


nm formerly in the same department 
= with undertakers supplies, bicycles, 


hardware and miscellaneous goods. 
Understood that Brylawski gradually 
withdrew from councils of the Con- 
sumers Durable Goods Division of 
WPB some time ago. 

With appointment of Hopper, ex- 
ecutive with a knowledge of the pic- 
ture industry and its problems, 
Brylawski ostensibly found it un- 
necessary to continue longer as con- 
sultant. He was virtually the only 
member of the WPB, previously, 
with intimate knowledge of the 
film industry. 





WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 11) 


‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). Looks like red 
hot $6,500. Last week. ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G), satisfactory $4,500. 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
"This Our Life’ (W7B) and vaude (2d 
wk). Nice $17,500 indicated for sec- 
ee Poets after big $22,000 last 
week. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 
*Gold Rush’ (UA). Salvoed by crit- 
ics and off to nice $11,000. Last week, 
*‘Syncopation’ (RKO), low $7,500. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 40-55)— 
*Reap ild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Fine $8,000, after wow $11,000, first 
five-figure gross in months, last week. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
*Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). In top money 
from start for rousing $20,000. Last 
week, ‘My Gal Sal’ (20th), good $10,- 
000 on h.o.*** 


War Clips; Censorship Angles’ :::':2::ss:""* *" 
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Byron Price Confab 





Representatives of the five 
newsreels huddled last Friday 
(12) in New York with reps 
from Byron Price’s office re- 
garding new arrangements to 
speed pictures through the U.S. 
customs. It was explained how 
the committee arrangement in 
N.Y. would function, with cen- 
sorable material outlined in de- 
tail. Such inspection on imports 
and exports is required under 
the 1917 Enemy-Alien Act. 

The newsreels also outlined 
how the British newsreels oper- 
ate with the English government 
under wartime conditions. U.S. 
reels are hopeful that this may 
persuade Lowell Mellett’s office 
and the Army and Navy censors 
to allow more battle material in 
American newsreel issues. 


RKO CONVENTION PLANS 
TO BE SET THIS WEEK 


Hollywood, June 16. 

RKO national convention date and 
site will be set this week while Ned 
Depinet, S. Barret McCormick and 
Edward Alverson are at the studio 
for product talks with Charles Koer- 
ner. Annual sales meet within six 
weeks will be held either here or in 
New York. 

Visiting execs parleyed today with 
Sam Goldwyn on campaign and 
other matters relating to release of 
‘Pride of Yankees.’ 























War Heroes 


Continued from page 4 


they attended in a body. Final 
function was a party in the local 
Variety Club, with admission for the 
affair set at $100 war bond per copy. 
This netted $11,000 in bond sales. 

Assisting Rappaport were Bill Sax- 
ton and Paul Burke, in charge of the 
parade; Rodney Collier, transporta- 
tion; Lou Rome, Bill Hicks and 
Elmer Nolte, reception, and J. L. 
Schanberger, Leon Back, Dave Kel- 
ser, Leon Zeller, George Avis, Max- 
well Weinberg and Bernie Seaman, 
in charge of general details, 





D. C. Reception 


Washington, June 16. 

U. S. Treasury turned over all de- 
tails of reception, parade and wel- 
come to World War II Heroes to 
Washington showmen, and they did 
a grand job. Carter Barron, of 
Loew’s, and John J. Payette, of 
Warner Bros., were named coor- 
dinators, with Hardie Meakin, 
Keith’s manager, chosen to lead the 
parade committee. 


Heroes were met at Municipal air- 
port Saturday at 9:30 a.m. by Sec- 
retary Morgenthau, Lord Halifax 
and District Commissioners, Fol- 
lowed a press conference in pilots 
room at the airport. At 11 a.m. the 
fighters were received by President 
Roosevelt at the White House. The 
parade got underway at 11:45, led 
by Brigadier General Albert L. Cox, 
with music by the Bolling Field and 
American Legion bands. Repre- 
sentatives of each of the United Na- 
tions were in open cars bearing their 
flags. Heroes rode in army auto- 
mobiles. 


Secretary Morgenthau was host at 
a Treasury luncheon following 
which the Caravan went to the 
British Embassy for a 5 p.m. recep- 
tion. Climax for a busy day was 
the Watergate Rally. This was or- 
ganized by Harry Lohmeyer, Harry 
Anger, Gene Ford, Harry Krivit 
and S. G. Loeffler. The program 
included music by the Army band, 
Bernie Cummins and his orch from 
Del Rio; Capitol theatre’s Rhythm 
Rockets and the Earle theatre’s 
Roxyettes in dance numbers, Lee 
Sims and Imolay Bailey, Jane Pick- 
ens leading community singing. 

On the various committees which 
put through the gala celebration 
were these additional showmen: 
Carlton Duffus, Ferdinand Kuhn, 
Jr., Abe Tolkins, Brock Whitlock, 
Frank La Falce, H. L. Rust, Hugh 
Lynch, Dan Terrell, Russell Stew- 
art, Bernie Harrison, Jay Carmody, 
Nelson B. Bell, T. V. Ranck, Ben- 
jamin McKelway, Alexander Jones, 
Aubrey Graves, William Ewing, 





Henry Shields and Rick La Falee. 


‘Say It with Flowers’ was never 
more touchingly expressed than 
at the Canteen Saturday night 
(13), wren motor machinist Del 
Burch, apprentice seaman Paul 
Garvey, Pvt. Gerald Siminey 
and Pvt. Samuel J. Bern, of the 
Irving Berlin soldier show, ‘This 
Is the Army,’ pooled their re- 
sources and gifted every femme 
with a gardenia corsage. 





When Madelaine Holves, captain 
of the Junior Hostesses, walked into 
the Starlight Roof at the Waldorf the 
other evening and saw one of her 
shift ringsiding with a soldier boy, 
before she could even greet her the 
hostess rushed over to her, and said, 
‘Honestly, Madelaine, I didn’t date 
him at the Canteen. He’s an old 
friend!’ 





-* When angels meet: A celebrated 
stage star, now retired, who prefers 
to be anonymous, presented Christie 
MacDonald with a $1,000 check on 
behalf of the American Theatre 
Wing. And Miss MacDonald to show 
her appreciation turned around and 
pought her a $100 angle table at the 
Stage Door Canteen. 





During re-registration last 
week, Fran Bourke, one of the 
senior hostesses, was asked what 
representative person in the 
theatre would sponser her. 

‘Arthur Hopkins’ was her re- 
ply. ‘He sponsored me 24 years 
ago during the last war, when I 
Was appearing in ‘A Very Good 
Good Young Man,’ and just for 
sentiment’s sake, I'd like him to 
sponsor me again.’ 





Not even the luscious Lili Damita 
was more cut in on than Grace 


1| George as she was whirled around 


the dance floor by a non-stop stag 
line, 

‘Feeling young again’ queried her 
jitterbug partner? 

‘No, ‘Spring Again!’ was her blithe 
retort. 





A handsome lad in khaki ap- 
proached a senior hostess the other 
night and asked: 

‘Aren’t you Mrs. Brock Pember- 
ton?’ 

‘Why, yes,’ replied Mrs. B. P. 
‘Have we met before?’ 

‘Yes, in Atlanta, Ga., when you 
were there with ‘Kiss the Boys 
Good-Bye.’ I was the stagedoor 
Johnny who trailed around your 
little heroine, Ann Farleigh.’ 
(Aside to the private: Your lit- 
tle heroine is now with Harper’s 
Bazaar.) 


Extras Would Abolish 
300-Mile Zone Now 


Hollywood, June 16, 

Campaign for the abolishment of 
the 300-mile zone has been initiated 
by extras because of the epidemic 
of location shooting, due to Govern- 
ment restrictions on set construction. 
Studios are not required to use 
Screen Actors Guild class B mem- 
bers when on location more than 300 
miles from Hollywood. 

Producers are unwilling to relax 
that clause in the contract due to 
heavy expense involved in trans- 
porting large groups for mob scenes. 











Cycling to Cinemas Now 


Spartanburg, S. C., June 16. 
Following gas and tire rationing, 
this area’s exhibitors expected slump, 
due to difficulty of farm folks and 
mill workers getting into town for 
many shows. Drop wasn’t more than 
25% as bad as expected. Reason: 
Even with scorching hot weather, 
city dwellers whose gas cards won't 
permit resort trips, are heading into 
theatres in droves. Many are walk- 
ing or riding buses. 

And several houses are having a 
tough time finding parking space for 
hundreds of bicycles, 


FILM PEDDLER GOES THESP 

Russell Hoyt, film salesman for 
RKO traveling the North Carolina 
territory, is laying down his port- 
folio for greasepaint. Following an 
interview with Arthur Willi, RKO’s 
eastern talent scout, Hoyt has gone 
to Hollywood and will be assigned 
to acting roles,’ 

He has had no dramatic or acting 
experience whatever. 














Much Litigated Dishonored Lady’ 
Winds Up With Original Tag at UA 





United Artists has purchased 
screen rights to ‘Dishonored Lady,’ 
12-year-old play which has long 
been on the Hays office nix list and 
which was the basis for a plagiarism 
suit that cost Metro more than 
$200,000. UA, after a long wrangle 
with the Haysites last week, won an 
okay on ‘Lady,’ pending approval of 
the screen treatment. 

Metro ran into trouble’ with 
‘Lady’ when the Hays ban made it 
impossible to buy the play. Studio 
thereupon bought ‘Letty Lynton,’ a 
book by Mrs. Belloc Loundes with a 
somewhat similar plot and, accord- 
ing to the findings of a court later, 
picked up parts of ‘Lady. It was 
produced by Metro under the ‘Letty 
Lynton’ tag with Joan Crawford 
starred. 

Margaret Ayer Barnes and Ed- 
ward Sheldon, authors of ‘Lady’ (it 
was based on a famous trial in Eng- 
land of a gal named Madeline 
Smith) sued Metro for plagiarism 
and were awarded 20% of the 
$600,000 profits on the picture, plus 
interest and attorney fees. 

UA is understood to have paid the 
authors around §25,000 for the play 
rights. Pic will be made by a pro- 
ducer with whom UA is still nego- 
tiating a contract. Company refuses 


to divulge his name as yet. No 
treatment of the play has been pre- 
pared. 


‘Lady,’ a meller with many blue 
angles, was produced in 1930 by 
Gilbert Miller in association with 
Guthrie McClintic. Katharine Cor- 
nell was starred. 





STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, June 16. 

Metro purchased ‘Merely Murder,’ 
mystery yarn by Robert Halff. 

Selma Wilcox sold her defense 
plant story, ‘Step Lively Girls,’ to 
Columbia. 

20th-Fox bought ‘The Tango,’ South 
American tale, by Anthony Quinn. | 

Columbia has bought a Paul 
Yawitz original entitled ‘Broadway 


Daddies. tie’ll also do { screen 
play. 
Republic acquired ‘Mi...t Shift,’ 


munitions plant yarn, b B. Jack 
Flanagan. 

Hunt eam bought ‘Young 
Widow,’ new novel by Clarissa Fair- 
child Cushman. 

Elizabeth Meehan sold her aviation 
story, ‘Adopt a Pilot,’ to Paramount. 

Monogram purchased ‘Powder Puff 
Squadron,’ by Alan Sanford. 

aul Yawitz sold ‘Broadway 


Daddies’ to Columbia and will write 





the screenplay. 





having fewer prints per feature in 
circulation is the best solution. 


Hollywood is, of course, being 
looked to to help in the conserva- 
tion program, ‘and various Coast 
meetings have already been held to 
outline concrete conservation plans. 
However, while some savings can be 
made in the number of shots per fea- 
ture, the big savings is in positive 
print stock going to exhibs. 


Film conservation meeting in New 
York last week (10) also broke up 
without any basic formula applying 
to all companies. However, all 
agreed to present curtailment plans. 
At various sessions, in which 
major company reps were present, 
Metro argued in favor of a percent- 
age-wise cut in footage as a means of 
reducing raw stock consumption. Cut 
in 500 feet per film, for example, 
would result in a saving of 150,000 
feet of raw stock figuring 300 prints 





Heavier Inventories 





Heavier inventories and pro- 
vision for longer term financ- 
ing for film producers are indi- 
eated if current plans for raw 
film stock conservation, via 

rint ceilings, are put into ef- 
fect by the film indystry with 
the approval of the War Pro- 
duction Board. 

Fewer prints per picture, 
combined with curtailment of 
film delivery services, would 
require a much longer playing 
off period for features. 











SA AR Bit 


for distribution. On the other hand, 
Metro’s ratio of negative to positive 
stock used is around 22 to 1, namely 
220,000 feet of film being shot for a 
10,000-foot feature. 


A company such as Universal 
shows a ratio of negative to positive 
only eight to one, shooting approxi- 
mately 78,000 feet for a 10,000-foot 
feature. And while some of the 
majors have been going overboard 
on footage, running time of films 
from others are usually around 65 to 
75 minutes, making a cut in footage 
on this basis inequitable. 

While Metro strongly advocated 

the advantages in saving via a 
straight 20% cut in footage, Para- 
mount and RKO favor a print ceil- 
ing. Tentative figures discussed in 
this respect is 325 prints for A prod- 
uct, 230 prints for B, and 150 prints 
for C pictures. 
Metro argues it needs more prints 
due to the preponderance of per- 
centage deals and preferred playing 
time for product. Universal, with 
2,000 accounts more than in 1940, 
found find a print ceiling onerous, 


Directors 
Hollywood, June 16. 
Government regulations covering 
purchase of supplies necessary to 
film production are likely to be 
changed July 1, with provisions for 





inventory of each studio every 90 


Double Duty for Films 


Continued from page 7 





days. Studios declare the respon- 
sibility rests with the directors, and 
the producers have no intention of 
setting a definite limit unless pro- 
posed by directors. 


Frank Tuttle, Screen Directors 
Guild’s rep on the Film Conserva- 
tion Committee, said among recom- 
mendations under discussion are use 
of stills in making tests; extended re- 
hearsals and consolidation of news- 
reels. Where possible, directors and 
camera are to expend the last hour 
each day for rehearsing next day’s 
work. Closer cooperation between 
director, associate producer and 
studio execs in cutting use of rough 
setup sketches is also urged. Nega- 
tives are not to be cut until final 
preview. Also suggested technical 
experts investigate possible use 16 
m.m. film for test location shooting. 
disclosure of this plan was made 
Sunday night by Y. Frank Freeman, 
president of the Producers Assccia- 
tions, to the membership meeting of 
Screen Directors Guild. He said no 
determination yet reached on how 
low inventory drops before new pur- 
chases can be made, but he hoped 
the setup would permit each com- 
pany to keep six months’ supply on 
hand. He warned new ruling 
wouldn’t permit purchases of arti- 
cles of priority, and added new arti- 
cles are steadily supplementing the 
present list. 

Individual Responsibility 

Freeman said the responsibility of 
conserving vital materials reposed 
in each individual, and no commit- 
tee is empowered to enforce arbi- 
trary regulations. It was pointed out 
by Freeman there is surplus of film 
shorts on the market and one studio 
recently cut production of briefies 
from 85 to 64, due to current policy 
of duals; and that not more than 65% 
of the shorts bought are ever 
screened. 


Should a move develop to elimi- 
nate double features, he foresaw a 
shortage of shorts where a surplus 
now exists. 


Freeman said any move to reduce 
the number of prints is out of Holly- 
wood’s control, but company execs 
realized that unless definite savings 
are effected, the Government would 
seize opportunity to clamp down a 
ceiling on print maximum. He said 
among suggestions was a shortening 
of features. 

Guilds 

Screen Writers Guild at its meet- 
ing Monday (15) night was told by a 
Sereen Actors Guild rep of the over- 
all Conservation Committee, George 
Murphy, that before the WPB was 
contacted it had planned to issue an 
order for 50% saving in the use of 
film, with the remaining 50% placed 
on priority. Pointed out that amount 
of film which can be saved would 
produce 10,000,000 pounds of gun 
cotton and 25,000 pounds of demoli- 
tion bombs. It was emphasized that 
film is only one step away from ex- 
plosives. Black powder is first 
manufactured, then turned to smoke- 
less powder and finally emerges as 
film, 
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Friction Within 
NW Allied Over 


‘Appeasement 


Minneapolis, June 16. 

Friction within the ranks of North- 
west Allied, independent exhibitors’ 
organization, is growing because of 
the present ‘appeasement’ adminis- 
tration’s failure to accomplish in- 
dustry ‘reforms.’ 

Failure to attain the body’s goals 
has caused Gissatisfaction. There's 
soreness, too, because, despite the 
expenditure of time and money in 
getting its Minnesota anti-consent de- 
cree law enacted and the costly de- 
lay it caused in the release of new- 
season product, buying under the 
measure has proved’ unsatisfactory 
and the statute now apparently is 
headed for the scrap heap. Inability 
to get objectionable trade practices 
eliminated also is responsible for 
gome grumbling. 

Northwest Allied sent E. L. Peas- 
lee and Harold Field, president and 
Minneapolis governor, respectively, 
to Chicago and New York to try to 
induce the film company home-of- 
fices to agree to a general policy of 
film rental reductions, especially for 
small-town exhibitors hurt by popu- 
lation losses, contract relief in the 
cases of certain distributors, real- 
location of some Metro and Univer- 
sal pictures, ‘better treatment’ gen- 
erally from Universal and discon- 
tinuance of forced advance payments 
for shorts. It also has been reported 
in trade circles, but not confirmed, 
that Peaslee and Field sought a trade 
whereby Northwest Allied would not 
initiate any appeal from the lower 
court decision holding the state anti- 
consent decree law unconstitutional 
and would go along on industry unity 
if the companies would agree to sell 
fiat next season, 


COL.’S 9-MONTH NET 
UP 6676 TO $941,950 


Net profit of Columbia Pictures in 
the first nine months of its fiscal year 
ending last March 28 rose more than 
$667,000 over the comparable nine- 
month period in the previous year. 
Net profit was $941,950, as against 
only $274,764 in coresponding period 
a year ago, being equal to $2.15 on the 
common, as against 33c in the first 
three quarters ending March 29, 1941. 
Strong showing made despite the de- 
duction of $648,257 for Federal in- 
come and excess profits taxes as con- 
trasted with $120,785 for Federal in- 
come taxes in the nine months a year 
ago. 

Company balance sheet shows $14,- 
203,000 in current assets, and current 
liabilities of $1,637,000. Workinz 
capital on the March 28 date totaled 
$12,566,000. 

Columbia report, which goes to 
stockholders shortly, states that the 
company continues to receive dollars 
presently under the frozen money 
agreements with the governments of 
England, Australia and New Zealand. 
However, the company reported that 
it is unable to determine the exact 
amount, if any, of the cash bal- 
ances that may be permanently re- 
stricted in these countries. 
COLUMBIA PICTURES EARNINGS, 

1930-42 











Net profit, except as noted: (t) 
deficit. 
MNS bbc 6 oxuaebekadt ecu $1,295,958 
_ er pe creer 560,869 
Diktehockemsastcneevens 574,292 
Di innindnd duehirbesntinn 740,241 
Sui ek dun baah and waa 1,008,834 
SUE AE RCS a 1,815,267 
PCAC oe Ltda a ve anDAsae™ 1,568,816 
ind ba b-6.cubsinas be cubeten 1,317,771 
PS Gé ik (hangucéebaneseee 183,393 
MN Ash eins cunvacttdnesete 2,047 
RS Bh eae Pee ee 512,185 
Sas habits bons cued aah 552,744 


(By Quarters for Fiscal Year Ended 
June 29, 1941) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$153,878 $153,128 4$32,242 $277,980 
(Current Fiscal Year by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$261,705 $476,044 $204,201 


IT’S HIS SECRET 
Hollywood, June 16. 

Columbia handed Spencer Ben- 
nett the director chore on ‘Secret 
Code,’ cliffhanger dealing with es- 
pionage. 

Serial will be made by the Larry 
Darmour unit, with Ralph Cohn 
producing. 











Army War Show 


Continued from page 4 


of how the army coordinates its ef- 
fort with the defense industry, 
through actual visualization of how 
equipment is used. Auspices is en- 
tirely Army, with some key spots 
handled by civilians with show biz 
background. Receipts are earmarked 
for the Army Emergency Relief, 
with actual running nut almost 
completely nil. 

Given a musical background by an 
Army band, the layout consists of a 
mounting display beginning with 
drill maneuvers and winding up with 
spectacular fireworks. of a patriotic 
theme. Motorized artillery units, 
thrilling motorcycle riding and 
rapid-fire demonstrations of mod- 
ern gunnery lead to graphic demon- 
strations by the signal corps, engi- 
neers and camofleurs. A first-hand 
view of tanks, jeeps and flexible axle 
trucks under actual cOmbat condi- 
tions precedes an anti-aircraft dem- 
onstration, with planes overhead 
contacted by ground forces. Pag- 
eantry is next enlisted to point the 
need of an increased and steady flow 
of materials from farm, factory and 
shop. From an illuminated float in 
the center of the field, Victory calls 
for unity and spreading strings of 
light form a wheel which turns in 
colorful flash. 


Sham Battle Finale 


Windup is a sham battle, with all 
the noise and excitement, working 
into a strong finish with the fire- 
works display. Showmanship is evi- 
dent throughout, and desired effect 
is accomplished graphically. Ad- 
vance buildup and promotion also 
show a fairly well experienced 
touch. In charge is Major Charles 
S. Hart, with magazine and ad agen- 
cy background as well as a record of 
similar previous activity during the 
last war via the War Exposition in 
Chicago. 

Civilian assistance is given by Peg 
Humphrey, formerly with the late 
Lincoln Dickey and Billy Rose; 
Frank Duffield, in charge of pro- 
duction; Harry P. Harrison, from the 
Chicago Fair, in charge of tickets; 
Joe Upchurch, from the N. Y. 
World’s Fair, general management 
assistance, and John Winston, for- 
merly with the Stokowski Youth 
orch tour, assistant to Harrison. 
Local assistance here was donated 
by Dave Gibson, v.p. in charge of 
public relations at the Maryland 
Casualty Co., and Joseph Katz, of 
the ad agency headquartered here. 
Skip Gordon, of the Baltimore 
News-Post, handled publicity, and 
officers and personnel of Army Pub- 
lic. Relations tied in. 

Full page ads in the dailies were 
paid for by local sponsors and radio 
and outdoor advertising was similar- 
ly sponsored, with no cost to the 
Army. Program, donated by the 
Bell Telephone Co., sold at 25c each. 

Next stop on tour is Philadelphia, 
with rest of towns to be played 
spotted mostly in the east. Windup 
is slated for New Orleans. Biggies 
on hand opening night included 
Robt. P. Patterson, Udersecretary 
of War: Gen. George C. Marshall, 
chief of staff of the U. S. Army, and 
Lieut. Gen. Hugh A. Drum, com- 
manding general of the First Army 
and of the Eastern Defense Com- 
mand. 








SPG’S CIO VOTE 


Tally End of This Week—Rosenfield 
Vice Joe Gould 








Ballots will be counted this week- 
end in the referendum by the Screen 
Publicists Guild of New York on af- 
filiating with the CIO. The ballots 
went out last Wednesday (10). 
Meantime, Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., ad- 
vertising copy chief at 20th-Fox, was 
the sole nominee at last Thursday’s 
meeting for presidency of the SPG 
to succeed Joseph Gould, who has 
gone into the Army. Rosenfield is 
former second v.p. He'll be officially 
elected prez on July 9. 

Federal labor conciliator has been 
meeting with the Guild and Warner 
Bros. during the past week in an 
effort to iron out differences which 
have stymied the signing of a pact. 
Guild claims WB refuses to accept 
same terms as contained in the con- 
tract recently signed by the seven 
other major companies. 


Filming ‘Winnie Winkle’ 


Hollywood, June 16. 
One dozen two-reel films, based on 
Martin Branner’s ‘Winnie Winkle’ 
cartoon strip, will be produced here 
by Jack Reiger, starting in July. 
Reiger is currently in New York 
arranging for distribution. 











PHILLY INDIES STILL 
OPPOSE ‘TRIPOLI! ON 7% 


Philadelphia, June 16. 

Philly indie exhibs yesterday 
(Mon.) again reiterated their stand 
in refraining from making deals for 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ unless 20th-Fox 
Slashes its terms for the film. The 
action was in line with the policy 
laid down by the exhibs at previous 
meetings sponsored by the so-called 
Committee of 38 protesting alleged 
excessive percentage prices for 
‘patriotic pictures made with the aid 
of Governmental agencies.’ 

Another meeting is skedded for 
June 29, 

Action taken will include all pic- 
tures in the block of five headed by 
‘Tripoli.’ 


US 26-WEEK NET 
UP TO 33,741,634 


Universal’s net profit increased 
$1,982,300 in the first 26 weeks of its 
present fiscal year as compared with 
similar period last year, before pro- 
vision for Federal income and excess 
profits taxes. Company report re- 
leased this week shows net profit of 
$3,741,634 in the 26 weeks ending 
last May 2, as against $1,759,334 in 
the 26-week period ending on May 3, 
1941, in both instances before write- 
offs for Federal taxes and for special 
reserve for writing off equities in 
foreign subsids. 

After such writeoffs, Universal’s 
net for the first 26 weeks totaled ap- 
proximately $1,731,100, or an increase 
of less than $400,000 over the $1,- 
369,334 net profit in comparable 26 
weeks ending in 1941. The 1942 profit 
figure includes an increase of re- 
stricted funds in Great Britain 
amounting to $409,969, and includes 
provision for Federal income and 
excess profits taxes thereon. 

U’s net profits for the second quar- 
ter ended last May 2 amounted to 
$2,223,319, or more than double the 
$1,055,539 shown in comparable 194i 
period. However, after providing for 
Federal income and excess profits 
taxes of $1,337,902 this dwindles 
down to net profit of $885,158, as 
against $815,539 in like period in the 
previous year. Thus, this enormous 
increase in the tax bite, totalling $1,- 
097,902 greater than the 1941’s sec- 
ond quarter, gave the company less 
than $70,000 improvement in earn- 
ings after all charges and earnings. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal’s board, reported that 
gross revenues of pictures have been 
running well ahead of a year ago 
in both the domestic and foreign 
field. He attributed this to a com- 
bination of circumstances. He stated 
that all pictures to be released be- 
fore Sept. 1 have been completed 
and that production on the 1942-3 
schedule is well under way. 


Universal Annua! Earnings 











1930-42 
Net profit except as noted: 
(*) Deficit 
SR. divas sens bone cenyes *$2,047,821 
I ee i ee 615,786 
RRA RO BES ar Perey ey * 1,250,283 
DONE ek caked Gabi cet ones * 1,062,216 
SR ay adie un a Roop te eat 238,792 
Ss ch ewicketees stant * 677,186 
ESA ee oe marry, * 1,988,524 
eee oe nee it * 1,084,999 
Mc scatacsnareewuen the * 591,176 
A cs csvawes ous we eeebe 1,153,321 
ee Le ag ee eos Sarde 2,390,772 
EES eeteenter~ Aey 4,396,499 
(1941 by Quarters) 
First Second Third Fourth 


Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$703,795 $1,055,539 $992,530 $1,644,634 
(1942 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$1,518,315 $2,223,319 
Note: All of 1941-42 figures are be- 

fore tax deductions. 


John H. Harris Laid 
Up With Bronchial Flu 


Pittsburgh, June 16. 

John H. Harris, local theatrical 
magnate, head of Arena Managers 
Association and national president 
of Variety Clubs, laid up on the 
Coast with bad case of bronchial flu. 
He’s at the Cedars of Lebanon hos- 
pital. 

Harris went west for Hollywood 
engagement of ‘Icecapades,’ which 
Arena group owns, aid was due 
back here last Monday (8) to as- | 
sume charge of War Heroes parade | 
and show in Pittsburgh this week. | 











Mpls. Exchanges May Check Blindly 


As Curb to Prevaricating Exhibs 





‘Corregidor’ Tag Disputed| 





Hollywood, June 16. 

It was bound to happen, what with 
the mad scramble for topical titles. 
Producers Releasing Corp. has served 
notice on 20th-Fox that it holds prior 
claim to the title ‘Corregidor.’ 

PRC claims to have registered it 
during the gallant defense of the 
fortress by U. S. forces. 





Elmer Davis 


Continued from page 4 





Film Coordinator will fit in the new 
setup. 

Davis’ remarks on the film situa- 
tion were taken to mean that Mel- 
lett, Arch Mercey, his assistant, and 
Nelson Poynter, his Coast studio 
contact, would continue in their 
present statuus indefinitely. That is, 
until Davis himself has time to make 
some sort of study of the vast or- 
ganization—some 30,000 Government 
employes are involyed—and make 
executive changes if he sees fit. 


Unanimous approval of Davis in 
newspaper editorials and by the 
radio and film industries gave him 
qualms, he said. He declared he 
wished at least. a few people had 
called him names, for then there 
would be someone in whose estima- 
tion he might go up. As it is, he 
laughed, the only direction in which 
opinion of him could go is down. 


Even hard-bitten and isolationist 
John O’Donnell, Washington corre- 
spondent of the New York News, 
had praise of Davis, although par- 
tially in the backhanded statement 
that ‘Nothing could be worse than 
the present setup.’ 

Most newspapermen were elated 
over the choice of a real newsman 
for the important post. Their only 
criticism was that the Presidential 
order did not make clear how Davis’ 
authority fitted in with that of the 
Army and Navy on news dissemina- 
tion. There was fear that his con- 
trol might not be well enough de- 
fined and the ineptness on news dis- 
semination displayed by the Army 
and the Navy in the past might spoil 
Davis’ show. 








Minneapolis, June 16. 

In consequence of an incident 
which just has occurred, local film 
exchanges are threatening to utilize 
blind checking again to a greater 
extent. They feel certain that such 
checks will afford ‘protection’ against 
many of the claims for adjustments. 

It has come about currently be- 
cause a Twin City independent ex. 
hibitor, owner of several large de 
luxe houses, desired to ‘sluff’ a pic- 
ture which, according to reports cir- 
culated in indie trade circles, was 
doing a poor business in the neigh- 
borhood spots. The exchange told 
him to go ahead and play the pic- 
ture and promised that if it didn’t 
deliver at the boxoffice a satisface 
tory readjustment would be made. 
Then, anticipating ‘trouble,’ they ar- 
ranged for a blind check. 

After the exhibitor played the 
picture on a Sunday to Tuesday run, 
he charged into the exchange and 
demanded, ‘Well, what are you go- 
ing to do for me?’ In reply to a 
query, he reported a gross very 
considerably under what the blind 
check showed. As a matter of fact, 
he had done a rattling good businesg 
with the attraction. 

The city salesman to whom the 
complaint and demand for adjust- 
ment were made then revealed that 
there had been the blind check and, 
although he already had the figures, 
pretended to telephone the checking 
service for them. Confronted with 
the ‘evidence,’ the exhibitor, without 
a blush or without blinking his eyes, 
admitted that he had ‘lied.’ His dee 
fense, however, was that distribu- 
tors, because of their business meth- 
ods and ‘unfair’ trade practices, 
make it necessary for independent 
exhibitors to prevaricate. 


SAN DIEGO’S 1 TAX 
ON ALL ADMISSIONS 


San Diego, June 16. 

New ordinance, passed unanfe- 
mously by the council, levies a mu- 
nicipal tax of lc on every theatre 
admission in the city, beginning 
July 1. 

City needs more revenue to pay 
expenses, increased by the heavy in- 
flux of war industry workers. 














New York Theatres 











Ann Ronald 
SHERIDAN Ps 2 REGAN 


"JUKE GIRL" 


In Person 


RUSS MORGAN Also in Person 
and His ba a DENNIS DAY 
r Conditioned 


STRAND tn? % 47th St. 


JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros, Success 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


All Seats Reserved — Twice Dally, 2:45-8:45 
B’way, Sist. Ci, 7-5545 





es 





2225. 








Geo. Maureen John 
MONTGOMERY O’HARA SUTTON 


“TEN GENTLEMEN 
FROM WEST POINT” 


Another 20th Century-Fox Triumph 


Plus a ‘Big R Oo xX Y ith Ave. 


Stage Show & 50th St. 











RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“Mrs. Miniver” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








— | 

















‘The Wife Takes a Flyer’ 


STARRING 
Joan Franchot 
BENNETT ®@ TONE 


CAPITOL fai 










Opening Fri. Eve. (June 19) 
“FRIENDLY ENEMIES” 


Last Three Days 


“MISS ANNIE ROONEY” 
xis RIVOLE tera 


Beers Open 9:30 A.M. + Midnite Shows 














yrone POWER - Joan FONTAINE 


THIS ABOVE ALL” 


A 20th Century-Fox Trivmph 


ASTOR Pome 


CONTINUOUS 








LOEW’S Starts Thur. june is 
ST ATE" Alfred Hiteheock’s 
nes nBOTEUR 
Last Times wet. 
abt and ce Se Prisilla LANE 
‘bio RITA’ IN PERSON 
IN PERSON 5. ©. FLIPPEN 
Benny FIELDS leaners WHITNEY 
Dean MURPHY Horace MacMAHON 
Clyde Lueas & Orch Bea WAIN 

















‘PALACE ‘*.< 
o . 47th St 


STARTS TOMORKOW 


“THE SPOILERS” 


MARLENE DIETRICH 
—and— 

KAY KYSER and BAND 

“MY FAVORITE SPY” 














Midnight 


Feature 44475 





en we | 


Re meets betes on WB tiie te < 








— 





ants BS Pe Se 


«Sep re amg rem 





nee eee 


Pe RTE ELT 


et 


eee ee 


























! 
. 
te 





24 PICTURES 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, June 17, 1942 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Establishment of a State War Labor Board is to be sought of Governor 
Culbert Olson by the’ new Unity for Victory Committee, formed Sunday 
(14) at a meeting of 400 delegates representing 200 Los Angeles County 
labor unions aligned with the AFL and CIO and independent crafts. 
Bernard Lusher of Screen Office Employees Guild was named temporary 
secretary to serve pending election of officers. 

More than 150,000 workers were committed to the program by spokes- 


men. 





As part of its contribution to the Pan-American goodwill policy, 20th- 
Fox Movietone newsreel is doing a series of fashion clips in Mexico City 
with Powers models next month. Newsreel is sending a crew with Vyvyan 
Donner, the reel’s fashion editor, who in turn will chaperone the five 
models who already have started courses in Spanish at the Spanish Lan- 
guage Center. Newsreel group and models will be in Mexico City, July 2-3. 
They will be guests of the Mexican government. 





Lowdown puns, which recently have become a habit as titles for shorts, 
continue. Latest crop registered with the Hays office include: 

‘They Stooge to Conga,’ ‘Slay It With Flowers,’ ‘Malice in Slumberland,’ 
‘Matriphony,’ ‘Sock-a-Bye Baby,’ all Columbia, and ‘A Zoot Sioux’ (U), ‘A 
Hull of a Mess’ (Par), and ‘Dr, Jerkel and Mr. Hi-de-Ho’ (WB). 





Howard Dietz cooked up that ‘my 10 best pix’ ballyhoo stunt for ‘Mrs. 


Miniver’ which bowed into Radio City Music Hall last week. 


A who's 


who of notables from all walks, previously invited to preview ‘Miniver,’ 
naturally selected that picture among the all-time greats. Dietz also con- 
ceived the ‘10 best critics’ idea for ‘Miniver’, wherein the latter names 


the ‘10 best’, 





Columbia prexy Harry Cohn made his first trip east in years by train, 
due to plane travel uncertainties nowadays, and he’s not over it yet. Had 
to be sure he was east on schedule because of the Col. convention. Re- 


turns today (Wed.). 





A blind ad in Sunday’s (14) Public Notices section of the N. Y. Times 
seeks the address of Herb Lubin who originally had a hand in the promo- 
tion of the Roxy, N. Y. Ad also referred to Lubin as a motion picture 


producer. 











Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 








young Netter worked on a lesser 
job in the Par theatre department, 





Hollywood Contingent 


Freddie Brisson, talent agent, into 
the Army air force. 

Pierre Benoit and Robin Lee, both 
with ‘Icecapades,’ former into the 
Canadian Army, latter into the 
Navy. 

Raoul Kraashar, Republic music 
department, Army. 

H. S. Brown, Jr., producer of 
serials at Republic, Army. 

Jerry Briskin, production assistant 
at Columbia, Signal Corps. 

Frankie Albert, film actor, Navy. 

John Hartley, film actor, Navy. 

Richard Shayer, screen writer, 
Navy. 

Sam Jacoby, song writer, Army. 

Irving Malak, film technician, 
Navy. 

Verne Giler, screen writer, Army 
Signal Corps. 





Pitt’s Latest Quota 
Pittsburgh, June 16. 


William J. Kloos, of Par booking 
staff, graduated last week from Du- 
quesne University, where he was an 
advance ROTC student, and com- 
missioned second lieutenant in field 
artillery. z 

Corporal Lloyd Chapman, former 
assistant news editor at KDKA, ap- 
pointed to officer candidate school 
at Camp Croft, S. C. 

Elmer Ellsworth Qurs, Jr., son of 
owner of Victoria theatre in Par- 
sons, W. Va., has joined air corps 
as a flying cadet stationed at Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

Charley Affelder, WWSW engi- 
neer, reports to Signal Corps gen- 
eral development laboratory at Fort 
Monmouth, N. J., July 7. 

Malcolm Milligan, Pittsburgh Play- 
house actor who toured couple of 
seasons ago in a bit role in ‘Abe 
Lincoln In Illinois,’ graduated last 
week from bombardier school at 
Midland, Tex., and commissioned a 
second lieutenant. 

Russ Zebra, booked at Republic 
exchange, army. 

Donald Dickinson, son of C. W. 
Dickinson, of Moody and Dickinson 
theatre interests in Brownsville, Pa., 
army. 

Carmen Rummo, pianis* in Stanley 
house ork, army. 

Ted Ruta, saxman 
house ork, army. 

Ed Scigals, of U exchange staff, 
army. 
plause-milking. 


in Stanley 





Naval Lieut. John D, Glase 
Reading, Pa., June 16. 

John D. Glase, son of Paul G. 
Glase, gen. mgr. of Wilmer & Vincent 
theatres here, Navy, commissioned a 
lieutenant. He has been practicing 
law here with Stevens & Lee past 
five years. 





From Montgomery, Ala. 


Montgomery, Ala., June 16. 
Cecil Brown, assistant manager of 


————— = 
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the Paramount, U. S. army. Ralph 
Mann, present manager of the 
Clover, expects to enroll early next 
month. 

Charlie Mizell, former. auditor 
with Wilby-Kincy, now serving as 
auditor at Kessler Field near Biloxi, 
Miss. Mizell has been assigned to 
check theatres on Government prop- 
erty at that field. 





Can Gab or Tackle 
Ft. Worth, June 16. 


Cy Leand, who went from a star 
player on Texas Christian Univer- 
sity football team to the roll of. an- 
nouncer of Texas radio stations, has 
been drafted. 

He has been 
WBAP 
years. 


with KGKO and 
in Fort Worth in recent 





K. C. Tooter Joins 
Kansas City, June 16. 

Robert Jolliff into Army, stationed 
at Camp Robinson. Was string and 
horn bass player in Herb Six orch. 
at Tower theatre here since organ- 
ization of band nearly three years 
ago. New member of the Six outfit 
is Ralph Stephens. 

Capt. Barney Oldfield, former Lin- 
coln (Neb.) Sunday Journal and 
Star film editor, now stationed at Ft. 
Benning, Ga., into the parachute 

















troops. 

; x 

| Fewer Prints 
Continued from page 7 

lier. They'll just wait, for the most 


part, until they come within walk- 
ing distance. 

In larger towns and cities this 
may be true also to some extent 
since people are remaining closer to 
their neighborhood 
nearer they are the better. 
where folks 
traveled considerable distances to 
see films on their first runs, they 
may be willing to wait awhile un- 
til they come closer to home or 
around the corner. Also pointed 
out, the average parent isn’t going 
to let the kids, out of school this 
summer, to stray away from home 
areas into downtown zones due to 
blackouts, dimouts, bombing dangers 
and the like. 

Clearance schedules have been re- 
vised here and there under the ar- 
bitration features of the consent de- 
cree but the instances where it has 
been lowered represent only a hand- 
ful when it is considered around 
16,000 theatres are in operation. As 
a matter of fact, the number of ex- 
hibitors who have brought com- 
plaints seeking relief under clear- 
ance have been comparatively few. 


There has been no_ tendency 
among operators to increase the 
clearance they have over runs be- 
hind them, odd in itself since clear- 
ance between runs in scores of cases 





is relatively short, 


theatres, the | 
Thus, | 
formerly may have | 


Heat May Rush Cooling 
Plant for N. Y. Canteen 


Plans for installing a modern cool- 
ing system at the American Theatre 
Wing’s Stage Door Canteen are ex- 
pected to be speeded after last 
week’s sweltering weather. Condi- 
tions in the popular basement spot 
on West 44th street, N. Y., were 
alleviated to some degree by chang- 
ing the air with forced draft, but 
more comfortable atmosphere is a 
must both for the men in uniform 
and the showfolk volunteers. 

An estimate to install the cooling 
plant is at hand, cost being $5,000, 
which is considered a modest amount 
for such apparatus. Wing, which 
finances the Canteen, is in a position 
to pay for the installation, what with 
money obtained from film rights 
and a one-time radio program, If 
the cooling plant is ordered it will 
constitute a permanent improvement 
for the spot, which is rent free but 
which may become a night club 
again after the war. Canteen prop- 
erty is part of the 44th Street thea- 
tre and is operated by the Shuberts. 
The Astor Estate owns the site. 

Up to late last week the Canteen 
had entertained 281,000 men of the 
Allied services since opening March 
2 More than 3,000 professionals 
have given their spare time to the 
Canteen, Approximately 2,000 sand- 
wiches, 3,000 cups of coffee, 3,000 
cakes and doughnuts, 5,000 cigarettes 
and 25 gallons of fruit juices are 
served the men gratis nightly, aver- 
age attendance running well over 
2,000. 








OEM FILMS’ LARGER H.Q. 


Office for Emergency Management 
Film Unit has taken over former 
headquarters of Pathe News at 35 
West 45th street in New York. It 
moved into the new location Mon- 
day (15). 

Unit was formerly at 1600 Broad- 
way, but had outgrown the cutting 
rooms, office space and projection 
rooms available there. 








Hays 
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news associations and syndicates. 

Directors thanked members of the 
Public Relations Committee for their 
efforts to date, feeling being that the 
activity of the group thus far was a 
step in the right direction and to 
date loomed as an intelligent ap- 
proach to the situation. 


Coe Gets Added Authority 


One of first pieces of business at 
the Wednesday (10) session was 
naming of Charles Francis Coe as 
general counsel and vice-president. 
While his selection as Hays office 
general counsel had been more or 
less expected, the designation as 
v.p., repeatedly denied by Hays of- 
fice executives as a possibility, came 
as added authority to Coe. Will 
Hays informed the directors, follow- 
ing the v.p. designation, that he was 
placing operation of Motion Picture 
| Producers & Distributors Assn. of- 
| fices in N. Y., Hollywood and Wash- 
ington under Coe’s direction. 

This arrangement relieves Hays of 
many present burdens and, as had 
been previously pointed out in ‘Va- 
riety,’ Coe will act as spokesman 
for the MPPDA when Hays is not 
available. However, it was em- 
phasized after the director’s session 
that this should not be interpreted 
in any way as Hays stepping down 
or becoming less active than pres- 
| ently. 





| Proposition to make an all-indus- 
| . ° 
|try feature to raise funds for fami- 
|lies of draftees was received via a 


even considered by the directorate 
because ruled out of its province 
to act. 
already had turned thumbs down on 
this proposal previously, there was 
hardly more than passing discussion. 


Several means of.carrying out this 
furd-raising plan were outlined, best 
probably being that of using a group 
of name players such as Clark Gable, 
Abbott - Costello, Tyrone Power, 
Bette Davis, Claudette Colbert, Gary 
Cooper, Rita Hayworth and Spencer 
Tracy in one super-super produc- 
tion, with all monies, above actual 
production costs, going to this war 
charity fund. Another all-industry 
film idea, still in the formative 
stages, was not even mentioned at 
the session. 

Indicated following last week's 
session, that the matter of restoring 
old salaries generally at the Hays 
office likely would be taken up 
later. 





telegram from Hollywood, but not | 


Since many Coast producers | 


‘Must Possess Audience Appeal 





carrying the essential appeal. 


film units. 


Reaction in picture business to Sidney L. Bernstein's remarks, as 
reported herewith from Washington, is that the American film indus- 
try generally will take all the British or Canadian pictures, whether 
government-made or otherwise, which have audience-appeal. 
must possess audience appeal, it was pointed out, because the U. S. 
picture business has access to plenty of films in this country with du- 
bious appeal. And after all this is the true test of any screen subject, 
officials stated, because without such appeal the pictures will fall short 
of their objective—to sell a message to the public. 


They 


American picture business always has felt that suitable product 
can be made and now is being made which can incorporate a wartime 
message or inspirational appeal to the general public. Those in the 
trade point to the ‘World of Action’ series of shorts (being distributed 
in the U. S, by United Artists) as illustrative of the strong type of 
government-made or compiled screen material that not only carries a 
message or inspiration but at the same time is worthwhile because 


These subjects were made by John Grierson’s Canadian film unit 
with Stuart Legg, a British-educated producer, doing actual produc- 
tion and editing. Of the three already released, not one has failed 
to measure up to highest audience-appeal classification, yet much of 
the material previously had been available to both U. S. and British 




















United States is fumbling and floun- 
dering—even Government people ac- 
knowledge there is scanty progress 
so far—in its attempts to exploit mo- 
tion picture possibilities. Bernstein 
has tried to help out by giving the 
benefit of British experience. He 
huddled Friday (12) with Lowell 
Mellett, President's film coordinator, 
and his crew and is talking with all 
the other execs concerned with the 
psychological side of the fighting. 
The British have offered all of 
their product—there now are over 
70 ‘factual’ films available in their 
library here—to the U.S. Govern- 
ment, royalty and rent free, and 
have been making them available at 
cost for any non-theatrical showings. 
Except for a few outstanding num- 
bers—‘Target for Tonight,” the 
Quentin Reynolds Christmas short, 
and similar jobs—American dis- 
tributors have shied away from 
booking the product commercially. 


One idea Bernstein has thrown 
out to Federal officials is to get mo- 
bile projection units that might 
make it more convenient for the 
public in isolated communities to see 
the informational films. By sending 
truck-trailer apparatus to small 
towns and staging regular showings 
in war plants, shipyards, arsenals, 
etc., the British believe they have 
built up a real appetite for pictures 
explaining various aspects of the 
war — those telling the farmers 
how important their werk is, show- 
ing the importance of speed in lay- 
ing bricks, explaining the sig- 
nificance of hum-drum activities, 
and cementing morale. 


British Experience Contrary 


With many U. S. trade experts 
still firmly convinced that people at 
war want ‘escape’ pictures, Bern- 
stein has been preaching that Brit- 
ish experience is to the contrary. 
There is a desire for pure entertain- 
ment and a yen to get the minds off 
the war, the British braintruster 
conceded, but to a startling degree 
all classes of the population want to 
know what is going on. Hence, 
newsreels must be supplemented by 
explanatory films—the British don’t 
like the ‘propaganda,’ ‘documentary,’ 
or ‘informational’ tags any better 
than we do—to appease this yen. 
To some extent the film fare is 
forced on the public, but by and 
large the people are anxious to see 
|anything that tells how production 
}is going, methods of combatting sub- 
marines, etc. Bernstein said the 
| English workers especially appre- 
| ciate seeing such films during their 
|lunch periods, while the  ticket- 
| buyers react like any patrons, turn- 
ing thumbs down on pictures which 
are stuffy or amateurishly done. 

Despite the trade’s unenthusiastic 
slant on numerous British ‘factual’ 
shorts, there is a definite feeling 
here that Hollywood and New York 
might find out the American audi- 


ence responds to such tnings more 
than they can imagine. Reaction of 
Government officials and numerous 
news writers who have glimpsed a 
half-dozen English reels is favorable. 
The National Press Club, for in- 
stance, jumped at the opportunity to 
put on several pictures of the docu- 
mentary and ballyhoo types. When 
notices went out that special show- 
ings were in prospect—the NPC had 
three separate programs of British, 
Canadian, Chinese and Russian pic- 
tures—the presumably blase and 
sophisticated legmen and _ rewrite 
experts stampeded for tickets. Their 
response is cited as indicative of a 
curiosity that the money-minded 














‘U.S. Must Make Pix Itself’ 
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bookers and exhibitors haven't ap- 
preciated. 
Invites to Pix 

For the industry’s information, 
many Army and Navy officers have 
grabbed gratefully invitations to 
look at ‘Merchant Seamen,’ which 
was turned down by New York as 
too stuffy and poorly edited; ‘Listen 
to Britain,’ despite its acknowledged 
big dose of sentimentality; and run 
of mine stuff. Their curiosity may 
not be typical, British and U. S. of- 
ficials concede, but their comments 
were more than simple flattery and 
stirred a desire of colleagues to see 
these reels. Likewise with the news 
gang, which generally shrugs off in- 
vitations to see preachy films. The 
scribes confess they would not like 
large doses regularly, but various 
writers generally considered highly 
‘sophisticated’ have commented the 
British material was more intriguing 
than much American stuff. (At the 
same time it is acknowledged the 
product which Hollywood conceived 
and produced on its own decidedly 
tops the bulk of Government-in- 
spired and directed reels.) 

Considerable interest has been 
shown by U. S. officials in the way 
British government films get booked. 
Government execs still are reluctant 
to use an...or else method. Bern- 
stein has told them of the moves by 
which British exhibs were induced 
td book the Ministry of Information 
output and it’s likely American 
chain managers will be subjected to 
the ‘shame, shame’ treatment. 

Though there have been generous 
expressions of praise and apprecia- 
tion for MHollywood’s educational 
films, many Federal authorities be- 
lieve the British have pointed the 
way to using celluloid to a greater 
degree in bringing the American 
people to their feet. The English 
instructional stuff on civilian de- 
fense particularly intrigues U. S. of- 
ficials, who hope to arrange for non- 
theatrical showings of such reels as 
the one on fire protection and 


handling incendiary bombs, Bern- 
Stein's crew has screened several 
films of this kind for different 


groups of Federal toppers. 


Ritzes in U Filmusical 
With Nine New Numbers 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Ritz Brothers returned to the 
cameras at Universal yesterday 
(Mon.) at Universal as co-stars with 
Carol Bruce in ‘Off the Beaten Track,’ 
directed by Edward F. Cline, with 
Howard Benedict as associate pro- 
ducer. 

Don Raye and Gene De Paul 
cleffed nine tunes, four for ‘Miss 
Bruce, three for the Ritzes and two 
for Sonny Dunham and his orches- 
tra. They are ‘Wasn’t It Wonderful,’ 
‘Golden Wedding,’ ‘River Boat Jam- 
boree,’ ‘You Don’t Know What Love 
Is,’ ‘Atlas Did It But Won’t Admit 
It,, ‘Keep ’Em Laughing,’ ‘Bravest 
of the Brave,’ ‘Mr. Five-By-Five’ and 
‘Don’t You Think We Ought to 
Dance.’ 


CHIRPERS’ CAMP TREK 


Singers Lanny Ross and Edis de 
Philippe will make a 10-day tour of 
midwestern and southern army 
camps under auspices of USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc. They start today (Wed- 
nesday) at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., 
ag wind up June 27 at Fort Knox, 

y. 

Pair will present programs of pop 
faves and familiar longhair. 
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Wartime Radio Showmanship Survey Spotlights : 


O-THIN-FOR-UNCLE SAM PROGRAMS 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 



































The modus operandi of organized appeals via 
radio is now fairly well worked out. Whatever 
else may be said of American radio propaganda to 
date in this war, a plausible machinery to solicit citi- 
zen cooperation has been designed, tooled and set up 
‘and it is functioning. Its motto is ‘do-this-for- 
‘Uncle Sam.’ ~After some weeks of practical opera- 
tions the equipment, the map, the men, are ready 
for the emergency task just assigned them: rubber 
salvage. 

For the past four weeks ‘Variety’ has intensively 
studied (i.e. listened to) war message-bearing net- 
work programs. This is, of course, but one part of 
the total of radio participation in the war effort, 
but it is preeminently vital because of the big cir- 
culation guarantees the popular commercials carry. 
Radio itself is, of course, Snly one part of the total 
of all morale-building or morale-conditioning media 
but in many ways it 1s probably the dominant media 
because of its capacity to reach millions so swiftly, 
so certainly, and in terms of domestic habit, i.e., 
radio listening. 

Actually if a comparative study of newspaper and 
magazine and perhaps motion picture activity in 
the war were*made and placed in invidious juxta- 
position to radio there might be evidence that radio 
has lagged in originality, ingenuity, daring, com- 
pared to its possibilities. The overwhelming 
amount of radio contribution to even the roytine 
of organized appeals is no more nor less nor worse 
than classified advertising. By itself there is not 
much in this sort of thing worthy of serious analy- 
sis. The column of donated minutes and blurbs 
sums up into a large pile of time. It is exactly that 
—a pile. 

It would not, however, be fair to charge either 
advertisers or broadcasters with faint-heartedness. 
Just now both are getting into stride. Mare, much 
more, of enterprise and eloquence probably may be 
anticipated in the immediate future. ‘Time and 
official assurances have gradually overcome the 
work-habits of the ‘neutrality’ period. Nor can it 
be forgotten that the American people, after 20 
years of debunking on high diplomacy, are acutely 
skeptical of emotional orgy stuff. The organized 
radio appeals of the network allocation plan are 
obviously legitimate and incorporate hardly more 
than a faint trace of the lurid (to those who'recall 
the last war) but even they can be evaluated only 
in relation to the prevailing state of mind of the 
nation, willing to serve and pay and suffer but not 
willing to be spoon-fed on government double talk. 

Being a democracy the United States is cherish- 
ing still, even in war, its right to regard rulers as 
fallible men who sometimes make mistakes and the 
rulers are extremely conscious of this fact: it shows 
in much that they do and the tentative way they 
do it. ; 

Americans are propaganda-shy and fairly method- 
wise. Not accidentally is it stressed again and 
again that ours, as contrasted to Hitler’s, is the 
propaganda of simple, obviously true truth. 

It is significant of the mood of considered state- 
ment and no atrocity tales that our only ‘master- 
plan’ of morale management is a Presidential speech 
of austere limitations and our only ‘master-mind’ 
(since Saturday last) a man of dry, unadorned, 
concise recital of established facts. 

Goebbels, all agree, is a liar. But some seem to 
think he is also a genius, although C. J. Friedrich 
has shrewdly pointed out that the genius of Goeb- 
bels is identical with and only as successful as the 
terror of Himmler. 

_To escape any appearance of unreality all ques- 
tions pertaining to, and all discussions about, war- 
time morale ought presumably to begin with a re- 
minder and an admission. Actual victory will be 
won by force, namely 


The Army, the Navy, the Air Force. 
AND oa 
The production and delivery in quantity of the 


— 











a 








weapons and machines of modern warfare. 


But this does not imply any unimportance of 
morale strategy if it is kept in proper focus, It 
(loes probably need to be said that no single and 
certainly no patented theory or system of morale 
Orsi tion ts all-vital in the sense that its adop 





tion guarantees a complete victory and a shortened 
war and its neglect assures a lesser victory and a 
longer, more debilitating, less efficiently conducted 
conflict. 


There now is emerging a further anxiety of 
morale strategy, made manifest by the speeches of 
Henry Wallace and Sumner Welles and by the 
new agreements between the United States-Great 
Britain-Russia. There have in recent months been 
all too many cases of conflict, contradiction and 
clumsiness in official statements on shortages and 
other public vexations. The net result o. this sort 
of Washington bungling might be, some fear it 
already is, an accumulation of distrust and impa- 
tience in the public possibly creating a future dan- 
ger, inflamed by America Firsters, that public opin- 
ion will be disinclined to go the full distance to and 
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Imagination In War Messages 


Special Scrolls of Honor have been awarded jf 
by ‘Variety’ to the following advertising-sup- ; 
ported radio programs for their handling of war 
messages: = 


Night-Time Programs ; 


‘THE ALDRICH FAMILY’ : 
(General Foods, NBC, Young & Rubicam) 
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‘EASY ACES’ : 

(Anacin, Blue, Blackett-Sample-Hummert) ‘ 
EDGAR BERGEN : 

(Chase & Sanborn, NBC, J. Walter Thompson) ; 
BING CROSBY . : 

(Kraft Cheese, NBC, J. Walter Thompson) & 

* ¢ @ 

7 ‘FIBBER McGEE AND MOLLY’ : 
A (Johnson’s Wax, NBC, Needham, Louis & Brorby)® 
; * @¢ ¢ ~ 
‘LUM AND ABNER’ f 


(Alka Seltzer, Blue, Wade) 


* e ca 


‘UNCLE WALTER’S DOGHOUSE’ 


— 
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(Brown & Williamson, NBC, Russel Seeds) 
: 

Day-Time Programs 
‘ARMSTRONG THEATRL’ 2 
(Armstrong Cork, CBS, B. B. D. & O.) 


‘LIFE CAN BE BEAUTIFUL’ 
(Procter & Gamble, CBS, Compton) 
‘SECOND HUSBAND’ 
(Sterling Products, Blue, 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert ) 


y » . 
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KATE SMITH SPEAKS 


(General Foods, CBS, Young & Rubicam) 





gy Programs Regularly Slanted to 1&E 
War Issues 7 





‘AGAINST THE STORM’ ; 
(Procter & Gamble, NBC, Compton) 
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‘BIG TOWN’ 
(Lever Brothers’ CBS, Ruthrauff & Ryan) 
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‘HELP MATE’ : 

(Old Dutch Cleanser, NBC, : 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert) ' 

‘SEEP WORKING, KEEP SINGING 
AMERICA’ 

(Squibb, CBS, Geyer, Cornell & Newell) 
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until world-wide reorganization has been assured 
but will instead rebel, complain, stir restlessly or 
fall out of ranks at the first moment actual physical 
danger from Germany or Japan is negated but be- 
fore the full job to guarantee an enduring peace is 
completed. 

By common consent of most U. S. Government 
agencies, and especially the Office of Facts and 
Figures, the master blueprint for propaganda in 
this war was sketched by President Roosevelt him- 
self in his address of Jan. 6, 1942. As abstracted 
from the presidential text there are six main head- 
ings under which information and persuasion are 
organized, All taken together are supposed to con- 
stitute the sub-headings of this war's propaganda 
of truth. The six are: 


Why we fight. 

Whom we fight. 

Our Allies, 

Our production problems. ~ 











Our war sacrifices. 





Our warriors. 





With the current completion and announcement 
in this issue of ‘Variety’s’ special wartime radio 
showmanship survey (spanning the May 15-June 15 
period) it is now possible to draw certain probably 
justified conclusions concerning ~what the Office 
of Facts and Figures has succeeded in getting well 
begun on the sponsored programs of the radio 
networks in relation to the six Rooseveltian propa- 
gatida points. First, and most forcibly, there is the 
impression that the O.F.F. has concentrated upon, 
and advertising has obediently reflected, the last 
three—production problems, war sacrifices, and our 
warriors, the latter including, of course, military 
nurses. The first three points, why we fight, our 
enemies and our allies have been referred to casu- 
ally and in passing rather than fully and directly. 
Indeed, the whole mechanical organization of the 
O.F.F.’s ‘Radio War Guide’ and its related network 
allocation plan has a natural convenience princi- 
pally for the accomplishment of ‘drives’ (for man- 
power and womanpower, bond pledges, salvage) 
and the inculcation of workaday ‘attitudes’ such as 
automobile pooling. The O.F.F. radio apparatus 
for commercial shows does not much concern itself, 
if at all, with counter-propaganda against either 
foreign or domestic enemies. 

Meanwhile the Radio War Guide is as close an 
approximation to a master morale plan as we have. 
Under it fortnightly war information facts sheets 
are issued, The basic blueprint and the supple- 
mentary and intermittent memoranda form a 
sketchy, undetailed ‘directive’ to the radio industry 
from the Office of Facts and Figures. The latter 
meanwhile, in collaboration with the networks, and 
the Advertising Council, also- maintains a giant 
booking chatt of all advertising-sponsored pro- 
grams. Whatever nation-wide drives or attitude the 
Government at any given period wants emphasized 
via radio are booked with these thoughts in mind: 


—War messages shall be properly spaced within the 
total breadcast schedule so as not-to follow each other 
or to bore, confuse or callous the public. 

No one sponsored program shall be requested to 
devote part of its time to war messages oftener thay 
once in four weeks. 


On this page are listed those advertising-supported 
network programs which are hereby awarded Scrolls 
of Honor by ‘Variety.’ The awards are made wholly 
on the sole judgment and responsibility of this news- 
paper and have reference to the elements of (1) Imagi- 
nation, and (2) Effectiveness embodied in war mes- 
sages suggested by the Office of Facts and Figures and 
interpreted and executed by the advertisers. 

In addition to the programs recognized for specific 
service to the O.F.F. war themes announced for the 
May 15—June 15 period ‘Variety’ has, upon its sole 
judgment, appended a special class of awards for pro- 
grams which have consistently supported the war effort 
and national unity in imaginative-effective ways, but not 
with specific reference to the ‘Radio War Guide’ proper. 
This addenda is simply ‘Variety’s’ way of saying, 
‘These, too, have given of their best brains, heart and 
energy although not rigidly within the announced scope 
of the survey.’ : 
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If Sponsor’s Message Is on Show, 
It’s Commercial; Fox Sees No Cause 
To Waive Fees on War Parodies 





Harry Fox, who licenses mechani- 
eal rights for publishers, holds that 
his clients are justified in asking 
fees of $50 to $100 for the use of 
parodied lyrics in connection with 
Government messages on the ‘Truth 
or Consequence’ program (NBC). In 
answer to the protests of the Cormp- 
ton agency. which handles the pro- 
gram for Ivory Soap, Fox has stated 
that the publishers involved would 
gladly waive collection of a fee if 
the program did not also contain 
copy plugging the product. Under 
the circumstances, Fox has con- 
tended, his clients could logically 
consider the use as strictly commer- 
cial. On the other hand he has ad- 
vised the agency that if the Office 
of Facts and Figures were to submit 
a letter advising that the announce- 
ments constituted Government busi- 
ness there would be no charge for 
such parodies. The program’s com- 
mercial plugs have in the past made 
frequently use of parodies and the 
question of payment did not arise 
until the agency decided to make the 
parodies part of the Government 
message. 

Fox pointed out that his office has 
for months been knee-deep in gra- 
tuitous work for various .Govern- 
ment agencies, obtaining free tran- 
scription licenses, sheet music and 
band arrangements from publishers 
and in compiling service songbooks. 


NORM CORWIN 
LONDON SERIES 
ON JULY 20 © 


Norman Corwin’s series of short- 
wave shows from England is tenta- 
tively slated by CBS for broadcast 
9:30-10 p.m. Mondays, starting July 
20, when the Lux ‘Radio Theatre’ 
goes off for the summer. ‘Victory 
Theatre,’ the Office of Facts and 
Figures series of name CBS shows, 
will have the 9-9:30 half of the regu- 
lar Lux 9-10 p.m. period, 


Edward R. Murrow, European 
representative for CBS in London, 
will be producer of the Corwin 
series, which will be aimed to com- 
bat anti-British propaganda in the 
U. S., specifically by presenting the 
English viewpoint through the eyes 
of an American broadcaster. The 
series is slated to run eight weeks, 
with Corwin as writer-director. 


Corwin has finally cleared details 
of the trip with the State Depart- 
ment and has completed arrange- 
ments with CBS. He is now await- 
ing available Clipper passage, which 
he doesn’t expect for another week 
or so. He will make the trip alone, 
with a name American actor to fol- 
low to be narrator of the series. Pvt. 
Burgess Meredith, of the Army Air 
Corps, has been mentioned for the 
assignment, but nothing is set. There 
is a possibility that Corwin may 
stay on in England to do other pro- 
grams when his regular eight-week 
series is completed, but that is vague, 
also. 

Upon his return from England, 
Corwin is slated to rejoin CBS. 














Edna Mae Oliver in Benny Niche 


‘Victory Parade’ Moved Back to 6:30 Sundays on 
NBC As ‘Gildersleeve’ Folds 


Lever Bros. is spotting its new 
Lifebuoy show, with Edna Mae Oli- 
ver, in Jack Benny’s regular niche 
on NBC for 13 weeks, starting July 
5. The ‘Victory Parade’ series, cur- 
rently in the same period, will take 
over the previous half hour, 6:30-7 
p. m., from which ‘The Great Gilder- 
sleeve’ (Kraft) is exiting for the 
summer, 

Lever parts with ‘Grand Central 
Station’ (NBC) June 26. Both ‘G.C.S.’ 
and the Oliver show are handled 
by the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 

The Oliver program will originate 








KOBAK’S SON MARRIES 


James, Out of Harvard, Joins Edgar, 
Jr., in U. S. Army 








Edgar Kobak, executive v.p. of the 
Blue Network, became a father-in- 
law last Saturday (13). His son, 
James B., was married that day in 
Washington to Hope McEldowney, 
whose father is counsel for the Se- 
curities Exchange Commission, 

The groom, who has just grad- 
uated from Harvard, is going into 
the army. His brother, Edgar, Jr., 
formerly with NBC, is now at Fort 
Knox. 





Sees Best Summer for 
Radio Despite the War; 
‘Daylight’ Grief Avoided 


Kansas City, June 16. 

Dean Fitzer, manager, is antici- 
pating the heaviest summer billings 
in over 20 years of WDAF’s opera- 
tion. Optimism is based on audit just 
closed showing month of May, 1942, 
to have been best May’s business in 
history of station, 20% ahead of May, 
1941. April and March, 1942, showed 
corresponding margins over com- 
parable months of 1941. 

One reason for avoiding the here- 
tofore habitual summer slump was 
the February adoption of daylight 
saving time (war time) which has 
eliminated the annual April (when 
daylight saving time was usually 
adopted) psychclogical suggestion to 
agencies to retrench for the summer. 
Fitzer points out that now the radio 
industry has a concrete example of 
the futility of twice annually up- 
setting bookings, billings, programs 
and general routines for daylight 
saving time and sees no reason why 
the radio industry should observe the 
time change once the national emer- 
gency is returned to normal. 

Local biz, moreover, is holding its 
own and WDAF has not lost a single 
local sponsor, with few if any ac- 
counts likely to go off in the near 
future. 

This increased pace is being main- 
tained at WDAF despite the mount- 
ing effort and personnel attention 
necessary to handle details of radio’s 
extensive contributions to the war 
effort, in which Fitzer feels the in- 
dustry is serving generously but un- 
sung and mostly unaccredited as far 
as the public is concerned. 


NEW SOLDIER SHOW: 
THIS IS MY WISH’ 


NBC is auditioning this week a 
15-minute dramatic-musical show 
for soldier-civilian morale and built 
around a song, “This Is My Wish.’ 
Neal Hopkins, scripter of the Ted 
Steele studio series, heard the tune 
on that stanza and got the idea for 
the new program. Ed Dunham, di- 
rector of the Steele show, is also 
directing the new one for audition. 

Phyllis Jeanne Creore, radio ac- 
tress and singer, wrote the music 
and lyrics of ‘This Is My Wish’ and 
will play the dramatic-vocal lead on 
the program. 














from Hollywood, with Murray Bolen 
as director and with Martin Gosch 
and Howard Harris as writers. 





Rum-and-Maple Tobacco 
On Male-Aimed Locals. 








Rum and Maple Tobacco is buying | 
nightly participaiton in local pro- | 
grams that are directed at men audi- 
ences, 

Raymond Spector is the agency. 


Gags Fly, and Vice Versa, 
As Butcher Is Speeded 
From Radio Into Navy 


Washington, June 16. 
Lions and lambs sat down at the 
same luncheon table Thursday (11) 
to give a proper send-off to Harry C. 
Butcher, for more than a decade 





local vice-president of CBS. It’s 
Lieutenant Commander Butcher 
now. 


The web executive went on active 
duty with the Navy a fortnight ago, 
being in the naval communications 
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Gammons to D. C. 





Earl H. Gammons, manager of 
WCCO, Columbia affiliate in 
Minneapolis, becomes director of 
the network’s Washington office, 
effective July 1. 

He succeeds Harry C. Butcher, 
who was recently called for ac- 
tive Navy service. 

Gammons reports on firing 
line July 1. Meff Runyon will 
select his successor at WCCO 
this week. 








service where he received indoctri- 
nation during a brief tour of active 
duty during the spring. 

’ Radio lawyers, FCC Chairman 
James L. Fly, white House Secre- 
tary Stephen T. Early, trade press, 
and trade association people were 
guests of Frank M. Russell, fellow 
ex-Iowan and NBC v.-p., at the fare- 
well. Speech-making was confined 
to a five-minute needling from Louis 
G. Caldwell, local counsel for 
Mutual. 

High point in prolonged gagging 
was Butcher’s wind-up. With the 
FCC Chairman seated at his right, 
the CBS v.p. signed off ‘there may 
be flies on some of you guys, but 
there ain’t no flies on Butcher.’ 


COLGATE CUTS 
ADVERTISING 
ON AIR 


Célgate-Palmolive-Peet has started 
to unload its advertising obligations 
on some of its marginal products. It 
has cancelled on Columbia the Sat- 
urday night half hour with Guy 
Lombardo and the two morning 
quarter hours occupied by ‘Step- 
mother’ and ‘Women of Courage.’ 
The account has also dropped the 
other Saturday night period, suc- 
ceeding Lombardo’s, but the show 
involved, ‘Hobby Lobby,’ remains on 
the C-P-P payroll and takes over 
the Tuesday 8:30-8:55 p.m, period on 
CBS July 14. 

‘Stepmother,’ which like the Lom- 
bardo program plugs Colgate denti- 
frice, and ‘Women of Courage,’ 
which is attached to Octagon Soap, 
fold July 10. Palmolive Shaving 
Cream is the ‘Hobby Lobby’ brand. 

Ted Bates, agency on the Lom- 
bardo and ‘Hobby’ programs, stated 
Monday (15) that in the case of the 
band leader the account was merely 
to take a hiatus and it expected to 
return Lombardo on the network in 
the fall. 


WARD RETAINS SPOTS 
THROUGHOUT SUMMER 


Ward Baking Co. will continue its 
spot campaign through the summer. 
Extension okay was received last 
Friday (12) by J. Walter Thompson, 
agency on the account, 

The renewals involve 30-odd mar- 


Vick Hunts a Show 


Vick Chemical has started to look 
around for a show to put on this fall 
in behalf of its cold products. The 
release will be network and Morse 
International, the agency. 

Same account last week closed 
with the Blue Network for a five- 
minute period (6:40-6:45 p.m.) pre- 
ceding Lowell Thomas. 























Robert E. Dunville, general sales 
m°nager of Crosley stations, under- 
went a tonsilectomy Monday (15) 
in Bethesda hospital, Cincy. 





Buckalew on Coast, Schudt in East, 
A Third in Midlands, Inaugurate 





New CBS Merchandise Service 


¥ 


PARTNERS CARRY ON 


Mueller, of San Antonio Agency, 
Goes Into Air Force 








San Antonio, June 16. 

Charles P. Mueller, partner of the 
Coulter-Mueller-Grinstead Advertis- 
ing Agency, has been commissioned 
as a captain in the Army Air Forces 
and reported for duty last Wednes- 
day at Duncan Field, here. 

Coulter and Grinstead will carry 
on the agency which is an active one 
in local radio circles, 





Paley and Levy Revise 
CBS Stock Disposition, 
Securities Report Shows 


Washington, June 16. 


Heavy selling of Columbia Broad- 
casting stock by President William 
S. Paley and Leon Levy, Philadel- 
phia exec, is reported by the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. 

Liberal blocs of $2.50 par Class-A 
and Class-B common CBS stock 
were disposed of by both officials to 
trusts for the benefit of their respec- 
tive families 

Belated report from Levy showed 
that, during December last, he ‘un- 
loaded 8,277 shares of stock to trusts 
‘for benefit of wife and members of 
her family.’ In February he dropped 
another 700 shares, reducing his 
holdings to 28,746 shares of $2.50 par 
Class-A. 

Paley sold 8,000 shares of $2.50 par 
Class-B papers in December, for 
‘benefit of my family,’ retaining 
236,256 shares of this type of stock. 
His nest-egg of Class-A certificates, 
at the end of April, amounted to only 
530 shares. 

Levy holds 40,844 shares of the 
Blass-B stock, in addition to 28,746 of 
the Class-A papers, the report 
showed. Other holdings of CBS 
stocks comprised 87,980 shares of 
Class-A, listed simply to ‘holding 
company.’ 











RUTH LYONS JOINS WLW; 
12 YEARS WITH WKRC' 


Cincinnati, June 16. 


Ruth Lyons is finishing up a 12- 
year stay at WKRC to take over 
WLW’s Consumers’ Foundation par- 
ticipating mid-morning show, start- 
ing July 6. She succeeds Martha 
Wheeler on the week-day 15-minute 
series, which is sponsored by Werk’s 
soap, Swift’s margarine, and Min- 
ute-Man soup. 

Miss Lyons doubles piano with her 
spieling. 


NBC’s 138th Station 


The count of NBC stations is now 
up to 138. Latest newcomer affili- 
ates are WRAK, Williamsport, Pa., 
and WMVA, Martinsville, Va. 

WRAK becomes a basic supple- 
mental available to those buying 
WBRE, Wilkes-Barre, while WMVA 
will be a bonus station to WSJS, 
Winston-Salem. 











Edwin Buckalew has been trans. 
ferred from KNX, Los Angeles, 
where he was merchandising and 
service manager, to one of three 
new posts which M. R. Runyon, CBS 


v.p., has set up within the network’s 
station relations department. Buck- 
alew will operate out of San Fran- 
cisco and his territory will extend 
to the Rockies. William A. Schudt 
was recently named to handle the 
eastern division of the same project, 
while a man for the midwest area 
is yet to be selected. . 

While they are members of the 
station relations department, the 
threesome will operate along some- 
what different lines than have been 
customary for CBS relationers. They 
will serve as the network's travel- 
ing consultants to affiliated stations 
on matters of merchandising, opera- 
tions, programing, etc. Each of the 
three will be men well experienced 
in various phases of local station di- 
rections 


HEDDA HOPPER 
IN LUCKIES 
AUDITION 





Double audition of a Hollywood 
show, directed at KNX, Los Angeles, 
by Charles Vanda, is now under in- 
spection in New York by George 
Washington Hill, prexy of American 
Tobacco, as a possible replacement 
for Lucky  Strike’s ‘Information 
Please’ Two different programs 
were recorded here, one with Ed- 
ward Arnold as emcee and the other 
with Robert Young running the 
show. 

Appearing in both auditions is 
Hedda Hopper, billed as ‘Luckies 
Leading Lady,’ who will do a five- 
minute chatter spot and also pick 
the Picture of the Week. 

Program would be billed as “CBS 
looks at Hollywood and chooses the 
picture of the week through the 
courtesy of Lucky Strike.’ Tobacco 
company will foot the entire billasa 
straight commercial program, Idea 
originated with William S. Paley, 
CBS prez, and later taken up by Hill 
who ordered the double audition 
recorded. 

As a sample of highlighting the 
picture of the week, Vanda chose 
Damon Runyon’s ‘Little Pinks,’ with 
the voices of Lurene Tuttle and 
Frank Norton dubbed for the film’s 
leads, Hen-y Fonda and Lucille Ball. 
Orchestra of 35 pieces under -the 
batonship of Lyn Murray contributed 
three ‘Hit Parade’ numbers to the 
half hour program. 

Idea of double emcee was for Hill 
to make a choice. He originally held 
out for Oscar Levant but bowed to 
arguments that the pianist-composer 
doesn’t represent the picture busi- 
ness, 

If the program is bought for 
Luckies, Vanda will presumably pro- 
duce. 

George Washington Hill, American 
Tobacco prez, is at present in the 
Canadian woods on vacation. 





Order, Cancellation 


in Same Envelope 


War Conditions Put McCann-Erickson in Predica- 


ment on Flit 


peer 


Quite a number of stations last 
week experienced the novelty of re- 
ceiving in the same envelope a con- 
tract for a new piece of business 
and a cancellation notice of that 
contract. The product involved was 
Flit (Stanco) and the agency, Mc- 
Cann-Erickson. 

After the account and the agency 
had okayed the spots offered by sta- 
tions, with the campaign calling for 
five or six announcements a week 
for 13 weeks, Standard Oil of New 





Commitments 


Jersey, the parent corporation, or- 
dered the proposition called off. 
Stanco explained that the spots had 
already been blocked off by the des- 
ignated stations and that, under the 
terms of the standard uniform con- 
tract prevailing between agencies and 
broadcasters, it was required that the 
latter be given two weeks’ notice of 
cancellation even though the sched- 
ule had not started. 

It is understood that the tin-con- 
tainer situation figured in SONJ’s 
cancellation move. 
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~ 7T’S ELMER’S TUNE 


Elmer Davis, the new tophand in Government propaganda, 
js a white-haired, hard-bitten, clipped-sentence gent, a former 
N. Y. Times reporter, a freelance magazine writer, glib, articu- 
late, a schooled ad libber. He is the only standout success in 
the field of the five-minute, fast highlight news summary broad- 
cast. In the CBS tradition he has been a news analyst, not a 
news commentator. 








the rumor usually being accompanied by the report of his 
refusal of the job. He was no job-hunter. 


Although a familiar by-line in the better magazines for years, 
Davis became a public personality through radio and because 
of the war. His incisive, unflowery Yankee delivery was in 
sharp contrast to the ‘moye expansive, more dramatic, more 
speculative commentating gentry. All evidence, personal and 
professional, lends credence to the belief that Davis will oppose 


propaganda spoon-feeding of the nation. 


Besides assuring Davis a place in history the appointment 
is a great compliment to radio and to the Columbia Broad- 


casting System. 


It suggests not only how important radio 


has been, but how much more important it will be. Davis 
knows radio thoroughly, including the embarrassment of a 
grown man standing by for a female voice to gush to his au- 


dience about Colgate soap. 


Tough, knowledgeable, .bunk-free, politically footloose, ma- 
ture (52), judicious end generally respected, Davis knows all 
the propaganda media save motion pictures, and has worked 


with pronounced ability in all, 


with this one exception. The 


job he has had forced upon him is gigantic, probably without 
gratitude, guaranteed troublesome. His own character and the 
character of his taste, humanity sentiments, known associates 
and versatility suggests that until a better man can be found 
he will probably do very nicely. 





Linguals Hope Davis Will Sweep 
Redtape That Has Hurt Them; 


New Code 


‘The radio station itself is respon- 
sible for operations in the public in- 
terest and no delegation of that re- 
sponsibility is possible or desirable. 

This is the second guess of the 
Foreign Language Radio Wartime 
Control, so-called, which last week 
revised and watered its ‘voluntary 
code of wartime practices’ so that 
authority over programs and per- 
sonnel was withdrawn from the 
central committee, as originally pro- 
posed, and allowed to stay where the 
law itself places responsibility. 

Meantime the Control is keeping 
up its pleas to the various U. S. 
propaganda agencies for support in 
the matter of pro-democracy ma- 


(Continued on page 37) 


War and Writers 
Is Subject of 
Guild Meeting 


Radio Writers Guild held a mem- 
bership meeting last night (Tues- 
day) in New York. Henry Fisk 
Carlton, national president, and 
Katharine Seymour, eastern vice- 
president, were in charge. Russel 
Crouse spoke about the inter-rela- 
tionship among the various Guild 
branches of the Authors League and 
Rex Stout discussed activities of the 
Writers War Activities committee. 

Carlton and Miss Seymour also 
held an informal luncheon meeting 
yesterday with representatives of the 
Radio Directors Guild. Object of 
the session was to discuss possible 
cooperation between the two organi- 
vations on war shows. 














NEWELL-EMMETT’S HUNT 


Walter Huston Emcee (Maybe) of 
New Chesterfield Variety Show 








Newell-Emmett agency has started 
the preliminaries for auditioning an 
hour’s variety show to Chesterfield 
cigarets, 

It has Walter Huston in mind as 
the mc. 











with Less Dentistry 





A RADIO, A PARTY, A POEM 


te the 





All Are Presented at CBS 
Departing Elmer Davis 





William S. Paley threw a farewell 
party in the CBS board room Mon- 
day (15) for Elmer Davis. Before 
that the news staff of-the network 
presented Davis with a portable 
radio accompanied by this little poem 
written by Jack Hoins: 


This isn’t an epic by Archie 

With footnotes by Byron or Bob; 

It’s something we tie to our token 

And wish you our best in your job. 

Sometimes, when the pitching is 
toughest 

You'll think of the News gang, and 
miss them 

By pushing the button you'll hear us 

Wish luck as we give you the system. 


L’Envoi 
If bureaucrats get you all plastered ... 
When red tape and stuff’s in a 
foment; 
Please know, that we love you, you— 
“And that’s all the news to this 
moment!” 


DOLPHE MARTIN SHOW 
DUE ON -CBS NETWORK 


Boston, June 16. 

Dolphe Martin, who has been con- 
ducting ‘March of Youth,’ over WEEI 
here*since last September is slated 
to t a network spot over CBS. 
Exact starting date not set. 

Its a Saturday morning program 
with kids and including Martin's 
juyenile choir. 











Bell Soloists Booked 


Guest list for the Bell Telephone 
program Monday nights on WEAF- 
NBC is set through August. James 
Melton is booked for next Monday 
(22) and John Charles Thomas for 
the following week, June 29. 

Subsequent guests and dates are 
Helen Traubel, July 6; Bartlett and 
Robinson, July 13; Grace Moore, July 
20; Lawrence Tibbett, July 27; 
Jascha Heifetz, Aug. 3; Melton, Aug. 
10; Thomas, Aug. 17; Miss Traubel, 
Aug. 24, and Oscar Levant, Aug. 31. 
N. W. Ayer is the agency. 


| fali and confine 
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CBS DISCOUNTS REWARDING FULL NET USE 


Eiges New McKay Aide . 


Sydney H. Eiges, of NBC’s press 
department, has been promoted to 
assistant to John McKay, manager 
of the department. 

Eiges has been with the network 
for a year, coming from International 
News Service. 


Directors Move 
To Fill Morale 


Program Needs 


The Radio Directors Guild has set 
up a committee, with Phil Cohan as 
chairman, to handle the organiza- 
tion’s work in assisting with the 
presentation of war programs. In 
particular, the committee will line 
up a schedule of times when RDG 
members are available. Group also 
intends to cooperate with the United 
Theatrical War Activities committee, 
as well as work with the Radio 
Writers Guild and other outfits along 
similar lines. 

War committee of the RDG has 
already set several director assign- 
ments on special programs, such as 
the weekly series on WNEW for 
Russian War Relief. Earle McGill 
and Herb Sanford have handled 
such broadcasts so far. As the RDG 
constitution has been drafted and 
approved, the constitutional commit- 
tee has been redesignated as the 
rules committee, with Axel Gruen- 
berg chairman. Other committee 
chairmen are John  Macdonell. 
house; Ed Byron, membership, and 
John Loveton, publicity. 

The organization has three classes 
of memberships: active, associate 
and honorary. Active members are 
directors who are ‘actively engaged 
in the profession of directing pro- 
grams.’ Associates are those who 
have ceased to be active in the pro- 
fession of directing or who become 
executives. Anyone in sympathy 
with the aims of the Guild, though 
not necessarily in radio, may be 
elected to honorary membership. 














Surmise Is That Small Stations, If Not Small Adver- 
tisers, Will Be Helped—CBS Follows Blue in 
Allowing 2%-for-Cash, Also 

+ 





Mistaken Identity? 


Goodman Ace thought he was 
being ribbed recently but appar- 
ently it was on the level. Exec- 
utive of 2 well-known advertis- 
ing agency telephoned him to 
ask if he was interested in an 
announcer job at scale. Fur- 


New York advertising trade tends 
to credit CBS with a smart stroke 
in the way it has arranged its new 
discount structure. While the re- 
alignment of discounts probably fig- 
ures out as a boost in rates for small 
accounts, the introduction of the 
full-network discount of 15% will, 
it is agreed among agency men, not 
only be a break to the average CBS 





TO NEW 


ther talk developed that it was 
competitive and Ace would have 
to make good in a reading con- 
test. Ace, who is one of the 
high-salaried people of radio, 
made three ’phone calls trying 
to get the gag, then decided it 
was a Strictly legit offer. 

Ace suggested that George 
Burns or Jack Benny might be 
available. 








Ronny Mansfield Teams 
Minabelle Abbott for 
Planters Show on WLW 


Cincinnati, June 16. 

Ronny Mansfield, tenor, and Mina- 
belle Abbott, chatterer, have been 
teamed for thrice-weekly programs 
on WLW for the Planters Nut & 
Chocolate of Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Starts 
this week. 

Miss Abbott relates stories of 
amusing anecdotes and _ incidents 
that befall Uncle Sam's new crop of 
service men, with Mansfield war- 
bling military and patriotic ditties. 

Agency is Goodkind, Joice & Mor- 
gan, Chicago. 








‘SINGTIME’ FROM PARK 


Has Fiye Participating Sponsors This 
Summer Over KDYL 








Salt Lake City, June 9. 

For the seventh consecutive year, 
KDYL will conduct ‘Singtime,’ a 
half hour of outdoor community 
singing in Liberty Park, beginning 
June 14. Program has been sustain- 
ing largely, but this year will be a 
full participation with five sponsors, 
all in the party food and beverage 





CONNOR WITH EDDY 
UNTIL REJOINING MET 





Nadine Connor, Met soprano con- } 
tinues as second soloist on the Nel- 
son Eddy program until late fall 
when she rejoins the Met. Negotia- 
tions are in progress now for guest 
shots on ‘The Telephone Hour.’ 

Singer will give no concerts until 
the close of the Met season when she 
will have about 15 during March, 
April and May. About 50% of these 
will be Community Concert dates. 


Ralston Shuns Radio 








classification. 

At present, John Woolf, production 
director for live shows, will emcee 
‘Singtime,’ which features Ed Stok- 
er’s band and the Stoker Clinkers. 





Adwomen’s Luncheon 





Consumer luncheon, sponsored by 
the Advertising Women of New 
York, will be held Tuesday (23) at 
the Commodore hotel, N. Y., in con- 
nection with the 38th annual con- 
vention of the Advertising Federa- 
tion of America. Theme of the gath- 
ering will be ‘Advertising’s Open 
House,’ as a sub-head to the gen- 





Ralston Co., of St. Louis, has in- 
formed networks that have recently 
solicited it for business that its pres- 
ent decision is to lay off radio this 
its advertising to 
magazines and newspapers. 

The account’s Elsa Maxwell pro- 
gram winds up its run on the Blue 
Network June 26. Ralston was also 
the backer of the Tom Mix show. . 





Colleagues Hail Elmer Davis Honor 


eral convention theme, ‘Advertising’s 
Contribution to Victory.’ 

Speakers will be Thomas E. 
Dewey, candidate for the Republi- 





can nomination for governor of New 
York; Charles C. Carr, director of | 
advertising and publicity of the} 
Aluminum Co. of America, and Mrs 
Sara Pennoyer, vice-president of 
Bonwit-Teller. 





News Commentators See Appointment Good Omen 
—Murrow Stresses Davis’ Rugged Yankeeism 





Appointment Saturday (13) of 
Elmer Davis to head the new War 
Information Bureau superimposed by 
President Roosevelt on other U. S. 
propaganda agencies was the subject 
of widespread comment over the air 
as charted by Radio Reports, Inc., of 
New York. Davis himself set a 


record for brevity in announcing his 
own retirement, saying: 








‘This is my last broadcast as I am 


being called into Government serv- 
ice.’ 

Other broadcast comment on the 
appointment: 

Boake Carter (MBS): ‘Elmer Davis, 
to my mind, has done as fine a job 
of impartial news analyzing as to be 
found anywhere in this country, in- 
cluding this commentator...The fact 
that he is a practical newsman, and 
has been a newspaperman all his 

(Continued on page 37) 





account but may do much toward 
building up the commercial sched- 
ules of the network's. small affiliated 
stations. The latter development 
should ultimately prove an effective 
gesture in Washington among the 
network’s friends and critics alike. 
The first CBS account that took ad- 
vantage of CBS’ new full-network 
discount was Lever Bros. on behalf 
of its Swan Soap program. 

Under Columbia’s new discount 
setup the weekly station hours dis- 
count is reduced by 5% but there’s 
an extra 15% discount for those 
advertisers who use every one of 
the web’s 115 American stations. 
For such major hookup buyers the 
over-all discount is upped from 25% 
to 32% with an additional 2% to be 
earned for payment 6f bills by the 
12th of the month. It is reported 
that CBS estimates that on the basis 
of current business its deduction of 
revenue by the 15% discount de- 
vice for full networks will figure 
around $400,000 a year, but from 
other quarters it is pointed out that 
in the final reckoning the network 
will be the gainer since it is en- 
titled to from four to five hours of 
an affiliate’s time gratutiously each 
week in return for the CBS sustain- 
ing service.” This earned time, espe. 
cially from the smaller affiliates, 
can now be not only cashed in but 
may prove a boon to withered local 
commercial schedules, 


Higher Starting Point 

The new discount schedule allows 
for no discount to advertisers using 
less than 25 station hours a week, 
whereas the previous schedule 
started the discounts at 10 station 
hours. From now on it will be 2%% 
on 25 to 44 station hours a week, 5% 
on 45 to 69 station hours a week, 
742% on 70 or more station hours a 
week. In addition there will be a 
discount of 124%% for those who 
stay on the network consistently for 
52 weeks. The old rate card allowed 
a 16% discount io those with 25 te 
44 station hours a week and 7%% 
to those with 25 to 44 station hours 
a week, 

The Blue Network was the first to 
grant the cash discount of 2% and 
also introduce a special considera- 
tion for purchasing the full network. 
With the Blue it was not a percent- 
age discount but a flat fee for the 
entire list of Blue stations, with the 
account protected against any raises 
in rates or addition of affiliates for 
a period of 52 weeks. 


Broadcaster's Wife 
Qualifies As Aide 


On Transmitter 








Longview, Texas, June 16. 

Newest license holder around 
KFRO is Mrs. James R. Curtis, wife 
of James R. Curtis, prez. of the sta- 
tion. Mrs. Curtis hag had the third 
class ticket for the past two years, 
but only recently has she received 
the broadcast endorsement. 

It is expected that Mrs. Curtis will 
aid around the transmitter, reading 
dials and helping hubby out for the 
duration. 


Edmund Melhado in Air Corps 


Albany, June 16. 

Edmund Melhado, vice-president 
of the Hevenor Advertising Agency, 
Albany, has been commissioned a 
lieutenant in the Army Air Corps 
and has left for training at the Mi- 
ami Beach ground school. 

He is married and the father ef 
two children. 





ARE A 0 


4 


EN NNT. AIR amy Fee 





> —_ 

















+ eu, an 
~. ae _ 


eee eens 


i RE SUT 








a 


gree ee 
7) Oe eR 





i 














hime aiatemeny tia 





~-—28 - -RADIO er 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 17, 1942 





President's Hurry-Up Rubber 
Drive Puts Broadcasters and O.F-F. 
Into Improvisation Skill Test 











+ 
Washington, June 16. : 
Speedy decision of President Jo Ranson Joins NBC 
Roosevelt to launch the rubber 


salvage campaign caught the Office 
of Facts and Figures—along with 
many other governiment outfits—far 
off base, but the radio industry is ex- 
pected to beat drum without further 
urging. 

With the allocation sheet made out 
two weeks in advance, the O.F-F. 
was unable to spot messages about 
turning in old rubber articles this 
week. Next week, though, there will 
be liberal use of the network pro- 
grams to lend support to the salvage 
drive. All networks and stations 
were urged in extraordinary mes- 
sages to do their best to include an- 
nouncements in their programs from 
Sunday (14) on and archibald Mac- 
Leish, O.F.F. director, backed up the 
written pleas with another closed 
circuit talk Saturday (13). 

Besides sending out spot announce- 
ment and background information, 
the O.F.F. directly contacted agen- 
cies and principal advertisers while 
William B. Lewis and Douglas 
Meservey followed up at their tete- 
a-tetes with production people in 
New York and Chicago, Friday (12) 
and Saturday (13), Special material 
was sent for use on several pro- 
grams. 


RCA NOT TO 
SPONSOR NBC 
PROGRAM 


The manufacturing division of 
RCA in @amden, N. J., last week 
turned down the idea of a network 
institutional which had been pro- 
posed to it by the Lord & Thomas 
agency. Other sections of the RCA 
the manufacturing element took the 
view that, because of the uncertainty 
of things, it would be best not to go 
in for a network program at this 
time. 

It had been sugggested that the 
program be variety in policy and 
spotted on NBC for a weekly half- 
hour’s run. The agency offered Al 
Jolson as its candidate for the m.c. 
assignment, 


SAN FRANCISCO BUILDS 
AXIS-DEBUNKING SERIES 


San Francisco, June 16. 

‘America’s Answer,’ a _ recorded 
program to debunk Axis propa- 
ganda, is being produced coopera- 
tively by the eight San Francisco 
radio stations, with the active sup- 
port of the Morale Division of the 
San Francisco ‘Civilian Defense 
Council. Talent is contributed by 
the stations from their staffs and by 
free-lance actors through the Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists. 

Production and recording facili- 
ties are contributed by the stations 
by turns and the program is aired 
on a staggered day and night sched- 
ule throughout the week. Scripts 
are made available through the Di- 
vision of Volunteer Talents, of the 
OCD in Washington, to regional 
OCD branches throughout the coun- 
try. They are available for local 
broadcast. 

Series is now in its lth week 
and material from the Office of 
Facts and Figures booklet, ‘Divide 
and Conquer,’ is shortly to be used 
to draw listener mail to gauge au- 
dience reaction. 

















WGAR Carries Ringwall 


Cleveland, June 16. 

Saturday night concerts of the 
Cleveland Summer Symphony Pop 
Concerts, under baton of associate 
director Rudolph Ringwall, will be 
carried over CBS and WGAR start- 
ing this weekend. 

WHK will broadcast parts of the 
Wednesday and Saturday concerts 
Gtarting today. 


Jo Ranson, former radio editor of 
the Brooklyn Eagle, has joined the 
NBC press department. 


No successor for Ransom has been 
selected by the Eagle and, for the 
time being, his department is being 
discontinued, with a girl member 
of the staff handling merely routine 
program listings. 





‘THE SEA HOUND’ 


Serial Is Watched by Rockefeller 
Latin Committee 








With the Rockefeller Committee on 
Latin-American Relations interested 
in the project because of the theme, 
the Blue Network will start Monday 
(15) a kid serial, ‘The Sea Hound, 
in its 5:15-5:30 slot. It will be on a 
five-times-a-week schedule. The 
scripting will be done by the writers 
of ‘The Lone Ranger.’ 

The adventures of the central chai- 
acter, Captain Silver, take place in 
Caribbean and South American 
waters. 


Robert La Bour to NBC 


Robert La Bour has joined the 
NBC production staff as a director. 

He was with a Honolulu station 
until shortly before the U. S. entry 
into the war. 








Fever Chart 





Members of the Blue Net- 
work’s sales department are be- 
ginning to work up a dislike for 
CBS. They find that Columbia 
is making a pitch for most of 
the Blue’s accounts. This means 
that the Blue has to protect its 
commercial brood from two 
webs, the other. being Mutual. 

Mutual has just made a bid to 
Sterling Products for the return 
of ‘Good Will Hour’ (Ironized 
Yeast). The answer is negative. 








Se ee 


Wilson & Co. has taken time, 
through United States Advertising 
Corporation, for participtations three 
days weekly in WGY’s Market 
Basket, to adveftise ‘Mor’ canned 
meat. It is also using participations 
the other three days of the week in 
Market Basket, for Bakerite short- 
ening. 
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AFRA Moves Convention 


Due to Train Jamming; 
It’s Chicago Aug. 2 


Annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists will 
be held in Chicago, August 29-30. 
Session had previously been sched- 
uled for Los Angeles, but transporta- 
tion difficulties due to war condi- 
tions necessitated the switch. 

Petition blanks for nominations 
for delegates to the convention are 
available in the AFRA office in New 
York. They must be returned by 
June 30. 








Gordon Gray, principal stock- 
holder in WSJJ, Winston-Salem, N. 
C., and president of Winston-Salem 
Journal and Sentinel, is a private 





at Camp Wheeler, Ga. 
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COLGATE SHOWS 
AVOID HEAT 


Montreal, June 16. 

Coigate-Palmolive-Peet programs 
on Canadian Broadcasting Corp. net- 
work go off the air for July and 
August and resume in September. 
They include ‘Happy Gang’ and 
‘Penny’s Diary,’ ‘Share the Wealth’ 
and over the French language net- 
work, ‘Les Joyeux Troubadours.’ 

Also off the air for same period is 
General Foods program ‘Aldrich 
Family.’ 








Betsy Nan Muelke, style commen- 
tator at WEBR, Buffalo, doubling in 
stock at city’s Erlanger theatre. 





O.P.A. Asks Spot Costs 


Retail division of the Office of 
Price Administration made in- 
quiries last week about spot-time 
costs for a potential campaign 
covering New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland and the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

In seeking to get estimates on 
minute annoumtements and quar- 
ter-hour period, the OPA did not 
disclose the purpose of the cam- 
paign. 








ee mamta atom oo saad 
Arnold Moss, narrator of ‘This Is 
Our Enemy,’ the OEM show Sunday 
nights on WOR-Mutual, planed to 
Cincinnati last week to make a 
special recording to be played for 
the 50,000 workers of Wright Aero- 
nautical there. Platter was pro- 
duced by the Crosley Corp. (WLW) 
in cooperation with the War Pro- 
duction Board. 








DEATH REVEALS IDENTITY 


Edgerton Ran Anonymous Program 
in Springfield, Mass. 





Springfield, Mass., June 16, 

The identity of the man who con- 
ducted the WSPR program ‘The 
Cavalry of the White Horse’ was re- 
vealed for the first time when he 
died Friday (5) suddenly at his West 
Springfield home, He was Dr. Jedi- 
diah H. Edgerton, 59, former presi- 
dent of Ogden College at Bowling 
Green, Ky. 





Paul Oury Into Navy 


Pawtucket, June 16. 
Paul Oury has resigned as gen- 
eral manager of WFCI to rejoin the 
Navy. 
He holds a commission as lieuten- 
ant. 





Non-Specific Placement of Blurbs 
For Metal Salvage Puts Whole 
Problem Up to Radios Honor 





McCann-Erickson agency will em- 
ploy the ‘honor system’ in its efforts 
to get the best. placement breaks 
possible for the announcement cam- 
paign that it is spotting on around 
300 stations in behalf of the Amer- 
ican Steel & Iron Institute. The 
drive for junk collection will entail 
the running off of 65-minute blurbs 
within 13 days in July. 

In placing the business the agency 
will emphasize the patriotic impli- 
cations of the salvage campaign and 
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JP REGIONAL ADVERTISING ON THE PACIFIC COAST HAS ATTAINED FULL STATURE 


There wete thirty-one sponsors of daytime regional network programs on the 


four coast networks in the first week of May, 1942. Sixteen of them—=more 


than half the total—used Columbia Pacific! 


By 


Those advertisers placed 45% quarter hours on “Columbia Pacific” against 


47 quarter hours on the other three networks combined. 


more than twice the third network’s average! 


biggest daytime audience on the Pacific Coast. 


YORK, CHICAGO, &T. LOUIS, 


The latest available ratings for those same programs (Pacific Coast Hooper 
for April, 1942) show that the average for those on Columbia Pacific was 5.2. 


That was more than two full points ahead of the second network's average, 


The Columbia Pacific Network provides the Jest chance of getting the 


PA COLUMBIA PACIFIC NETWORK 


€HARLOTTE 


point out that it is leaving it to the 
individual stations to work out a 
day and night-time schedule that 
will under the time circumstances 
prevailing for each outlet give the 
announcements their maximum ef- 
fectiveness. 

Station reps agree that the agency 
has sftuck on a wise solution for its 
dilemma and that it will find the 
co-operation from stations far more 
generous than if they had ‘o stipu- 
late every spot in advance. ; 

In the rubber salvage campaign 
which opened Monday (15) the gaso- 
line companies not only have under- 
taken to collect the scrap heaps at 
service stations and to reimburse 
the dealers for payments made on 
the stuff to the contributing public 
but they will for the next 13 days 
devote most of their commercials on 
network and spot programs to the 
salvage campaign. The refiners will 
also deliver the salvage to deposi- 
tories designated by Government 
agencies and submit an itemized ac- 
counting of the sums advanced to 
their dealers, It was intimated by 
one such company last week it might 
not even send a bill to the Gov- 
ernment but instead write off the 
rubber disbursement as a contribu- 
tion, 


MILTON BIOW 
OPENING L.A. 
OFFICE 


Milton Biow, the agency head, 
leaves at the end of this month for 
Hollywood, where he will remain two 
or three weeks establishing a branch 
office and program production staff 
preliminary to transférring the orig- 
ination of his three Philip Morris 
cigaret shows from New York. His 
purpose for moving the show te the 
Coast is to have them close to what 
he considers the main reservoir of 
name talent. 

The agency has in recent months 
found its radio operations somewhat 
hampered by the small number of 
picture names available for guest ap- 
pearances in New York. This scare 
city has caused not only uncertainty 
but limitation of program policy. 


DRAFT DODGING EX-KYW 
GABBER GETS 2 YEARS 


Philadelphia, June 16. 

William J. Griskey, former KYW 
announcer, last week was sentenced to 
two years in prison for evading the 
draft. Griskey, who had pleaded not 
guilty to the charge originally, threw 
himseif on the mercy of the court 
just after a jury had been drawn to 
hear the case. 

He revealed that he had worked 
under an assumed name in a Lake 
Worth, Fla. station after he fled 
from Philly the day before he was 
skedded to be inducted last. Jan. 20. 
When his mother died in Florida, 
Griskey said, he had buried her un- 
der the name of ‘Murphy.’ 

Assistant U. S. Attorney Edward 
A. Kallick asked: ‘Didn’t you tell 
two fellow employees that the Army 
wouldn’t get you—and that you were 
too good for the Army?’ 

‘Before God and before this court,’ 
said Griskey, ‘I never made such a 
statement,’ 

Thisg was disputed by James Mc- 
Cann and George E. Steinhart, both 
of the KYW announcing staff. 

















Shirley Horton Expecting 


Seattle, June 16. 

Shirley Lauter Horton, publicity 
director of the Don Lee network, 
Coast affiliate of Mutual, resigned 
last week for expected maternity. 
She is succeeded by Fair Taylor, 
publicity and continuity director for 
the last three years for KOL., local 
Don Lee-Mutual outlet. 

Mrs. Horton was previously assist- 
ant, but was upped to publicity di- 
rector last December, when Mark 





Finley, a First Lieutenant in the 
Army, was called for active duty. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 

Tue Ravio Trapve Is Discussinc: A radio man getting the War Infor- 
mation Directorship—Earl Gammons leaving the calm of Minneapolis 
(or is it St. Paul?) to succeed Gunboat Butcher in Washington—Work 
of the writers and directors respective war committees—The foreign 
language stations code—The CBS revised rate system. 

Ted Sisson, heaa of the talent section of the Pedlar & Ryan agency, is 
devoting his spare time to doing some work for the Office of Facts and 
Figures....Richard Tennelly, NBC’s Tokio correspondent, who has been 
internec in Japan since Dec. 7, is due to arrive in New York Aug. 17 as 
part of an exchange of American and Jap nationals... .Morris Mamorsky 
has been promoted to the music composing staff at NBC....For the sec- 
ond time in 15 months the Associated Press’ radio subsid, Press Associa- 
tion, Inc., has had to move to new and larger quarters in Radio City. 
The PA's radio service now goes to over 300 stations, 

Ed Dunham will direct next Sunday’s (21) chapter of the ‘Army Hour’ 
....He regularly directs the Firestone show, ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round,’ 
‘america the Free and the Ted Steele sustainers....Pete Barnum, Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan nighttime supervisor, due back this week from the Coast.... 
Julius Horwitz authored Friday night’s (19) ‘Grand Central Station’ 
script....Cast for the stanza includes Katharine Bard, Don Briggs, Tom 
Tully and Bert Frohman....Ira Ashley is the director.... Lee Cooley is 
directing one-minute recorded spots for Rinso and Pall Mall, for Ruthrauff 
& Ryan....Peggy Conklin has taken over the title part in ‘Tillie the 
Toiler.’ 

June Wilkins, recently married to CBS producer Bill Robson, is giving 
up her film acting career....Kay Lorraine succeeds Mary Small as voca- 
list of ‘Chamber Music Society of Lower Basin Street’....Miss Small goes 
to CBS....Raymond Clapper, Eric Sevareid and Maj. George Fielding 
Eliot authored articles in the current issue of Look mag....Lyn Murray, 
CBS composer-conductor, has taken a house in Connecticut....it even has 
a swimming pool....Gus Chan, WWRL announcer previously refused by 
the draft board due to bad eyesight, gets a reprieve and will be called for 
induction soon....‘Blue Ribbon Guest Night,’ weekly variety series, 
started last night (Tuesday) on WINS....John Loveton, director of ‘Good 
Will Hour’ and ‘Board of Missing Heirs,’ is directing a Russian War Relief 
show tonight (Wednesday) on WNEW....Larry Elliott announcing Bob 
Hawks’ ‘How’m I Doin’?’ show on CBS for Camels. 

Allan Jones guests Fright night (19) on the third ‘Men, Machines and 
Victory’ program for the War Production Fund, on the Blue....Lindsay 
MacHarrie directs it....Gilbert Martin, Blue announcer, to Frisco for va- 
cation....Art Deakins, assistant announcing supervisor of the Blue, to 
Coast for vacation, with stopoff in Chicago for confabs with the announcer 
supervisor there....Cyril Armbrister the new director of ‘Listen, 
America’....Vera Eikle, of the Co-ordinator of Inter-American Affairs 
office, now authoring ‘Little Blue Playhouse,’ with Madge Tucker confin- 
ing herself to directing....Raymond Clapper takes a July layoff and will 
be rescheduled by the Blue on his return... .‘Quiz Kids’ move soon to the 
7:30-8 p.m. spot Sundays on the Blue... .‘Sing for Dough’ moves soon to 
Tuesday nights on the same network....Bruce Kamman is now directing 
‘Pan American Holiday’ (formerly ‘Down Mexico Way’), succeeding Ted 
Corday, who went into the Army....Richard McDonagh scripts it... .inci- 
dentally, Corday is now an M.P. in Jersey City. 

Lou Cowan, originator-owner of ‘Quiz Kids,’ has taken over Morris 
Ernst’s home in Greenwich Village while on duty in New York as army 
liaison with Donovanites....wife and new (second) son join from Chicago 
shortly....Bill Maloney from Ted Collins office to B.B.O. & O. to handle 
publicity... .his last chore for Kate Smith is a four-page color splash due 
soon in Saturday Evening Post....War has ended the White Rose Tea 
sponsorship of ‘Kitchen Quiz’ on Blue’s WJZ after two years for Ed East 
and Polly, who, however, continue their regular five-a-week morning 
show participating....WOV proud of Congressman Arthur Klein reading 
praise df its anti-Nazi series into Congressional Record last week. 

Dorothy Gordon’s new book, ‘All Children Listen’ (George W. Stewart) 
appeared June 11 and her friend, Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, tossed a cock- 
tail party at the Hotel Plaza....E. T. ‘Buck’ Harris, manager of KGEI, San 
Francisco (G. E. shortwaver) in New York this week....Phil Baker’s un- 
intended witticism on sweater girl gag got giggle around town. 

Kirby Hawkes, Benton & Bowles radio chief, back from brief trip to 
Chicago....Bristol-Myers renewed ‘Mr. District Attorney’ for another 52 
weeks on NBC....Ed Byron is the director and co-author of the show.... 
Dick Ridder, in charge of actor auditions for the Blue, has joined the 
American Field Service as an ambulance driver and will serve in the 
middle east....Axel Gruenberg, freelance director of ‘Against the Storm’ 
and ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ has bought a sailboat, which he'll skipper at his | 
Stamford, Conn., home....Bartlett Robinson, husband of ‘Valiant Lady,’ | 
has replaced Myron McCormick as love interest of ‘Portia Faces Life’.... 
Licia Albanese replaces Josephine Tuminia as soloist of “Treasure Hour 
of Song’ on Mutual....Arthur Donegan, of Blue publicity, to Boston for 
the ceremony linking WHDH to the network....Lester O’Keefe directing 
Stephen Vincent Benet’s ‘Dear Adolf’ series....‘Scramble,” a weekly dra- 
matic series about the Army Air Corps, written and directed by Robert | 
Monroe, will be aired by the Blue network Friday nights, starting July 10 | 
-...‘What’s My Name,’ ‘Miss Meade’s Children’ and ‘Production for Vic- | 
tory’ go off Mutual this month. 

The NBC and the Blue Network Athletic Association will hold a joint| 
outing at the Crescent Country Club, Huntington, L. I, Tuesday (23). It’s! 
an annual event..John Kucera is the new business manager of Young &) 
Rubicam’s radio department. He had been with the agency’s station rela- 
tion setup. Kucera replaces Fred Wile who has gone with the Manpower 
Mobilization Commission in Washington. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: The Petrillo ban on musicians mak- 
ing phonograph records and transcriptions, and its possible effect on 
broadcasting generally—Radio’s activities in behalf of the war effort— 
the new pressure on the scrap rubber salvage campaign, 
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OFF. EXECS REVIEW 
ADVERTISING WAR AID 


W. B. Lewis and Seymour Morris 
of the Office of Facts and Figures 
were present last Friday afternoon 
(12) in a CBS studio, New York, for 
a group discussion by sponsor, agency 
and network representatives of prog- 
ress to date in the application and 
interpretation by commercial radio 








Marion, O.—S. Robert Morrison, 
chief engineer of WMRN, Marion, 
O., has also been made assistant gen- 
eral manager. Robert E. Gross has 
joined the program staff, and Louis 
T. Marsh, program director, will de- 


vote much of his time to producing 
shows to stimulate interest in war 
the | activities. Bert Stille, formerly farm 
editor, has resigned to take a de- 
fense job in Columbus, O. 


of ‘war messages’ functioning through 
the network allocation plan. 

These personages attended 
meeting: 

8S. H. Bayles, Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

J. A. McFadden, McKee & Albright. 

Lloyd W. Baillie, J. Walter Thompson. 

Ralph Allum, Advertising Council, Inc, 

D. B. Stetler, Standard Brands. 

John Hymes, Lord & Thomas. 

Jack Mullen. Benton & Boyles 

Arthur Moore, Young & Rubicam. 

R. Philip Ninis, Young & Rubicam, 

Bettina R. Elliott, J. M. Mathes. 

L. B. Van Doren, Hixson-() Donnell. 

T. L. Burch, Young & Rubicam 

Richard Diggs, Lennen & Mitchell. 

G. C. Castleman, Bermingham, Castleman 
& Pierce, 

J. KE. Hanna, N. W 

E. Mead, Wm. Esty. 
George Morrison, International Silver, 
Louis Hausman, O.F.F. 








Troy, N. ¥.—Tom Armstrong has 
taken over the publicity and mer- 
chandising assignment at WTRY. He 
joined station as a salesman after 
student training with NBC in New 
York, 





Rochester, N. ¥.—Frank Silva, for- 
mer sports commentator for Bond 
Clothes, joins WSAY staff as chief 
announcer and chief of news bureau. 
Latter job includes gathering local 


Ayer. 


Kenneth Webb, B.B.D.&£0 





Cameron Hawley, Armstrong Cork, news. 

William R. Baker, Jr., Benton & Boyles 

Jack Lewi, Geyer, Cornell & Newell ‘ ee . 
Bert Prager. Benton & Bowles Chicago. — Robert Flanigan, for- 
Jerome Brooks, Benton & Bowles, merly with World Broadcasting Sys- 
e, 4. Cannes, en oe tem and International Radio Sales, 


W. A. Fricke, Four A’‘s. Fi ere 

Miller McClintock, Advertising Council, | joined NBC Central Division. He 
Ine, rj +: 

A. K. Spencer, J. Walter Thompson, will handle local and spot sales for 

Martin Wickett, Erwin, Wasey. WMAQ and NBC. 

Wm. Burke Miller, National Broadcasting. Flanigan appointed by M. M. Boyd, 

F. C. Buicher, Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. . 

Ben N. Pollack, Richfield Oil, department manager. 

John Anderson, Met‘ann Erickson, 

L, H. Ashe, E. R. Squibb. 

W. Pflueger, D'Arcy. 

Charles Vanda, Columbia Broadcasting. 

Cc. E, Barry, Blue Network, 

Storrs Haynes, Compton. 

John MeMillin, Compton. 

A. Craig Smith, Gillette. 

Ed Wilhelm, Maxon. 

Robert Brenner, B. T. Babbitt. 

Duncan Ross, National Dairy. 

A. R. Whitman, Benton & Bowles. 

Henry Kennedy, Prudential Insurance, 

Homer M. Clark, Lever Brothers, 

F. H. Brinkler, Vick Chemical, 

G. F. Maulsby, Columbia. 

Cc. E. Widney, Maxon. 

Mrs. A. W. Proetz, Gardner, 

Florence A. Richards, McCann Erickson. 

B. L. Emery, Cheseborough 

Jule Gordon, F. W, Fiteh. 

Davidson Taylor, Columbia 

E. G. Sisson, Jr., Pedlar & Ryaa, 

Doug Coulter, Columbia 





Seattle—Art Lindsay is the new 
announcer at KIRO, local Columbia 
outlet. Was formerly with KXRO, 
Aberdeen, and KGW, Portland. 





Beaumont, Texas — Len Finger, 
program director of KFDM, takes 
over the duties of publicity head of 
the station while B, R. Patterson of 
the station’s commercial department 
will take over the duties of mer- 
chandise manager. Vacancies caused 
by the resignation of Ernest S. 
Lovan, former head .‘ the two de- 
partments. 














Payroll Traffic 
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intensive course of 
officers’ training camp. 


training at 





Lynchburgy Va.—Randolph Bean, 
former program ~irector at WJOB, 
Hammond, Ind., has joined WLVA 
here. He will handle sales promo- 
tion and continui.y. 





Miami.—Johnny Bradshaw, an- 
nouncer at WQAM, Miami, enlisted 
in the Army and left June 5 for 
Camp Blanding, Fla. 





Buffalo. — Ward Fenton, WBEN 
announcer, was inducted last week, 
becoming sixth local spieler to get 
into khaki. 

Gail Heinzman, WBEN technician, 
also has gone into Uncle Sam's 
forces, 





Akron, 0.—Andy Kochman has be- 
come an announcer at WADC, re- 
placing Ned Neidemire, who goes to 
the Army. 





El Paso, Texas.—Walter Wagoner, 
formerly of KFXM, San Bernardino, 
and Paul Stevenson, formerly with 
KGGM, Albuquerque, are additions 
to the announcing staff of KROD. 





Longview, Texas.—Dewitt Jones 
to KFRO announcing staff. He 
comes from KSO, Des Moines. 

Grady Sheppard replaces Preston 
Saay, Jr., who resigned to join the 
staff of KELD, El Dorado, Arkansas. 

Paul Horton, operator at the KFRO 
transmitter, has resigned to accept a 
post teaching radio engineering at 
the Texas Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College. 





San Antonio.—Pat Flaherty, for- 
mer sports announcer for station 
WOAIT, has returned to the station 
after a period of announcing duties 
at KPRC, Houston. WOAI has 
George Lee Marks, production man- 


been | ager, replacing Monte Kleban, who 


joined the armed forces. 





Cleveland —Vernon Baumgardner, 
formerly chief engineer of KWLM, 
Willmar, Minn., has been added to 





| the engineering staff of WHK-WCLE. 


EK. C. Jacobson, Ward Wheelock, ’ as 

Alan Ward. Arthur Kudner. Seattle. — Bob Gentry has 

T. Wells, Ted Bates. named program director for KOMO- | 

i . pen age -xctealg crtnce KJR, replacing Bill Warren, who has | 
Arthur Pryor, Jr., B.B.D.&O joined the Naval Reserve as a Lieut. 

4 - Tobin Standard Brands, (j.g.). Gentry was formerly contin- 
ole unning, Centaur! . . ’ 

er i, Lace Seeaenand austen. uity director for the NBC and Blue 

Gordon Cooke, Stack-Goble stations. 

Robert Collins, N. W. Ayer. 

G. S. MeMillan, A.N.A. 

C. T. Newton, B.B.D.&0, Worcester, Holly Wright, chief 


Ed Smith, General Mills 

A. R. Perkins, Columbia. 

Esther D. Segal, Ex-Lax. 

Nat Wildman, Joseph Katz 

Leslie Katz, Joseph Katz 

Chester MacCracken, Pedlar & Ryan. 
Diana Bourbon, Ward Wheelock. — 

J. R. Stauffer, Kenvon & Eckhardt. 
Herbert J. Wolfe, Kenyon & Eckhardt. 
B. B. Geyer, Geyer, Cornell & Newell. 


announcer at WTAG, has resigned 
Washington. 
is leaving station to become radio 


navigator with Pan American Air 
Ferries, Inc., in Miami. 


to join announcing staff of WRC, | announcing 


Robert S. Allison, Jr.. Maxon. 

A. Opfinger, Mutual ee r 

Cart M. Stanton Lord & Thomas, Montreal—Captain Flavius Maria 
J. o Me J en, sristol-Myers * s 

S. J. Fitewerald. Ervin Waser Daniel, of French language station 
Kirby Hawkes, Renton & Bowles CKAC, is under orders to leave with | 


Joseph R. Busk, Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Paul B. West, A.N.A. 
Frederic R. Gamble, Four A’s 





tion, possibly overseas, after long 





the Chicago Metropolitan Area Office of Civilian Defense... .Clarence 
Hartzell of "Vic and Sade’ cast has purchased suburban acreage complete 
with everything necessary for farming. 


his regiment for undisclosed destina- | 


| 
| 


New Haven—John Lawrence, ex- 
N. Y. advertising man, joined WELI 
staff, replacing Peter 
Stoner, now spieling at WTIC, Hart- 


Clarence Davis, WTAG engineer, | ford. 





Regina, Sask—Formerly an an- 
nouncer with CJRM, Jack M. Hill is 
an instructor with the Royal Ca- 
nadian Air Force at Summerside, 
Prince Edward Island. 





Hutchinson, Kans:—Margaret Spes- 
serd, formerly with WFMD, Fred- 
erick, Md., has joined the staff of 
KWBW, Hutchinson, as program di- 
rector. Herbert Clark, former legit- 


| stock director, has joined the same 


Roy Shield, NBC Central Division musical director, was presented with | 
| staff. And David Ray Mackey, for- 


an honorary Doctor of Music degree by the Chicago Musical College at 75th 


annual commencement exercises....Irma Glen takes over organ duties on} 


‘ »¢é » » > I i. ‘ . , . 
‘Bartons, Hy mns of all Churches,’ ‘Ma Perkins’ and ‘Words and Music’ dur- 
ing Elwyn Omens’ vacation....‘Lone Journey’ cast celebrated second an- 


niversary of program with special party....Al Hollander of WJJD-WIND | 
back home from a trip east....Buddy Franklin's orchestra heard over Blue | 
Network from the Chez Paree making regular trips to Fort Sheridan and 


Great Lakes Naval Training Station to entertain service men....Louise 


Kelbert, actress and vocalist, returned to Chicago from west coast radio} 


and movie circles. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


THe Rapio Trapve Is Discussinc: Jimmy Petrillo’s crackdown on 
canned music and how much it will be tempered by Aug. 1 deadline— 
NBC’s sale of the Jack Benny time, forcing Facts and Figures to move 
its Victory Parade series—Coast radio’s only slight dent so far by en- 
listments and inductions but prospects of the loss of a lot of familiar 
jfaces—and voices—by autumn. 








Bing Crosby is dropping off the Kraft show for his summer loafing spell 





Mark Woods, Blue Network, in town for a few days to discuss fall pro-| 
gramming....Ben Bernie spent the past week auditioning femme vocalists | 
for his new Wrigley series....Norman Ross renewed on WBBM for Swift | 
for another 13 weeks....Qwen Vinson, producer for ‘Brewster Boy’ busy 
these days getting his stock ready for county fairs....has a farm near 
Sycamore, Illinois....Betty Ruth Smith back from her vacation to take up 
on ‘Lone Journey’....Alan Rinehart, Clarence Dooley and Harold Mause, 
WBBM's ‘Novelty Aces’ have enlisted in the Navy and will be assigned to 
the Morale and Entertainment Division at Great Lakes....CBS Publicity 
Chief Lou Ruppel returned to New York....William Costello, CBS Farm 
service director busy planning programs from the National Assn’ of Retail 
Grocers....Latest addition to WGN announcing staff is Charles Irving, 
former dramatic actor....Ray Pearl's orchestra will be heard over WBBM 
from Melody Mill, northside ballroom....Pat Flanagan is now emceeing 
the WBBM ‘Salute to Victory’ for Marvel Cigarettes every afternoon.... 
Capt. Michael Fielding, WIND’s news analyst, was selected to be guest 
speaker at Marshall Field Victory Center Meetings twice weekly... .Red 
Belcher and his ‘Breakfast Frolic’ and ‘Uncle Henry’s ‘Suppertime Frolics’ 
have switched times for next two weeks on WJJD. It’s a get acquainted 
arrangement for the two groups and their respective audiences, 

‘On Parade,’ WJJD'S service show, moved microphones to Camp Grant 
for the next series of programs....Russ Brown and Jack Fulton will alter- 
nate as vocalists on the new Wrigley show on CBS....WBBM’s weekly 
dramatized program for the war effort, ‘The Midwest Mobilizes,’ moves to 
a@ new time 6:30 to 7:00 P.M., CWT....Lorraine Hall, conductor of ‘Every 


sooner than was expected. Date for brother Bob to take over is. July 2 
Crooner hasn’t yet made up his mind as to how many weeks he wants off 
-.. Renewals at J. Walter Thompson cleared for Ray Noble and Lou Sil- 
vers, music directors of Chase & Sanborn and Lux, respectively, and 
Victor Borge, comic on Kraft....Carroll Nye due back from New "York 
to head Young & Rubicam publicity department here. Jack Sayers has 
been transferred by Y & R to Dr. Gallup’s figure factory....It looks like 
a permanent assignment for Lionel Barrymore as Voice of the Govern- 
ment on Facts & Figures Victery Parade....Norman Pahama and Melvin 
Frank, former radio writers now at Paramount, named consultants to War 
Department's radio branch,...Shirley Horton turned over the publicity 
directorship at Don Lee to Fair Taylor. Former soon to be a mother 

Hollister Noble, KNX publicity head, is co-author of ‘Standby All Net. 
works,’ which Columbia is filming....Keith Kiggins passed a few days 
here impressing one and all with the importance of the Blue network 
and the big season that lies ahead... .Cecil Underwood, producer of 
‘Fibber and Molly,’ at the receiving end of a production by the Jordans 
in the form of a festive tribute to his 20th anniversary....Jaime del Valle 
resigned as program director at KARM, Fresno, to join Jack Runyon’s 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs radio staff... .Hubbell Robinson of 
Y & R here from New York for the summer takeoff of the Tommy Riggs 
show for Swan soap....Harpo Marx having a show packaged around him 
with the blueprint having him do more talking than anyone else Bill 
Lawrence auditioned a new idea around Freddy Martin’s band for ‘Lady 
Esther. Dennis Morgan is vocalist and narrator... .Bill Murray of Wii- 





Woman's World’ on WBBM, was host to Walter Roy, executive director of 


liam Morris agency getting to be quite a table hopper at the Brown Derby. 





station’s continuity and production 


merly with KFBI, Wichita, and 
KOMA, Oklahoma City, has joined 
the KWBW promotion and produc- 
tion staff, 





San Francisco.—Ralph Scott, CBS 
production manager here, has re- 
broadcasting production manager 
here, has resigned to join Co-ordina- 
tor of the Office of Information. 
Helen Ford replaces Dolores Unger 
as CBS office manager, the latter 
having also joined the COI staff. 

Frank Byrnes, formerly of KJBS, 
a over to the KQW sales 
staff. 





Kansas City—New announcer at 
station KMBC is Lee Stewart. He 
comes from WKY, Oklahoma City, 
where he was known as Keith Payn- 
ton, and fills into a staff depleted by 
departures to the armed services. 

H. O. ‘Tom’ Morris, Jr., of the 
KMBC sales staff is also slated to 
leave for military service. He has 
been inducted into the army air 
corps and is awaiting a call to ac- 
tive training duty within the very 
near future. 

Randall Jessee has left announcing 
at WDAF for Merchant Marine. 
WDAF announcer Shelby Storck is 
now completing training as an air 
corps pilot, 





Philadelphia—Robert Benson, for- 
merly of WDAS, and Franklin Evans, 
of WDNC, Durham (N. C.), have 
joined the KYW announcing staff. 
They replace Jay Faraghan ard 
James McCann who entered the 
armed forces. Marshall Soura, for- 
mer WDAS engineer also moved to 
KYW. 
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$1,000,000 Paid to Settle Action 


But No Merit 





in Claim Admitted 





A consolidated stockholder action 
against RCA, General Electric and 
Westinghouse was settled in the 
N. Y. supreme court Wednesday (10) 
when Justice Aaron Levy approved 
an agreement on the part of General 
Electric and Westinghouse to pay 
$1,000,000 to RCA stockholders. Ac- 
tion originally sought in excess of 
$300,000,000. 

Justice Levy, in approving the 
settlement, followed the recommen- 
dation of special master Abraham 
Halperin. Suit had sought damages 
for alleged waste and mismanage- 
ment with some charges being that 
RCA had parted with 40,000 shares 
of its common to the other corporate 


.defendants for worthless patents, 


that RCA had lost $10,000,000 
through ill advised investments in 
RKO and ~had_=£ sustained losses 
through the purchase of the Victor 
Talking Machine Co, All RCA’s of- 
ficers and directors had also been 
defendants. 

Westinghouse and General Elec- 
tric, in paying the $1,000,000, stated 
they are not admitting guilt or the 
authenticity of any charges, but are 
merely avoiding a costly litigation 
and the tying up of important exec- 
utives in a trial which might last 
months. 


RADIO ENGINEERS MEET 
IN CLEVELAND JUNE 29 


Cleveland, June 16. 
Institute of Radio Engineers will 
open a three-day convention at Ho- 
tel Statler, June 29, 30 and July 1. 
Meeting will concentrate on tech- 
nical phases of radio communica- 
tions and with wartime restrictions. 
J. A. Oiumet, of Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., is expected to be a 
speaker with banquet scheduled on 
Tuesday night. 











Allen Prescott Visiting 
3 New England Blues 


‘Prescott Presents,’ daily variety 
sustainer on the Blue, plays a three- 
day tour next week of the network's 
three new affiliates in New England. 
Dates are WHDH, Boston, Monday 
(15); WCFI, Pawtucket-Providence, 
Tuesday (16), and WELI, New Ha- 
ven, Wednesday (17). Allen Pres- 
cott, Joe Rines, Hi, Lo, Jack and a 
Dame will play the broadcasts. 

In addition, D, Engelbach, director 
of the series, will select local talent 
for the show at each station. 


Watson Still Gets Needles 


Washington, June 16. 

Even though the Senate went to bat 
for him in response to Administration 
and personal appeals, Dr. Goodwin 
Watson still doesn’t know whether 
he’ll be drawing pay from the U. S. 
Treasury after June 30. The House, 
without a moment of debate voted 
last week to insist on its prior re- 
fusal to accept a Senate amendment 
to the FCC appropriation bill allow- 
ing Watson to be compensated for 
heading the foreign broadcast moni- 
toring service. 

The House, by unanimous consent, 
wrote into the money measure a pro- 
hibition against keeping Watsen in 
his job after the end of the present 
fiscal year, but this clause was 
knocked out in the Senate after an 
hour’s debate. 











KRNT Hires WHO Man 


Des Moines, June 16. 

Mal Hansen, a member of the 
WHO farm staff, new farm director 
of KSO-KRNT, replacing Andy 
Woolfries. He will conduct the 
‘Farm Family Circle’ and ‘The Farm 
Forum’ and will give special attention 
to a new market service show he 
Plans to organize. 

Woolfries goes to Waterloo, Iowa. 





Claire Shadwell | Leaves 


Cincinnati, June 16. 
Claire Shadwell took departure 
Friday (12) from WSAI. He was 
with the station since 1938. Two 
months ago he was transferred to 
the sales promotion department, 
when succeeded by Jimmy Leonard 
as program director. 
It is probable that Shadwell will 
continue here with an ad agency. 





— 


ARTHUR CHURCH IN EAST 


Sees Daughter Graduate—Gets Johns 
Hopkins Check-Up 








Kansas City, June 16. 
Arthur Church, KMBC prexy, is 
absent from his office for a dual pur- 
pose trip eastward. He attended the 
graduation of his daughter, Mar- 
garet Cecily, from Wellesley in May. 
Earlier daughter was married to an 
RAF pilot on active duty in England. 
Also checked in at the Johns Hop- 


kins clinic for diagnosis and treat- 
ment. 





AL HANSEN A YEOMAN 


Al Hansen, a commercial writer in 
the Young & Rubicam radio depart- 
ment, has joined the Navy as a 
Yeoman. 


He will serve under Lieutenant 
Commander Jack Reeder, another 
former Y. & R. radioite, in the en- 
listment branch. 


Wrigley Plugs Chicle As 


Chicago, June 16. 

With priorities cutting off 40% of 
his own gum-making capacity, Phillip 
K. Wrigley is plugging his competi- 
tors’ chicle producers as well as his 
own on the air show which teed-off 
for the gum works yesterday (Mon- 
day). Ben Bernie is m.c.ing the pro- 
gram, which is a pat on the back for 
the 17,000,000 U. S. production 
workers. 

Wrigley has ordered the commer- 
cial kept to a minimum and is giving 
out with a message that a hunk of 
gum—any gum—will help relieve the 
monotony of a job and moisten 
throats so that there will be fewer 
trips to the water cooler. It can also 
eliminate the time-out for a smoke. 

Wrigley claims that in experiments 
made in association with the War 
Production Board in hundreds of 
factories it has beer found that 
where they passed out gum it in- 
creased efficiency about 12%. 

On the show are Gale Robbins, 
Russ Brown, Jack Fulton and the 
King’s Jesters. It’s heard on CBS 
from 5:45 to 6 p. m. each Monday. 





Des Moines.—‘Chick’ McCuen has 
joined the announcing staff of KSO- 
KRNT. He was formerly with KGLO, 
Mason City. Replaces Norman Jol- 
ley, now with the Marines. 





Hypo to Defense Workers 





Unit Authority of 


CBS’ New 


Producers Emerges; They Report 
To Coulter But Have Own Budgets 





With William Paley, CBS presi- 
dent, now taking an active hand in 
the network’s program department, 
the various sustaining programs are 
under the supervision of unit pro- 
ducers. They include, Charles Vanda, 
William Robson, Brewster Morgan 
and William Spier, with Norman 
Corwin slated for a similar assign- 
ment when he returns from his 
forthcoming assignment in England. 
Hubbell Robinson, of Young & 


Rubicam, recently turned down an 
offer to be another producer for 
CBS. 

Under the revised setup, each of 
the producers has general charge of 
several programs. Each works with 
a general budget, which he allocates 
among his individual shows. He 
supervises the scripts, assigns direc- 
tors and has general charge of pro- 





$$$. 


Soemannnetieti te 












duction. In addition, each producer 
may direct occasional programs 
himself. That is up to him. 


The unit producers report to 
Douglas Coulter, chief of broadcasts 
for the network, or his assistants, 
Davidson Taylor and Gerald Mauls- 
by. However, the producers have 
more authority and responsibility 
than the staff producers were for- 
merly allowed. Staff directors, such 
as Earle McGill, Nila Mack, Guy 
della Cioppa, etc., continue to han- 
dle specific shows, but on assign- 
ment from the ‘executive produ- 
cers.’ 





Peoria, 1ll.—Charles C. Caley, as- 
sistant manager of WMBD, local CBS 
affiliate, has heen commissioned a 
Lieutenant in the Army Air Corps, 
reporting to the Officers’ Training 
school, Miami Beach. 


ankee dood adaniy! 


Big things are doing in New England, where the bean and the cod 
and $4,569,998,000 in retail sales are perennially important. 





- It would take a platoon of Paul Reveres, riding in relays, to reach 


the 7,321,786 citizens regularly served by Yankee stations. 





In BOSTON, 5,000-watt WNAC replaces 1,000-watt WAAB for MUTUAL. 

In WORCESTER, WAAB becomes the full-time MUTUAL outlet, at 5,000 watts. 
In PROVIDENCE, 5,000-watt WEAN becomes the full-time MUTUAL outlet. 

In BRIDGEPORT, 1,000-watt WICC becomes the full-time MUTUAL outlet. 





And in 17 other important markets throughout New England, other 
Yankee stations clinch this entire prosperous area for MUTUAL, 
with coverage no other combination of stations can match. ; 





This is only part of the story of MUTUAL’s improvements in the markets that 
matter most. Last October, full-time, 5,000-watt facilities became available in 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and Buffalo. And this September MUTUAL advertisers will 





have the full-time use of another 5,000-watt station, WHK for Cleveland. 


In step with all these station improvements is MUTUAL’s current popularity rat- 
ing: third or better in 12 of all the 14 U.S. cities having over 500,000 population. 
And MUTUAL delivers these advantages at lower cost than any other network. 


Greater Popularity, Power, and Economy — Where and When They Count Most 
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Radio Trade and Regulator-In-Chief 


Both Anxious Over Engineer Scarcity 


Washington, June 16, 

Request for blanket draft defer- 
ment for radio technicians is being 
weighed by the FCC in view of the 
growing shortage of experts and the 
urgency of keeping broadcasting sta- 
tions on the air. The manpower 
situation. has become critical, despite 
Commish orders relaxing 


several 
rules concerning presence of licensed 
engineers. 

The Selective Service System 


some months ago in an advisory 
opinion warned local boards to go 
slow in drafting key technicians but 
has no authority under the conscrip- 
tion act to set up any industry-wide 
category of ‘essential’ workers. Most 
that Gen. Lewis B. Hershey can do 
is to issue a new notice that the gov- 
ernment considers it highly im- 
portant to the war effort to prevent 
disruption of radio operation and 
advocate extremely thorough weigh- 
ing before engineers are summoned 
to uniform. 

Fiy said Monday (15) the problem 
of keeping the necessary nucleus of 
experienced technicians is serious 
and the situation is ‘rapidly getting 
no better,’ with small stations in 
particular being badly hit. In addi- 
tion to losses by draft board orders, 
the little industry members have 
been injured when experts have quit 
to take better paying jobs with big 
transmitters whose men have gone 
on military and naval service. 

‘I hope these technicians will 
think twice before leaving the in- 
dustry and the public in the lurch,’ 
Fly commented. ‘We don’t however, 
want to discourage anyone from ac- 
tively Gghting the war.’ 


LAUD NEWSMEN 
FOR SILENCE ON 
MOLOTOV 


Washington, June 16. 

Secrecy lid which. broadcasters 
and the press threw around Soviet 
Foreign Commissar Y¥. M. Molotov 
drew commendation Friday (12) 
from Censor Byron Price. Though 
the Russian moved openly around 
both Washington and New York, 
only one peep was heard until the 
White House officially acknowledged 
he’d been and gone. 

Reprimanding finger was pointed 








at the Philadelphia Daily News 
(tab), which claimed it did not 
know the story was supposed to 


have been hushed up. Price, call- 
ing names for the first time since 
the ‘voluntary’ control was set up, 
commented he has not had a ‘satis- 
factory explanation of the manner 
in which the error occurred.’ 

More than a week before Molotov 
arrived, a small number of radio and 
press correspondents were privately 
advised of the impending visit and 
told to keep quiet. 


DON LEE TAKES OVER 
KDB, SANTA BARBARA 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Don Lee network acquired its 
fourth station last week when license 
of KDB, Santa Barbara, was trans- 
ferred to the company. Transmitter 
was originally owned by the late 
Don Lee and was the property of the 
estate, being operated as an affiliate 
of the Coast network of 33 stations. 

Other sites owned by the Lee out- 
fit are KHJ, Hollywood; KFRC, 
Frisco, and KGB, San Diego. 


Block’s Working Layoff 


Martin Block’s commercial spiels 
for Lucky Strike’s Hit Parade pro. 
gram will be piped in each Satur- 
day night from WOKO, CBS outlet 
in Albany, N. Y., for the next three 
weeks. Block is on a vacation and 
will drive to Albany. However, ‘e 
has to come all the way into New 
York each Wednesday to do the 
on Kay Kyser’s NBC 
program for the same sponsor. Hit 
Parade spiels will be cut in to the 
program. 

Block’s Make-Believe-Ballroom on 
NEW is being handled by Maurice 


t in the interim 








ve, 





TED MAXWELL SUCCEEDS 
J. §. YOUNG ON ‘HORIZON’ 


Ted Maxwell succeeds John S. 
Young as scripter of ‘Bright Hori- 
zon,’ Léver Bros. serial on CBS, ef- 
fective July 6. Young will continue 
to write ‘The Second Mrs. Burton,’ 
Coast serial for General Foods. Both 
programs are supervised by Carol 
Irwin, daytime radio head of Young 
& Rubicam. 

It is reported Maxwell is being 
sought by Don Becker to continue as 
substitute writer on ‘We Love and 
Learn’ and ‘Light of the World,’ but 
at Transamerican, which produces 
both the latter shows, it was said 
yesterday (Tuesday) that Maxwell 
had not done any work on either 
one for some time. 

Maxwell was in Chicago yesterday 
so could not be reached. 





NEW 0.F.F. CONSULTANTS 


Quinn, Levinson, Carroll Join Helly- 
wood Group of War Workers 








Washington, June 16. 

Three Hollywood figures were 
named last week to serve as con- 
sultants on Hollywood originations 
and advise the O. F. F. Leonard 
Levinson and Don Quinn of the 
Needham, Louis & Brorby agency 
and Carroll Carroll, of J. Walter 
| Thompson’s West Coast office will 
sit in with Nat Wolff in working out 
details in Victory Parade and Vic- 
| tory Theatre. 
| The O. F. F. also enlisted services 
‘of Edgar C. Sisson, Jr., of Pedlar 
and Ryan, New York, to perform 
similar function in regard to Man- 
| hattan originations of these features, 


Les Weinrott to Chi 
For Wrigley’s Navy Show 


Les Weinrott has gone to Chicago 
to work aS a production advisor on 
‘The First Line,’ Navy show for 
Wrigley’s, Thursday nights on CBS. 

He was a collaborator on the ‘Meet 
Mr. Meek’ script until the show went 
‘off the air. 














—- 





Boston Stations Use Paid Space 
To Make a Confusing Swap Clear 





Boston, June 16. 

Boston radio stations used large 
space advertisements in the local 
dailies to acquaint listeners with 
change-over of network affiliations. 
WEEI, only station not switching, 
also joined the others to herald its 
own virtues. 

WNAC through vice _ president 
Linus Travers reported receiving 
90% of WAAB’s billing, with the 
latter stations remaining silent for 
four weeks until its transfer to 
Worcester. There will.no longer be 
a Colonial Network, with the stream- 
lining of the Yankee net, which has 
WNAC as local outlet. WAAB was 
formerly Colonial’s Boston station. 

Travers pointed out that the 
Yankee is the only regional network 
in New England broadcasting sus- 
taining and commercial features. 
Yankee takes over the ballgames 
from Colonial and will also be serv- 
iced by Mutual. 

Bobby Norris, 


whose ‘Singing 





Strings’ programs have gone over 
Mutual via WAAB, has been 
switched te WNAC where he will 
lead an enlarged orchestra. 

Ruth Moss, who has interviewed 
over 3,500 celebrities in six years 
over WAAB, will have a WNAC 
early morning show devoted to 
women. 

The Yankee Network of 21 sta- 
tions became a full-time affiliate of 
the Mutual Network Monday (15). 
Under the new setup WNAC be- 
comes Mutual’s Boston outlet, while 
for Providence it’s WEAN, Provi- 
dence, and for Bridgeport, WICC. 

WAAB, which formerly cleared for 
Mutual in Boston, will become its 
Worcester outlet in July. 





Portland, Ore.—Bob Ryan, former- 
ly with KWIL, Albany, Ore., has 
joined the announcing staff of KGW- 
KEX, local outlets of NBC and the 

lue, 
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Soon the Blue’s revised New England station line-up 


will go into action. It’s planned on two principles that 


are important to you, both budget-wise and sales-wise. 


1. STATION POWER FITS BUYING POWER. 


Station power costs money. Your money. It should 
be used freely only where purchasing power is con- 
centrated. It should be used sparingly where buyers 


for your product are few. 


That’s why, in revising our New England network, 
we were careful to match kilowatts and customers. 
The result is a power-pattern that conforms closely, 
and economically, to the contours of New England’s 


buying map . . . and without costly excess coverage. 





the Blue $ 








Here’s our Revised 

Eight -Station ; 
New England Line-up 

to cover “Yankee Land” 

with Yankee thriftiness... 


2. LOCAL INTEREST ADDS 10 NETWORK INTEREST. 


We wanted local station liveness to add to the live- 
ness of the fast-growing Blue. And we got it. Some- 
time soon we'd like to gite you the home-town popu- 
larity facts about these eight Blue stations in New 
England. They’re worth knowing. For they reflect 
local interest that pays extra interest on your adver- 
tising investment, 

Does this kind of realistic radio thinking make sense 
to you? Then why not call in your Blue salesman? 
In a very few minutes of your time, he can show you 
how in New England and throughout the nation, the 
Blue delivers more listeners per dollar. The Blue 


Network. A Radio Corporation of America Service. 
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Station Advertises Why It No 
Longer Has Baseball Exclusive 





Milwaukee, June 16. 

WISN, in a series of large news- 
paper ads, has undertaken to ex- 
plain to & wondering public how 
come WISN is no longer the exclu- 
give broadcaster of the Milwaukee 
Brewers’ baseball games, the com- 
plete schedule of which is also aired 
now via WEMP, with the same an- 
nouncers, Mickey Heath and Dutch 
Underhill, at the microphone for the 
proadcasts from both stations. 

It is ‘explained’ in the WISN 
blurbs that this station ‘believes 
Brewer fans should be served, so 
when conditions caused by the war 
resulted in a number of nite games 
starting at a much earlier time than 
originally scheduled WISN granted 
permission to WEMP to carry the 
ball games.’ 

Actually WISN, owing to CBS 





-}ings a delayed play-by-play broad- 


cast of the ball games long after 
WEMP and WTMJ had announced 
final results of the contests, through 
regular news sources, causing con- 
fusion that resulted in plenty 
squawks from fans, ball club own- 
ers and the sponsors, General Mills 
and Lever Brothers. 

Series of confabs to iron out the 
situation resulted in sponsors ex- 
panding their appropriation to give 
WEMP the full schedule, so it airs 
the games when played and WISN 
does the same when prior commit- 
ments permit, or later when such 
commitments interfere. 

Meantime WEMP is pleased by 
free newspaper advertising it is get- 
ting through WISN’s efforts to ap- 
prise the public as to the how and 
when of its broadcasts. 





Boston—John Day, WHDH an- 
nouncer, into the Army. 





Round Table in Spanish 
Shortwaved By KGEI, 
San Francisco, to Latins 


San Francisco, Cal., June 16. 


KGEI, General Electric’s short- 
wave station in San Francisco, will 
launch on June 23 a series of 
weekly round table discussions in 
Spanish. They will be organized by 
the San Francisco chapter of the 
Pan-American Society. Will be 
beamed to Mexico, Central and 
South America on Tuesdays from 
7:30 to 8 p.m. William Fisher, secre- 
tary of society, will act as modera- 
tor. : 

‘Pan-American Highways’ will be 
discussed on the opening broadcast 
by Ulpiano Borjo, director of the 
Spanish Speaking Union and secre- 
tary of the Mexican Chamber of 
Commerce at San Francisco; Ricardo 
J, Gutierrez, Guatemalain vice con- 
sul at Berkeley; Felipe N. Puente, 
general agent on the Pacific Coast 
for National Railways of Mexico, 
and Roberto J. Wilkinson, former 
director general of highways in 
Paraguay, and now consul for that 
country at San Francisco. 








Racetrack Stuff Innocent Unless Radio 
Stations Know Material Aids Gambling, 


Judge Rules As 


Prosecutor Groans 





Cleveland, June 16. 

Broadcasters of racing news serv- 
ices can not be held as accomplices 
in illegal enterprises of gambling 
without sufficient proof that ‘opera- 
tors had knowledge that broadcasts 
were to be used for gambling pur- 
poses, Municipal Judge Lewis 
Drucker ruled June 10 in acquitting 
Morris Wexler and two of his co- 
defendants on gambling charges. 

Wexler, 40, manager of the Tele- 
News Service, Inc., and former 
agent of the Annenberg race news 
syndicate; William Mayer, 27, an- 
nouncer, and Emmett Potter, tele- 
grapher, were arrested one month 
ago by Detective Lieutenant Dave 
Kerr and charged with aiding and 
abetting gambling. 

Wexler, Potter and Mayer were 
tried jointly with three bookies— 
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EERE, 


convicted, and who used Tele-News 
Service—in a case which Chief 
Police Prosecutor A. A, Rutkowski 
described as a ‘test’ in which an 
adverse ruling, such as was re- 
turned, would strike the ‘death knell 
for law and order in this com- 
munity.’ 

Prosecution pointed out that evi- 
dence showed service to bookie joint 
was supplied by the news service 
and that on 49 different. occasions 
between June, 1940, and May, 1942, 
police confiscated as many Tele- 
News sets in raids. Sets were later 
released from the police property 
room to representatives of the Nev's 
service. 

Police added that Tele-News 
broadcast results are being used by 
an ‘estimated maximum of 35 book- 
ies who pay from $3 to $15 a week 
for the service depending on the 
number of lines used.’ 

Defense argued that the news dis- 
seminated by Tele-News was the 
same as given out every day by 
radio stations and newspapers and 
held there was no law or past court 
ruling in the country that made 
servicing of race horse news un- 
lawful. 

Chicago courts; however, ruled 
against a similar broadcasting setup. 
The case has gone to the court of 
appeals. 

To show tie-up between Tele- 
News Broadcast headquarters and 
bookie joint, Lt. Kerr raided studio 
first and flashed ‘this is a blackout 
test’ as code sentence heard in up- 
town bookie quarters as signaling 
arrests were to be made. 


PIECE HIT ON 
AIR AND STAGE 
SAME TIME 


Mexico City, June 16. 

‘Anitas de Montemar,’ drama by 
Leandro Blanco and Fernando Fer- 
rari, is a current click via both radio 
and stage. Program, starring Emma 
Telmo, is sponsored on XEW, local 
150,000-watter, by Palmolive. Stage 
version, with Anita Blanch, is play- 
ing at the Teatro -Ideal, one of the 
few remaining local legit houses. 

Blanco,:a Spaniard, wrote ‘Anitas’ 
originally as a radio script and it 
was first heard in Cuba. He later 
dramatized it for the stage. Ferrari, 
a Mexican, adapted the latter ver- 
sion for the local air series, 


WEBC EMPHASIZES ITS 
LOCAL TALENT SHOWS 


Duluth, June 16. 

WEBC has adopted policy of pre- 
senting more studio-produced shows, 
employing both station and’ local 
talent. W. C. Bridges, general man- 
ager, has upped budget for talent. 
Newest program added to schedule is 
‘Northshore Neighbors,’ styled after 
the Seth Parker shows of some years 
back. Written and produced “by 
John W. Miller, program has cast of 
six. The station’s Monday Night 
Jamboree, now presented on the 
stage of the Palace theatre in 
Superior, uses studio orchestra and 
half dozen local acts. 

Other studio-produced programs 
include ‘Quiz of the Twin Ports’ and 
‘Treat the Crowd,’ both commercial 


Mel Williamson Quits 
Skelton for Air Force 


Hollywood, June 16. 

Mel Williamson, who has been 
headman on the production of the 
Red Skelton-show (NBC) for Brown 
& Williamson Tobacco, has quit the 
payroll of the Russel Seeds agency 
to rejoin the Army as a flying in- 
structor. 

He came out of the last war with 
a permanent disability. 




















Salt Lake City—John Alexander 
is added to the KSL announcing 
staff, coming from KHQ-KGA, 
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"KITTY FOYLE’ © 

Vith Julie Stevens, Mark Smith, 
Amanda Randolph, Victor Thorley, 
Mel Allen 

15 Mins. 

GENERAL MILLS 

Daily, 10:15 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Knox Reeves) 


Newest in the ‘Stories America 
Loves’ series for Wheaties is being 
given the most extended run of any 
so far. It’s to continue for six 
months, which is 130 episodes. Under 
the circumstances, adaptor Carl 
Bixby (co-author of ‘Life Can Be 
Beautiful’ on WE4F-NBC for P. & G.) 
is getting into the ‘Kitty Foyle’ story 
quite leisurely. There’s no effort to 
grab listener attention by arresting 
action. Instead, it seemed, Bixby 
and the Knox Reeves agency are de- 
pending on the Christopher Morley 
novel’s wide reading popularity and 
film following to attract and, at 
least temporarily, retain an audi- 
ence. 

Style of narration, as in the book, 
is a first-person account by the 
heroine, with flashbacks of her 
reminiscences. That’s a _ standard 
story-telling technique, but it puts a 
demand on Julie Stevens, playing 
the title part of Kitty, particularly 
so early in the morning. For in the 
narration, Kitty was the adult char- 
acter of the latter part of the novel, 
while for the flashbacks she had to 


switch to markedly youthf 1 voice of. 


a girl in her teens. Miss Stevens 
achieved these alternate effects 
rather wel!, though she tended to 
slide into normal vuice after a few 
moments of the youngish one. The 
desired characterization was estab- 
lished, however, so the lapse was not 
serious. Otherwise, Miss Stevens’ 
performance was perfectly accept- 
able in a juicy part. 

Victor Thorley was almost too 
stolid as Kitty’s first, unfortunate 
swain. Amanda Randolph _ ad- 
mirably expressive as the kindly 
Negro maid. Mark Smith was 
plausible as Kitty’s frequently satu- 
rated father. Rikel Kent’s direction 
skillfully adapted the playing tempo 
and pitch to the intensity of the 
action. The production seemed, light, 
however. Mel Allen, currently han- 
dling the Yanks-Giants baseball 
broadcasts over “VOR, New York, 
for the same sponsor, read the 
Wheaties blurbs. 

In general, ‘Kitty Foyle’ seems 
natural radio material, but somewhat 
weakened in this case by its sluggish 
presentation. Hobe. 
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most responsible au- 
dience in America’s 
busiest industrial 
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‘CLARA, LU ’N’ EM’ 
With Louise Starkey Mead, Harriet 

Allyn and Helen King Mitchell 
15 Mins.—Regional 
PILLSBURY MILLS 
M-W-F, 10:00 a.m, 

WBBM-CBS, Chicago 
(McCann-Erickson) 

This number from radio's early 
days returns to the air for Pillsbury 
Mills. The three characters, all resi- 
dents of the same two story-two 
family abode, are back fence gossi- 
pers who talk about everything from 
war to babies. Its much the same 
format as years ago but with Har- 
riet Allyn replacing the late Isobel 
Berozheimer as Lu. 

On opening program, Clara, chief 
gabber; Lu, the widow upstairs, con- 
cerned mostly about her male at- 
tendants, and ’Em, the mother of 
five children, are confronted with 
Clara’s discovery of 10 pounds of 
sugar which she hadn't declared at 
the ration board. 

Followed a routine of what to do 
about the precious crystals without 
causing trouble. Finally they turn 
it into fudge for the three families. 
Humor was what is called ‘down to 
earth.” Probably okay for its mar- 
ket. . Best line was by Cfara: ‘noth- 
ing makes you feel more guilty than 
being innocent.’ Gals employ cheer- 
ful laughs and program should in- 
crease in popularity as they get out 
of one fence discussion into another, 

Bret Morrison, commercial an- 
nouncer for show handled adver- 
tising nicely with spensor keeping 
the blurbs within listenable limits. 

Loop. 


‘WE BELIEVE’ 

With Frank Black orch, choir, Rob- 
ert Denton 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 4.30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

Continuity explains that ‘We Re- 
lieve’ is intended to expres Ae 
faith that is essential in these times 
of stress and travail. Obviously, 
there’s always a sizable audience for 
hymn singing and, it may be as- 
sumed, the appeal of such a pro- 
gram is considerably stronger and 
wider during a crisis. Probably, 
therefore, the series should draw a 
following, although its competition 
on CBS is the popular Andre Kos- 
telanetz show and, locally in New 
York, it has to buck the ‘Young Peo- 
ple’s Church of the Air’ on WMCA, 
the City Symphony on WNYC and 
a musical stanza on WQXR. 

‘We Believe’ is a straightaway of- 
fering of hymns, interlarded with in- 
spirational scriptural quotes. Hymns 
are from the various religions and 
sects, including Protestant, Catholic, 
Jewish and, on the debut broadcast, 
a spiritual, ‘Swing Low, Sweet Char- 
iot. 

Closing selection of the initial show 
was the anthem, ‘America, the Beau- 
tiful,’ with an ardent introductory 
spiel. Frank Black conducts the 
NBC orchestra and choir. There are 
occasional solo bits by unbilled sing- 
ers and, for some numbers, organ 
accompaniment. 

Robert Denton read the continu- 
ity. Priscilla Kent is billed as scrip- 
ter and Tony Leader as director. 

Hobe. 
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‘CHEERS FROM THE CAMPS’ 

Soldier Talent 

60 Mins. 

GENERAL MOTORS 

Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Campbell-Ewald) 

‘Cheers from the Camps’ was a 
poor radio show on its inaugural 
from Fort Belvoir, Va., last week, 
but so was the first ‘Army Hour’ a 
bad radio show and it has since be- 
come a good one. ‘Cheers’ thus has 
a cheering precedent to shoot at. 
Actually, the things that were wrong 
the first time were so obvious and 
so relatively easy to correct that 
marked improvement seems assured 
if no more than the eradication of 
these errors is accomplished. 

There is another comparison be- 
tween ‘Cheers from the Camps’ and 
‘Army Hour.’ Whereas the latter 
terms itself a military mission, the 
General Motors program presents 
itself not as a radio entertainment 
but as a military activity—the home 
talent and relaxation side of the gar- 
risons. The first broadcast was cast 
in the form of a letter written by 
a soldier to his parents, The con- 
tent of the broadcast was to illus- 
trate the private’s letter as to what 
camp life was like. This seemed an 
effective and potentially poignant 
production device. 

The Belvoir episode probably 
taught the Henry Souvaine office 
plenty about putting together a show 
in the crowded, preoccupied environ- 
ment of acamp. Reports in the New 
York broadcast trade were that lack 
of rehearsal furloughs for the par- 
ticipants, difficulties of transporta- 
tion in the camp itself and other 
purely physical factors badly han- 
dicapped showmanship. A _profes- 
sional listener, just on the basis of 
the performance, might have guessed 
as much without possessing powers 
of divination. 

The working out of a headache- 
free formula séems to call for a 
strong professional master of cere- 
monies. The amateur at Belvoir did 
a nice enough job—for an amateur. 
But there was an obvious need for 
a puller-together personality and 
probably only the calm assurance of 
a professional can fill the bill. The 
weakness of the first broadcast’s ma- 
terial, notably a long-winded and 
dreary sketch, also suggested that the 
series will not be able to rely, except 
in raf€é cases, upon soldier-written 
material. Amateur talent is enough 
to worry about without uncertain, 
untried amateur writings, although 
it is fair to add that one song about 
Army Engineers was distinctly 
amusing. 

General Motors has an agreement 
with the American Federation of 
Musicians whereby some 20-odd men 


ifrom the nearest local are used. 


Union music played a small part in 
the first broadcast. 

It may take several weeks for 
‘Cheers from the Camps’ to find its 
format. It needs to escape from 
spiritual kinship with college or 
highschool revues interesting only to 
the alumni. The soldier needs to be 
universalized as a symbol even while 
the human side is brought out, the 
individual flavor of the different 
forts and stations and centres must 
be captured to separate one from 
all, even while making the current 
one semi-typical of ail. 

Meanwhile, there is great natural 
interest in the circumstance that a 
leader in the production war, Gen- 
eral Motors, has set out to do this 
salute to the rank and file of the 
blood war. Commercial credits were 
very casual, hardly constituting ra- 
dio advertising by normal standards, 
Land, 


‘REPORT TO THE NATION’ 

With Albert Warner, Paul _ V. 
McNutt, Juan Perry frippe, Vic- 
tor Bay orch 

30 Mis. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 9.30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


This weekly CBS report on the 
state of the nation has been on the 
air more than a year and has re- 
cently been expanded as to subject 
matter and scope. Effective June 10 
it moves from 9.30-10 p.m. Tuesdays 
to 10:30-11 p.m. Sunnays and shifts 
organization from Washington to 
New York. Series is now pro- 
duced by William N. Robson, suc- 
ceeding Brewster Morgan. Harold 
Isaacs is the writer, assisted by Ann 
Ives. The orchestra is conducted by 
Victor Bay. 

June 2 broadcast, the final at the 
Tuesday night time, contained two 
main subjects. First was the situa- 
tion regarding manpower, and the 
regulations to be set up to meet it. 
Paul V. McNutt, the Government's 
manpower chief, was interviewed in 
Washington on the subject by Albert 
Warner. Then the program switched 
to New York for an interview with 
Juan Perry Trippe, of Pan-Ameri- 
can Airways, on the subject of 
freight transportation by plane. 
_ Both portions of the show were 
interesting and informative, but the 
second half was better. Its subject 
was a trifle more provocative and 
Trippe was more colorful and fm- 
pressive at the mike than the poli- 
tically-experienced McNutt. In ad- 
dition, while Warner’s interviewing 
was acceptable, his summing-up nar- 
ration was definitely inferior. Both 
portions of the program contained 
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dramatized bits. Hobe. 





‘THIS NATION AT WAR’ 
With James Backus 

Talk, Orchestra 

25 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

The Blue Network and the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers 
seem to be running counter on the 
primary intent of this series, but 
even if this situation didn’t @xist 
‘This Nation At War’ might easily 
be rated as about the least inspir- 
ing of war programs to be found on 
all the networks. It’s a hodge-podge 
of not-much-about-anything and the 
only redeeming feature is the pleas- 
ant speaking voice of Jim Backus 
who functions as m.c. Out of New 
York. 

N.A.M. is spending around $2,000 
a week ir line costs for the series. 
Apparently set out to tell by the 
process of remote pickups the 
stories of peoples and industries 
that have given up their normal 
way of living or endeavor to help 
win an all-out war, and also show 
how free American enterprise Over- 
came the restraints and changes im- 
posed by a war economy. The Blue 
Network obviously had its own idea. 
It saw in the series a chance to en- 
hance goodwill relations with its 
affiliated stations. The program’s 
formula called for each station to 
write and produce its own contribu- 
tion. The output in some instances 
has been exceptionally sorry. In 
any event neither party to this sam- 
ple of free American enterprise, the 
N.A.M. and the Blue, seems to be 
making its point in clear, emphatic 
fashion. 

If there was any imagination ap- 
plied in the planning of this series, 
it must have been elbowed out even 
before the initial installment went 
on the air. ‘This Nation At War’ 
may bring personal delight to the 
Blue’s individual affiliates but it’s 
no prize contribution to the war ef- 
fort. Odec. 


‘VALIANT LADY’ 

With Joan Blaine, Bartlett Robinson, 
Lawson Zerbe, Charles Webster, 
A. P. Kaye, Kate McComb, Jean 
Ellyn, Dwight Weist, Jesse Craw- 
ford 

15 Mins. 

GENERAL MILLS 

Daily, 10 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Knox Reeves) 


For four sob-filled years ‘Valiant 
Lady’ has been going through the 
emotional wringer for General Mills, 
with several different writers cook- 
ing up the pitfalls for Joan Scott, 
the gallant heroine played by Joan 
Blaine, Recently Howard Teichman, 
who previously authored the ‘Stories 
America Loves’ for the same sponsor 
and agency, took over the ‘Valiant 
Lady’ scripting and, from several 
casual hearings, he has cleared away 
some of the heart-throb clouds. The 
result is an improvement, 


‘Valiant Lady’ is still standard 
daytime drama, with hefty emotional 
melodrama. But currently there isn’t 
a single brain tumor or neurotic 
husband-wife relationship to be 
heard. The plot line at the moment 
has the heroine’s husband reported 
dead, with the Little Woman bearing 
up bravely and, in fact, on the verge 
of saving that spoiled young pup, 
Jeff Clark, from a ruthless, gold- 
digging hussy named Cookie. Old 
Moneybags Clark is on the heroine’s 
side, despite what his son can do to 
sour him on the gal. Vigorously 
written, with lots of action, rapid 
movement, clear-cut characters and 
hardly a cliche in several episodes. 

Rikel Kent’s direction as heard 
was sharp and well paced. Miss 
Blaine was a throbbingly emotional 
heroine. Lawson Zerbe seemed sur- 
facey as Jeff, while Charles Webster 
was properly weighty as the tycoon. 
Jean Ellyn’s portrayal of Cookie was 
somewhat broad to make her appeal 
to Jeff believable. 

Jesse Crawford’s organ  back- 
ground and cues were unusually 
illustrative and suggestive, Hobe. 


Mg egy 
2b Calloway, Terry Lawle 
Billy Ginsen, Betty Lawford, 
Lasiey, re Benn 

Pitt orch _—— 
30 Mins. 
*‘PARADE’S WEEKLY’ 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 
bef mie f New York 

airly compact local variet ack- 

age, with Hy Gardner's pamibees 
emceeing helping. Cab Calloway 
whose band currently is at the N. Y’ 
Strand, actually put this program 
across. Introed as the Joe Louis of 
music, he explained typical jive 
terms from his ‘Hepster’s Diction. 
ary. Calloway is a glib radio 
speaker. Then put himself over 
solidly by singing ‘Jumping Jive.’ 

Billy Glason, former vaude mono. 
logist now scripting ‘Gay Nineties’ 
radio network show, was amusing 
with his string of witticisms. Terry 
Lawler, in tough opening spot, sang 
Happy in Love’ pertly but ‘Johnny 
Doughboy’ rather stilted. Betty Law- 
ford related the miracle of the 
Stage Door Canteen to R. A. Lasley, 
listed as editor. Clare Bennett's 
swingeroo version of Buck Ram’s 
new tune, ‘Spanking the Plank,’ wag 
crowded into the last few minutes 
and suffered because right after 
Calloway’s jive warbling. Wear, 


‘SING FOR YOUR DOUGH’ 
With Lew Valentine, Don Baker 
30 Mins. 

Sunday, 9:36 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 

There’s a germ of a good idea in 
this extension of the community 
sing to the studio contest routine 
.but before the program arrives at 
a merchandisable pattern it will 
probably have to undergo lots of 
experimenting and _ reconstruction. 
As the program now stands the ratio 
is 80% good intention to 20% sound 
radio entertainment. 

_The mechanics of the show are 
simple but the parts creak. While 
the studio audience is engaged in 
community singing, wandering 
mikes are placed before certain in- 
dividuals and at @ signal from the 
m.c. the communal outpour stops 
and the song is carried on exclusive- 
ly by designated members of the 
assembly. Later the pickups go in 
for combinations with persons lo- 
cated in various parts of the studio 
joining in duets, trios and quartets. 
The results in this case are mostly 
caterwauling and mildly funny. Each 
participant on the floor collects $2. 
Eventually the combinations are 
brought to the mike on the stage 
and there they contend for a grand 
prize of $10. 

Lew Valentine, who formerly 
m.c.’d the ‘Dr. I. Q.’ series, tries 
valiantly to make an entertaining 
go of these proceedings, but doesn’t 
seem to have enough flexibility or 
Savvy in cashing in on a humorous 
or human interest opening. It is also 
quite possible that with a few more 
programs and the necessary revamp- 
ing this stiff and stilted impression 
could be overcome. 

Don Baker at the organ is the 
lone source of the accompaniment. 

Odec. 
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WOAM TOLD NOT 
TO DISCOURAGE 
UNIONISM 


Washington, June 16. 

Issuance of an order directing 
owners of WQAM, Miami to stop 
discouraging their workers from 
joining the American Federation of 
Radio Artists or any Other labor 
organization was recommended to 
the National Labor Relations Board 
recently. Trial Examiner W. P. 
Webb in his report on recent hear- 
ings declared the licensee has shown 
‘hostility’ toward the AFL union, 
citing statements of three super- 
visory employees. 

The examiner found the company 
on Dec. 10, 1941, fired Fred Hand- 
rich, an announcer, and refused to 
take him back because of his union 
connection. Handrich should be re- 
instated with pay retroactive to the 
date of his discharge, the report 
said. 
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By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, June 16. 
Waldo Frank gives two lectures on 
Radio Belgrano (LR 3). 





Carlitos de Pereira Rego y Lahitte, 
child genius, opens series on Radio 
El Mundo (LR 1) Sundays at 11:00, 
sponsored by Sydney Ross, U.S. drug 
house. Ten-year old offers to answer 
any questions put by listeners with 
stumper posers getting a five peso 
prize for everyone he can’t answer. 





Leely Morel inked by Radio Ar- 
gentino (LR 2) with Bohemian or- 
chestra of Mauro Billi for Tuesday 
and Sunday half hours series featur- 
ing American folklore. 





Consultorio Deportivo Winchester, 
sponsored by Winchester Ciggies, set 
by Diaz Publicidad for Belgrano. 
Julio Cesar Marini will m.c. pro- 
gram dealing with sports. And cast 
will include Chela Ruiz, Joaquin Me- 
dina, and Guido Gorgati. 





Mejoral opens Belgrano series ‘La 
Vida de Una Estrella’ (The Life of 
a Star) with screen actress and 
singer Libertad Lamarque. Carlos 
Petit and Munos Azpiri handling the 
writing and Augustin Irusta co-star- 
ring. 

Radio Teatro Lever .(Soap) ties in 
with U.A. with radio dramatization 
‘La Pecadora de Shanghi’ based on 
the ‘Shanghai Gesture.’ Show fea- 
tures actresses Milagros de la Vega 
and Irma Cordobi. and actor Narciso 
Ibanez Menta on Radio El Mundo. 





LU 4 (Radio Comodoro, Rivadavia) 
getting bows for the smartest stunt 
of the year by an interior station 
with presentation of ‘Escuela del 
Aire, provircial little red school- 
house. 





Malta Palermo’s program on Splen- 
did (LR 4) for local beer switched to 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 6:10 P.M. uses Siches de Alarcon, 
Mabel Paz, Dora Dolly, Julio Duran. 





Bailes Geniol, dance program for 
local aspirin, to be carried by C X 16, 
Radio Carve of Montevideo from the 
Belgrano web Primera Cadena de 
Broadcastings, one of the few com- 
mercials originated here, to be sent 
across the Rio de la Plata to Uruguay. 





‘Bidu,’ local Cola, taking to the air 
on Splendid in series featuring Ivan 
Casado presenting prizes to contest 
winners, 


American School on XEQ 


Mexico City, June 16. 
The American School here, found- 
ed in 1922 by a group of American 
educators and philanthropists and 
has developed into one of Mexico's 
greatest seats of learning, presented 
(6) at radio station KEQ here a 
30-minute program of musical and 
instrumental numbers rendered by 
its High School Band and individual 
Students and war time talks. Pro- 
sram was arranged and supervised 
by L. M. Beattie and Phyllis Christie 
of the school’s musical department. 
Presentation was dedicated to the 
Primary schools of Mexico and was 
one of a series of radio productions 
Sponsored by the Ministry of Public 
Education. 








Bob Kelley, WGAR Sports 
Secretary of Rams Team 


Cleveland, June 16. 


Bob Kelley, WGAR sportscaster 
for’ the past five years, was tackled 
last week by the Cleveland Rams, 
who elected him secretary of the 
pro-football club. 

Station granted him a leave of 
absence until Jan. 1, 1943, allowing 
him to take up new post at once. 
He intends to continue only one 
program at WGAR, a late evening 
broadcast for defense workers. 

Kelley was picked for job because 
of his broadcasts of all of the grid- 
ders’ games, both at home and on 
tour, ever since the Rams entered 
the National League in 1937. New 
duties to be largely of promotional 
and publicity nature. 





Roger Brown to WGR 
Buffalo, June 16. 

Roger Brown moved his disc hour, 
‘Radio Ballroom,’ from WBNY to 
WGR where he now occupies nightly 
11-to-midnight spot. 

Platters and patter split into 15- 
minute segments, backed by local 
sponsors. 
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OUTLER SUCCEEDS CARR 
AS SALES MGRS. HEAD 


Washington, June 16. 

John M. Outler, commercial man- 
ager of WSB, Atlanta, has been 
named chairman of the sales man- 
agers executive committee of the 
National Association of Broadcasters. 

He succeeds Eugene Carr, who has 
gone with the Office of Censorship 
in Washington, 


KTTS, Springfield, Mo., 
Station Joins Mutual 


Station KTTS, Springfield, Mo. 
joined the Mutual network June 1. 
It started operation during May. 

Addition brings the total of Mu- 
tual affiliates to 205. 


Bexel Using WGY 


Schenectady, N. Y., June 16. 
McKesson & Robbins, is using 
news periods over WGY, Schenect- 
ady for Bexel. 
Contract runs through Sept. 8. 
J. D. Tarcher is the agency. 
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Bonfires Under Fly Fizzle Out; 


— 


FDR Reappomts FCC Chairman 





Washington, June 16. 

Renomination of James L. Fly for 
a full seven-year term as FCC chair- 
man—generally expected by all 
except a handful of wish-thinking 
diehards in broadcasting circles— 
was sent to the Senate Monday (15) 
by President Roosevelt. Despite the 
turmoil during his tenure, Fly’s re- 
appointment has been taken for 
granted by most watchers, though 
there have been hints he may step 
down after being confirmed. At- 
tempts to set bonfires under the re- 
form faction chief were complete 
failures, with the President indicat- 
ing agreement that the Commish 
should keep a tighter rein on the in- 
dustry. 

Fly, whose present term is up 
June 28, has suggested on recent 





occasions he might leave the Com- 
mish in order to devote full time to 
the Defense Communications Board, 
of which he is chairman. 


KUTA, SALT LAKE CITY, 
READYING FOR BLUE 


Salt Lake City, June 16. 

On June 22 KUTA will go on new 
full time power of 5,000 watts, 570ke, 
On Sept 1 this station becomes the 
exclusive Blue outlet for Utah. Until 
then, Blue will continue to go out 
over KLO, Ogden. 

Change will necessitate a substan- 
tial increase in staff, but as yet plans 
haven't jelled. | 
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The most important ‘first’ 
ever won by KMOX 


HROUGH the years KMOX has won blue ribbons for 
‘ practically every important phase of radio broadcast- 
ing. Humanly enough, we have always been proud of our 


parti-colored pattern of success. But recently, a single, sig- 


nificant honor has given us our deepest pride. 


On May 14, 1942, the National Association of Broadcast- 
ers granted KMOX the William B. Lewis award for “most 
effectively inspiring its audience to continued support of the 
war effort?’ Of all the awards we have won, this is the best. 
It surpasses our honors for talent and program — our cita- 
tions for sports and shownmanship and hillbillies. It over- 
shadows our lead in listening audiences and advertisers. 

For here is concrete evidence that our knowledge and 
skills have meshed smoothly into an instrument of public 


morale—and that they are doing the most vital work that 


can be radio’s from now until Victory. 


KM OX THE VOICE OF ST. LOUIS 


Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio 
Sales located in New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Charlotte. 
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Inventory and Regulation Looms 
On Available Radio Equipment 


| KDYL’s Woman Operator 


Washington, June 16. 

Various quarters within the broad- 
casting industry have raised doubt 
as to the need for the pooling of 
equipment so as to keep all stations 
on the air during the war and coun- 
teract the growing shortages of re- 
placement parts. The objectors to 
the plan point out that since the 
FCC and the WPB have banned all 
new transmitter construction there 
should be a frozen stock of materials 
sufficient to take care of the stations 
that need it. 


The suggestion had been made that | 


the WPB, to offset possible hoard- 
ing. take charge of this inventory or 
turn it over to some Government 
agency which would parcel out 
equipment on proving of need or 
issue orders that could be given 
manufacturers certifying that pur- 
chase had been approved. The WPB 
has indicated, unofficially, that it 
doesn’t want to become involved in 
such a procedure, and it now looks 
that if there is to be any adminis- 
tration of that sort it will have 
to be shouldered by the industry. 











Salt Lake City, June 16. 


KDYL has added to staff the first 
full time woman technician in these 
parts in the appointment of Mrs. 
Ethel Poole to control room operator. 
She replaces Wally Lambourne, now 
in United States Navy. 

Femme operator has had an 
amateur operator’s license for some 
years. 





W.B. Campbell at WBBM; 


Jackson in Signal Corps 
Chicago, June 16. 

Wendall B. Campbell moves in as 
western sales manager of Columbia 
Broadcasting System this week. He'll 
headquarter at Chicago and work in 
conjunction with WBBM sales staff 
on accounts. 

Campbell replaces Henry Jackson 
who joined the Signal Corps of the 
War Department. He has been with 
Radio Sales for past few years. 





Lindsay MacHarrie Directs 
‘Men, Machines, Victory’ 


Lindsay MacHarrie directs the new 
series, ‘Men, Machines and Victory,’ 
on the Blue network at 10:15-10:30 
p. m., Fridays, starting last week. 

Show is presented by the National 
Safety Council. 


induction Center's 


Gloom Gets ‘Old 
Man Sunshine’ 


Rochester, N. Y., June 16. 











WHAM is doing a bit for soldier 
moraie by sending Boh Pierce, ‘Old 
Man Sunshine,’ to cheer up draftees 
waiting to be shipped out from the 
induction center. After a half-hour 
show for the boys, Pierce goes on the 
air for 15 minutes at 3:45 p. m., Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday, includ- 
ing interviews with draftees. 

Drab surroundings and atmos- 
phere of induction center have been 
subject of civic concern, and WHAM 
officials are quietly trying to inter- 
est other organizations in helping to 
lift some of the gloom. 





U. S$. PROVIDES RADIO 
ITEMS FOR MEX ARMY 


Mexico City, June 16. 

Purchase of sufficient American 
radio equipment for all transmis- 
sion units of the Mexican army was 
announced by Major Jose Clark 
Flores, chief of that section of the 
fighting force, upon his return from 
the U. S., where he was sent to do 
that buying. This equipment is for 
radio, telephone and _ telegraph 
services and includes two power 
radio transmission stations, one of 
which will be installed here and the 
other at a point on the Pacific Coast. 

Installation of these stations is to 
proceed forthwith and be rushed to 
completion so that the equipment 
can be put into service pronto. This 
will be the first time that the Mexi- 
can army has used radio and allied 
transmission facilities so extensively. 








Renew ‘Red River Dave’ 


San Antonio, June 16. 

Red River Dave (Dave McEnery) 
has been given a renewal by Liberty 
Mills of San Antonio. Cowboy heard 
in three quarter-hour programs per 
week. 

Account is handled 
Coulter-Mueller-Grinstead. 
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if NATIONAL 
AWARD 
“Americana Quiz” 
by 
Women’s National 
Radio Committee 


\ WMCA { 
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T isn’t just happenstance that WMCA... 












NATIONAL 
AWARD 
“Labor Arbitration” 


y 
Ohio State University 





an independent 5,000 watter...has earned 


itself the same two envied national awards twice 


in a row. % Against network and big station 
competition. ¥¢ Determined to build better 
mousetraps than its neighbors, WMCA is de- 


veloping programs of a quality far beyond the 


usual offerings of an independent station. 


Creating new interest among advertisers—and 
listeners. Changing the entire New York radio 
scene v With its new prestige, and with 5,000 


watts at 570, WMCA is today’s best low-cost 
quality buy in the New York radio market. 


Western Representative: Virgil Reiter & Co., Chicago 





ks greatest newspaper. in the” 


world . .. the New 





York Times. — - : 


*& New York Times news - 
bulletins are broadcast over 
WMCA every hour, on the hour. 
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COURTS SLANT 
HEARTENS WEBS 


Washington, June 16. 
Refiection on the comments of the 
United States Supreme Court ma- 
jority in the network-FCC wran- 
gling over the anti-monopoly reforms 


is characterized by smiles on the 
faces of most industry observers. 
When the language used by Chief 
Justice Harlan F. Stone is shorn of 
legalisms, it seems to mean the chains 
have more than an even chance of 
winning the tiff over the right of the 
Commish to impose such radical 
changes in established business meth- 
ods, the bulk of attorneys and exec- 
utives believe. 


In many ways, the majority ap- 
pears already convinced—though the 
issue was not directly involved— 
that the outlawing of time options 
will destroy the foundation of pres- 
ent network operations. Chief Jus- 
tice Stone heartened the senior webs 
with his observation that the option 
clauses in present contracts ‘are al- 
leged to be indispensable to the 





of its network and to the existence 
of a strong and efficient network 
broadcasting system and necessary to 
enable appellant to compete with 
other advertising media.’ 


While the highest tribunal did not 
promise to uphoid the CBS and NBC 
arguments, the whole tone of the 
Chief Justice’s opinion indicated the 
majority was deeply impressed with 
the senior webs’ complaints about 
the effect of the regulations. The 
majority spokesman said that on the 
basis of the charges in the original 
complaint ‘it is evident that applica- 
tion by the Commission of its reg- 
ulations in accordance with their 
terms would disrupt appellant’s 
(CBS) broadcasting system and seri- 
ously disorganize its business.’ The 
provisions against exclusive arrange- 
ments and options, viewed together, 
‘operate to break down the network 
enterprise,” the Chief Justice 1e- 
marked. 

The reasoning of the court in the 
Sanders Bros. (Dubuque) case was 
reaffirmed by the Chief Justice, in 
the estimation of most industry peo- 
ple. They paid particular attention 
to the remark in the majority opin- 
ion that ‘since the Commission is not 
in terms given authority to regulate 
contractual relations’ the reform or- 
der is an attempt to get around the 
barrier against such control over 
management. 


LEONARD BROCKINGTON 
BECOMES BRACKEN AIDE 


Montreal, June 16. 
Leonard W. Brockington, for- 
merly chairman of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp, and later war 
time assistant to Prime Minister 
King, is returning to England. He 
will become adviser on empire af- 
fairs to Brendan Bracken, British 
Minister of Information, and will in 
addition be engaged in speaking, 
writing and broadcasting in and 
from Britain. 
Will be away at least six months 
period, possibly for the duration. 











CFCF Man a Casualty 


Montreal, June 16. 

First war casualty to be recorded 
among staff members of Montreal ra- 
dio stations is reported from Cana- 
dian Marconi station CFCF in the 
case of Sergeant-Observer James 
Godbehere, who has been listed as 
missing after one of the big sweeps 
over Cologne and Essen last week 
by R.A.F. and R.C.A.F. 

Godbehere was an assistant in the 
commercial department of CFCF for 
over four years 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


‘People Are Funny, audience participation-quiz Friday nights on NBC | 
from the Coast for Brown & Williamson, is one of the original parlor | 
game radio shows, even antedating ‘Truth or Consequences,’ also on NBC 
for Procter & Gamble. It started June 5, 1938, as a Coast show for Wil- 
shire Oil, under the title, ‘Pull Over, Neighbor.’ After a two-year run, 
it was sold to Scuthern Pacific Railroad and retitled ‘All Aboard.’ On the 
expiration of that sponsorship, it was taken over by B. & W. 

Another angle on ‘People Are Funny’ is that the ‘Bet Your Life’ por- 
tion of the show was originally called ‘Double or Nothing’ and operated 
similarly to “Take It or Leave It’ for more than a year before either of 
the latter shows was on the air. However, when ‘People’ went network 
for B. & W. it dropped the ‘Double or Nothing’ tag so as not to be con- 
fused with the Feenamint series on Mutual. According to John Guedel, 
author-producer of ‘People,’ all three of the shows stem from gambling 
games, and he doesn’t believe the ‘Double’ or ‘Take It’ producers were 
aware of his series when they started theirs. 

New twist on ‘People,’ starting two weeks ago, is that a $100 bill is 
passed around among the contestants, with the winner keeping possession 
of it. It adds suspense for the competitors and audience. 








Broadcasters have become increasingly aware of the supposedly success- 
ful appeal made by newspaper publishers to business houses who share 
with the newspapers fear of the present concentration of power in Wash- 
ington and of the known hostility of certain ‘bureaucrats’ to business and 
to advertising as a part of the profit system. Broadcasters know that the 
newspapers have frankly told business that ‘free press’ in the modern 
world was possible only with advertising support. While ‘free radio’ might 
be equally Impossible without advertising support the radio industry can- 
not well make such an overture. 

Grove Patterson of the Toledo Blade at a convention of the Association 
of National Advertisers two years ago was frank in telling business that 
the press was its front line of defense against anti-business attacks. 

It’s a simple formula of psychology and it’s having a tremendous effect. 
Industrialists have in mind two spectres, (1) present bureaucratic control 
from Washington and (2) the possibility of more Government control over 
industry after the war. 

‘Timber’, 45-minute program by Ranald MacDougall, was recorded last 
week in New York by the British Broadcasting Corp. Stanza was pro- 
duced by Charles Schenck and will be flown next week to England for 
broadcast there by BBC. Santos Ortega, Neili O’Malley, Gilbert Mack 
and Jackson Beck have leading parts in the show. 

As in many programs for English broadcast, the dialog in ‘Timber’ is 
much,,saltier than would be permissible in the U.S. There is not only 
considerable swearing in true lumberjack tradition, but there’s one se- 
quence in which a femme lumbercamp follower nicknamed ‘Colorado’ 
makes a deal with the foreman for a flat price for all the lumberjacks. 
Whereupon the foreman yells, ‘Come on, gang, this is on the house.’ 





The radio bally of Yank, the new Army weekly, was to have been 
coupled with the premiere of Irving Berlin’s new songs from his ‘This Is 
the Army’ show, but, instead, Earl Oxford, Stuart Churchill, Burl Ives, 
et al., reprised some Berlin oldies last Sunday night (14). This was a last- 
minute switch (in order ta preserve the tunes for Kate Smith) but none 
the less it was an effective trailer for the soldier musical. 

Same couldn’t be said for Yank program with tired yesteryear program 
(1918) Stars & Stripes vs. the present-day staff format. It tried hard for 
spontaneity and informality but it evolved a pretty dull affair. Only the 
vocal interludes kept up any semblance of quality. 





When and if the War Department grants permission to Joe Louis to en- 
gage in a public bout so that he can get enough money to pay his taxes 
Mutual will have the exclusive broadcast right to the event. Mutual has 
received this assurance from the War Department. Mutual sought to have 
its status clarified as to such a contingency after NBC and Columbia had 
urged that the broadcasts of Louis’ future fights be made available to all 
networks, For the past year and a half Mutual has carried all Louis bouts 
through an exclusive contract with the 20th Century Club, which holds a 
long term agreement with the heavyweight champ. 





Edmund Chester, director of shortwave broadcasting for CBS, under 
date of June 11 wrote ‘Variety’: ‘We at CBS would like very much to have 
gublished the fact that your article (‘Variety's’) was not inspired by the 
Columbia Broadcasting System.’ This was in reference to the story of 
May 20th commenting upon failure of the President of Chile to join in the 
inaugural ceremonies for CBS new La Cadena de las Americas, ‘Variety’ 
reporting the fact that this cancellation was considered in New York as 
due to Argentinian influence. 

Self-evidently Columbia did not ‘inspire’ the comment. 





Fred Weber, Mutual’s general manager, last week advised the National 
Association of Manufacturers that he had received with no little chagrin 
the association’s notice that it was terminating its ‘Production for Vic- 
tory’ series on Mutual as of tomorrow (Thursday). Commenting on the 
association’s statement that the series had served its purpose, Weber stated 


that he couldn’t understand why the N. A. M. couldn’t have replaced | 


the ‘Production for Victory’ program with the ‘This Nation at War’ series 
instead of taking the latter series to the Blue Network. The N. A. M.’s 
Mutual program made its debut in early May, 1941. 





Don Norman has a nice session middays over WOR-Mutual, with an 
informal, breezy manner of vox popping his femme audiences—of late 
augmented by some visiting celeb—but oh those long-winded commer- 






| Praise for Davis 


t———— Continued from page 27 














life, and he’s phlegmatic and just, 
and not the least given to histrionics 
or emotionalism, bodes good for the 
future. 


Edward R. Murrow (CBS): ‘He's 
one of the few Americans I have 
ever known to survive two years of 
Oxford with accent and outlook un- 
impaired ... His commentaries have 
enjoyed the following they deserved, 
the sort of approval that even the 
British give to straight talk and hon- 
esty . . . Many will hope that Mr. 
Davis can do something to provide 
the British with more information 
about the U. S. . .. The new direc- 
tor of war information will, I am 
sure, share the hope of his friends 
on both sides of the Atlantic that 
someone may be found to criticize 
him and his activities as accurately, 
mercilessly and fearlessly as he has 
done to government departments and 
offices.” 


Upton Close (NBC): ‘The best 
news of the week for us newsmen 
is that there is to be one govern- 
ment office of information, and that 
Elmer Davis, who knows diplomacy, 
war and radio—and news—is going 
to head it.’ 

Johannes Steel (WMCA)...‘One 
of the best appointments the Pres- 
ident has ever made.’ 


Don Goddard (WEAF)...‘I, for 
one, am very happy about this new 
appointment. And as an admirer of 
Mr. Davis, I am particularly happy 
because he is the man.’ 


Lowell Thomas (Blue)...‘Anyone 
who knows Davis can appreciate the 
wisdom of the choice...Everyone 
who knows him is aware of his 
downright force, his sound balance, 
his level head. So that’s why there 
is jubilation because of the appoint- 
ment of Elmer Davis. Everybody 
whe has listened to him on the radio 
approves. His old newspaper col- 
leagues are applauding. And most 
enthusiastic of all, perhaps, is the 
feeling of those among us who have 
been his co-workers in the field of 
radio news.’ 

H. V. Kaltenborn (NBC)...‘One 
of America’s outstanding radio com- 
mentators has been selected for the 
toughest job in Washington. He 
was a stalwart leader of our craft. 
We all probably worked a little 
harder because we had to compete 
with him. I don’t envy him his new 
job—it’ll be tough. But Elmer is 
a tough boy...I know Elmer Davis 
well enough to know that he will 
never try to pass the buck. But I 
also know Washington well enough 
to know that almost everyone will 
try to pass the buck to him.’ 

Fulton Lewis, Jr. (MBS)...‘He 
has his feet on the ground very 
solidly. He doesn’t indulge in any 
illusions of grandeur about his 
divine wisdom. He is my favor- 
ite of all radio news commentators. 
He’s no prima donna, he works hard, 
and he thinks bluntly and honestly. 
I’m sure that you will get honest 
treatment in the news from here 
on.’ 

Waverly Root (WINS)...‘It would 
be difficult to have made a better 
choice.’ 

John P. Kennedy (WNEW)...‘A 
|swell reporter, a swell writer, and 
a swell guy who knows far more 
than most of us commentators and 
says far less.’ 

Sydney Moseley (WMCA): ‘In con- 
gratulating Elmer Davis, I do hope 
that the Ministry’s gain will not be 
radio’s loss, for it would be too bad 
to have to do without him over the 








cials! . By the time the spiel about Gorjus (hair tonic) is over, you're 
good and sore at the sponsor. Only Norman’s own fetching style keeps 
the listener on the beam. Among added starters of late have been Martha 
Deane and Gilda Gray and, of course, it’s readily apparent that they’re 
pros the moment they hit the mike, in contrast to the giggling simpering 
manner of the average femme doing a studio audience stint. 





Co-directors of ‘Cheers from the Camps,’ soldier program Tuesday nights 4 


on CBS for General Motors, are Tom Riley, Guy della Cioppa and Fritz 
Blocki. Each handles every third broadcast, going to the origination camp 
more than two- weeks in advance to look over the local setup, audition 
talent and prepare the show. 

Tom Riley was recruited from NBC television, della Cioppa is a CBS 
director and Blocki is on leave from Benton & Bowles. ‘Cheers from the 
Camps’ is produced by the Henry Souvaine office for Campbell-Ewald 
agency. 





WNOX, operated by the Knoxville News-Sentinel, is engaged in an 
elaborate institutional advertisirg campaign in its own daily, dealing with 
the part that the station is playing in the war effort, educational, re- 
ligion and civic affairs. The ads, which are graphically illustrated, are 
studded with quotations from letters of approval received from various 
groups and authorities concerned with such endeavors. 





Mutual’s sales promotion department recently compiled a list of the 
important improvements in transmission facilities made by the network’s 
affiliates since Jan. 1, 1941. The list showed that 74% of the entire com- 
bination, or 148 outlets, came within that improved eategory. Charts 
demonstrating the improvements in detail are being furnished agencies 
and clients. 





Period which Campbell Soup has reserved for itself on CBS Sunday 
nights is 9 to 9:30 pm. Fred Allen (Texaco) will have the succeeding 
half hour when he returns to the network in the fall. 


air.’ 











Foreign Language 
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terial. It asked some months ago 
jand still hopes to obtain German and 
Italian versions of the ‘natural’ disc 
series, ‘You Can’t Do Business With 
Hifler.’ 

Without denying the careless or 
worse ones in their own family the 
linguals hold that the Government 
agencies have been doing too little 
too late also in pro-democracy in 
doctrination. A telegram was sent 
to Elmer Davis, the new War Infor- 
mation Director, on Monday (15) in 
the hope that he could sweep away 
the redtape that has prevented any- 
body in Washington from going be- 
yond ‘thank you for your suggestion, 
we shall keep it in mind.’ 

The following is the revised 
‘Voluntary Code of Wartime prac- 
tices’: 

Whereas, The foreign language 
broadcasters of America have a 
unigue opportunity and responsi- 
bility to make this channel of com- 
munication a positive force in the 





|trol Committee for transmission to 





Victory Program of the United States grams in Foreign Languages, 


Negative Side of Foreign Languag 


2. 


Operations lllustrated in Midwest 





FRANK FERRIN TO KASTOR 


Was Radio Exec at Henri, Hurst & 
McDonald 








Chicago, June 16. 

Frank W. Ferrin, for the past five 
years vice-president of Henri, Hurst 
& McDonald agency, leaves that post 
Saturday (20) to join H. W. Kastor 
agency in the Chicago office. 

Ferrin has been in the advertising 
business for many years, and during 
the stay with H-H & McD he was in 
charge of all radio work. His new 
duties at Kastor have not been de- 
fined. 


SALESMEN’S UNION 
ISSUE IN WIP STRIFE 


Philadelphia, June i6. 
The American Communications 








Association, Broadcasters Local 
(CIO), has filed a complaint with the 
National Labor Relations Board 


charging that WIP officials had re- 
fused to bargain with the union over 
the firing of Leonard Bunkin, a 
salesman. The complaint also 
charged the station with. ‘coercion, 
interference with the rights of em- 
ployees to organize in violation of 
the Wagner. Act.’ 


The union and WIP are now ne- 
gotiating for a new contract for an- 
nouncers and engineers. Bunkin, 
one of three salesmen at the station, 
has been a member of ACA since last 
Jan. 16, according to Charles Smith, 
chairman of the eastern division of 
the union. WIP execs had claimed 
that Bunkin had joined up after he 
was fired. They alleged that Bun- 
kin was bounced ‘because of reor- 
ganization of the sales staff.’ 





of America and the United Nations; 
and 

Whereas, To achieve this goal it is 
recommended that the following vol- 
untary code of wartime practices for 
American Broadcasters Presenting 
Programs in Foreign Language be 
adopted: 

1. The broadcaster will faithfully 
observe the spirit and letter of the 
Code of Wartime Practices for Amer- 
ican Broadcasters issued by the Of- 
fice of Censorship. 


2. The broadcaster will continue to 
assume complete responsibility for 
the selection, content and presenta- 
tion of all foreign language pro- 
grams. 


3. The broadcaster will carefully 
monitor and check all foreign lan- 
guage programs. A complete script 
will be obtained and approved in ad- 
vance, and any deviation from the 
script will result in the program be- 
ing cut and appropriate action taken. 
He will also give particular attention 
to remote broadcasts. 


4. The broadcaster will examine 
carefully the background of all per- 
sons connected in any way with the 
preparation or presentation of for- 
eign language programs. A question- 
naire shall be filled in by all such 
personnel. All such personnel shall 
be fingerprinted. One original and 
copy of the questionnaire, finger- 
prints, and other pertinent informa- 
tion shall be forwarded to the For- 
eign Language Radio Wartime Con- 


appropriate Government agencies. 

5. No person will be employed 
whose record indicates he may not 
faithfully cooperate with the war 
effort. 


6. Any broadcaster discharging an 
employee for failure or refusal to 
abide by this Code shall immediately 
notify the committee. 


7. The broadcaster will cooperate 
wholeheartedly with interested pub- 
lic and private agencies, and partic- 
ularly with pro-democratic groups. 
in the selection of program material. 

8. The broadcaster pledges adher- 
ence to the letter and spirit of this 
Code and will report violations 
thereof to the committee as well as 
to the appropriate authorities. 

9. The broadcaster will give par- 
ticular attention to those programs 
known as ‘Biock Time Sales.’ 

10. All foreign language programs 
will continue to contribute to the 
war effort. 

Therefore, I pledge that Station 
will abide by the Voluntary 
Code of Wartime Practices for Amer- 
ican Broadcasters Presenting Pro- 


eee ewes 
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Toledo, O., June 16. 

WSPD, Toledo, ‘has discontinued 
two of its foreign language pro- 
grams, as a result of the declaration 
of war on ‘Hungary and the general 
situation,’ station officials . an- 
nounced. The programs are a half- 
hour Polish program offered each 
Saturday morning by Mr. and Mrs, 
Mieczyslaw Friedel, and a Hun- 
garian program each Sunday morn- 
ing conducted by Poe Golombon and 
Jim Uebelhart. Latter is a staff an- 
nouncer who learned Hungarian 
through Golombon and occasionally 
has made talks in the language to 
Hungarian groups. WSPD officials 
said the programs will remain off 
the air until more definite instruc- 
tions are received from Washington, 
and possibly for the duration of the 
war. 

At WTOL, Stanley Wyszatycki has 
conducted a daily 50-minute show, 
described as an American program 
in the Polish language, in which he 
inserts a report of news bulletins in 
Polish. Arch Shawd, manager at 
WTOL, indicated the Polish program 
probably, will remain on the air, 
since Poland is an Ally and that the 
program is strictly American in na- 
ture, 





Milwaukee Dreps German 


Milwaukee, June 16. 

This ‘German’ city is _ sensitive 
about German language broadcast- 
ing. Although many shrewd ob- 
servers in the eastern polyglot areas 
feel that broadcasts in native lan- 
guages are not only useful for demo- 
cratic indoctrination but absolutely 
necessary, the viewpoint of many in 
Milwaukee is that speaking German 
is bad propaganda for Milwaukee. 
It is because of a deliberate effort 
to present an ‘American’ (i.e., Eng- 
lish-speaking) appearance to the rest 
of the country that language broad- 
casts are criticized and have been 
dropped. 

WRJN in Racine is bringing this 
matter into sharp focus by organiz- 
ing a German language program 
after WTMJ, WEMP and WISN, the 
Milwaukee licensees, have scuttled 
their own once-profitable Germanic 
programs. Not only is the Racine 
station coming into town with the 
language but it is seeking business 
support from Milwaukee participa- 
tion sponsors. 

The Racine station is actually 
operating from a Milwaukee suburb, 
West Allis, through the Wisconsin 
Federation of German-American s0- 
cieties, an anti-Nazi combine. 





The above news item constitutes, 
exactly as written, an editorial by 
itself. Because we have declared 
war on Hungary a Hungarian lan- 
guage program is dropped. It does 
not occur to the station apparently 
that the need for Hungarian lan- 
guage broadcasting increases rather 
than decreases under the circum- 
stances and that it might serve 
democracy more to continue demo- 
cratic propaganda in the enemy’s 
language rather than a station sim- 
ply taking refuge in retreat and 
abandonment. 

The news item also reports WSPD 
dropping Polish language broadcast- 
ing although the Poles are our 
Allies. This seems to be a case of 
finding it less trouble to do nothing 
than to study the problem and apply 
intelligent safeguards and direction. 
The station is quoted, again, as wait- 
ing for ‘more definite instructions 
from Washington.’ 

What WSPD’s action and motives 
suggest is no more nor worse than 
what has been typical of other sta- 
tions. These have run away from 
their foreign languages rather than 
remained and done a job for democ- 
racy. They have been confused and 
oe by criticism or danger.— 





Christian Scientists Quit | 
WMCA for WQXR, N. Y. 


Christian Science church of New 
York has shifted its radio series 
from WMCA, New York, to WQXR, 
New York, effective July 5. Account 
has used the former outlet for some 
years. Deal for 52 weeks was set 
with WQXR by the Christian 
Science Radio Committee of Greater 
New York. 

Calls for services from one of the 
denomination’s churches in New 
York 11 am. to 12:15 noon the first 
and third Sundays of each month, 
and a lecture 3-4 p.m. the second 
Sunday. Broadcasts will originate 
at different,chyrches each month, 
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FIRST LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT SPY HUNT 
SAYS FLY. IN RADIO BILL APPEARANCE 





Caldwell, in Extended Commentary on FCC Regula- 
tion, Sees Evils of McNinch Regime Overcome— 


Fly Has Tried to Clarify Policy 





Washington, June 16. 


Chairman James L. Fly of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion appeared last week before the 
House Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee hearing testimony on the 
Sanders Bill which, if made into 
law, would change existing radio 
statutes and outlaw pending anti- 
monopoly reforms formulated by 
Fly. While his network enemies 
looked on in exasperation the ad- 
roit chairman avoided a written 
statement, which would immediately 
have been masterminded by his 
critics, and instead took Congress- 
men on a side tour devoted to run- 
ning down enemy spy and propa- 
ganda stations. The House group, 
reportedly primed with hostile in- 
terrogations, listened in fascination 
to the chairman's detective stories 
and for several hours appeared ob- 
livious to the net-work-raised ques- 
tion whether the radio regulators 
have abused their powers or neg- 
lected their duties in regard to com- 
mercial broadcasting on the home 
front. . 

Using the loud pedal on the Com- 
mish importance to war activities, 
Fly described himself first as chair- 
man of the Defense Communications 
Board, putting the FCC in secondary 
place. With fellow-members and the 
more important staffers ready to 
supply detailed information, he told 
the lawmakers he would get around 
eventually to the ‘topics pressed on 
the Committee by parties with a 
special interest’ and will discuss the 
proposed reform legislation para- 
graph by paragraph. 

As for broadcasting, Fly told the 
House Committee the Commish has 
taken the view that ‘it ought to be 
held in status quo for the duration— 
everybody ought to dig in and put 
his shoulder to the wheel.’ But reg- 
ulating commercial stations is a 
décidedly minor job at present, he 
observed, and the most significant 
phase of Commish activities at pres- 
ent is policing the ether, watching 
out for unauthorized transmissions 
and weighing Axis propaganda. 

Even in normal times, there are a 
‘vast lot’ of other duties besides 
riding herd on networks and com- 
mercial broadcasters, he reminded 
the legislators. All the talk so far, 
he suggested, has been about the 
FCC’s dealings with only one phase 
of the broad communications field, 
with no discussion of such matters as 
aeronautical and ship radio, cables, 
and telephone tariffs. 


Commenting that monitoring takes 
the time of half the force and about 
the same proportion of appropria- 
tions, Fly reported the Commish has 
probed 5,102 cases since the spring 
of 1940, hundreds of them at the re- 
quest of the Army, Navy, and Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation. He 
told how FCC eaves-droppers lo- 
cated the Axis propaganda blarer 
‘DEBUNK’ and helped the G-men 
round up a mess of Nazi spies con- 
victed in New York several months 
ago, 


Louis Caldwell Praises 
FCC With Reservations 


4 As virtually the only witness who 
didn’t just wail 
Commish or opposing elements in 
the industry or who didn’t boast- 
fully tell what a fine job he or his 
group is doing, Louis Caldwell 
had previously given the legislators 
much thought-provoking testimony 
about shortcomings of the present 


law and regulatory machinery. He 
advised the House group. the 
McNinch-Dempsey-Koplowitz influ- 


ence still motivates much of the 
Commish, segregating or quarantin- 
ing the common carrier regulators is 
impracticable and undesirable, there 
has been too much censorship by the 
doghouse method, and the public in- 
terest formula has been stretched 
too far. 

Chief trouble, Caldwell main- 
tained, is the way the regulators 
have interpreted the statute, not the 
jaw itself. While it is subject to 
improvement in several directions, 
the 1934 Communications Act ‘is one 
of the best drafted and most finely 
conceived of the many statutes 
which serve as charters for Federal 
administrative agencies.” The San- 
ders bill, he. remarked, ‘proposes 


about either the | 


some changes in the law that are 
sound and should be eventually 
adopted’ but still has ‘too broad or 
too drastic’ clauses that should be 
revised and some features that are 
‘either unnecessary or wholly un- 
sound.’ 

Caldwell’s principal dissatisfaction 
with the bill was the possibility it 
will tie up the regulators and the 
industry in too much red tape and 
it puts an undue amount of em- 
phasis on broadcasting. The Mutual 
attorney advised Congress not to be 
too specific in saying what the regu- 
lators can do or how they should do 
it. Overly-detailed provisions are 
the worst feature of the Sanders 
bill, in his estimation. 


Dragging Skeletons Out 
Of Some Radio Closets 


The Commission deserves some 
commendation, Caldwell argued, for 
dragging skeletons out of closets and 
forcing issues. By proposing con- 
crete regulations, rather than back- 
room theories, the regulators have 
given the industry clearer ideas of 
what it can and can’t do. On the 
whole, it is beneficial to have poli- 
cies and standards set down in black 
and white, rather than be subjected 
to regulation by hit and miss 
methods, he observed. 


There is room for improvement of 
the law, both on the procedural and 
substantive side, Caldwell acknowl- 
edged, but the most serious problem 
is the way the Commish has con- 
strued the law rather than anything 
in the statute itself. Trouble also 
has resulted from failure of the 
courts to ‘follow either the language 
or the intent’ of Congress. 


Issuance of regulations—such as 
the chain broadcasting reforms—is 
both desirable and proper, the Mu- 
tual barrister maintained. Only in 
this way can regulated persons know 
or find out ‘what their rights and 
duties are in advance of action which 
may otherwise subject them to 
penalties. To his mind, ‘there is 
much better assurance that the prin- 
ciple will be uniformly applied’ 
when it is spelled out specifically. 
Discrimination becomes obvious if 
the rules are written down for 
everybody to read, while unjust or 
unworkable regulations can be modi- 
fied or repealed. 


‘Great Confusion’ During 
MeNinch Administration 


‘I know of no more crying need 
for improvement in the administra- 
tive process than to encourage 
agencies to express their policies by 
this method of making law,’ Cald- 
well observed. ‘Whatever you may 
think of the Commission’s network 
regulations, or of its pending inves- 
tigation of newspaper ownership of 
broadcasting stations, or of its tele- 
vision or frequency modulation 
regulations, it has for the past two 
or three years endeavored increas- 
ingly to bring its policies out into 
the open in the form of regulations, 
‘after full and fair hearing, where 
their actions can be examined and 
criticised as they have in this very 
hearing.’ 
| During the McNinch regime, Cald- 








confusion and* uncertainty, with 
policies being ‘buried in written de- 
cisions in particular cases or, what 


is worse, talked about only behind 
closed doors and in chambers.’ For 
many years the regulators somer- 
|saulted frequently, he declared, as 
evidenced by an analysis showing 
that out of ten types of actions re- 
garding network affiliation there 
were decisions both ways. In the 
old days, he noted, an applicant go- 
ing before the Commish ‘knew that 
the matter of chain affiliation might 
prove important but you didn’t have 
the slightest idea whether it would 
be a point for you or against you.’ 
Similarly with regard to newspaper 
ownership, the Commish in denying 
tickets to publishers ‘would not give 
its real reason frankly and openly’ 
but resorted to subterfuges. 


Commending the regulators for 
holding hearings on both the net- 
work and newspaper-ownership mat- 
| ters, Caldwell said ‘this course is to 
the Commission’s credit and much to 
be preferred over the former state 
of affairs that obtained during the 





| 
well acknowledged, there was great | 





administration of the former chair- 
man.’ 


Public Interest Goes 
Beyond Technical Issues 


Though he was uneasy about the 
ex post facto censorship aspects of 
Commish regulatory methods and 
does not believe newspapers can be 
forbidden to own stations, Caldwell 
took issue with legal associates who 
maintain the Commish can regulate 
only purely technical phases of com- 
mercial broadcasting. He said the 
Act has several plain indications 
Congress expected the FCC to go 
beyond the scientific problems. It 
is impossible to apply the public 
interest formula, he said, without 
considering social and economic fac- 
tors. If only physical matters are 
to be considered, he suggested, sta- 
tions should be located at given in- 
tervals determined solely by inter- 
ference and without regard to pop- 
ulation or economic support. The 
regulators must strike a balance be- 
tween conflicting conditions, he 
added. 

The idea—as advanced by NBC 
and CBS—that the Commish is 
powerless to do anything to check 
monopolies until the courts have 
established the existence of a mo- 
nopoly is poorly founded, Caldwell 
argued. Such an interpretation of 
the statute ‘flies right in the face of 
what was said and understood both 
in the House and the Senate.’ 

The N.A.B-sponsored amendment 
lifting language from the Supreme 
Court decision in the Sanders Bros. 
(Dubuque) case has been misunder- 
stood, Caldwell maintained. Though 
dressed up as a free speech protec- 
tor, this proposal would deprive the 
Commish of power to _ regulate 
phases of the business which require 
Federal supervision. The Sanders 
decision, he added, has been fre- 
quently misquoted. It doesn’t say 
the Commish has no right to con- 
sider competition in administering 
the public interest clause but, to the 
contrary, fits in with the idea of a 
‘free market.’ If all the outlets in 
the leading cities are tied up under 
time options, there can be no ‘free 
market,’ he said. If the Commish is 
forbidden to take into account the 
proposition of competition, Congress 
would be compelling the regulatory 
agency to be ‘an accessory before 
the fact to building up an unlawful 
monopoly or a restraint of trade.’ 

The worst feature about Commish 
procedure, Caldwell explained, is 
the failure to have independent 
examiners and the mingling of 
judge-jury-prosecutor functions. It 
would be unwise to specify the pro- 
cedure too much by law, but there 
should be separation of these duties. 
The Sanders bill, however, 
nothing of the sort.’ 


Longer Licenses Needed 
To Encourage Stability 


The law should provide much 
longer licenses than at present— 
even up to 20 years—in order to 
provide stability, Caldwell advised. 
Since the Commish has the right to 
revoke permits, no harm would 
come from giving virtually undated 
tickets. He says there is no more 
reason for limiting license periods 
than there is for making railroads 
get operating permits periodically. 
Under present conditions, the Com- 





mish uses an unfair method of 
spanking offenders and _ requires 
| ticket-holders to prove their inno- 
cence whenever accusations are 
|made. By trying licensees when 
they seek renewals, the Commish 
has thrown traditional legal proc- 
esses into reverse gear, he opined. 


Paul Spearman Bombards 
Clear Channel Boys 


Barrage was thrown by Paul 
Spearman at the clear-channelites. 
Pouring his wrath on Victor Sholis, 
director of the Clear Channel Broad- 
casting Service, and blasting the 
idea of superpower, Spearman sar- 
castically commented the I-A plants 
always profess to be a friend of the 
farmer when their wattages are en- 
dangered but don’t love the rural 
listeners enough to move away from 
juicy markets. 

Instead of raising the wattage 
limits, the Commish will do much 
more to promote public interest by 
spotting additional stations on the 
reserved frequencies, Spearman 
maintained. He poured out all the 
arguments registered with the FCC 
in the 1936 engineering hearings and 
at the trial of WLW, Cincinnati, 
using the Commission’s social and 








‘does | 


economic report of 1937 as his bible. 

‘The Clear Channel Group at- 
tempts to justify the use of more 
and more power on the ground that 
this would make possible their 
reaching these remote listeners, 
when a different distribution of the 
stations involved would accomplish 
the same purposes and would be in 
keeping with the requirements of 
Section 307 (b) of the Act,’ Spear- 
man declared. 


Real interest of the regionals, 
Spearman frankly ccnceded, is fear 
of lost business. Though he pointed 
with pride at the I-B’s accomplish- 
ments and contributions to public 
welfare, he trotted out the financial 
considerations and told the law- 
makers that 500 kw. would topple 
the whole industry by throwing all 
prcfitable business to the big boys. 


While denying he was motivated 
by friendliness for Crosley, Rep. 
Clarence Brown of Ohio quibbled at 
length with Spearman and chal- 
lenged his reasoning that super- 
power would jeopardize smaller 
stations. How does it happen, 
Brown queried, that other transmit- 
ters in the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana 
area all enjoyed increasing time 
sales while WLW was using 500 kw.? 
That is explained by the general 
rise in radio advertising, Spearman 
retorted. Brown maintained local 
advertisers, unable to pay the higher 
tariffs of the behemoths, will turn 
to lower power classes for service. 


When Spearman argued the most 
lavish programs will concentrate on 
the most powerful stations and thus 
reduce the appeal of lower-wattage 
outlets, Brown snapped that Con- 
gress is much more concerned about 
service for the public than in the 
relative divvy of different classes of 
broadcasters. You can't get any 
service from the bulk of the indus- 
try if the profits don’t exist, Spear- 
man shot back. The Ohioan praised 
the Commish for adhering to the 
clear-channel theory, saying the I-A 
plants have done more to serve 
rural listeners than any other group. 
He particularly commended WLW 
for its agricultural programs. 


The idea of fixing power limits by 
statute didn’t appeal to another com- 
mitteeman. Pointing out that Con- 
gress has to leave technical ques- 
tions to expert groups, Rep. Charles 
Halleck, of Indiana, doubted the wis- 
dom of attempting to say how much 
juice is necessary for efficient oper- 
ation. The power for all classes ex- 
cept I-A plants is fixed by the Ha- 
vana Treaty, Spearman pointed out, 
so there is ample precedent for 
nailing down a 50 kw. roof. 











Evans-Anderson 


Continued from page 1 














sulted in the suggestion that the 
English star and Miss Anderson tour 
the camps next season. 


Another point that should interest 
the USO-Camp Show outfit is the 
fact that the men want more legit 
shows rather than a succession of 
vaude-revues. Only two _legiters 
played the camps up to the time 
that ‘Macbeth’ came along as an ex- 
periment, 


At the invitation of a former 
American ambassador, Evans went 
to Washington last week. Proposal 
is that the players in the Shake- 
spearen troupe get $50 weekly, 
Equity’s minimum, the players to be 
taken care of in officers quarters. 
Evans is said to have okayed the 
plan without hesitation, and, before 
she went to Hollywood on a picture 
job, Miss Anderson is reported to 
have said, okay, too. She hails from 
Australia; Evans from England.. 

There was some mixup attendant 
the Camp Meade appearances, 
which there were three. 
cast objected to the manner in which 
Evans announced the camp date, in 
|a take it or leave it attitude. They 
| voiced their objection to Equity, but 
hardly in the form that Evans is sub- 
|ject to charges. 
| have it established that because they 
did not play Meade their patriotism 
should not be questioned. Under- 
stood that understudies went on for 
John, Ireland, Herbert Rudley, Irv- 
ing Morrow, Henry Brandon and 
John McQuade. 

Camp Meade date is stated to have 
cost Evans more than $2,000 per- 
sonally. He paid the actors $5 per 
day and took care of transportation. 
Commissary is reported having 
charged each player a small sum 
for accommodations, 











Place Hank Keene Discs 


Buffalo, June 16. 
Velvet Tobacco Co. through New- 
ell-Emmett placed ‘Hank Keene in 
Town’ platters on WBEN in 17:45 
_ Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
slot. 
Pact is for 13 weeks. 








of | 
Five in the | 





Actors wished to | and Gene 
|screen writer. 











Pix Gun for Gals 


Continued from page 3 


place them? After all, the kind of 
men they want for these roles is 
the kind that’s needed by Mr. 
Whiskers. Therefore, the industry 
has taken the sensible course. 


It’s committed now to stressing 
two things (a) women stars and (b) 
story values, in their productions, 
which roughly is the way things 
were at the close of the last war. 

By way of adduced testimony, 
consider the following list of box- 
office names, as of 1918, with par- 
ticular reference to the preponder- 
ance of feminine stars. Also, for the 
most part, to the comparatively 
elderly status of the males: 


Women — Olive Thomas, Mary 
Miles Minter, Gloria Swanson, Pola 
Negri, Mabel Normand, Mary Pick- 
ford, the Talmadges, the Gishes, Lois 
Wilson, Juanita Hansen, Marguerite 
Clark, Clara Kimball Young, Viola 
Dana, Shirley Mason, Irene Castle, 
Theda Bara, Ethel Clayton, Valeska 
Surratt, Nazimova; Mae Busch, Lot- 
tie Pickford, Jetta Goudal, Geraldine 
Farrar, Dorothy Dalton, Anna Q, 
Nilsson, Julia Faye and Mary Thur- 


man, among others. 


Men—Harold Lloyd, Douglas Faire 
banks, Wallace Reid, Tom Meighan, 
House Peters, Jack Mulhall, Wile 
liam S. Hart, Milton Sills, Tom Mix, 
Jack Pickford, Dick Barthelmess, J. 
Warren Kerrigan, Charlie aplin, 
Eugene O’Brien, Lew Cody and 
Francis X. Bushman, 


“To the Ladies 

In other words, most of the bright 
young men, whose names had adorne 
ed theatre marquees, went toddling 
off with a gun on the shoulder, leav- 
ing the field to the ladies and a few 
name guys of indeterminate age 
whose physical charms fell within 
that rather disquieting state known 
as ‘well preserved.’ Without nam- 
ing any names, there are quite some 
few of the latter on the scene now, 

They'll be a great help, too, in 
view of the announced policy at 
various lots which tried to keep up 
with the draft-and-enlistment situa- 
tion and finished far out of the 
money. 

Warners, for example, now has 
a pair of potential stars in Paul Hen- 
ried and Gig Young but beyond that 
will make little or no attempt to re- 
place Wayne Morris, Ronald Reagan, 
Jeffrey Lynn and George Brent who, 
one after another, have gone to the 
wars. For the kind who qualify 


|; physically are the kind Uncle Sam 


is most interested in. 

That’s why 20th-Fox and Metro 
will do nothing about the imminent 
departure of Tyrone Power, Van 
Heflin and Victor Mature, among 
others. All three are going into the 
service as soon as their present pic- 
ture commitments are finished. 
Metro also lost James Stewart early 
in the game, as did Paramount in 
the case of William Holden. 

Metro’s reply, at the, time, was to 
develop Heflin to a point where he 
was definitely boxoffice, only to lose 
him as soon as his value became en- 
hanced. So they’ve decided that the 
result isn’t worth the effort. e 

Universal could have told them 
about that long before. It lost its 
only leading man, Robert Cummings, 
right off the bat—or rather right off 
the bugle. It next advanced Robert 
Weldon to the spot and he was 
called the second day he was on 
the lot. Then it tried with Frank 
Kelly. He made one Picture and 
was drafted. After that, Universal 
decided it was playing a losing hand. 











Barrymore Estate 


Continued from page 3 


‘more than $10,000,’ are Lionel Bar- 
rymore, Gordon Levoy, his attorney, 
Fowler, novelist and 
Among the proper- 
ties listed was a ‘possible interest’ 
in hilltop mansion in Beverly Hills, 
an automobile, various personal ef- 
fects and an undisclosed amount of 
cash, 

Among the heirlooms were a let- 
ter written by Abraham Lincoln to 
the actor’s grandmother, Louisa 
Drew, stage star of Civil War times; 
a crayon portrait of Barrymore by 
John Singer Sargent, and a marble 
bust carved in his younger days. 
The letter and portrait were left to 
Dolores and the bust to John Blythe. 
His dog, Viola, was bequeathed to 
Mar Nishimura, his Japanese ex- 
gardener, now in an internment camp. 
West of the estate will be divided 
equally among the three children. 

One provision of the will was that 
the executors employ two doctors 
to prevent any pos;ibility of his be- 
ing buried alive. 
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4 Concerts Each in New York City 


Set By NCAC. Columbia in 42-°43 


vv 





Running slightly behind last year’s 
pookings at the present time, but 
good enough to be decidedly en- 
couraging, Columbia Concerts Corp. 


and the National Concert & Artists 
Corp. have each set approximately 
40 concerts apiece by artists under 
their managements for Town and 
Carnegie halls, in Manhattan. Each 
of these concerts represents an out- 
lay of $500 minimum to $1,500 on 
the part of the participating artist, 
with less than 10% breaking even 
and an even smaller number mak- 
ing money. 

New York is important, of course, 
to artists, hoping to reap good news- 
paper reviews which will sell them 
over the country. 

The list of these set by the Na- 
tional Concert & Artists Corp. at 
Town Hall is as follows: Alexander 
Sved, Oct. 15; Miklos Schwalb, Nov. 
27; Christine Goff, Novy. 18; Arthur 
Dann, Nov. 16; Mary Becker, Nov. 
10; Stanley Need, Feb. 3; Samuel 
Dushkin, Dec. 8, Jan. 12 and Feb. 8; 
Bernardo Segall, Oct. 12, Jan. 10, 
Feb. 15; Alexander Uninsky, Oct. 21; 
Miriam Solovieff, Oct. 23; Roman To- 
tenberg, Oct. 26; Thomas Thomas, 
Oct. 30; Conrad Tribault, Nov. 1; 
Doris Doe, Nov. 2; Roland Gundry, 
Nov. 6; Jan Smeterlin, Dec. 4; 
Jacques Abram, Dec. 14; Alexander 
Brailowsky, Jan. 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 
19 and 26; John Charles Thomas, 
March 8; Louis Kaufman, March 17. 
The NCAC artists to appear at Car- 


negie Hall will be Fritz Kreisler, 
Oct. 31; Serge Rachmaninoff, Nov, 


° 


7; Gyorgy Sandor, Nov. 20; Josef 
Lhevinne, Nov. 22: Efrem Zimbalist, 
Jan. 19; and Nathan Milstein, .Dec. 
11. 

Columbia Concerts 
Hall includes Tapia Caballero, Oct. 
16; Dorothy Baker, Oct. 19; Paul 
Makovsky, Oct. 21; Maxim Schapiro, 
Oct. 25: Michael Zadora, Oct. 27; 
Leon Kushner, Nov. 8: Eddie Katz, 
Nov. 9: Marjory Hess, 
Povla Frijsh, Nov. 20; Grace 
tagnetta, Nov. 22: Ida Krehm, Nov. 
29: Henri Temianka, Nov. 30: Lotte 
Lehmann, Dec. 6; Trapp Family 
Singers, Dec. 6 and 13; General 
Platoff’s Cossacks, Jan. 3; David 
Soyer, Jan. 8; Stuart Gracey, Jan. 
10; Bach Circle, Jan. 18: Guiomar 
Novaes, Feb. 6; winner of Brazilian 
pianistic award, Feb. 17; Bach Circle, 
March 1; Joseph Rabushka, March 
12; Adolph Busch and Chamber 
Music Players, March 26, April 2, 


list at Town 


Cas- 


9, 16; and Francesco Mendelssohn, 
April 1, Those Columbia artists to 
appear at Carnegie Hall will in- 


clude Ray Lev, Nov. 4; Albert Spald- 
ing, Nov. 8; Ernest Hutcheson, Nov. 
11; Jascha Heifetz, Nov. 17; Rudolf 
Serkin, Dec. 1; Zino Francescatti, 
Dec. 4; Vronsky and Babin, Dec. 8; 
Paul Robeson, Dec, 27; Robert Ca- 
Sadesus, Feb. 3: Josef Hofmann, 
March 20; and Nelson Eddy, April 2. 


MONTREAL SETS 
OPERA SEASON 





Montreal, June 16. 
A season of opera at His Ma- 
jesty’s theatre under the direction 
of Sir Thomas is being 
planned here. Season is tentatively 


set from Sept. 15 to Sept. 27. Operas 
planned are ‘Seraglio,” ‘Don Gio- 
vanni,’ ‘Tosca,’ ‘Barber of Seville,’ 
“Werther’ and ‘Romeo et Juliet.’ 

Most of the singers will be from 
the Metrogolitan Opera Co. Casting 
is now going on in N, Y. 


Beecham 





Gambarelli’s D. C. Date 


Washington, June 16. 
Maria Gambarelli, premiere dan- 
seuse of the Met, opens the Na- 
tional Symphony Orchestra season 
at the Water Gate here June 19. 
The dancer will present five selec- 
tions plus encores. 





Florence Kirk to B. A. 
Florence Kirk, dramatic soprano, 
has been engaged by the Teatro 
Colon of Buenos Aires for eight per- 


formances of Verdi’s ‘Macbeth’ and 
‘Aida’ and leaves June 25 for that 
city. 

She then goes to Rio for that opera 
season. 


Nov. 15: 








| Licia Albanese, 


| Petina, Olive Ponitz, 





Noble Cain, R. Harris At 
Austin, Tex., Music Clinic 


Austin, Texas, June 16. 
Noble Cain and Roy Harris wil] be 
among the composers and conductors 


who will teach high schoo! students | 
attending a special music clinic be- | 


ing held here and which 
Monday (15). 

The clinic will be held here at 
the University of Texas with Dr. 
Archie N. Jones, professor of music, 
in charge. Courses offered include 
work in chorus, orchestra and band 
music. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
OPERA TAKING 
SHAPE 


° San Francisco, June 16. 

Prospectus for the 1942-43 opera 
season, the 20th,of San Francisco's 
existence under the guidance of 
Gaetano Merola, lists 19 operas from 
which the repertoire will be chosen. 
The season is scheduled to start Oct. 
9 and end Nov. 1, with a possible 
additional week in Los Angeles if 
transportation difficulties 
worked out. 

Operas from which the repertoire 
will be chosen are: ‘Aida.’ ‘Barber of 
Seville,’ ‘Bartered Bride,’ ‘Boheme.’ 
‘Carmen,’ ‘Cavalleria 
‘Daufghter of the Regiment,’ ‘Le Coq 
d’Or,’ ‘Elisir d’Amore,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘Fle- 
dermaus,’ ‘Girl of the Golden West,’ 
‘Lucia,’ ‘L’Amore Dei Tre _ Rei, 
‘Manon,’ ‘Ballo in Maschera,’ ‘Nozze 
di Figaro,’ ‘Pagliacci’ and ‘Traviata.’ 

Some of the proposed artists are 
Josephine Antoine, 
Margit Bokor, Bruna Castagna, Irra 
Stella Roman, 
Bidu Sayao, Rise Stevens, Jean Ten- 
nyson, Thelma Votipka, Alessio de 
Paolis, Frederick Jagel, Raoul Jobir, 
Charles Kullman, Jan Peerce, Franco 
Perulli, Marek Windheim, 
Alvary, Douglas Beattie, Salvatore 
Baccaloni, Richard Bonelli, 
Brownlee, George Cehanovsky, Ezio 
Pinza and Robert Weede. Conduc- 
tors and assistants will be Merola, 
Walter Herbert, Pierre Monteux, 
Pietro Cimara and Antonio Dell’ 
Orefice. Armando Agnini and Her- 
bert Graf will be the stage directors, 
and Giacomo Spadoni will be chorus 
master. Other artists will be added 
to the list. Season calls for 19 per- 
formances at an approximate cost of 
$300,000. 

The San Francisco Opera 
pany has taken cognizance of the 
war and its financial drain, even in 
the top hat sector, by announcing 
prices for its 20th season, will be 
substantially scaled downward, 

Season tickets in the orchestra for 
the regular series of 10 performances 
were slashed from the last year fig- 
use of $70.60 to $60.50. Other prices 
have been similarly cut. 


ANTOINE ON CARNATION 


started 











Met Coeoloratura Booked Well Into 
Winter Already 
Josephine Antoine has been chosen 
as the soloist on the Carnation Milk 
on NBC Monday 
evenings. singer had been on 


from Chicago 
The 
three weeks, pending the selection 
of a permanent soloist, and has 16 


weeks to go to Sept. 28. 


} 
came after several coloraturas had 


been tested. 
The Met coloratura sings June 18 


with the Toronto Philharmonic and 
June 24 with the National Symphony 
of Washington. She will sing with 
the Cincinnati Opera Co, in late July 
and early August in ‘Mignon,’ ‘Lucia’ 
and possibly ‘Rigoletto’ and then go 
to Chautauqua for performances of 
the ‘Barber of Seville’ and concerts. 
In the fall she goes to the San Fran- 
cisco Opera Co., reporting Oct. 12 for 
the full season, the Chicago Opera 
Co. and then back to the Met. 


She opens her concert tour on the 


Pacific coast and will pick up the 
balance of the Met quartet there, 
these being Frederick Jagel, Karin 


Branzell and John Brownlee. 


} 


11 YEARS OF FRICTION? 





Golschmann Donates 
Won't Tolerate Scipione Guidi | 





St. Louis, June 16. 
Viadimir Golschmann, maestro of 
the St. Louis symph orch, last week 


donated $3,000 to the organization's | 


|/Maintenance fund which is still shy | 


$15,000 of the sum needed to carry on | 
next season’s sked. Ho-vever, the feud | 
between Golschmann and Scipione | 
Guidi, concert master of the orch | 


re” {Canadian Concert Gross for ‘41-42 
- Estimated $30,000 Over Year Before; 





Outlook for Coming Season Good 


Victor Cuts An Album; 


can be] 


Rusticana,’ 
' 


Lorenzo | 


John | 


Com- | 


Her choice | 


being the signing of a petition for 
Guidi’s retention by 200 music 
lovers. 

The document has been sent to the 
orch’s executive board but to date 
no action has been taken. The trou- 
ble began 11 years ago and Golsch- 
mann recently was quoted as de- 
claring he would not stand for a 
12th season with Guidi antagonizing 
him. The feud broke into the open 
recently when the orch was making 
recordings, the first time in 20 years. 
Guidi’s friends have rallied to his 
support and a showdown is ex- 
pected when the biggies of the or- 
ganization meet to dish out new 
tickets for next season. 

In sending his donation for the 
maintenance fund Golschmann wrote 


it seems, alas, that because we are 
lacking several thousand dollars it 
will be impossible next season to 
preserve the entire string section.’ 
A drive to obtain the needed $15,000 
is still under way. 





London Summer Concerts 
(Boosey & Hawkes) Move 
Into Wigmore Hall 


London, June 16. 
The annual London Summer Con- 
cert Series of Boosey & Hawkes 
started at Aeolian Hall May 29 and 





|and 9. Admission prices range from 
one to five shillings. 

Some of the works presented in- 
;cluded Schoenberg’s ‘Pierrot Lu- 
| naire,’ with Hedi Anderson as soloist 
; under Erwin Stein, and William Wal- 
ton’s ‘Facade.’ String quartets, suits 
and concertos of the old and mod- 


made up the balance ‘of the pro- 
grams, which were also broadcast by 
BBC. 





“GYPSY BARON’ (RARE) 
_ REVIVING IN NEW YORK 


‘The 





Johann Strauss’s Gypsy 


|N. Y. since 1929 and not at the Met 
| since 1906 will be given by the Com- 
mittee for the Preservation of 
|strian Art and Culture at the Cos- 
mopolitan Opera House, June 19 and 
20. A symphony orchestra of 45 
| under Robert Stolz will be used. 

| Cast includes Margit Bokor, Mario 

Berini, Christina Carroll. Ralph 

Herbert, Frederick Destal, Kar! Far- 
kas, Theresa Gerson, Helene Arden 
fand John Garris. Admission is 
| scaled at 83c to $3.30. 

William Kappell, .9 year old pian- 
ist and winner of the 1942 Town 
Hall Endowment series, will play a 
new piano concerto by the Russian- 





| tOurian at Lewisohn Stadium, July 18 


Grace Moore Quits 


from Philadelphia, ‘I have hoped the | 
orchestra might be kept intact. Now | 


transferred to Wigmore Hall June 1 


ernistic schools with featured soloists | 


Baron,’ which has not been done in| 


Au- | 


Armenian composer, Aram Khatcha- | 


still rages, the latest development | First Since Shellac Crisis 


| RCA Victor will make its first im- 
| portant classical cutting since the 
jban on shellac when on June 22 at 
its studio at 24th street, N. Y., it 
_will make an album of eight sides of 
‘recordings from light operas. Doro- 
thy Kirsten and Felix Knight will 
ibe the soloists in the recordings. 

Operattas to be used are ‘Naughty 
Marietta,’ ‘Maytime, ‘Sweethearts,’ 
‘‘Chocolate Soldier,” ‘New Moon,’ 
‘Irene,’ ‘Desert Song’ and ‘Student 
/Prince.’ The Victor concert orches- 
tra will be under Leonard Joy. 


CAMPUS DATES 
WAIT ON FALL 
GUESSING 


Concert bookings have been sev- 
erely disrupted for next year by the 
| inability of many colleges to set 
their annual courses, The uncer- 
tainty of registration among men has 
caused many’ of the nation’s 300 
colleges that sponsor concert courses 
to let their bookings ride until Fall 








| 
| 


with about one third or 100 booked 
now against 75% of the courses 
completely filled during normal 
years. 


Since each college presents three 
to five attractions, this means some 
750-1.000 dates averaging $1,000 each 
have as yet to be set. Many sched- 
ules of artists are so balled up that 
few, if any, are certain where they 
will concertize. Among some of the 
schocls whose eourses have been set 


are Princeton, Dartmouth, Yale, 
Cornell, Smith, Oberlin, U. of Wis- 
consin, U. of N. Dakota, Leland- 


Stanford, Claremont, U. of Oregon, 
| U. of Seattle, Winthrop, Duke, Clem- 
ison Agricultural College, Alabama, 
Peabody Conservatory, Bob Jones 
University, Ward Belmont, U. of 
Michigan, U. of Tennessee and 
Lehigh. 


Boston Esplanaders Go On 


Boston, June 16. 


The war will not interfere with 
the Esplanade concerts this season, 
which have drawn music lovers 


throughout this section to the shell 
on the Charles River for 14 years. 
| Arthur Fiedler, founder and con- 
ductor of the series, announced they 
will open in mid-July and will be 
in the nature of ‘twilight concerts,’ 
beginning at 7 p.m. and ending at 
| dusk, to conform with dim-out regu- 
lations. 

There will be 24 concerts this sea- 
son instead of the usual 20, and in 
addition there will be special pro- 
grams each morning for the ehildren 
and for the elders who accompany 
them. 


Columbia Concert 


With Agency 12 Years—Fred Schang Becomes 


Grace Moore has left Columbia 
Concerts Corp. under whose man- 
|agement she had been for the past 
{12 years. Now considering offers 
'from other managements. Negotia- 
tions with So] Hurok are the most 
likely to jeil. 

The singer declared she left Co- 
lumbia because the people who al- 
ways managed her have gone into 
the war. In this remark she referred 
to Fred Schang who has 
and represented her for a dozen 
years and who joins the army June 
27 as a Captain. The singer also 
expressed some dissatisfaction with 
the Columbia management. Miss 
Moore's earnings under Columbia's 
management had never dropped be- 
low $100,000 annually. 

Schang, vice-president of Colum- 





managed | 


Army Captain—Hurok May Manage Singer 


bia, leaves for Miami June 27 to 
|receive training. He is 49. 

| Miss Moore’s quitting marks the 
second name personality lost by Co- 
jlumbia in the last two weeks. The 
other is Vladimir Horowitz, the 
| pianist who's to be repped by Annie 
| Friedberg. 





| 
Cincy Opera Addenda 
Cincinnati, June 16. 
Additions to the list of artists en- 
gaged for Cincy 
jinclude Vivian Della Chiesa, who 
| will sing in ‘Boheme’ June 30 and 
| July 3, and Marita Farell who sings 
|‘Pagliacei,” ‘Carmen’ and Mansel 


|und Gretel’ the last. week of July 


jand the first week of August. 


the opera season 


Montreal, June 16. 

The Canadian concert business has 
held up surprisingly well, war or no 
war, during the past year, and Can- 
ada, with a normal gross of $300,000 
for its annual concerts (against $5,- 
000,000 in the U. S.), did some $360,- 
000-$50,000 better last year than the 
year before, with prospects for the 
1942-43 season even better. 

This is even more surprising con- 
sidering the high tax rate on amuse- 
ments, which has seen a falling off in 
some other theatrical fields. Canada 
has 30 cities which present concerts. 
The majority of these range from 
$3,000-$7,000 each in gross, with Ot- 
tawa at $25,000, Winnipeg and Van- 
couver at the same figure, Montreal 
at $50,000, and Toronto at $100,000 
being the largest. Based on figures 
received from the varied cities on 
last. year’s grosses, an estimated 
$334,000 was paid in Canada for con- 
certs, with a probable $20,000 lost in 
the computation shuffle. 

Canada’s biggest concert course is 
in Winnipeg, with Fred Gee the im- 
presario. This is probably the big- 
gést course in either the U. S. or 
Canada, which means the world. Gee 
presents 11 attractions, al] of stellar 
artists, and pays $25,000 for them. 
His course for the 1942-43 season in- 
cludes Robert Casadesus, Richard 
Crooks, Albert Snalding, John Dud- 
ley, the Minneapolis Symphony, Car- 
men Amaya, Marian Anderson, the 
Don Cossacks, Claudio Arrau, Duso- 
lina Giannini and John Charles 
Thomas. 

Hilker’s Series 


Another well-known impresario is 
J. Gordon Hilker, who runs courses 
in Vancouver, Calgary and. Vicio: ‘a. 
The Calgary course, at a price range 
from 90c. to $2.20, will present Car- 
men Amaya in October, Don Cos- 
sacks in November, Crooks in Jan- 
uary, the ‘Marriage of Figaro’ com- 
pany in March, and Josef Hofmann 
in April. The Victoria course has 
Amaya in October, Cossacks in No- 
vember, the Ballet Theatre in Janu- 
ary, Crooks in January, Marian An- 
derson in February, ‘Figaro’ in 
March and Hofmann in April. 

The Vancouver course will present 
Crooks, Rise Stevens, ‘Figaro’ Hof- 
mann, the Ballet Theatre, and ithe 
Misses Anderson and Amaya. Among 
some of the other courses set, or in 
scattered booking form, are Antonio 
Tramblay’s Ottawa course with Bidu 
Sayao and Robert Casadesus, the 
Fred Gee Eaton course with Helen 
Traubel, Oct. 8; Jan Peerce, Nov. 26; 
Artur Rubinstein, Jan. 14: Paul 
Robeson, Feb. 4, and Gladys Swarth- 
out, March 4, at $4 to $10 for the 
series; the Thursday and Saturday 
| artists’ series of the same impresario 
}in Toronto with Grooks, Oct. 15 and 
17; Miss Anderson, Nov. 19 and 21; 
| Vronsky and Babin, Jan. 28 and 30; 
Dorothy Maynor, Feb. 18 and 2, 
and Lansing Matfield, March 18 and 
20. Price range is $4 to $10. 


12 SUNDAYS OF 
NEWARK OPERA 


Newark, June 16. 

| The Newark Civic Grand Opera 
| Co. will present a series of 12 operas 
|}on successive Sundays starting Dee. 
| 6. Operas will be presented at the 
{Mosque theatre with stars of the 
| Met featuring the casts. 

| Tentative list of the operas is 
| ‘Aida,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Trovatore, ‘Ca- 
| valleria Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci,’ 
| ‘Lucia,’ ‘Barber of Seville,’ ‘Boheme,’ 
| Traviata,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘Tosca’ 
| and ‘Gioconda.’ 


> 3 * . 

Mexico’s Music Subsidiary 
| Mexico City, June 16. 
| The government is spending $4- 
| 000,000 (Mex.)—$415,000—for the ad- 
| vancement of music this year, mos«t- 
lly in the form of fat subsidies for 
various orchestras and some ind 
vidual musicians. 

Most the government ever spent 
for music. 

















Deugherty and .Rusicka,. 4 


piano team and Margaret Speaks 
ive a joint concert June § for 
5.0. in Norwalk Conn. 
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J. Dorsey Smash $32,500 in Philly; 
Lucas Nifty $25,000 in N. Y., Savitt Big 
226 in S. F., Harris, 186, Omaha Click 





(Estimates for This Week) 
Henry Busse, Seattle (Palomar; 1,- 
$50; 23-35-58)—With ‘Man From 
Headquarters’ (Mono). Drawing 
good $8,700, largely on band name. 


Cab Calloway, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99)—With ‘In This 
Our Life’ (WB) (6th-final week) on 
screen. This is the second, conclud- 
ing week for Calloway here; gross 
points to better than $26,000, okay in 
view of length of run of the picture. 
First stanza for Calloway here, fifth 
for ‘Life,’ was $31,000, good. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Not far 
from house record for bands here 
with torrid $32,500. Only a slight 
assist chalked up by picture support, 
‘Whispering Ghost’ (20th). House is 
without air conditioning, too. since 
machinery broke down. 

Benny Goodman, New York (Par- 
amount; 3,664; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10 )— 
With ‘Take Letter, Darling’ (Par) on 
screen (4th-final week). Begins con- 
cluding stanza today (Wednesday); 
third was $36,000, satisfactory, while 
on the second lap take hit $43,000, 
good. 

Phil Harris, Omaha (Orpheum; 3,- 
000; 15-40-50-65)—With ‘Butch Minds 
the Baby’ (U). Band really the 
whole show and looks set for smash 
$18,000. Initial midwest appearance 
for Harris. 

Clyde Lucas, New York (State; 
$450; 35-55-65-75-99-$1.10) — With 
Benny Fields and Dean Murphy on 
stage, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d run) on 
screen. Lucas band, plus Fields and 
Murphy, strongly bolstering Abbott- 
Costello film for more than $25,000, 
fine. 


Louls Prima, Cleveland (Palace; 
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3,700; 35-40-45-55-70)—With ‘Sabo- 
teur’ (RKO) and Billy House, Den- 
nis Day as headliners. Latter names 
more important than the band as b.o. 
draws, with the picture also a major 
factor in fine $22,000 coming up. 

Jan Savitt, San Francisco (Golden 
Gate; 2,850; 40-44-65)—With ‘Synco- 
pation’ (RKO) and Bonita Granville 
p.a. All-around combo adding up to 
big $22,000. 

Artie Shaw, Detroit 
4,000; 40-55-65)—With 
Man’s Lady’ (Par). 
great $38,000. 


Leighton Noble Quits 
Dance Business Until 
Peace Comes Once More 


Boston, June 16. 

Leighton Noble has retired as an 
orchestra leader ‘for the duration’ 
following a 22-week engagement 
here at the Hotel Statler, Saturday 
(13). He is on his way to Beverly 
Hills, expecting to do radio and pic- 
ture work. 

Transportation and draft problems 
forced Noble to this decision. 


BUS DEADLINE FLEXIBLE 


Meanwhile Dancemen Using Private 
«. Car For One-Nighters ; 


(Michigan; 
‘The Great 
Heading for 




















Another extension of time has 
been granted the bus companies 
which serve the band _ business. 


Manie Sacks to Coast 


Manie Sacks, head of Columbia 
Records’ New York office, left for 
he Coast Friday (12) morning. 
He'll be gone about 10 days on a 
combination rest and work trip. 

He’s to make one stopover in Chi- 
cago on the way out. 


Rain, Heat Do 
Walloping Job 
On One-Niters 


(Estimates) 


Mitchell Ayres (Ocean Beach Park, 
New London, Conn., June 14). Ayres 
did a nice job here, playing to 1,390 





oo 











.|dancers at 85c for about $1,182. 


Henry Busse (Aud., Walla Walla, 
Wash., June 13,) Cracked record here, 
| with 2,100 at $1.15. Next night (15) 
at Tacoma, Busse played to fine 1,900 
at $1.15. 
Duke Ellington (Exposition, Ta- | 


'coma, June 14). Great colored band 


drew swell 2,300 at $1.15. 

Mal Hallett (Pleasure Beach Park, 
Bridgeport, Conn., June 14). Hallett 
ran into heavy rainstorm, yet drew a 
fair crowd of 833 at 99c. 

Andy Jacobson-Guy Ormandy) 
(Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, June 
13). Two local groups did neat job, 
drawing 1,800 at 75-65c for $1,260. 

Dick Jurgens (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., June 8-13). Jurgens 
is building here, despite gas ration- 
ing and heat over past weekend. 
Played to exceptional 13,600 at $1.45 
couple for $9,860. 
| Roly Rogers (Moseley’s-on-Charles, 
| Dedham, Mass., June 13). Recently 
|reopened after 10 dark years, this 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly ta tion, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 








Whereas they were supposed to | spot turned out 800 for Rogers, local 
cease operation by Monday (15), in| group, popping $440 into the b.o. at 
order to conserve gas and rubber, | 55, per: good. 
they now have until June 22. While| YPommy Tucker (Brookline C. C., 
that deferment is only for a week, | philadelphia, June 13). Terrific heat 
the Office of Defense Transporta-| <jaugshtered Tucker, who drew poor 
tion has advised that the order is|§99 dancers at $1.10. 
not final. That may mean a fourth | 
deferment if by that time ODT of- | 
ficials have not completed investiga- | Bo ‘ 
tion into the needs of the band busi- | Ba d ki 
ness. } n 0 ngs 
While buses are available to them | 
now until the 22d (order came | : 
through Thursday (11) night), vari-|, Musesy Spanier, June 19, week, 
ous leaders heading out of New York | Park. Fort “a ~ ge age mer 
and other keys are almost all mov-| weeks, Contaenill  Geeke Syl- 
ing their men by private car. They | vania. O. ; 
prefer that mode of travel, particu- | Tony Pastor, June 16-29, Tune- 
larly for long routes, to avoid being|Town B., St. Louis;.30, Fountain 
caught far from home in the event|Ferry Park, Louisville, Ky.; July 2, 
the ODT takes busses out of cir-|U. S. Army Graduation Ball, John 
culation. agg ag ogy Ae Bs be es 
. | Million oliar Pier, antic City; 
teak, ff transportation and the |19.12, State T., Hartford; 14, Manos 
aving busses pulled from |p Greensburg, Pa.; 15, Columbia T 
| under them during a tour, has made! warren. Pa.: 16 Columbia T., Erie, 
|many bands shy away from the|pa- 17, week, Cedar Point, Sandus- 
|road the past couple weeks. Ac-|ky, O.; 24, week, Eastwood Gardens, 
|cording to bookers this is already | Detroit. 
being felt in the number of assign-| Ina Ray Hutton, June 26, Armory, 
ments to Army camps. | Wilmington, Del.; 27-28, Million Dol- 
It’s said that while some 100 dates |lar Pier, Atlantic City; 29-July 1, 
were agreed upon during the last |State T., Harrisburg, Pa.; 24, two 
| month (22-23 were rejected by Army | — Peabody H., Memphis. 
ag 4 “4 ue Barron, June 19, Casa Loma 
| Officials for various reasons), thisip Charleston. W. Va: 20. Castle 
next month’s commitments will total | Farms, Cincinnati: 21, Lakeside Park, 
about 60. Dayton, O.; 22, Columbia T., Erie, 
Pa.; 23, Columbia T., Warren, Pa.; 
Dorso, Morris Agcy. Part 24, Maryland T., Cumberland, Md.; 
Dick Dorso leaves the William| 25, Capitol T., Wheeling. W. Va.; 26, 
Morris agency band department in, Manos T., Greensburg, Pa.; 72, Sun- 
New York July 11. He was one of | Set Park, Carrolltown, Pa.: 28, Yan- 
the original members of the agency’s | Kee Lake, Brookfield, O.; 29, Ohio T., 
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orchestra branch, having directed Lima, O. + 


. . . Little J: ittle, 9, four 
the coast office booking until brought a GO na Bag gg ws 
east about a year ago. He worked| “ ; 91. 98 Million 


' Johnny Long, June 71, 28, Million 
| on locations. ; |Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 

| Dorso is going into the personal! Jimmie Lunceford, July 9, Civic 
management end of the business. | Aud., San Jose, Cal.; 10. Civic Aud, 








| Stockton. Cal.: 11, Sweet’s B., Sacra- 








|mento; 12. Shrine Aud., Los Angeles; 








at the piano 


SONNY 








117, Casa de Vallejo B., Vallejo, Cal.; 
19-20, Sweet’s B.. Oakland; 22-23, 
Riverside Park, Phoenix, Ariz.; 27, 


| Liberty Hall, El Paso, Tex.; 29, Cot- 
iton C.. Austin, Tex..: 31, Lakeside 
| Park, Whichita Falls, Tex. 

| Tommy Reynolds, June 27, Aud., 


| Evansville, Ind.; 28, Aud., Blooming- 
| ton. Ind.; July 3-5, New Casino B., 
Walled Lake, Mich.: 7, 19-12, Dell’s 
| Fast Lansing. Mich.; 14-19, Tune- 
Town B., St. Louis. 

Louie Jordan-Claude Trenier, June 
,19, Harvest C., Beaumont, Tex.;.21, 
‘Smith's Aud., Dallas: 22. Liberty 
|Aud., San Antonio: 23, City Aud., 
| Galveston: 24, Star C., Texarkana; 

|25, City Aud., Houston: 26, Temple 
New York |Roof Garden, Baton Rouge. La.: 28, 

| Rhythm C., New Orleans; 29, Palace 
| Park, Shrevevort, La.; 30, Beale St. 
; Aud., Memphis. 


{ NOW 
FEFE’S 


MONTE CARLO 





COLUMBIA 
RECORDS 


Art Paulson band will relieve 
Tommy Dorsey at the Astor hotel, 
New York, while Dorsey does his 
summer replacement program for 
Red Skelton Tuesday nights. 











room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Sieie Covers Poias 

Hand Hote! Pinved Werk On tints 
Tommy Dorsey...Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)........cceeee-. 4 6,100 22.450 
Ray Heatherton..Biltmor: (300; $1-$1.50)............. 7 375 4,800 
Guy Lombardo*...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)..... pe ee thst ae 3,025 11,775 
Johnny Long......New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)...:.... 5 1975 11,550 
Lani McIntire.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)...... nec ae 1,550 25,925 
Charlie Spivak....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1:50)........ 6 2,525 14,825 
Jerry Wald.......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)......... arariny 2 10 700 5,725 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1.50). Biz shot up sharply with the 
aid of graduation parties and Navy Relief Ball. Covers will better 3,500. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1.200; 50c-$1). Building nicely and should pull 


up with around 4,500 tabs, which is plenty okay for this time of the year 
and conditions being what they are. 





Chicago 

Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Final 
couple weeks of what has been a great stay, Came through last week to 
bang-up 4,000 patrons. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy 
orchestra turning in nice job in this stiff room, and okay last week with 
1,700 diners. 

Glen Gray (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). Gray 
follows Bob Chester's strong staand did well last week at 5,100 custom- 
ers. 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Hotel Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 


Larry Adler now the floor attraction. Biz good with 2,000 customers last 
week, 





Boston 


Leo Reisman (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton Hotel; 350; $1 cover). Reisman’s 
fifth week was biggest yet as biz spurted to 2,300 covers, plus fine dinner 
biz. Stays to 25th with Nat Brandwynne following. 

Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). After 22 
successful weeks, Noble closed here Saturday (13) and retired from band 
business ‘for the duration.’ Last week 975 paid covers over Frid=y-Satur- 
day, only late nights, together -with usual excellent dinner trade. Jack 
Edwards opened Monday (15). 


Hal Saunders (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). With Dorothy 
Lewis’ Ice Show on 15th and final week, business continued upwards to 
fine 1,450 covers. Saunders’ seventh week. Dinner traffic extremely good. 
McGowan and Mack Ice Revue opened Monday (15), 


Philadelphia 


Leo Zollo (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin Hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 
min.). Bucked a sultry week-end to wind up Zollo’s fourth week with 
satisfactory 1,174 customers registering for supper. 








Minneapolis 
Benny Strong (Minnesota Terrace, Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50). Busi- 
ness has taken big spurt here. First week of this non-name band, making 
initial Minneapolis appearance, brought in approximate average of 550 
nightly, or around 3,200 for six-day week, which is very big. Band and 
floor show, including Bob Evans, Nitza & Ravell and Ruth Craven, well 
received, > 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 


Harry James (Pailadium B, Hollywood, seventh week). No letup in the 
sizzling pace set from the beginning and will mark up a whooping 22,000. 
One more week and Les Brown moves in. 


Jimmie Lunceford (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal.). Best liked of the sepia 
crews around here and will post hefty 5,000 payees in his first week. Got 
away to a big opening and held the pace. 


Ted Lewis (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal.). Lewis rolling up ter- 
rific gross on first week here with count better than $9,000. Dollar trade 
is way above previous bands since Lewis is drawing spenders as against 
jive bands with their milk bar clientele. Heading for the Casa record in 
dollars and dancers. 

Rudolph Friml, Jr. (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Trade sagging 
and combined with Nils Granlund’s floor show won’t catch better than 
3,500 customers, 





(Chicago) 


Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Harry Richman con- 
tinuing as headliner. Franklin orchestra proving real asset here. Last 
week’s count was 4,500. , 

Ted Weems (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Weems orchestra has been 
one of the big all-time winners for this loop spot, last week dragging in 
3,600 patrons. 
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“A TOUGH FIGHT LOOMS 


Realist that he is, James C. Petrillo, well knows, and in fact 
has publicly stated, the risks he runs and the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians runs in boldly announcing that after Aug. 
1, 1942, no member may engage to make ‘canned music’ in- 
tended for broadcasting, or for playing in public places that 
possibly could but certainly don’t employ live musicians. 


Petrillo faces powerful enemies. Phonograph companies 
backed by and allied with the networks, transcription compa- 
nies servicing national accounts and local broadcasters will be 
joined by high-powered legal counsel. Panic-stricken small 
stations will especially scream that they are being driven to 
the wall; that a union leader is tampering with Constitutional 
rights and economics. 

Job-stealing and strike-breaking are the crimes charged by 
the A. F.. M. against canned music. Petrillo desperately needs 
and wants to find more work for his membership. He cites 
a constant growth in the popularity and use of music accom- 
panied by a diminishing curve of musician employment. Thur- 
man Arnold or not, Petrillo calls this suicidal and thinks some- 
thing must be done. That something, dated Aug. l, is a 
drastic, sweeping, world-defying prohibition, 

Not quite ready to appear on the scene, probably awaiting 
further overt action by Petrillo, are the lawyers, The past 
week was devoted in radio to a gathering storm of resentment, 
to threats, to defensive deliberations. Broadcasters were as- 
suring each other ‘we licked ASCAP, we can dick this attempted 
disc lock-out.’ 


Vivid in the whole struggle is the now-old story of men 
against machines. Technological unemployment is the con- 
stant shadow over every local. The grim political reality of the 
bench-warmers, perennially jobless in the union, cannot be 
shrugged off. Events irresistibly compel Petrillo to attempt 
some solution. Just as irrestibly the self-interest of hundreds 
of radio stations and thousands of jukebox joints compel them 
to fight acceptance of ‘forced employment.’ 

This fight may equal or excel in bitterness the ASCAP 
struggle. It is far more likely to divide public opinion. If the 
masses were more or less confused by the copyright legalities 
and unstirred by what ‘was essentially a price-setting problem, 
it is less certain that they will remain similarly lethargic where 
the issue is presented as job protection. ‘That’s invidious on 
the face of it, in a nation that has had 12 years to learn what 
not having a job means. 





Naturally the broadcasters and other business men do not 
admit any moral, legal or other claim. They did not buy a 
responsibility to the A. F. M. They have no sentiment for, 
but quite often against, union musicians, as such, 


A lot of people are going to be hurt—take that any way you 
want to take it. 


2 Mers. of Negro Bands May Merge 


Moe Gale and Joe Glaser Consider Advisability— 
War Especially Hard on Traveling Colored Talent 








FRED WILLIAMSON MOBILE 


He'll Rotate For Frederick Bros.— 
Yates Crowds N. Y. Office 


Moe Gale and Joe Glaser, both 
managers of colored bands and tal- 
ent, talked over a possible merging 
of their thterests last week. Nothing 
definite has come out of the pre- 
liminary confab and it’s quite pos- 
sible that nothing ever will. How- 
ever, Glaser went as far as secur- 
ing permission of Music Corp. of 
America to make a deal with Gale, 
which is necessary since Glaser 
manages a group of colored talent |self not only with band bookings, 
booked by MCA. Latter was part of |but also with selling talent on the 
the deal Glaser made with MCA last | books of the FB Artists Corporation. 
year when he gave that agency the |B. W. Frederick will be in charge of 
booking rights to Les Brown’s band | New York. 
and several other white properties. New York office of FB moves into 

If anything comes of the Gale- | new quarters soon. Present location 
Glaser talks it would involve only lin Radio City has become over- 
colored talent. Glaser has long evi- | crowded since Charles Yates outfit 
denced a desire to shift to the | moved in. 

Coast, where his wife and family | saicatetianliidiaeatagtadiailie 

nti under the arrangement he 

would headquarter there while Gale | 

directed the eastern end. There's | PAR, ASBURY PARK, 
another reason for the talks, too, 
which will be brought sharply into 
focus in the event busses are taken 
out of circulation by the Office of 
Defense Transportation. When that 
happens it will be almost impossible 
for Negre orchestras to move. Since 
Gale books the Savoy Ballroom, 
Harlem, N. Y., and Glaser owns the 
Grand Terrace, Chicago (now 
closed), ‘between them they could 
keep their major bands alive by 
alternating them in the two loca- 
tion spots, along with a possible six 
or eight weeks a year of Coast loca- 
tion bookings. 

Anything further than the ground : 
already covered on the possible side Brown Glaser handles Louis 
merger will have to await Glaser’s | Armstrong, Andy Kirk, Lionel 
return from the Coast, however. He |Hampton, etc. Gale manages Ella 








Fred Williamson gives up his post 
as manager of the Frederick Bros. 
agency in New York this week, to 
‘work on special assignments be- 
tween all offices.” He will headquar- 
ter out of Chicago and concern him- 








Paramount theatre, Asbury Park, 
opened a band-vaude policy a week 
ago Sunday (7) with Dick Stabile’s 
orchestra, Belle Baker, Henry 
Youngman, and other acts, and 
closed it the same day. House was 
being booked by the Dow office in 
New York. 

Tommy Tucker’s band had been 
booked for past Sunday (14), but 
was canceled. 








left Friday (12) to join Les Brown, | Fitzgerald, Inkspots, Lucky Millin- 
who- is making a film for RKO. Be- ;der, Erskine Hawkins, etc. 





|heretofore a 
| location basis. 


FOLDS NAME BANDS 





Name Shortage m Boston 
Filled By Local Bands 


Boston, June 16, 

Local bands came into their own 
over last weekend when the lone 
‘name’ band playing in this section 
was Dick Jurgens at Totem Pole. 
The situation was blamed on to 
transportation difficulties, plus the 
general lack of available bands. 

At the Raymor-Playmor ballrooms 
two local outfits held sway—Andy 
Jacobson and Guy Ormandy. In 
other spots: Roly Rogers at Mose- 


leys-on-the-Charles; Peter Cutler, 
Roseland-State B.; Allan Curtis, 
Hampton Beach (N. H.) Casino; 


Bert Williams, Oceanview B., Re- 
vere Beach; Ray Bellaire, Riverview 
B., Neponset; Chick Hathaway, Kim- 
ball’s Starlight B., South Lynnfield; 
Ed Andrews, Beachview B., Revere 
Beach. 

And a dearth of ‘name’ bands is 
expected in this vicinity this week. 
The only appearances scheduled 
were Vaughn Monroe at Canobie 
Lake, Salem, N. H., Monday (15) 
and Tuesday at Roseland-State B., 
Boston; Andy Kirk on Monday (15) 
at Whaiom Park, Fitchburg. 


EDISON PAYS 
OFF DANCES 
CINNY.C. 


Consotidated Edison Co. of New 
York has put up $21,000 to under- 
write a series of 54 name band 
dances and concerts through the 
summer at public parks in various 
boroughs of N. Y. City. Bands of 
all booking offices will be assigned 
the dates. None will be paid 
more than $500 for two hours of 
work, 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. Raymond 
Scott’s band started the string last 
night (Tuesday) at the Mall, Cen- 
tral Park. 

Consolidated, which supplies N. Y. 
City with gas and electric power, 
has no interest in putting up the 
money other than a desire to supply 
free dancing for the great number 
of servicemen on leave in the city 
at all times. That, of course, doesn’t 
exclude other youngsters from tak- 
ing advantage of the opportunity to 
hop to such bands as Cab Calloway, 
Mitchell Ayres, Lew Breese, Jimmy 
Dorsey, Charlie Spivak, Clyde Lu- 
cas, Richard Himber, and others 
designated to play at Prospect 
Park, Brooklyn; Colonial Park, Chel- 
sea Park, St. Mary’s Park, all in 
Manhattan, and Victory Park, at the 
site of the recent World’s Fair in 
Queens. " 

Each of these parks normally have 
free dancing during the summer, to 
orchestras paid by the city. Dance 
floors are asphalt and are operated 
under very strict rules. This is the 
first time, however, that name dance 
bands have been used regularly. 


Steel Pier May Holdover 
Bands; Travel Makes 
Weekly Change Tough 


There’s a deal pending which will 
put the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
week’s stand, on a 
If the contracts are 
signed within the next day or two 
Charlie Barnet’s orchestra will begin 
a four-week stay on the Pier July 6, 
with air time. Benny Goodman’s 
will be the band there July 4-5. 

Idea of playing band names more 
than one week will be strictly ex- 
perimental during Barnet’s run. 
Steel Pier has alway: c: anged names 
weekly, but transportation and other 
problems advanced the longer-run 
idea. Alex Bartha’s band, the usual 
alternate, will not work on t'e Pier 
during Barnet’s runs. It has been 
guaranteed outside bookings by 
Music Corp. of America. Harry 
Moss, MCA exec, made the deal. 


RANDY BROOKS’ NEW JOB 

Randy Brooks, trumpeter with 
Claude Thornhill, moves over to Bob 
Allen’s band at the Pelham Heath 
Inn, Pelham, N. Y., soon. He’s shift- 
ing from Thornhill’s section to be- 
come Allen’s first trumpeter, on a 














| deal that gives him a part ownership 


in the latter. 

Thornhill’s band is at Glen Island 
Casino, New Rochelle. only a few 
miles from Pelham Heath. 


Commissions Computable Against Net, 
Not Gross, Price of Touring Bands 





‘Sweetheart Night’ 


Chicago, June 16. 

Trianon and Aragon ballrooms 
have inaugurated ‘Sweetheart Night’ 
at both spots for purpose of colect- 
ing funds for Chicago Servicemen’s 
Center. 

Trianon donates all proceeds for 
Tuesday nights, with Aragon kicking 
in Wednesdays. Plan to be in effect 
for a period of one month. 


Demand Decorum 
In Dress at Hall 
With War Hoofers 


- 








Wichita, Kan., June 16. 
Charlie Barnet’s 19-piece orches- 
tra will open summer season at Blue 
Moon here with week’s engagement. 
John Dotson, manager, has an- 
nouneed that stags, jitterbugs, 
women in slacks and coatless-tieless 
men will be banned in the future. 
Blue Moon, which has been closed 
at intervals between engagements 
of bands during spring season, will 
now be open seven nights a week 
with dancing until 3 am. on Mon- 
day nights to accommodate defense 
workers, 


Griff Williams Has Until 


July 25 to Appeal Tax 
Ruling to Supreme Court 


Maestro Griff Williams has re- 
ceived an extension to July 25 to 
file a petition for a writ of certiorari 
for a review of his case before the 
U. S. Supreme <ourt. Williams is 
trying to upset a Federal Court 
ruling in Chicago that he, and not 
niteries, ballrooms, etc., employing 
his band, is responsible for social 
security taxes on his individual 
musicians, 

A referee of the social security di- 
vision of the Internal Revenue De- 
partment originally ruled Williams 
responsible for the taxes. The band- 
leader appealed and won a reversal 
in the lower courts in Illinois. Then 
the Internal Revenue Department 
prevailed upon the Department of 
Justice to appeal to the highest U. S. 
court in Illinois, which ruled that 
Williams must pay the taxes. 


The case has been looked upon by 
the dance band trade as the first real 
test of the social security tax re- 
sponsibility. It’s especially interest- 
ing to theatre owners because of the 
Internal Revenue Bureau’s strong 
desire to tag Williams, a bandleader, 
with that responsibility, although the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
via its Form B contract, has forced 
theatres playing travelling orchs to 
assume the responsibility. 








Kern Kobblers Suffer In 
Jersey Roadside Fire 


Korn Kobblers, novelty band, lost 
arrangements and all their instru- 
ments in a fire that destroyed the 
Flagship, roadside dine and dance 
spot in Union, N. J., early Saturday 
(13) morning. Spot was gutted and 
totally destroyed, 

Luckily the Kobblers had a dupli- 
cate set of arrangements, 


Savitt Adds 5 Fiddles 


Jan Savitt has added five strings 
to his orchestra, Leader has in- 
creased the size of his outfit to 20 
pieces with the addition of five fid- 
dles. All together there are nine 
new men with the band. Four regu- 
lars were picked off by the Army 
within the last two weeks and had 
to be replaced. 

Savitt is currently on the west 
Coast. He recently finished a stay 
at Casa Manana, Culver City, Cal, 
land is due to go into a new Los An- 
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Band booking agencies heard Mon- 
day (15) from the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians of changes in the 
commission rates they can collect 
from travelling bands, and a new 
limitation on distance between one- 
night jumps by car or bus. The 
former is the more important new 
regulation, since it decrees that after 
it goes into effect agencies will be 
allowed to compute commissions 
only on the net to a band, not on the 
overall salary which includes trans- 
portation. Mileage rule instituted a 
300-mile limit every 24-hours when 
jumps are made by car. It formerly 
was 400 miles. There’s no limit, of 
course, on hops by train or plane. 

AFM set no dates for the new 
regulations to become _ effective, 
probably because they’re subject to 
approval of the AFM executive 
Board, as are most all new resolu- 
tions passed at the annual conven- 
tion. It’s assumed, however, that the 
additional rules will go into effect 
Sept. 1 or 15. 

Jack Rosenberg, president of New 
York local 802, sponsored the amend- 
ment which will change the com- 
mission levies by booking agencies. 
He has been trying for several years 
to get it through at the annual meet- 
ings, without success until this year. 
The loss of commissions to the vari- 
ous agencies over the period of a 
year is virtually impossible to de- 
termine, but it probably will be be- 
tween $500,000 and $1,000,000. Agen- 
cies have for years computed their 
commissions on the specific amount 
paid a band for any job. Under the 
new rule all transportation costs will 
bc deducted (union allows le per 
mile per man) and the commission 
based on the net profit. 

Agency men, of course, don’t like 
the rule, It undoubtedly will result 
in raising commission rates en cer- 
tain bands. Some personal man- 
agers, who have every reason to ap- 
plaud the regulation, are also not 
wholly in accord with it. These men 
feel that if a band is paying full 20% 
on single dates, then the rule is 
a good’one. If a band is paying 
less (some pay only 15%, others 10%) 
it isn’t. They feel that agency men 
won't extend themselves to secure 
bookings for a band if there’s no 
profit in It, 


BAND BIZ GROUP 
RULED OUT BY 
PETRILLO 


Orchestra Co-ordinating Commit- 
tee, which was set up recently to 
work out various problems of the 
business including Army camp dates, 
ways and means of raising money 
for relief organizations, etc., was or- 
dered disbanded last week by James 
C. Petrillo, president of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. Petrillo 
scattered the committee with a very 
curt wire, sent to the group’s head- 
quarters in New York. Among other 
things it suggested that the commit- 
tee was trying to run the AFM. 

Charles Miller, Music Corp. of 
America executive, was chairman of 
the group, which also included men 
from other agencies. 


SPREAD COVERAGE OF 
MEMPHIS HOTEL ORCHS 


Memphis, June 16. 


WMC, radio station of The Com- 
mercial Appeal, has begun feeding 
nightly broadcasts to the Dixie net- 
work from the Magnolia Roof Gar- 
den of the Claridge hotel. Spot's 
name bands long aired over WHBQ, 
which moved recently to the Gayoso 
| hotel at the expiration of a 10-year 
| contract, : 
| First Dixie webber was Del Casi- 
no's. Ray Kinney opened at the 
| Claridge Thursday (11). 
| Broadeasts are from 10:30 to 11 
o'clock nightly exeept Sunday and 
| from 1:30 to 2 o’clock each Saturday 
afternoon through WMC, Memphis; 
KWKH, Shreveport: KARK, Little 
Rock, and KGKO, Fort Worth; and 
at lesser intervals through WSMB, 
New Orleans, and WBRC, Birming- 
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Bobby Byrne’s Bkpcy. Keys Large 
Sums Invested to Put Over a Band 





That the building and maintaining 
of big-name orchestras is a major, 
and expensive business is made clear 
in the voluntary petition for bank- 
ruptcy filed by Bobby Byrne’s law- 
yers last week. Money which poured 
into Byrne’s grooming, by his vari- 
ous backers, is probably the largest 
amount ever posted to put across, by 
the force of money alone for muisi- 
cians, arrangements, air-time, etc., a 
new name in as little time as pos- 
sible. 

Byrne lists total liabilities of $58,- 
713 in his petition, and an additional 
$45,706 in personal debts. Since both 
actions were filed at the same time 
it’s possible that the latter figure 
represents the majority of the for- 
mer, meaning that the leader him- 
self guaranteed the losses his band 
has incurred so far. Even so, the 
$58,713 is probably the heaviest wad 
of cash ever put up for a new band. 
Jack Teagarden previously had the 
distinction of being the leader heav- 
jest in debt. He filed a bankruptcy 
proceeding several years ago involv- 
ing Over $26,000. 

Byrne’s personal backers are listed 
in the bankruptcy petition. Fore- 
most among them is A. Edward Mas- 
ters, N. Y. lawyer, who has an in- 
terest in the band’s ownership, 2 
position he is in with two other out- 
fits now located in N. Y. hotels, 
Johnny Long, at the New Yorker, 
and Jerry Wald, at the Lincoln. Next 
is Tom Rockwell, head of General 
Amusement Corp. ($6,500), which 
books the band. Another is Charles 
Horvath, midwestern ballroom 
owner, who’s listed as being owed 
$4,000; his interest in ‘Byrne was 
generally unsuspected. Irving Mills, 
music publisher and band manager, 
was interested in Byrne’s manage- 
ment for a time; he’s owed $4,000. 


Remaining creditors are General 
Amusement Corp., separate from 
Rockwell, $4,610; Decca Records, $54; 
Hansen-Williams, Inc., $1,426; Na- 
thaniel Miller, $503; and 46 musicians 
owed from $3 to $249. Byrne’s per- 
sonal assets were listed at $1,000, 
while the band has none. Byrne 
stated his earnings in 1940 were $3,- 
768 and in 1941 $6,706. 

Byrne is currently at the Edison 
hotel, New York. 

— 








I) Band Reviews 





It’s Cute—It’s Different 
It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’) 


CINDY WALKER 
DECCA 6038 


American Music, Inc. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Dr. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 














DON BESTOR ORCH (11) 
With Mildred Law, Dave Ballantine 
Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh 

Don Bestor’s been a name in band 
biz for more than a score of years 
now, hitting the top during his days 
with Jack Benny on the radio (that 
‘Play Don’ was a byword) and then 
going into something of a decline 
following his union difficulties. Since 
the AFM reinstated him, Bestor’s 
been climbing back steadily to his 
old pre-eminence ani currently has 
a band that sounds almost as good as 
any he had in the lush era. _ 

Bestor manages to combine the 
melodic styles of yesterday, which 
are growing practically new again, 
with modern tempos and rhythms. 
Result is an outfit that seldom gets 
monotonous, plays danceable music 
and is just as easy on the ear when 
the feet are still. Arrangements are 
all high-grade, and make excellent 
use of the maestro’s clicky instru- 
ment, vibraharv. which he plays like 
a whiz. Although adept at ho stuff, 
Bestor’s forte.is a sweet overtone 
and even his swing has a palatable 
suggestion of symphonic restlessness 
about it. ; 

Three brasses, four saxes, piano, 
drums, bass and vibraharp comprise 
the lineup, with Bestor getting 
plenty of action from his veteran 
pianist, Wayne Euchner, who has 
been with him more than a decade. 
Band has built up a great catalog of 
bygone Hit Paraders, and Bestor 
mixes them smartly with the pops to 
keep both the kids and their elders 
contented. Also has a couple of 
crack vocalists in Mildred Law and 
Dave Ballantine. Former is an ex- 
tap dancer who was featured on 
Broadway in ‘Too Many Girls’ and 
‘Pal Joey’ and turned singer only 
last fall with Vaughn Monroe's out- 
fit. She’s a comer in the field, has 
plenty of s.a., makes a striking ap- 
pearance and knows how to handle 
her pipes. Still not completely 
finished but sh2’s bound to develop. 
Ballantine puts loads of pash in his 
ballads and a cinch to flutter the 
femmes with ‘his nice, easy-going, 
intimate style. Two warblers have 
lots to do and do it well, with band 
itself satisfying all the way. 

Cohen. 


DON McGRANE (9) 
With Pamela Britton 
Chanticler, Baltimore 

Well-balanced outfit nicely grooved 
for hotels and intimate bistros, this 
layout of three fiddles, three sax, a 
trumpet, piano and Bass presents a 
better than average combo. Mc- 
Grane leads with fiddle, chiming in 
throughout for potent support and 
giving personable frontage. Mixes 
standards well and utilizes pop med- 
leys for nice change of pace. 

Vocalist Pamela Britton is a looker 
with plenty of oomph and a good 
style. Caught in this spot of con- 
sistant name-band policy, McGrane 
had them dancing and begging for 
more, Burm. 





Biily Yates band back into West 
View Park, Pittsburgh, for second 
week’s engagement there in a month. 
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Replaces Tommy Carlyn outfit. 











Introduced by 


Guy Lombardo 


(Sat., June 6, on Colgate Show) 


“Light a Candle &. Chapel” 


A Beautiful Melody—Plus a Timely Lyric 


Al Stool 
Chicago 





Charlie Warren, Prof. Mer. 
New York 





Mike Gould 
Hollywood 





——————— 





Nervo’s Half-Size Band 


Red Norvo will cut his present 
full-size orchestra in half at the end 
of this month. Exact number of 
men he will use after that will de- 
pend on his needs for bookings se- 
cured for him by the William Mor- 
ris agency, which books the outfit. 
There’s been talk he would open the 
Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y., but 
there’s nothing definite. 

Norvo formed his current outfit 
around the end of last year and pol- 
ished it during a long stay at Blue 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., now closed 
to name bands because of the gaso- 
line situation in the east. 


% On the Upbeat 


Joe Venuti, June 20, Vane Trail, 
Chillicothe, O.; 21, Vermilion Beach, 
Vermilion, O.; 26-28, Walled Lake, 
Michigan, 

















Peabody hotel, Memphis, has Rich- 
ard Himber to replace Isham Jones 
for a fortnight. Set to follow, each 
for two or three weeks, are: Art 
Kassel, Ina Ray Hutton, Clyde Me- 
Coy, Jan Garber, Herbie Kay, Blue 
Barron and Russ Morgan. 

Deais were all handled by Roy 
Moore, hotel’s business promotions 
manager. Will carry the spot well 
into September. 





Enoch Light booked into Kenny- 
wood Park, Pittsburgh, for two 
weeks beginning July 6. 





Lyda Rodnock, organist, has left 
Max Tarshis trio at Club 51, Pitts- 
burgh, to help her father manage 
his neighborhood film house with 
departure of two brothers for army. 





Arlene Day has replaced Hen- 
rietta as vocalist with George Welles 
at Sky-Vue, Pittsburgh, and Vince 


Ernie has taken over army-bound 
Jimmie Walters’ chair in sax sec- 
tion. 





Dorothy Matthews and her Es- 
corts into New Hillcrest, Pittsburgh, 
following long run at Hotel Henry’s 
Silver Grill. Succeeded at Silver 
Grill by Marty Scramm’s 4 Kings 
and a Queen. 





Raymond Scott pencilled into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, for 
week beginning Friday (19), with 
Shep Fields following him. 





Sally Sears left Mickey Alpert’s 
band to join Sam Donahue. 





Red Allen is being held over an 
additonal two weeks at the Ken 
Club, Boston, after four good weeks. 





Nat Brandwynne follows Leo Reis- 
man at the Ritz Roof, Boston, on 
June 26 for four weeks. 

Bernie Whitman’s band with vo- 
calist Peggy Cannon set indefinitely 
at Bartonsville Hotel, Bartonsville, 
Pa. 





Tommy Cullen’s orch opened the 
summer season in the grill at Buck- 
wood Inn, Shawnee-on-Delaware, 
Pa, 





Jack Anderson’s orch now at 
Mountain Lake MHouse, Marshalls 
Creek, near East Stroudsburg, Pa. 





Sternie Sternberg orchestra at 
Trocadero, Wichita. 





Teddy Mayer, rejected for asth- 
matic condition from Army so he 
is back at bass in WGR-WKBW, 
Buffalo, house crew. 





Vaughn Monroe recently made a 
number of changes in his band. Joe 





Connie replaced Ray Conniff, trom- 
bone; Billy Marshall replaced Irving 





Inside Stuff—Orchestras 





Roy Gill, operator of the Totem Pole ballroom, Auburndale, Mass. has 
made up an elaborate booklet biography and picture album of the Dick 


Jurgens band, now playing his spot. 


Containing data and pictures on all 


the men in the band, the pocket size book is passed out to all patrons of 


the spot. 


Some 10,000 have already been distributed. 


Before Jurgens opened May 15 Gill also bought up 1,000 copies of the 


band’s ‘One Dozen Roses’ recording to distribute to ticket buyers. 


Gill 


is one of the heaviest users of newspaper and radio to advertise the 


bands he plays. 





There's been plenty of wishful thinking since conscription began by 
underlings who hoped to find themselves superior in rank to pre-war 
bosses, once both were inducted. Such a situation came true recently 
with two men formerly in the music business. 

Jack Leonard, former vocalist with the Tommy Dorsey band, has been 
at Fort Dix, N. J., for some time now. About five weeks ago he found 
himself giving orders, as a Morale Division sergeant, to Bobby Burns, a 
buck private in the same outfit. Burns was at one time Dorsey’s manager, 





Andy Perry, operator of the Empire Ballroom, Allentown, Pa., has 
leased the stadium at the Allentown Fair Grounds for the summer. One 
of the many ideas he has for the use of the 10,000 seat outdoor arena is 
the presentation of big-name bands capable of pulling large crowds for 
dancing and concerts. He has approached Glenn Miller and other top names 


for dates to open it. 


In addition to dance dates Perry asserts he will play rodeos, circuses, 
and similar shows whenever they’re available. 





Eli Oberstein, head of the Classic Record Co., which manufactures the 
Elite and Hit Record labels, claims that Harry James was paid in full 
for the two sides he is now releasing on his 35c Elite discs, not the 50c Hit 


labels. 


He claims further that his company has full authority over the 


use of the masters of ‘Come and Get It’ and ‘It’s Last Time I'll Fall in 
Love,’ which originally were cut for Oberstein’s U. S. Record Co. 





Goodman, trumpet; Alvin Stoller, 
vice Harry Jaeger, drums; Zeb Julian 
new guitarist, replacing Barry Gil- 
braith. Band takes on femme quar- 
tet labeled Four M’s when it opens 
Paramount theatre, New York, 
June 24. They’re the LeAnn Sisters. 





Morgan Thomas orch back this 
season at ballroom, Crystal Beach, 
Ont., Canada. 





Tony Marlowe opened with band 
at Colvin Gables dancery outside 
Buffalo, 





Tommy Fiynn, building eight-man 
band, is moving out of Glen Casino, 
Williamsville, N. Y., into nearby 
Airlanes dancery. 





Charlie Fisk band into Casino Park, 
Fort Worth, Texas, July 3 for three 
weeks, 





Alan Foster, vocalist with Sammy 
Kaye, leaves this week for Army in- 
duction. 





Sy Devore, tailor of band uniforms, 
grabbed by the Army last week. 
He'll be fitting Army uniforms for 
the duration, 





Paul Bromley, former lessee of the 
Bermuda Terrace of the Brunswick 
hotel, Boston, taken over by the 
Army, opening a new room in Boston 
this week, using local bands, 





, Eddie Durant’s orchestra moved 
into RKO for dance music in ‘Mexi- 
can Spitfire’s Elephant.’ 





Hal McIntyre and his band played 
for the official opening of Yankee 
Lake, near Youngstown, on June 
13-14, 





Pete Mondello, from Teddy Pow- 
ell, replaces tenor saxist Herb Hay- 
mer, with Woody Herman. 





Will Mathias, who played first sax 
with Chie Herr’s band at Akron over 
WADC, is now in the army, as is 
Chic Herr, stationed at Keesler 
Field, Miss, 








Prima Men on Vacation 


ce Cleveland, June 16. 

Louis Prima is giving his bands- 
men a two weeks’ vacation Friday, 
after closing his vaude safari and 
current stanza at the local RKO Pal- 
ace, and will head for New Orleans 
himself for a rest. Trumpeting maes- 
tro, who hasn’t had a layoff in last 
four years, said he wants to see his 
folks during siesta in home town. 

After getting caught up on lost 
sleep, Prima will call his orchestra 
together for an l1l-week stand at 
Summit Club in Baltimore. Date 
not yet definite, but it will be in 
early July.. Deal aiso set for band’s 
return to air in Baltimore, broadcast- 
ing three and one-half hours weekly 
over NBC blue network. 








Goodman’s New Payrolees 
Pittsburgh, June 16. 

Benny Goodman signed two Pittse 
burghers last week, one for an ar- 
ranger’s berth and the other to ree 
place Vido Musso in his sax section. 
Latter is John Walton, brother of 
Harry Walton, former pianist with 
Dick Stabile’s band. Musso has left 
Goodman to take over late Bunny 
Berigan’s orch. 

Local arranger taken on is Henry 
Mancini. 





Ben Young’s band and Virginia 
Atter moved from the Hollywood 
Night Club, Toledo, to the Book 
Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, June 15, and 
were replaced at the Toledo night 
club by a local orchestra, containing 
Billy Simms, Red Langendorfer, 


Merle Faust and others. 


FIGHTING SONS 








of the NAVY BLUE 


VANGUARD SONGS. Ine 
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STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL 


Recorded by Bob Chester on Bluebird B11548 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, Inc. 


CHICK CASTLE Prof.Mgr. IRVING ROMM 
New « York 


IRVING MASSEY 
Hollywood 
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UNANIMOUSLY AGREED .. . IT'S ROBIN AND RAINGER AT THEIR Best / 


HERE Y 


Lyric by Leo Robin 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture “My Gal Sal’” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 





799 Seventh Avenue, New York, N. Y, 





OU ARE 


Music by Ralph Rainger 


Murray Baker, Prof. Mgr. 
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$1,100,000 ASCAP QUARTER 





-+ 


Big Anti- -ASCAP Suit Impends 





ASCAP is due for an important suit against it by a group of writer- 
members, calling for the return of certain monies, an accounting, 
etc. Action has been brewing for weeks and is now in its final stages, 
with papers due to be served late this week or next. 

Plaintiffs are reported represented by a law firm which specializes 
and has been successful in stockholder suits against corporations, 
only in the case of ASCAP, which is an unincorporated Society, some 
of its membership is instituting the proceedings. 














John Abbott, London Publisher, 
~ In Letter to Jack Robbins, Gives 
A Closeup of Music Biz in Wartime 


. London, May 1. 

Dear Jack: 

Abe Olman has asked me to write 
to you as to how the war has af- 
fected the sales of music and records 
during the two years and eight 
months of conflict, and I don’t think 
I can do better than give you an out- 
line of the various phases since Sep- 
tember, 1939, 

At the beginning of hostilities 
everyone anticipated an immediate 
and terrific serial bombardment of 
our principal cities, and in particular 
London, with hundreds of enemy 
aircraft, and when an alert was 
sounded within a few hours of the 
declaration of war everyone took 
cover. 

For -a time there was a nervous 
tension: and -a general dislocation of 
business of all kinds, but when the 
anticipated bombings did not take 
place and. confidence returned things 
settled down again, and by the end 
of the year conditions seemed to be 
almost normal (looking back—too 
normal) and business of every kind 
was flourishing... On the music busi- 
ness publishers were, in the begin- 
ning, working principally on patri- 
otic or semi-patriotie songs, but there 
was quite a mixture of bright ‘pop’ 
tunes,‘ and by -the end of the year 
the music business was booming. 

My file of best sellers at this time 
gives the following: 


Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones. 

Run, Rabbit, Run. 

Beer Barrel Polka. 

I'll Remember. 

There'll Always Be An Eng- 
land. 

Wish Me Luck As You 
Good-Bye. 

I’m Going to Hang My Wash- 
ing on the Siegfried Line. 

Kiss Me Good Night, Sergeant 
Major. 

Good-Bye Sally. 


The boom continued but was af- 
fected by the falkt of France in June, 
1940, and later by the enemy Blitz- 
krieg which started in September on 
London and many important cities 
which continued almost without in- 
terruption every night right through 
the winter and every spring—al- 
though even then music was doing 
better than one might have expected, 
because people were more confined 


(Continued on page 52) 
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‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA | 
(America Needs Me) 


xk wk * 
All Material Available 
@ BAND 


@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Drive 


illness. 
ing career in New York, doing some | 
He later | 








Hollywood, Calif. 

















Mills May Depart 


Question of E. C. Mills’ retire- 
ment from ASCAP will probably 
come up at a special meeting of 
the ASCAP board of directors to- 
morrow (Thursday). Mills has 
indicated that he would ask the 
board to advise him formally as 
to his future status in the organ- 
ization. 

It is reported that Mills has a 
Government connection under 
consideration. He is not under 
contract to the Society. 

Mills drew as high as $50,000 
annually; now  payrolled at 
$35,000. 


RS ER Ae I I A a 


HOT COMPETISH 
ON 2 RELIGIOUS 
SONGS 


Two songs with similar religious 
themes are currently the center of 
plug competiiion between the pub- 
lishing firms of Leo Feist, Inc., and 
Mills Music, Inc. After Mills had 
prevailed upon Guy Lombardo to in- 
troduce ‘Light a Candle in the 
Chapel’ on the former’s Colgate pro- 
(CBS), Feist informed that 
publisher it had plans for exploiting 
a capdle-burning number of its own. 
The Feist version is ‘Burn a Candle 
at St. Mary’s for Me.’ 

The Mills song, which is of very 
recent copyright, was written by 
Harry Pease, Ed G. Nelson and Duke 
Leonard. ‘Burn a Candle’ was copy- 
righted in 1937 and again copyrighted 
this year. It was co-authored by 
Raymond B. Egan and Harry Tier- 
ney. The Mills lyric suggests a war 
slant. 


Harold A. Dillon Dies 


Cleveland, June 16. 
A. Dillon, 55, composer, 
publisher and a mike entertainer in 
the early days of radio, died in 
Cleveland June 15 following a brief 
Dillon started his songwrit- 























Harold 


tunes with Earl Carroll. 
became manager of the T. B. Harms 
publishing firm. 


Dillon moved to Cleveland in 1924 | 


and he resumed the broadcasting 
phase of his career on WHK. He 
also organized his own publishing 
firm, the Harold Dillon Music Co., 
which became an affiliate of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc.. when ASCAP and 
the radio interests split in 1941. 

Surviving is his wife Mary and 
two brothers and sisters living in 
New York. 








UALS BEST 
IN ITS lad ORY 


Second Quarter for 1942 
Compares With $950,000 
For First Three Months— 
War Delays Delivery of 
Arithmetical Machines 
to Change Quotient 








70 RADIO HOLDOUTS 





ASCAP will distribute at least 
$1,100,000 in royalties to its members 
for the current quarter (April-May- 
June). The Society’s board is slated 
to pass on the divvy at next Thurs- 
day’s (25) and the checks will be in 
the mail June 6. At $1,100,000 the 
dividend would be as large as any 
ever issued by ASCAP. The Society 
whacked up $950,000 for the initial 
quarter of this year. 


When it comes to determining the 
performance quotient for the cur- 
rent quarter’s payoff the Society will 
use as its basis the network plugs 
accumulated from Nov. 1, 1941, to 
March 31, 1942. In that way ASCAP 
will be but three months behind in 
its performance yardstick for sub- 
sequent quarters, with the result 
that members will be paid off for 
the third quarter of 1942 on the basis 
of the April-June period. 


It had originally been intended to 
have the accumulative performance 
quotient for the current quarter’s 
payoff the plugs shown on reports 
received from all locar stations op- 
erating under per program licenses, 
but the business machines required 
for such broad calculations have yet 
to be delivered to the Society. These 
machines were ordered last year. 
Priorities may defer delivery on 
them until after the war. 

ASCAP’S count of station licen- 
sees, either blanket or per program, 
on its books as of the end of last 
week was 711. The ASCAP man- 
agement reports that there are be- 
tween 70 and 80 stations of com- 
mercial complexion that are not as 
yet signed up. Many of these are 
located in states where the Society 
is still barred by statute from doing 
business. 





Frederick Hollander drew the scor- 
ing assignment on ‘The Talk of the 
Town’ at Columbia. 











\Copyright-on-2-Copyricht Bill 
Eyed for Possible Connection With 
Petrille’s Move on Canned Music 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of June 13) 





Johnny Doughboy.....Crawford 


One Dozen Roses........Famous 
Sleepy Lesoon.........Chappell 
Jersey F 6 1ce..... evr 
Under Apple Tree...... Robbins 
Three Little Sisters...... Santly 
Always in Heart....... Remick 
Threw Kiss Ocean..... ...Berlin 
Oe Pee ree co Morris 
Somebody Taking Place.Shapiro 
MOTION © 66k kod io ss ctade Famous 
Who Wouldn’t Love....Maestro 
Jingle Jangle........ Paramount 
We'll Meet Again.......... Dash 
Sweet Eloise............ Shapiro 








LEGALISM FINE 


SPUN IN MARKS: 
ANSWER 


As counsel for the writers in- 
volved in the suit brought against 
ASCAP by the E. B. Marks Music 
Co. in the N. Y. supreme court, John 
Schulman last week filed an answer 
which went considerably beyond the 
legal position taken by ASCAP in 
its own answer. ASCAP’s answer 
argued that when a writer or pub- 
lisher become a member of ASCAP 
he vests his performing rights with 
the Society and that the agreement 
he signs every five or 10 years is 
merely a confirmation of these 
vested rights. It is further con- 
tended by ASCAP’s answer that 
when Marks failed to execute its 
confirmatory agreement in 1941 it 
breached its contract wi the 
writers since it had originally rec- 
ognized the right of the writers to 
participate in the performance in- 
come from their works in the Marks 
catalog. 

Schulman’s answer not only re- 
peated the foregoing points but it 

(Continued on page 44) 








Much speculation and comment 
has been aroused within the music 
publishing business by the intro- 
duction in the House of Representa- 
tives of a bill which would grant in- 
terpretive artists a copyright of 
their recordings. The measure was 
submitted at the behest of Maurice 
Speiser, general counsel for the Na- 


tional Association of Performing 
Artists, and the question which 
started to form in the minds of pub- 
lishers last week was whether the 
incident in Washington was linked 
in any way to the announcement of 
James C. Petrillo, prez of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, in Dal- 
las that his members would not be 
permitted to make any phonograph 
records after Aug. 1. It is gener- 
ally known that the AFM financed 
the NAPA in its period of incuba- 
tion, but what caused last week’s 
pondering among music men was the 
timing of the Washington and Dal- 
las events. 

Music publishers and_ writers 
aren’t yet decided on whether to 
take the Speiser bill seriously. The 
general impression among them is 
that the Speiser project will become 
entangled in so much legal illogi- 
calities that it will not even be re- 
ported out on the floor of Congress. 
The bill, in essense, seeks to impose 
a copyright on a copyright, since the 
interpretive artists will not be able 
to copyright his own interpretation 
unless he obtains the permission of 
the copyright owner of the work 
that he has recorded. 

Under the copyright law the term 
of protection is limited to 28 years. 
The question now raised is: suppose 
the interpretive artist records a 
work in the 10th year of its copy- 
right and he actually gets the per- 
mission of the work’s owner to 
copyright the interpretation. What 
the interpreter had thereby re- 
ceived is something that the com- 
position’s copyright owner had no 
right to grant since his own copy- 
right was to run out in 18 years, 
The right so received by the inter- 
pretive artist would not only extend 
beyond the term of the composi- 
tion’s copyright owner but impinge 

(Continued on page 44) 
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STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL 


Recorded by Harry James on Columbia 36579 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, Ine. 


CHICK CASTLE Prof. Mgr. IRVING ROMM 
New York 


IRVING MASSEY 
Hollywood 
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From Universal 




















OUR ROMANTIC HIT 


FULL MOON 


NORTH, EAST, SOUTH and WEST 
They’re HITS from SOUTHERN! 


HERE’S OUR BALLAD HiT 


SOMEBODY'S THINKING OF YOU T0-NIGHT 


HERE’S OUR NOVELTY HIT 


LITTLE BO PEEP HAS LOST HER JEEP 


HERE’S OUR PICTURE HIT 


PRIVATE BUCKAROO 


Picture, ‘Private Buckaroo,’ featuring Harry James and His Orch. 


OUR LATiN-AMERICAN HIT 


COME BACK 
| SOUTHERN MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., Inc. 


* 


1619 Broadway, New York 


| SID LORRAINE, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


HOLLYWOOD — CHICAGO — CINCINNATI — SAN FRANCISCO — TORONTO 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week tm jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety. Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being piayed. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 





1. Johnny Doughboy (5) (Crawford)...... Penne eo , a 
2. One Dozen Roses (5) (Famous)........ deony Bs at -g S geal * he oe 
8. Always In My Heart (8) (Remick)..... fomny oa heath Tee ee 
4. Sleepy Lagoon (8) (Chappell)..... oseee Seen ye Sais - —— 
5. Tangerine (11) (Famous)....... padwndd foww di 2! ‘ : Freed 
6. Apple Tree (10) (Robbins)..........++ ee ee. kaness Pea 
1. Three Little Sisters (3) Santly)........ ( ea gabers - oo 
8. Somebody Else (15) (Shapiro)........+ bony oe aR 
9. Jersey Bounce (15) (Lewis)............ fond aoa = 


{Tommy Tucker....... Okeh 

) Kate Smith........Columbia 
OTHER FAVORITES 

(These records are directly beiow first 10 in popularity. 

number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


, . {Kay Kyser........ Columbia 
Who Wouldn’t Love You (Maestro)........ 1Guy Lombardo....... Decca 


10. Threw Kiss In Ocean (3) (Berlin)...... 


Tunes with 


Breathless (CLP) .sccccccccccvecsesccecers Shep Pislds: nt dap a 
Skylark (Morris) ..ccccccsescscccsseceecees tome — digo 
Story of Starry Night (Mutual)............ 1 > seagoing eee 
Don’t Tell Lie About Me (Santly).......... ' Wale ioe. a 
Full Moon (Southern)........0.-seeeeeeees ; Soe baie Pipher ooo 
Jingle Jangle Jingle (Paramount).......... yy ae. Sree es ge Decca 





Milton Diamond’s Decca | 
Stock Unloading Told 


Washington, June 16. 

Dumping of 5,700 shares of $1 par 
capital stock in Decca Records, Inc., 
by Milton Diamond, New York of- 
ficer and director, was listed today 
by the Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission in its report of stock trans- 
actions during April. 

Diamond dropped 1,500 shares of 
the stock on April 21; 1900, on the 
following day, 1,200 on the day after 
that, and 200 on April 24, commish 
disclosed. Final sale occurred on 
the 30th, leaving him with 3,641 
shares at month’s end. 

Only other transaction recorded 
involved purchase of 100 shares of 
$1 par capital on April 14 by Lau- 
rence M. Marks & Co. These were - ; 
turned back, however, on April 25.| Lew Brown has been assigned by 
Two hundred shares of stock were |Jack Robbins to write the lyric for 
listed to Harold I. Thorp, New York | ‘Poker Face,’ a composition recently 
director, although Thorp’s account |acquired from Fletcher Henderson 
remained inactive during the month. !and Dick Jurgens. 


Coast Levy on Jukes 


Burbank, Cal., June 16. 

City Council voted a tax of $12 
per year per instrument on juke 
boxes, over the protests of operators 
who claim the levy is excessive. 

It means that each musical nickel 
movement will contribute 240 jit- 
neys per annum to the municipal up- 
keep. 











Charles D. (Chuck) Rinker has 
folded his publishing venture and 
become the Coast rep for E. H. Mor- 
ris & Co. and the Mayfair Music Co. 

He replaces Herb Lutz, who has 
gone into the army. 




















BEN EDWARDS 


Starts a new house! With a new song! With a new twist... 
He’s done it again! 


Lucky Roberts (composer of MOONLIGHT COCKTAIL) 


has surpassed himself with his greatest melody. 


“RAINBOW LAND” 


SET WITH A LYRICAL GEM BY ANDY RAZAF—’NUFF SAID 
P.S—AND SO IT ENDED stil! going strong. 


EDWARDS MUSIC CO., 1619 Broadway, New York 


C. D. Rinker Joins Morris | 


|of his license with ASCAP. 


British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending May 14, 1942) 





London, May 15. 
Spring Again........Cinephonic 
Heart of Texas.........Southern 


Navy Blue Eyes............ c-C 
Madelaine yr. = 
Mother-in-Law ..... southern 
Apple Blossom Time.....F-D-H 
Rustic Rhapsody.........Lafleur 
Apple Pla. «.¢écveccese6.s+ ae 
White Cliffs............Feldman 
ee ee Maurice 
Don't Want to Walk....V.%toria 
Lovely Weekend............ B-W 








Dinner for Gene Buck 


Gene Buck, former ASCAP prez, 
will be the guest of honor at a din- 
ner which the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Association is staging at the 
Park Central hotel, N. Y., this 
Tuesday (23). The dinner will be 
followed by a discussion On the 
question of whether the SPA should 
assume the status of a closed shop 
for composers and lyricists. 

Among the speakers will be 
Arthur Garfield Hayes and John 
Schulman, of SPA counsel; Arthur 
Richman, of the Dramatists Guild; 
Jack Rosenberg, president of Local 
802 (New York) of the American 
Federation of Musicians, and Billy 
Rose. 














Copyright Bill 


ec ontinued from page 4° 





on the rights of whoever obtained 
the copyright renewal on the com- 
position. * 

Another complication foreseen by 
music men were it possible for the 
Speiser bill to become law is the 
inevitable conflict that would de- 
velop in the event an interpretive 
artist sought to enforge his copy- 
right on radio stations holding li- 
censes from the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers. The assignment that ASCAP 
received from its members does not 
limit the method of reproduction so 
that a station has under an ASCAP 
license as much right to broadcast 
an ASCAP tune by way of a record- 
ing as it has by means of a live or- 
chestra. As assignee of the perform- 
ing rights from the original copy- 
right owner ASCAP would have no 
course but to advise the broadcaster 
to ignore the interpretive artist's 
claims and to broadcast the number 
as becomes his right under the terms 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—-as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (June 8-14) from 5 p.m, to 1 a.m., and is based 
on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking source 
for music publishing industry. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Coase Ts Ma 5s So kn cc kde Ek ooo Che 8b ieee PONT oe cs cketets 33 
NN Tae a Ne eon . ets Eo nkas abe dd 3 
Johnny Doughboy Found Rose .......,.......... PE cectas eves: 27 
Deets Timer Bmls Tree... .<cocccvccccccsenan EEE rt eee 25 
Jersey WOumCO ....scscce-: PRE pn Repke Binge, OS ESTA LTS 24 
MN tana win hte Beas eae Oran Led ok tke tidak one Thee EC ai aide kone ere ee 22 
Jingle Jangle—t‘Forest Rangers’................ ee 21 
a ance 6 Oh wed bees Kicneas od vee teen e aed I ae ae 21 
TOU EGE, SION, ona. vce hccecconcsccdasus EE Saiecdenh es Cat 20 
ee acd be actual  “Sckceteeeete ve 18 
EE MI os 6.6 Sick don co:ce 4 poss bene d cece RS Are 17 
ORT me Sees © OO WONG i recs wick wcleds con NON 6004 0a vo bded 17 
Here You Are—t‘My Gal Sal’.................06. Robbins ....... cee ove 16 
Set OE OT i i nics oteandh Uv eben le sweces OE | sapnus os aden 16 
Seren Ele. We cs Feo ikas eo cman oxbad deade BOGE Wc<0 or abers tines 14 
FE TOGO G6 ink oin as 8s Ra ce be bCrar kc Ae MME Scdedewusveuas 15 

|Last Call For Love—t‘Ship Ahoy’................ WS 6 be hc0 80430084865 15 
ee Se ee NE os on ke nc eee < ccmanis cx ogee PO | as a comes ote 15 
I Remember You—7'‘Fleet’s In’................... PGR 6.4 5 44-« 40 00 14 
DOUCUCE WH DON «cnn sk Cece ccccencssetocst MIN cas h000 fee ks 14 
Somebody Thinking You Tonight......: Roary Bees! OUEETEL  budep esses 14 
He Wears Pair Silver Wings.................00., Shapiro ..:.. Sas does 3 
PE c,. 6 bic ais eked s obeadedr keke ad sian RODDURG ..6 5s. 60s eaccses 12 
REE Se SAS pcg a Pee aay ap eer ee ee 12 
Always In Heart—7‘Always In My Heart’........ PE Lontcnseatees 11 
RE Rh aah Cae aes kt as bra cab beheld EE ao wbhsinte weal 11 
ee ee ee I oat GOs ccm bs cde dae keen J, Coe ng ics es 10 
re CD Sh, a oes cicwds once ke ae ESA eee ea 10 
De er, Ore PMN. <nck oon ‘unéee.. a 
Just Plain Lonesome—j‘My Favorite Spy’........ errr ‘ 9 
By Ge re er TOE TT oo vvcscccc voces vicveence Paull-Marks ........ 9 
I co a i ee SE, cc wea ains ced a 
en: ee ee. s eeupaae mad eae ey. a 
oa choke ace lv do cys eee eeeib ee Broadway ..... ‘ 9 
PFE CA Pree? ee Ere 8 
ae Fo. ass Sab ay daar WE LRA Se ob an ee eten CG Sch es ahaa etens 8 
ee eee Sah e aeed a Melodylane ........ . 
BR a ee re ea et yee POU 3s o0s'ées veers eis 8 
I Don’t Want Walk—t‘Sweater ©: l’.............. Paramount .......+. 8 
I a, es on vas oe gigs ORE ST ERS SVAN PERE fi tsveetscees 8 
Shh, Military Secret ....... ie a VERS haere COUVGIEF sk. cictis 8 
Do You Miss Sweetheart...........°......5: ie Sees Paramount .......... 7 
Happy In Love—t‘Sons O’ Fun’..............0.5. Pe aces adanes owe 7 
Heavenly, Isn’t It?—+‘Mayor of 44th Street’...... SE G50 bn Sood vite 7 
I'm Getting Mighty Lonesome................... SN “Siveedveand 7 
ee ee CO a aac ccindtsgaececs LOGE: 40 ciicnseweeess 7 
NE a ie ae One ae COU bas o aaweaaw es SORELY: = ci co vsecceces 7 
Snowfall eS en Ears Ce a Mutual ..csresccdces 7 
A Soldier Dreams You Tonight..................Witmark .....s0..0. 6 
Caissons Go Rolling........ ee 6 
OO 8 ESR er ce ee ree ve CREE. ccvds-c pee ae 6 
IN OE Scbcccssccccenvrwesss TE ~ wine tine ye wewes 6 
IE EINE 56 bic bocce ewes weeey PUG: ac conn oe ¥08.08.6 6 
Cee oie ara cits 64k ode h ieee ep eoebeweus PO Ss csetaesbaeees 6 
You Made Me Love You ............. 5p BROROWEY coccedeces 6 
py 2 ae ee ier ere 5 
Before You Know Ill Be Home Mary..........+-LiMCOIN ..seeeseeeses 5 
SB ee ee res i PPP OEe Cee ee ye Dc ceseguckesaue 5 
I’m Getting Sentimental oe cus ad vies HORE. &c3 et ceroeates 5 
Left Heart at Stagedoor Canteen—i'This is Army’. ATMY ...--seeeeeeers 5) 
eR pos xR AN oe Ge Kae eb ee eowes JEWEL ccscvsscesoces 5 
ey Ol Tie DRO. cious 406 ds bse snes cues WEE eso sade caeetents 5 
Se nes Sere a arr re 5 
J oy 2. | ee rere yee et PE: cc, si cas baseeee 5 














Legalism Spun 


Continued from page 43 











holds that Marks, by his failue to} 
execute’ _ that 1941 confirmatory 
agreement, had caused or threatens 

















The new “country tune” sensation. Ernest Tubb’s 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


DICK ROBERTSON BOB ATCHER ERNEST TUBB 
Decca No. 4189 Okeh No. 6496 Decca No. 5958 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywooa 

















to cause a violation of his agreement 
| with the individual writers. The 
latter gave Marks their publishing 
rights because it had agreed to let 
| them participate with it in the per- 
| forming rights through ASCAP and 
| since Marks has elected to breach 
| this provision of the agreement, the 
| Schulman answer states, the court 
|should order Marks to assign back 
to the writer not only their per- 
forming rights but their publishing 
and other rights. 

Because of the counterclaim put in 
by the writers’ counsel Marks may 
| be put to the necessity of filing an 
answer of his own. If this doesn’t 
prove a necessary step in the legal 
Skirmish, which has Broadcast Mu-' 
sic, Inc., aligned with Marks, the 
case will likely be noticed for trial 
in the fall. 








Murray Albert, former manager 
of Larry Clinton and lately Claude 
Thornhill, began work as contact 
man with Crawford Music in New 
York last week. 





| Before You Know I'll Be Home Mary bet oveieees Lincoln 


*Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. +¢Filmusical. 
tLegitimate. 
Song plugs inadvertently omitted ‘rom last week’s Breakdown are as 
follows: 


Little Bo Peep Lost Her Jeep....... ccccee sSOUTNEIN § ccccccccess é 








+ 


Alfred Newman elaborating on his 
original score for ‘Pied Piper’ at 
20th-Fox, owing to an upped budget 
on music and exploitation. 





Jehn Jacoby and John Klorer col- 
laborating on the score of ‘Three 
Smart Girls Join Up’ at Paramount. 

















It’s Tempotime As Well As Wartime! 


DUKE ELLINGTON’S tstest recordings 


TEMPO’S LATEST HITS 
MOON MIST (Mercer Ellington) 
CHELSEA BRIDGE (itty strayhorn) 


PERDIDO (LOST) (Juan Tizol) 
TEMPO MUSIC, Inc.—1775 Broadway, N.Y. 





























© Good for LISTENING © Good for DANCING 
© Good for SINGING © Good for MARCHING 


MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT 


io on 
COLUMBIA 


® Good for GATHERINGS * 


it’s 


POUND YOUR TABLE POLKA 


LAWRENCE WELK 
on 
DECCA 


RENE 
* 


Excellent for ORCHESTRAS 
® Excellent for BANDS 


® Excellent for BROADCASTING 


MUSETTE ORCH 
on 
VICTOR 


BARRY SISTERS 


e on 
STANDARD 





Professional copies available. Orchestration arranged by Jack Mason 








168 West 23 St., New York, N.Y. COLONIAL MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., INC. 


Branch: 7016 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Calif. 
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TOO MUCH, TOO SOON? 


Vaudeville is again being made the patsy—this time by over- 
anxious showmen, who are pushing the two-a-day revival too 
far at the wrong time of the year. The public is receptive, but 
the weather is not and vaudeville may die from sunstroke. 


The first hot-weather casualty will be ‘Top-Notchers,’ which 
Gracie Fields is headlining. This two-a-dayer closes Saturday 
night (20) after three weeks, the b.o. stifled by the lack of a 
cooling system at the 44th Street, N. Y. 


From Chicago, where ‘Headliners of 1942’ opened last Wed- 
nesday (10), at the Grand Opera House, the initial boxoffice 


reports are far from promising. 


And Chicago is notoriously hot 


at this time of the year; its temperature more conducive to 


swimming than theatregoing. 


The Chicago show got an exceptionally fine press, which, 
under better weather conditions, would have spelled money 
in the bank. Whether it will survive now appears questionable. 


But few people will blame the weather, even though some 
showmen, in an article in ‘Variety’ some weeks ago, expressed 
the thought that the two-a-day revival might end disastrously 


unless eased along until the fall. 


It would take but one major 


flop to ‘scare’ off the vaude-minded managers, and make the 
public question vaude’s entertainment worth. 


That means that vaudeville will take the rap again, although 
the grosses in vaudfilm theatres week in and week out prove 
conclusively that stage shows usually spell the difference 


between profit and loss. 





COAST 2-A-DAY 
SHOWS B. 0. 
PROMISE 


Los Angeles, June 16. 

‘Show Time,’ two-a-day vauder at 
the Biltmore, headlining George 
Jessel and Jack Haley, slightly better 
than $14,000 on the first week. It 
won’t break at that figure, due to 
heavy preliminary expense, but if 
present b.o. pace is maintained it will 
pick up a profit. 

The Saturday and Sunday take on 
eix shows was around $6,000, 





Chi Weak 

Reports in N. Y. from Chicago in- 
dicate the b.o. of ‘Headliners of 1942,’ 
which opened there Wed (10), is 
weak, despite fine reviews. This lay- 
out headlines Bert Lahr, Joe E, 
Lewis and Bert Wheeler. 

N. Y. Grosses 

‘Priorities of 1942,’ Clifford C. 
Fischer’s 2-a-day vaude show at the 
46th Street theatre, N. Y., continued 
to do satisfactory biz at around $18,- 
000 last week. 

Fischer’s second troupe, ‘Top- 
Notchers,’ at the 44th Street, N. Y., 
has been hit by the lack of a cooling 
plant in the house, and so shutters 
Saturday (20). It did about $16,000 
last week. 





Jimmy Palmer, last with Bobby 
Byrne, joins Lou Breese’s band next 
week (25) as vocalist. 





NO ‘LAUGHING’ MATTER 


Russell’s Claim on Fischer 
‘Keep ’Em Laughing’ Title 





Over 





Ross Russell, legit producer, filed 
suit Thursday (11) in N. Y. supreme 
court against Clifford C. Fischer, 
claiming * the latter’s ‘Keep ’Em 
Laughing’ plagiarizes the title of his 
show of the same name. Russell’s 
opus was roadshown along the east- 
ern seaboard since February, 1942, 
while defendant’s vaude revue de- 
buted in N. Y. in April. 

Russell claims he had intended 
bringing his play to N. Y. and the 
defendant has now spoiled that 
chance. He seeks an injunction, an 
accounting of profits, and damages. 


HEAT WILTS GRACIE 
FIELDS’ 2-A-DAYER 


Lack of a cooling system at the 
44th Sireet, N. Y., coincidental with 
the arrival of hot weather, is forcing 
Clifford C. Fischer-Shuberts to fold 
‘Top-Notchers’ June 20 after a run 
of slightly more than three weeks. 
However, Fischer and the Shuberts 
propose to bring back Gracie Fields, 
present “Top-Notchers’ star, as a 
headliner of a new variety bill in 
the fall. Business has been good; 
around $20,000 first week, but the 
heat sent the second stanza down to 
$16,000. 

Meanwhile, Miss Fields will go 
into a strawhat revue, ‘Fun for All,’ 
which will 6pen the summer season 
of the Scarsdale, N. Y., theatre June 
30. Following this, she will again 
tour Canada for British War Relief. 

Fischer-Shuberts also pulled a 
switch in the ‘Priorities’ lineup ‘at 
the 44th Street, Adrinne replacing 
Luba Malina. 
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NEW HARMONICA BAND 


Organized by Johnny Puleo, Former 
Minevitch Rascal 








Little Johnny Puleo, formerly of 
the Borrah Minevitch Harmonica 
Rascals, is organizing his own band. 

After many weeks of negotiation 
and arbitration he has been advised 
by attorneys that he is free to set 
out on his own. 


L.A. Niteries Must Now 
Behave As Rum Bosses 
Join Show Biz Group 


Los Angeles, June 16. 

William G. Bonelli, of the State 
Board of Equalization, who’s Mr. Big 
in supervising the liquor licenses of 
the Los Angeles district, has been 
made a member of the governing 
board of the Amusement Industries 
Committee of the L. A. Defense 
Council. AIC supervises safety and 
fire precautions in all places of 
amusement in the city with seating 
capacities of more than 100, and 
Bonelli’s spot on the committee will 
provide impetus to many cabarets 
and night spots, which heretofore 
have failed to meet requirements set 
up by AIC, to get into line. 

Merle L. Templeton, chief officer 
of liquor control in Los Angeles 
County, and aide to Bonelji, was 
elected a member of the cabaret de- 
fense division of the committee. 
Templeton will deal with night spot 
operators failing to cooperate fully 
with the AIC in defense precautions, 
which in turn might jeopardize the 
liquor licenses of those who refuse 
to abide by the regulations. 


BRADY PARK (OHIO) HIT 
BY AUTO TIRE BUGABOO 


Cleveland; June 16. 

There’s no gas-rationing in North- 
ern Ohio yet, but the rubbertire 
bugaboo is so formidable from a 
psychological angle that it’s already 
putting the kibosh on such outlying 
amusement resorts as Brady Lake 
Park. 

In less than a month since it was 
reopened by a new Cleveland syndi- 
ev*> huciness in its Marine Room 
took such a dive that operators of 
uus Swank nitery were forced to 
drop its expensive floor shows. 

















Billy House Starts 


Vaude Tour in Cleve. 


Cleveland, June 16. 


In circylation again after 18 
months in road version of ‘Heliza- 
poppin,’ Billy House started a four- 
week whirl in vaude at RKO Palace 
last Friday (12) with Bobby Jarvis 
as his partner. 

Rotund comedian, traveling in his 
auto-trailer, is jumping to Balti- 
more’s Hipp after date here. Also 


| booked for the Earle in Washington 


June 26, followed by the State in 
New York week of July 3. If nego- 
tiations with Earl Carroll are satis- 
factory, he will then go into latter’s 
Los Angeles theatre-casino, 


Bands for RKO, Dayton 


Cincinnati, June 16. 

Bands will headline the RKO Co- 
lonial, Dayton, O., for the first four 
weeks of the 1942-43 season, which 
has been set to open Aug. 14. Book- 
ings are directed out of Cincy by 
Col. Arthur Frudenfeld, assistant to 
Ike Libson, general manager of RKO 
theatres in southwest Ohio. 


Jan Garber will be the initial 
topper at the Dayton house. In turn 
will follow Ozzie Nelson with Har- 
riet Hilliard, Ted Lewis and Duke 
Ellington. It’s the Duke’s first time 
in the theatre; others are repeats. 











AERIALIST HURT 


Des Moines, June 18. 

Imogene Trott, 18, a member of the 
Aerial Dukes trio, suffered severe 
bruises when the catch rope broke 
and she fell 10 feet into a pile of 
gravel at Riverview park yesterday. 
There were no fractures, but it is ex- 
pected she will be out of act for a 
few days. 

The injury was the first she has 
had in two seasons of work. 





Howard Webb has returned with 
his electric organ and solovox to the 
Rio Tavern, Tod Hotel, Youngs- 





town. 





vv 


Inevitable 


Philadelphia, June 16. 


Jerry Wallace, director of a 
singing group of males billed as 
the ‘Guardsmen,’ is planning an- 
other. 


It’s to be known as the ‘Com- 
mandos.’ 


TIVOLT, FRISCO, 
REOPENING FOR 
GIRL SHOWS 


San Francisco, June 16. 

In the belief this war-booming 
town can stand some more enter- 
tainment aimed directly at the sol- 
diers and sailors who crowd the 
streets, Homer Curran will reopen 
the famed old Tivoli theatre Thurs- 
day (18) for presentation of A. B, 
Marcus girl shows at popular prices. 
Prices will run 25c to $1, with two 
| shows nightly, 8 and 10 o’clock. 


Curran also operates San Fran- 
cisco’s two solvent legitimate houses, 
|Geary and Curran, 


Berle Guaranteed 846, 
Split Over 236 in Chi 


Milton Berle, through the William 
Morris office, has set further stage 
dates following his two-week run at 
Loew’s State, N. Y., opening June 25. 

July 11 Berle goes to the Atlantic 
City Steel Pier for a week, then to 
Oriental, Chicago, opening July 24. 
At the latter spot he’ll get a guaran- 
tee of $8,500 for the week, plus a 50- 
50 split of the gross over $23,000. At 
84%G ‘Variety’s’ cub columnist will 
be setting still another record salary 
for himself. 


























He’s due back on the Coast Aug. 5, 
when shooting starts on ‘Over My 
Dead Body.’ Lynn Bari plays oppo- 
site him in the 20th-Fox pic. - 





Paul Marr Expands 
Chicago, June 16. 
Paul Marr, vaude agent and 
booker, has opened offices in Des 
Moines and will commute between 
Chicago and the [owa city regularly. 





Larry Lux will handle the Chi of- 
fice. 


Army, Navy, Police Clamp Down 
On Philly ‘Barbary Coast’; 14 Cates. 
Held ‘Out of Bounds for Services 


Philadelphia, June 16. 


A continuation of brawls between 
service men and civilians capped by 
a murder Friday night (12), caused 
the Army, Navy and police depart- 
ment to crack down on Philly’s 
‘Barbary Coast’ sector over the 


weekend. 
Fourteen honkytonks were placed 
under __ strict quarantine, with 


cops and M.P.’s placed in front of 
the joints to prevent anyone from 
entering. The quarantine, taken 
under the wartime emergency laws, 
will continue as long as it’s neces- 
sary, according to Acting Mayor 
Bernard Samuel. 

The District Attorney’s office 
warned that the action. would be 
taken in other areas unless niteries 
and boites hew close to the line and 
obey the laws governing the opera- 
tion of liquor selling and clear their 
spots of undesirable characters. 

Navy Fed Up 

The action was taken only after 
the Navy, fed up with appealing to 
the city authorities to clean up the 
‘coast,’ took matters in its own hands 
and declared the entire area ‘out of 
bounds.’ Prostitutes infest the dis- 
trict. Health authorities have found 
that liquor and beer glasses are in- 
fected with disease germs. Many 
cases of venereal diseases, reported 
by visiting service men, have been 
traced to the district. 

The Mayor revealed that the city, 
which has only a loose control over 
bistros (direct control is under the 
supervision of the State Liquor Con- 
trol Board), would compel all op- 
erators to obtain entertainment and 
dancing licenses if any music at all 
is played in the spot. If any viola- 
tions were found, the licenses will 
be lifted, the Mayor said, and the 
proprietors prosecuted. 





2 Cleve. Cafes ‘Out of Bounds’ 


Cleveland, June 16. 

Three more niteries and one 
burlesque house were placed on the 
‘out-of-bounds’ list by army pro- 
vosts, who regard Cleveland’s night 
life in general a§ too torrid and de- 
moralizing for soldiers. 

George Young's Roxy, the only 
burlesque emporium at this Lake 
Erie port, is the first theatre here 
to be tabooed by morale officers of 
Fort Hayes at Columbus, O. They 

(Continued on page 46) 


TOM BROWN VICTOR IN 
$1,292 VAUDE PAY SUIT 


Hollywood, June 16. 
Superior Court sut by Tom 
Brown for $1,292 against Sam How- 
ard and Irving Yates, vaude agents, 
has been won by the actor. 
Coin was claimed due for salary 
with ‘Hollywood on the Loose’ unit, 
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N.Y. Opening of Henie-Wirtz Ice Show | Ph 
Is Contingent on Settlement with AGV A 





‘Stars On Ice,’ new skating revue, 
is announced to open at the Center, 
N. Y., July 2, but that may depend 
on the outcome of a battle to union- 
ize the skaters being waged by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Correspondence has been _ inter- 
changed by Walter Greaza, now ad- 


ministrative chairman of AGVA, and 
Arthur M. Wirtz, co-producer with 
Sonja Henie of ‘Stars.’ The latter 
is adamant in refusing to sign a basic 
agreement. 

Backing AGVA 100% for the first 
time since it was set up are the other 
talent unions, principally Equity. and 
Screen Actors Guild. Latter’s posi- 
tion may be the key to a setile- 
ment, since Miss Henie is a member 
of SAG and could be subject to its 
action, which would possibly be in- 
imical to her Hollywood studio en- 
gagements. 

First edition of the Henie-Wirtz 
rink show, ‘It Happens on Ice,’ at 
the Center had an agreement with 
AGVA, but there was none for the 
second edition of ‘Ice.’ Reason is 
that those in charge of AGVA at the 
time made demands which Wirtz 
declared to be impossible. AGVA’s 
schedule of pay originally called for 
$75 minimum for principals and $50 
for chorus. Attempt was made to 
increase the minimum to $125 weekly 
for principals and $75 for chorus, 
which upset the applecart. Wirtz 
took the position that because of 
AGVA's internal difficulties he be- 
lieved the union to be too unstable 
to be tied up with a contract. He ob- 
jected also to an attempt to limit 
performances to eight weekly, with 
evertime for additional shows. 

There are 15 principals in ‘Stars,’ 
chorus being around 30. Number of 
skaters in the various ice shows ap- 
proximates 374. Only three or four 
in the new ‘Ice’ belong to AGVA. 
Center’s ice attraction is generally 
regarded as a legit show, but Equity 
did not classify it that way. 

Wirtz was also upset by the re- 
cent verdict of American Arbitra- 
tion Assn. Arbiters awarding Le 
Verne, featured skater, $3,925 and 
holding that Wirtz had dismissed her 
from ‘Ice’ because of AGVA activ- 
ities. 

—~s— 
Sonja Pays Off 
Hollywood, June 16. 

Sonja Henie agreed to pay $350 
apiece to Barbara Carabin, Grace 
Gale and Mary Taylor to dismiss 
charges of unfair labor practice filed 
with the National Labor Relations 
Board. 

Femme skaters had charged the 
star and 20th-Fox with discrimina- 
tion in the casting of a picture be- 
cause of their Guild activities. 
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LIQUIDATION SALE 


ARTHUR .ALBERT, Auctioneer 


WILL SELL AT 


PUBLIC AUCTION 


TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 1942 
AT 10:30 A.M. 
At 318 West 46th St., N. Y. C. 


Entire Stock, Fixtures & Equipment of 
TAMS COSTUME CO. 


Established 66 Years 
Who were known as the largest 
CéStumers in the World to the 
Theatrical Profession. 


inventoried at $450,000.00 


Consisting of a Complete Line of 


THEATRICAL & MASQUERADE 
COSTUMES 


OF EVERY KIND & DESCRIPTION 
Complete Sets for Entire Productions, 
Protessional and Amateur Shows, Re- 
views, Minstrels, Pageants, Musicals, 
Historical, ete. 
ae MASKS AND WIGS 
ACCESSORIES, SHOES & BOOTS 
Laces Trimmings, Fringe and Braids 
TRADE NAME & GOOD WILL 
OF THE TAMS COSTUME CO. 
WILL BE OFFERED FOR SALB 
For Further Information Apply To 
_ ARTHUR ALBERT 
230 W. 40 St., N.Y.C. Tel. PE. 6-6252 


| 





Jersey Nitery Razed | 
By Fire, Damage 125G_ 


Union Township, N. J., June 16. | 
Fire of undetermined origin razed 
the Flagship, local nitery, early | 
Saturday morning (13). Blaze, 
which broke out in the dining room 
about 3 a.m., shortly after the club 
closed for the night, swiftly spread 
throughout the structure and was 
well beyond control by the time 
firemen arrived. 

Local Fire Chief Bond estimated 
the damage at $125,000. 


CAFE SUPPLIES 
HAY WAGONS 
FOR TRANSIT 


Buffalo, June 16. 
Defense-busy Western New York so 
far has escaped gas rationing but 
prospect of that plus rubber situation 
has laid a heavy finger this season 
on danceries and niteries calling for 
transportation facilities. Much of the 
travail is mental, upon proprietors 


who don’t know whether to open 

full blast for season or keep a canny 

eye peeled for a quick shutdown. 
Spots in Buffalo, with war-plant 














pay envelopes seeking an _ outlet, 
aren’t generally affected. Suburban 
spots are taking the strain. Dell- 


wood Lodge, usually operated on 
full-time basis, is running only week- 
ends. Williamsville Glen Casino is 
going at top speed but owner is un- 
decided about reopening Barn nitery 
on same spot to full capacity. Shuffle 
parlors south of the city, including 
Celeron Park near Jamestown, which 
lured big bands, are planning cur- 
tailed activity. 

One nitery operator is said to have 
hired 10 hay wagons for time gas ra- 
tioning is slapped on, to transport 
his trade to and from city line. Some 
attention being given to plan to put 
Kleinhans Music Hall, heretofore 
used only for one-nighters, onto 
regular dancery schedule with Bob 
Armstrong’s WBEN house band. Hall 
is in center of Buffalo. 





Medico Parley Cures 
Atlantic City Ills For 





Atlantie City, June 16. 

When the American Medical So- 
ciety concluded its seven-day con- 
vention here Friday (12) it was 
found the physicians, their families 
and the 3,500 accompanying medical 
exhibitors left $1,515,000 in cold cash 
in this resort, which sorely needed 
it. 

Hotels, their cocktail lounges and 
restaurants received largest percent- 
age, with better niteries a close sec- 
ond. Boardwalk film houses reported 
excellent business the entire week. 

San Francisco gets the convention 
next year, St. Louis in 1944 and 
New York in 1945. 

Ft. Worth Nitery in Summer Foid 
Fort Worth, Texas, June 16. 

The 400 Club has closed for the 
season. 

Reopening set for September. 





Johnny Brown temporarily replac- 
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ing alto saxist Tab Smith with Count 
Basie. 








in America.’ 
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Now Making 
Personal Appearances 


HOTEL ... CHICAGO 





Winner of Radio Guide’s National Fj 
Poll... as ‘Most Loved Songstress 


Network, Breakfast Club 


CAMELLIA HOUSE ... DRAKE 





Wk., Spends $1,515,000 





illy Clampdown 


Continued from page 45 








refused to give any grounds for the 
ban on it, although Young declares 
he ordered his strippers to tone 
down their numbers several months 
ago. 

Army officers at that time put 
four night joints on their official 
black-books for running ‘ribald’ 
shows and getting them into ‘bad 
company.’ Latest ones to be black- 
listed are Nate Pilisdorf’s Cedar 
Gardens, Pony’s Bar and the La 
Conga Club. Those cite# dur- 
ing the winter season were the Red 
Raven, the Hot Spot, Cow-Shed and 
Vim Cafe. 


Tipped off by the M.P.’s, local 
coppers cooperated by knocking off 
the Army and Navy Union Club for 
repeated likker violations. Both 
Charles O’Connell, well known here 
as a former prize-fighter and one- 
time owner of the Iroquois Club, 
and William McCann were arrested 
as operators of the speakeasy. 
O’Connell was also charged with 
trying to muss up the John Law who 
pinched him after nabbing a glass 
of likker as evidence. Case continued 
to June 24 and bail set at $1,000. 


Following the arrest, landlord of 
the building beat cops to the punch 
in padlocking the club by ordering 
O'Connell and McCann to vamoose. 
Jack Butler, county commander of 
the Army and Navy Union for ex- 
servicemen, said it had divorced it- 
self from the joint last March when 
it lost its license. 


DELMAR PLANS 
2-A-DAY VAUDER 


Harry Delmar, producer for USO- 
Camp Shows, Inc., is planning to take 
a five weeks’ leave of absence in late 
summer to produce a_ two-a-day 
vaude show on his own for Broad- 
way. It will be titled ‘Full Speed 
Ahead.’ Show will be designed spe- 
cifically for New York, with no 
thought of touring. 

Producer, who did ‘Delmar’s Rev- 
els’ back in 1927, has finances set for 
the show. 


Sing or Spill the Soup, 
Philly AGVA Warns In 
Edict to Cafe Waiters 


Philadelphia, June 16. 

The Philadelphia unit of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
last week issued a ukase to singing 
waiters—they’ve either got to be 
singers or waiters. 

‘If they want to sing they'll have 
to get an AGVA card,’ said Richard 
Mayo, executive secretary. ‘Other- 
wise they’ll have to confine them- 
selves to lugging the trays.’ 

Mayo is skedded to confer this 
week with officials of the Waiters 
Union. 

















Saranac Lake 


By Harry Clifton 
(Understudying for Happy Benway) 





Bobby Graham, Toronto theatre 
critic, back to bed at his home in 
Toronto. 


of the cure in Saranac Lake, reports 


fine. 

Recent .arrival at the Rogers, is 
Jerry De Rene of New York. 

The colony very sorry to learn of 
the passing of Eddie Vogt’s father 
recently. 

Cliff Farmer, from Chicago, is an 
outstanding cure at the Rogers. 


Agnes Orr was bedsided by her 
father from NYC recently at the 
Rogers. 


Walter Conley and his Mrs. have 
taken an apartment in the village, 
where Walter will continue his cure. 

Ann Comerford, Mary Black and 
) ag Rocketer, celebrated birth- 

ays. 


Monroe Colman, lab technician at 
the Rogers for years, leaves for a 
defense job. 

Airplane models made by the 
patients at the Rogers are on display 
in the lounge at the lodze. Planes 
modeled by Johnny Jones, Harry 
Feingold. Marvin Dyer and Victor 
Rocketer, . 


Hazel Smith’s father popped in 
from Utica recently for a “iay’s visit. 

Dr. William Stern ts now on the 
medical staff at the Will Rogers. 











(Write to those who are ill.) 





Maps Texas Cafe Circuit 
To Ease Transit Problem 


Fort Worth, Texas, June 16. 
Ted Adair, m.c. at the Clover 
Club, has a plan for night club man- 
agers to cooperate in maintaining a 
circuit so that outstanding out-of- 
Texas talent can be brought in with 
an assurance of several engagements 
in the state. He believes this is one 
answer to the transportation prob- 
lem. 
Among cities promising - coopera- 
tion with the Clover are Houston, 
Corpus Christi and San Antonio. 


WALTERS SELLS 
HUB NITERY 
FOR 3506 


The biggest night club deal in 
some years is being consummated 
between Lou Walters and Ben 
Gaines this week, with Walters sell- 
ing his Latin Quarter in Boston to 
Gaines for a figure reputed to be 
$350,000. Coin represents rent on a 
10-year lease, plus use of the name, 
kitchen and other equipment. 

Walters, who recently opened a 
Latin Quarter in N. Y., and also 
operates an L.Q. in Miafhi, opened 
the Boston spot four years ago. It 
was his first and virtually an im- 
mediate click. However, his N. Y. 
spot is his biggest money-maker to 
date. In the Hub Walters claims he’s 
on his own, but in N. Y. he has 
theatre operator E. M. Loew as a 
50% partner and another partner in 
Miami. 

Gaines is known in nitery and 
hotel operations. He was partnered 
with Jack Dempsey in the operation 
of the Dempsey-Vanderbilt hotel at 
Miami Beach. He bought out Demp- 
sey’s share, but early this spring, 
along with virtually all the other 
operators in that beach area, Gaines 
leased the luxury hostelry to the 
Army for the duration. He also 
operates the Beachcomber in Miami. 

Deal for the Hub Latin Quarter 
is currently being worked out in 
that city. Gaines may take over 
by the end of this week. 








Folds for Summer 
Boston, June 16. 

Lou Walter’s local Latin Quarter 
closed Saturday (13) after a highly 
successful season, but was unable to 
operate for the summer months due 
to priorities on air-conditioning 
equipment. 

The Rio Casino will brave the heat 
and remain open for the first sum- 
mer. The Mayfair will be open on 
Sundays as well as the weekdays, 
whereas the Latin Quarter previ- 
ously received the heavy Sunday 
play. The Cocoanut Grove remains 
open as usual. 

Other exceptions are the Copley 
Plaza’s Oval Room, and Hotel Stat- 
ler’s Terrace Room, both normally 
shuttered at this time, but which 
will conduct an experiment, since 
gas rationing is expected to keep 
folks close to home. 





Raymond Ford, who saw 10 years | 


from Los Angeles that he is doing | 





Carroll’s Comics 


Hollywood, June 16. 
will have the run of the 
stage at the Earl Carroll nitery 
when the summer edition of ‘Star 
Spangled Glamour’ is unveiled July 
18. Set for the new revue are the 
following acts, all on the comedy 


Comics 


Rolly Rolls, Shirley Wayne and 
Aurora, sister of Carmen Miranda. 

Holdovers from the current ex- 
travaganza are St. Clair and Day, 
dancers; Bill Brady, vocalist, and 
Galli Galli, magician. 


side: Happy Felton, Wiere Brothers, | 





Philly Canteen Ends AGVA Differences 
Arising From Actor Freezeout’ on Bd. 


Philadelphia, June 16. 
The Philadelphia Stage Door Can- 
teen last weekend patched up its dif- 
ferences with the American Guild 
of Variety Artists and local actors 
and is all set to open for business 
this Saturday (20). 


The differences (called a ‘mis- 
understanding’ by the canteen peo- 
ple) grew out of the apparent 
‘freeze-out’ of variety entertainers 
from the Canteen’s board, which is 
composed mainly of socialites and 
civic bigwigs. ° 

The actors resented being ignored 
and were all set to open a service 
men’s canteen of their own, operated 
and manned entirely by thesps. 
Their canteen was to be known as 
the ‘Back Stage Canteen.’ 


When their plans were made pub- 
lic in last week's ‘Variety,’ Mrs. 
Meyer Davis, vice-chairman of the 
entertainment committee of the 
Canteen, called on Richard Mayo, 
executive secretary of the AGVA 
local here, and invited him to take 
a post on the advisory board. Mayo 
pleaded the press of other business. 
Mrs. Davis then asked that Mayo 
recommend two actors to serve on 
the board. 


Mayo agreed. He will put up the 
question of actor representation at 
the next meeting of the board of 
directors of AGVA. 


With the proper representation 
assured, Mayo said he was ready to 
give the canteen 100% cooperation 
as soon as he gets the okay from 
the AGVA international office in 
New York. 

The Canteen will have a ‘dona- 
tion day’ preview on Friday (19) 
at which anyone who brings an arti- 
cle of food, cooking utensil, cigarets, 
etc., will be allowed in. It will be 
the only time the Canteen will be 
open to the general public. 

At the official opening for service 
men, there will be several hundred 
girls on hand to dance with the 
boys; a gala show has been planned, 
and Meyer Davis’ orchestra will fur- 
nish the dance music cuffo. 

The entertainment committee is 
headed by Mrs. Dorothy Clark Nor- 
man, an ex-‘Follies’ girl. Besides 
Mrs. Davis, the other members are: 
Anne Francine, C. David Hocker, 
Alfred Geary, Carleton Harris, 
George Kearney, Edmund Rodgers, 
Mary Binney Montgomery, Virginia 
Davis, Mrs. Emlen Etting, Emma 
Feldman, Ted Schlanger, Fred C. 
Schaeffer, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Scott, Mrs. J. David Stern, and 
Reeves Wetherill. Stan Lee Broza, 
program director of WCAU, is in 
charge of the radio division of the 
Canteen. 





Forest Park, near East Toledo, O., 
opened its summer dancing season 
June 13, with Wayne Brun and a 10- 
piece orchestra playing every Sat- 
urday, Sunday and Wednesday. 











PHIL 
REGAN 


Personal Representatives 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif, 











CAPPELLA: PATRICIA 


“Smart-looking ballroom pair, are 
excellent, spins and acro work are 
their specialty, for a concluding 
number they do a Mexican Dance 
that’s a high spot.” < ‘. 

Loop—‘Variety. 
8rd HOLD OVER CHEZ PAREE 








Thanks to Sam Bramson 





——— 











NELSON 











First New York Appearance 


SISTERS 


Sweethearts of the 39th Division of the Dive 
Bombers U.S. Army Air Corps 


NOW ...LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
(Week June 11th) 
BOOKED BY M.C.A. 











————————————— 
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L. A. Vande Revival Voted Best $1.65 
Buy Town Ever Had; Nut 176 Ist Wk. 





Los Angeles, June 10. 


Fred F. Finkiehoffe presents ‘Show 
Time, featuring George Jessel, Jack 
Haley, Ella Logan, The De Marcos, 
Kitty Carlisle, Buck & Bubbles, 
Olsen & Shirley, Con Colleano and 
Lucienne & Ashour at the Biltmore, 
Los Angeles, for indefinite engage- 
ment starting June 10, 1942; $1.65 


top. 





With the fever rampant in the east 
and central areas of the country for 
vaudeville, Los Angeles had its first 
view of the big-time entertainment 
at the Biltmore here tonight (Wed- 
nesday). It was not the type of 
presentation or routining that the 
customers had been getting at the 
old Orpheum for $1.65 top (same for 
this show), but it’s sterling, gilt- 
edged entertainment that took the 
first-night audience and subsequent 
ones by storm and will warrant more 
than the usual week’s sojourn that 
has been afforded local vaude shows, 


The theatre has three and one-half 
weeks of playing time that this show 
can run and will have availabie time 
between legit bookings for vaude 
bills in case the town will support 
entertainment of this kind. 


Nut for the show first week is 
pretty heavy, due to preliminary ex- 
penses of advertising, fares, etc., 
running from $16,500 to $17,000. 
Payroll for the talent is around $10,- 
000, which Finklehoffe bonded for 
with AGVA. Other expenses would 
bring normal nut to around $14,500. 
Trade opening night hit around 
$1,300, with subsequent two days 
tallying collectively $2,500. Matinees 
were not of much consequence on 
the two days, but weekend of three 
shows Saturday and Sunday gave 
the house a chance to ring up an 
average of $3,000 a day. 


As composite entertainment this 
show is the best the town has ever 
had at $1.65 top, and a show of this 
standard should be able to click as 
regular fare, providing talent of this 
calibre could regularly be assembled, 
for which currently the outlook is 
dubious and an impediment in mak- 
ing vaude anywhere in the country 
steady weekly fare. Naturally, the 

roducers of these shows could not 
ive on the week-stand basis, and 
here again it is controversial as to 
whether or not, after the initial nov- 
elty of a vaude show without a pic- 
ture, stage shows could weather two 
or more weeks. Experimentation is 
the only thing that could prove this 

oint. How many of The boys keenly 
nterested in the comeback of vaude 
would take the gamble is quite con- 
jectural, for show backers in any 
form want winners from the start. 


Opening night was most reminis- 
cent of other opening nights for big- 
time vaude. It brought out those 
who were regular subscribers to the 
old Orpheum here ahd the many 
vaude and pic acts who have become 
local inhabitants since the death- 
knell of the two-a-day shows locally. 
There was unusual enthusiasm by 
this crowd, who took over most of 
the lower floor of the theatre. They 
reminded of a preview night, where 
titles and what not on the screen are 
applauded. And they applauded 
everything here. 


It was a great stimulator for those 
in back of the foots to give their all. 
And they did, for they presented a 
smart, classy and entertaining pro- 
gram for two and one-half hours. 
Consensus of the audience after the 
first show was that vaude was in. It 
was—with them—no doubt. Many 
will repeat during the stay of the 
show, as they have been in the habit 
of doing for night-club entertain- 
ment. With virtually no class spots 
having outstanding talent, the show 
crowd especially will wend fheir way 
down to the Biltmore to relax while 
George Jessel and his co-artists ca- 
vort, mimic, dance and clown to 
their delight. That'll help plenty in 


klehoffe budget for Fred Fin 


Jessel, beyond question, is the 
highlight of the show. He’s never 
toiled harder or more zealously than 
he is doing here. Con Colleano 
opens with his wire-walking routine 
and it clicked magnificently, after 
which Jessel comes forth with line 
of patter and gags which the show 
crowd went for hook, line and sinker 
Prior to his introducing the knock- 
about acrobatic dance team of Olsen 
and Shirley. This team _ scored 
strongly with their pushing, knock- 
ing and tossing each other’s torsos 
about the stage, after which Jessel 
came forth to tell the folks that Kitty 

arlisle Was again in Hollywood. 

ng time since she had been around 
Picts and many sort of didn’t re- 
ember her. So she chanted a trio of 

“ps. clowned a bit with Jessel and 
Bot away nicely. Then things began 
happen. The show started to 
wy up with the appearance of 
ven Haley. Latter, too, had not been 
0 around for a long spell, his last 
appearance being over 10 years ago 

S m.c, at the State. But the crowd 





went strong for Haley’s corny gags, 
comedy songs, mugging, etc. The 
conclusion of his turn, his bit with 
Miss Carlisle, stopped the proceed- 
ings. 

Tony De Marco with his new part- 
ner, Sally Craven, appearing as the 
De Marcos and coming towards the 
end of the program, are on for 20 
minutes, going through the De Marco 
repertoire that includes the Levitsky, 
Volga Boatman and tango, stopping 
the show cold with their smart ball- 
room stuff. Miss Craven is not only 
a chic and fascinating personality, 
but an eager and ambitious terpsi- 
chorean and adequate for the teach- 
ings and handling of De Marco. 


Jessel, of course, would not let the 
curtain down without a few more 
laughs in the first part of the show, 
so he comes forth with his clowning, 
chanting and a modern declamation 
to mama on the telephone. This is 
a panic and had the crowd in good 
spirits at intermission. 

Second portion of the show has 
Jessel and Haley do one of those ‘Off 
to Buffalo’ talking routines to pie- 
cede Lucienne and Ashour, conti- 
nental knockabout dancing team of 
man and woman, who maul each 
other with their floor-sweeping tac- 
tics and manipulations that tremen- 
dously pleased the customers, 


Then comes the highlight, Jessel 
presenting his eccentric and gro- 
tesque characterization of ‘Prof. 
Larbamore,’ the Czecho professor on 
a lecture tour to get enough mazuma 
together to feed the hungry relatives 
he has spread around continental 
Europe as a result of Hitlerization. 
He just panicked them, and the pic- 
ture mob out front may rediscover 
Jessel as the modern Groucho Marx 
minus freres. Jessel is a new Jessel 
in this bit of biz and proved himself 
a master entertainer the opening 
night. Even his many ‘envious’ 
friends in the audience for the 
opener without reluctance admitted 
that fact. 


Buck and Bubbles are next-to-clos- 
ing. They’re naturals. An audience 
that had been heartily entertained 
during the preceding portion of the 
evening continued on its merry 
voyage watching the antics of this 
colored couple. The routine of the 
boys is their standard, but it was 
new to most of the audience and 
they just had to tear themselves off 
the rostrum to make way for Ella 
Logan, who has the tough assignment 
to close the show. However, this 
Scotch lass doesn’t flinch. She 
comes through in masterful style and 
manner and had the audience with 
her throughout her chanting. Haley 
is on to do a comedy scene and song 
with her for the finale; it just about 
wrapped up the mob. 

This show is a natural and if held 
intact can keep on entertaining most 
satisfactorily wherever it goes. And 
if the show that Sid Grauman pre- 
sents at the El Capitan in a couple 
of weeks has equal merit, the town 
will have no squawks coming about 
a lack of vaude talent. Ung. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Lucky Millinder Orch (16), Sister 


Rosetta Tharpe, Trevor’ Bacon, 
Rhythm Willie, Brookins & Van, Otto 
Eason, Billy Adams & Victoria 


Spivey, Sandy Burns & Givens; ‘Cas- 
tle in the Desert’ (20th). 





With all its minor shortcomings 
current stage lineup at this Harlem 
spot adds up to topnotch vaude. 
Lucky Millinder, suave and alert, 
and his alternately hot and smooth 
orch are, of course, the mainstays. 
Millinder not only leads, he sells 
with such band specialists as Trevor 
Bacon, vocalist; Rhythm Willie, 
standout harmonica soloist: and Tab 
Smith, sax. His business with Sister 
Tharpe, spiritual-type singer, who’s 
featured in the billing, is a bit too 
suggestive at times, however. Some 
of his orchestrations, such as ‘Rustles 
of Spring’ and ‘Savoy,’ are hard to 
equal, much less top. 

Miss Tharpe was suffering from 
laryngitis at show caught. Her 
‘Four, Five Times’ and ‘Man I Love’ 
came through nicely despite the 
handicap though she was unable to 
do any encores, 

Bacon is a moderately pleasing 
vocalist, getting over fairly well 
with ‘I'll Pray For You,’ a nifty 
tune pointed up nicely by the band, 
and ‘We’re Gonna Move.’ 

Brookins and Van, song and dance 
duo, went over big. Tapster has a 
few routines that are unusual and 
socko while comedy is also well 
handled. Otto Eason clicks with his 
roller skating routine and Rhythm 
Willie is another hit. 


Billy Adams and Victoria Spivey | 


start off with some pallid, double 
entendre comedy patter which fails 
to impress. Adams tien goes into 
eccentric tap dancing that wowed 
’em. Burns and Givens, male come- 
dy team, compiete lineup with some 
conventional gags. Mori. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, June 14. 
John Buckmaster, Paul Remos Co., 
Lee Sims & Ilomay Bailey, 15 
Rhythm Rockets, Sam Jack Kaufman 
House Orch with Lynn Allison; ‘I 
Married An Angel’ (M-G). 








There is much to commend this 
stage presentation, from the very 
colorful and applause-getting patri- 
otic medley by Sam Jack Kaufman’s 
house orchestra, highlighted by Lynn 
Allison vocalizing, right through to 
the closing number of the Rhythm 
Rockets (line), though the final num- 
ber by the girls with the luminous- 
painted costumes is just a bit of a 
letdown after the manner in which 
things are built to the climax. 

Kaufman’s overtures Have devel- 
oped into a real attention-getter each 
week. He’s keeping them timely; in 
arranging the Flag Day medley he 
works in the national anthems of 
many of the allied nations with tell- 
ng effect. Miss Allison helps a lot, 
00. 

Stage opens with a neat dance rou- 
tine by the girls in long flowing 
gowns, leading into the acrobatic, 
spectacular dancing of Lyda Sue. 
She gives the show an excellent 
start. 

Paul Remos and his two midgets 
click on the excellent acros and 
comedy. The highlight, however, is 
the laughable conga done by the 
midgets. 

Lee Sims and Ilomay Ps iley also 
go over, with Sims at the piano and 
Miss Bailey singing in their standard 
turn. 

John Buckmaster, son of actress 
Gladys Cooper, is comparatively new 
hereabouts. A Briton, he’s pretty 
clever in his mimicries. He’s a class 
booking for vaude or niteries. 

Marg. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, June 12. 
Veloz & Yolanda, 6 Lovely Ladies, 
Arnaut Brothers & Nelly’ (5) 
Gaynor & Ross, Wally Brown; ‘Juke 
Girl (WB). 








Somewhat heavy, but’ good, enter- 
tainment. Bill is headed by Veloz 
and Yolanda, whose ballroom work 
hasn't graced a local stage or floor in 
some months. Their return has been 
awaited. 

Opening are Gaynor and Ross, 
skating duo who work on an ele- 
vated table. Guy and gal do a ter- 
rifically fast bit and show neat 
tricks. Turn is set off nicely by 
specially arranged music and light- 
ing. 

Wally Brown m.c.s and also han- 
dles chatter that’s okay, besides 
some singing that goes over via 
salesmanship. Good, clean fun all 
the way, with Brown keeping it 
moving in sweet style. 

Four Arnault brothers and Sister 
Nelly, always a top-selling act, prove 
their merit. Act opens with single 
violin bit, building to a fiddle quintet. 
All are good musicians, know how to 
use their head and feet as well as 
their hands. Their bits of simul- 
taneous balancing and fiddling are 
solid. Family also adept at whist- 
ling, chirping words much the same 
as the average person’ speaks. 
Climax the act with a ‘bird wedding,’ 
done to chirp. 

Six Lovely Ladies, vocal group, 
are good looking, with top voices. 
They sing on the sweet side, using 
clever arrangements, 

Veloz and Yolanda go through a 
smart routine as usual. They really 
know how to sell. Especially well 
done is their ‘Mexican Dance.’ For 
encore they save their top bit, ‘Tango 
Yolanda.’ It commanded another en- 
core, in which they did an ‘Old Fash 
ioned Jitterbug,’ dance typical of the 
old dances done jn present-day style. 
This gives them a neat opportunity 
to show their skill at all types of 
dancing, and they deliver socko. 

Loop. 


TOWER, K. C. 











Kansas City, June 13. 
Ray Martell, Chesney & Worth, 
16 Victorias, Southern Sisters (2), 
| Peggy Ann McCord, Herb Six House 
Orch; ‘Yokel Boy’ (Rep) and ‘This 
Way Please’ (Par). 





| Vaude is rather mildly presented 


jat the Tower this week by the stand- 
ard assemblage of four imported acts, 
amateur winner and the Herb Six 
house band. Third week running 
double-feature policy is in effect and 
screen fare is probably best of the 
three dual bills thus far tried. Films 
have the sway at tke boxoffice, ac- 
cordingly, and not too much is ex- 
pected of the stage turns. 

Beginning of the 44 minutes with 
a specia) Six arrangement of ‘Volga 
Boatmen’ is favorable, with Ray 
Martell coming on to double as m.c. 
After that most of the stage time is 
taken up by ordinary acts with one 
or two exceptions. The Southern 
Sisters’ acrobatic duo shows a rou- 
tine of regulation cartwheels, spins 
iand flips no way out of the ordinary. 
Likewise Chesney and Worth are in 
the same groove, althcugh they edd 
a bit of novelty since a femme-male 
singing duo hasn‘t been seen here in 
months. 

Better moment is then added by 








Peggy Ann McCord, the weekly am 
guest. Her tapping is not yet pro- 
fessional but accomplished, and she 
registers more strongly on appear- 
ance. Martel has his own turn at 
mimicry, turning out quite recogniz- 
able vocal impersonations of such 
standbys as Ned Sparks, Charles 
Laughton, Charles Boyer, Wallace 
Beery and Amos ’n’ Andy, highlight- 
ing several with comedy material. 
Closing is turned over to the Six 
Victorias, troupe of four gals and 
two men. Mainstay is cycle work 
wherein most every accepted stunt 
of both bicycle and monocycle is ex- 
hibited by one or another of the 
troupe; feature work is six-wheel 
drill, 4t’s all quite standard until 
they try embellishing turn with 
horns and saxes and only to lower 
and diversify their appeal. 

Trade holding nicely, and looks 
like twin pictures will be the policy 
from here on except when a proven 
stage attraction, such as name bands 
or well-known units, is available. 

Quin. 


GAYETY, MONTREAL 


Montreal, June 15. 
Looney Lewis, Sammy Smith, 
Stanley Simmons, Cleo Canfield, 
Johnny Cook, Maxine Bros. & Bobby, 
Cartell & Rosa, House Line (21), 
Sidare & Kaye, Len Howard Orch 
(9). 








Several absentees from the list of 
contracted players at current Gayety 
show (they may turn up later in 
week) handicanned opening matinee 
this afternoon (15), but troupers 
Lewis, Smith, Simmonds, Cook and 
Cleo Canfield manned the breach 
and pulled through to a success be- 
fore a three-quarter house. 

Some of the quips of the above 
quintet are on the borderline, but 
the mob ate them up and howled for 
more. Miss Canfield went through 
her routine to a number of big 
plaudits and the clowning of Sammy 
Smith and Looney Lewis garnered 
plenty laughs. Especially good is 
the pugilist farce which had the 
crowd in stitches. 


A first-class yaude turn is the dog 
act of Maxine Bros. and Bobby. 
Cartell and Rosa put on a standard 
rope act ending with whip-cracking 
and cutting cigaret in two out of the 
mouth of the girl. Also well re- 
ceived. Sidare and Kaye do neat 
terping in an adagio turn. Howard 
orch adequately covers all require- 
ments and the house line goes 
through good, if standard, routines. 

Lane. 


Grand Opera House, Chi. 


(‘HEADLINERS OF ’42’) 


—_ — 


Chicago, June 11. 

Al Bloomingdale and Nat Karson 
present ‘Headliners of 42,’ starring 
Bert Lahr, Joe E. Lewis, Bert 
Wheeler; features Mary Raye & 
Naldi, Romo Vincent, Frances Faye, 
Lynn, Royce & Vanya, Biltmorettes 
(3), Pegleg Bates, Paul Sydell & 
Spotty, Hank Ladd and Francetta 
Malloy. David Mordecai, conductor; 
opened at Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago, May 10, '42; $2.75 top. 





After a three-day tryout in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., this 10-at@t, two-a-day 
variety bill opened resoundingly last 
night (10) here to an audience which 
was very friendly and plenty en- 
thusiastic. It was an audience that 
resembled greatly the regulars who 
used to make it a date every Sunday 
night in the old two-a-day Palace on 
Broadway. Grand Rapids or Chicago 
—this is the kind of show they both 
can like easily. 

Show plays essentially the same as 
it did last week in Grand Rapids. 


Joe E. Lewis m.c.s and comics his | 
And the 


way to a surefire click. 
crowd went for him big. 

Bert Wheeler, of course, remains, 
dynamite, too. A showman to his 
fingertips, his present act rates with 
anything he has ever done. Work- 
ing with Hank Ladd and Francetta 
Malloy, he draws laughs, with ma- 


terial excellent, made more so by | 


the super handling of both Wheeler 
and Ladd. 

Bert Lahr is on for two appear- 
ances and both smacked this audi- 
ence solidly despite fact that both 
bits are pretty well known, being the 
‘Income Taxes’ bit with Ladd and his 
by-now classic ‘Woodchopper’s Song.’ 

Dancing grace and finesse continue 
to be displayed by Mary Raye and 
Naldi. They have plenty class and 
appearance in their ballroom rou- 
tines. Biltmorettes get the show 
underway with solid acrobatic tum- 
bling and score with their tumbling 
while skipping rope. Pegleg Bates 
remains a top showman and clicked 
mightily with his one-legged hoofing. 
Romo Vincent is better known in 
niteries, but he did well here with 
his comedy songs, going over espe- 
cially well with his clown version of 
‘Last Round-Up.’ Lynn, Royce and 
Vanya also click with their comedy 
adagio trio. 

Paul Sydell opens the second half 
handily with his great acrobatic 
dogs, who remain one of the top dog 
acts in the business. 

Frances Faye, leather-lunged 
shouter, whangs out a trio of jive 
tunes on the piano, and has the joint 
jumpin’. Loop. 


STATE, N. Y. 





Clyde Lucas Orch (14) with Jane 
Ward, Lyn Lucas, Teddy Martin; 
Nelson Sisters (2), Dean Murphy, 
~_—, Hari, Benny Fields; ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G). 





This show is a bit overlong. Run- 
ning approximately 80 minutes, it 
unwinds fast enough, but there are 
several spots where it easily could 
be cut without disturbing the gen- 
erally good impression. Dean Mur- 
phy and Benny Fields, the perennial 
minstrel man, walk off with top 
honors. Each is on for long sessions. 

Clyde Lucas’ orchestra, fresh from 
a recent stay at the Roseland Ball- 
room, New York, is the musical ac- 
companiment this week, temporarily 
replacing the house pit band. Lucas’ 
outfit, comprised of five sax, three 
trumpets, two trombones and three 
rhythm, is a neat enough combina- 
tion that plays well, without excit- 
ing any undue interest. Its arrange- 
ments in many instances leave a lot 
to be desired; the most outstanding 
pleces used here are a _ novelty 
‘When the Circus Comes to Town,’ 
very showmanly presented, and a 
Latin-tempo ‘Mama _ Inez.’ Re- 
mainder are ordinary, including 
‘The Wolf Song,’ which is built to a 
letdown. Lucas has another novelty 
he recorded, but which he doesn’t 
use here, called ‘Chinese Rhumba.’ 
It perhaps would be better than some 
of the items he’s now using. 

From a musical standpoint the 
combination is inconsistent. At times 
it seems very rough and at others 
clean enough for anyone's taste. 
That goes for the rhythm section, 
too, particularly the drummer. His 
beat is sometimes stiff, and then 
flowing enough to be enjoyed. Lucas 
trombones out front every so often. 

Vocal section of the outfit could 
stand improvement, Jane Ward, as- 
sertedly new to the group, was 
nervous when caught and probably 
will do better. She was okay on 
‘Not Mine.” Lyn Lucas, leader’s 
brother, makes a poor impression on 
the difficult ‘Sleepy Lagoon.’ Teddy 
Martin, from the saxes, does a neat 
job, however, on ‘Begin Beguine.’ 
Audience liked him. The leader 
Sings, too, in company with a trio 
or quartet that’s fair. 

Nelson Sisters, trapeze artists, 
present an unusual turn. Their ses- 
sion could be cut. They haven't 
much room to work in front of the 
band, but they win nice applause 
with various strong-arm tricks. Best 
stunt they do is the finale in which 
the two clasp one another to pin- 
wheel around an elevated bar. 

Murphy’s next and he cleans up. 
This audience seemingly could have 
taken eficores as long as he cared to 
deliver. His excellent impersona- 
tions of the usual screen stars and 
people in the public eye seemingly 
can’t be matched by any similar act. 
One fault—which this audience 
brushed aside—is the occasionally 
weak material he uses fn his apings. 
His serious impression of F.D.R. (a 
patriotic spiel) is relieved by a 
humorous one of the President's 
wife. They are the finale to a score 
of others. Murphy is a fave White 
ee entertainer, and he’s billed as 
such. 

Mata and Hari are also an unusual 
act: Their satire on an Indian fakir 
dance, in amusing costumes, is cley- 
erly thought out and executed, They 
do only the one routine. While 
patrons here didn’t get too much of 
a kick out of it, a less sophisticated 
audience will. 

Benny Fields closes with essen- 
tially the same act with which he re- 
cently clicked solidly at the Flatbush 
and Windsor theatres, New York. 
He’s a solid click here, too. He’s 
using the same song routine, which 
tees off with ‘Hi Neighbor,’ then 
segues into an ‘I Hear Music’ and 
|*‘Music Goes Round’ routine, which 
brings up various pops of the day, 
some of which could be replaced by 
more up-to-date stuff. ‘Biues in 
Night,’ and even ‘I Don’t Want to 
Walk,’ are faded. His excellent 
|Salesmanship is then turned on 
‘Lucky Fellow, Mr. Smith’ and his 
| prayer meeting arrangement of ‘Yes, 





| Indeed.’ both solid. 


As a finale, Fields is interpreting 
faves by George M. Cohan, including 
‘Mary,’ ‘Regards to Broadway,’ etc. 
| It’s a nostalgic grouping that this 
|}audience went for  unstintingly. 
| Finale is one that really socks it all 
home. Fields does ‘Over There’ 
while a scrim is lowered on which 
jis projected marching service men, 
flag, etc., and a large V. At one 
show, four sailors in the front row 
spontaneously threw their caps to 
Fields and he doffed his topper, 
donned a sailor hat and continued 
to wham results. 

Biz good. Wood. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 
Max Adkins House Orch (16), Jane 
Withers, 3 Ress Sisters, Sue Ryan, 
Jimmy & Mildred Mulcay, 4 Sensa- 
v5 or Macks; ‘I Married An Angel’ 
- e 











WB deluxer doesn’t call it big- 
time vaude, but this is—definitely. 
| First time in couple of months house 
|hasn’t had a name band to bund a 
|show around, but Max Adkins and 


(Continued on ‘ne 52) 
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Wednesday, June 17, 1942 








Variety Bills 





WEEK OF JUNE 19 


Numerals in connection witb bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (17) 

Juggling Jewels 

Peters Sis 

Horace MacMahon 

Eleanore VWhitney 

Eddie Hanley 

Bea Wain 

Jay C Flippen 





4 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) 
R'ym’'nd Scott Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (19) 
Rhythm Rockets 

A & M Havel 

B Wells & 4 Fays 
Hylton Sis 

Sheila Barrett 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (17) 
Benny Goodman Bd 

Harris & Shore 
Tip. Tap & Toe 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (19) 
Skinnay Ennis Bd 
R & B Ambrose 
Don Cummings 
Calgary Bros 


MIAMI 
Olympia (17-20) 
Stanley (2) 
Mary Marlo 





Robert Bostwick 
Pat Henning 
Lane Bros 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (19) 
Phil Harris Ba 
G Rogers Dancers 
Tommy Trent 
Lewis & Van 
NEWBURGH 
Ritz (23, only) 
Vaughn Monroe Bd 
Eddie Garr 
Oxford Boys 
Lyda Sue 








RKO 








OLEVELAND 
Palace (19) 
Frankie Masters Bd 

Al Bernie 
Shirley Ross 
Acromaniacs 


ROCHESTER 
Temple (20-23) 
Gene Krupa Orc 


Paul Regan 
Knight Sis 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (19) 
Russ Morgan Orc 
Dennis Day 
Ames & Arno 

(12) 

Cab Calloway Orc 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (19) 

Judy Canova 
Mueggsy Spanier Orc 
Gaudsmith Bros 


(12) 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Condos Bros 
Pansy the Horse 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (19) 
Raymond Scott Ore 
Dean Murphy 
George Tapps 
The Juvelys 





(12) 
Four Macks 
J & M Muicay 


Sue Ryan 
Jane Withers 
8 Ross Sis 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (19) 
Ina Ray Hutton Orc 
Dick & Dot Remy 
Val Setz 
The Albins 
(12) 
Roxyettes 
Ray & Trent 
Paul Tisen 
Johnny Barnes 


UTIC: 
Stanley (23-25) 
Bill Robinson 
Andy Kirk Orc 
June Richmond 
Douglas Bros 





Independent 





NEW YORK CE?Y 
Music H: (18) 
Betty Bruce 
Robert Landrum 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Rockets 
Ballet 
Glee Club 
Symphony Ore 
Rexy (18) 
Stuart Morgan Co 
Cookie Bowers 
Carol King 
Bob Ripa 
Gay Foster Girls 
Paul Ash Ore 
Bob Hannon 
Apolle (19) 
Claude Hopkin’s Or 
Bill Beiny 
Four Clues 
Cherus Girls 
Alvin (22) 
Ed Wynn 
Jane Froman 
Smith & Dale 
Carmen Amaya 
Williams 3 
Hector & Pals 
Davidson & Forgy 
Herzogs 
Volga Singers 
Donahue & Uno 
Senor Wences 
Emil Coleman Orc 
44th St. Theatre 
(19) 


Gracie Fields 
Walter O’Keefe 
Hartmans 
Johnny Burke 
A Robbins 
Brick Layers 
6 Willys 
Jack Stanton 
Al White Girls 
Phil Romano Orc 
46th St. Theatre 
(19) 
Lou Holtz 
Willie Howard 
Phil Baker 
Paul Draper 
Hazel Scott 
Gene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
Lou Forman 
BROOKLYN 
Albermarle (20-21) 
Levere & Handman 
Leonard Semon Co 
Morris & Morris 
Modelettes 
Gene Baylis 
Marine (21) 
Joe Termini 
Story Sis & Dean 
Harmonettes 
The Leightons 
(One to fill) 
Mayfair (26) 
Joe Termini 
Harmonettes 
Story Bis & Dean 
The Leightons 
(One to fill) 


Ridgewood (17) 
Paul Gerson 
Farrell & Mack 
Levere & Handman 
Stan Early 
Modelettes 


BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (15-17) 
Shep Fields Orc 


The Smoothies 
Herman Hyde 
Moke & Poke 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodreme (19-22) 
Shep Fields Orc 
Billy Vine 
R & V Pickert 
State (18-20) 
Marguirita & Gill 
Peggy Martin 
Selig & Rogers 
Bovina 
(21-24) 
Rene Melva 
Herbert Dexter Co 
Brookins & Van 
Ben Yost’s Vi-Kings 
CAMDEN 
Towers (19-21) 
Kay & Karol 
Blossom Sis 
Abe Sherr 
Ross & Bennett 
Irene Dart Co 
CHICAGO 
Grand Opera H (19) 
Bert Lahr 
Joe E Lewis 
Wheeler & Ladd 
Raye & Naldi 
Romo Vincent 
Frances Faye 
Lynn & Royce & V 
Peg-Leg Bates 
Paul Sydell & § 
Biltmorettes 
HARTFORD 
State (19-21) 
Inkspots 
L Millinder Ore 
Sis Tharpe 
Pops & Louie 
LOS ANGELES 
Biltmore (17) 
George Jessel 
Jack Haley 
Ella Logan 
Kitty Carlisle 
The De Marcos 
Buck & Bubbles 
Con Colleano 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Olsen & Shirely 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (26) 
Lyn Stevens 
3 Rhodis Sis 
Eddy, Jack. 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (19) 
8 Harmoniacs 
Vanessi Co 
(Two to 11) 
PITMAN 


Betty 





Broadwav (20 only) 
The Jansleys 





Herbert Dexter Co 
Brookins & Van 
Ben Yost’s Vi-Kings 
PROVIDENCE 
Metrop'litan (20-21) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
Bob Bromley 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (17-18) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
Bob Bromley 





WORCESTER 
Plymouth (15-17) 
Mitchell Ayres Orc 
Martin & Florenz 
Joyner & Fester 
Bogash & Bordine 
WILLOW G’'E PK. 


Willow (21 only) 
3 Harmoniacs 
Vanessi Co 
Jansleys 

(Two to fill) 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Yvonne Chevalier 
Ben Marden Riviera 
Chavez Orc 
Pancho Ore 
Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lilyan Dell 
Shirl Thomas 
Lynn & Marianne 
Dee Rogers 
Moya Gifford 
Jerry Rose Ore 
Roberto Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 


Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 


Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Eddie Mayehofft 
Baby Hines 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienke 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
Mary Talley 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 
Lydia Ehrens 
Anette & Sally 
Maurice Shaw Orc 


Claremont Inn 


Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Richardel Orc 
Club Caravan 

Jerry Baker 

Al Shayne 

Allan Sis 

Marian Myles 

Dorothy Manners 

Hazel Scott 

Golden Gate 4 

Eddie South Ore 

Thelma Nevins 
Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Muriel Lynne 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Copacabana 
Tommy Dix 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 
Betty Jane Smith 
Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Frank Marti Ore 


Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Orc 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Nita Naldy 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Delia Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore 


El Chico 


Dorita & Velero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 


El Morocco 


Chauncey Grey Ore 

Chiquito Ore 
Famous Door 

Zorita 

Sunny Tufts 

Eppie Bruce 

Sam Price 

Ramsy Del Rico 

Froeba Orc 

Fefe’s Monte Carlo 

Narita 

Sonny Kendis Ore 

Caballero Ore 


Greenwich Village 
Inn 


Caro! Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Ravana-Madrid 
Tapia & Romero 
Hilda Moreno 
Rica Martinez 





Cerney Twins 
Contreras Co 
Maya Orc 
Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 
Jean Hunt 
Sons of Jive 
Larry Bennett 
Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 


Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Frank Sinatra 


Ore 


Henry Nobile 
Hetel Se. Morits 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Gloria Hope 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Rosalie Gibson 
Ford Harrison Ore 
(Sky Gardens) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terry Franconi 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Koof) 
Ethel Smith kas 
Paull Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Hotel Waldort- 


Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Georges & Jalna 

Marina 
Rose M Lombardo 


Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 


Vick! George 

Sande Williams Orc 
Hurricane 

Gertrude Niesen 

Rochelle & Beebe 

Pelliteers 

Van Kirk 

Sammy Birch 

Dick Warren Ore 

Iceland Restaurant 


Danny White 
Libby & Betty 
Nola Day 

Byrne Sis 

Tom Paige 

Bert Lynn 
Colette & Deane 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 





Milt Herth 3 
Gracie Barrie 





Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 

19th Hole Club 
Marion Powers 
3 Caddies 
Ange) Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 

One Fifth Ave. 
June Winters 
Clifford Newdahl 
Bob Downey 
Bud Greg 
Hazel Webster 

Onyx Club 
Nan Blackstone 
Billie Daniels 
Chocolate (3) 
Harry Gibson 

Old Roumanizes 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 

Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
Willlam Ross 
Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompsonp 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 


Queen Mary 


Chiquita Venezia 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Carol Rhodes 
Betty Carter 
Juy Martin Gls 
B’way Jones (3) 
Bill Glass Ore 
Queens Terrace 


Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 





Billie May 

Bob Bell 

Al Hortzman Ore 

Penr Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm KRoom) 

Elliott Russell Orc 
President Hotel 

(Reund W’rld R'm) 

Del Monte Orc 

Johnny Hamp 

Ritz Cariton Hotel 

Eddy Morgan Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Garry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Oro 
Conrads 
Artie Dann 
Donna Devel 
Eva Clough 
Beach-charmers (5) 

Blinstrub’s 


Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Stuart & Lea 
Escoe & Escoe 
Frank Condos 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Iris Ison 
Roberts & White 
Dennis Sis 
Walter Kane 
Karin Zorka 
Club Vanity Fair 
Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel’e Harrington 
Stella Ray 
Dario Mian! 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Alfred Pineda Orc 
Buster Keim Rev 
Hilly Paine 
Fay & Gordon 
The Ghezzies 
Catherine Harris 
(Melody Lounge) 
Herb Lewis 
Marjorie Garretson 
Lae en eRe NE 














NEW YORK 
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neem Ad. 
Jo Stafford Dick Stabile Orc Ashburns Copley Plaza 
Ziggy Elman Jimmy Kelly’s Sylvie St Clatr (Sheraton Room) 


Buddy Rich 
Pied Pipers 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Helen Stuart 
Hal Lansberry 
Johnny Mack 
Yola & Lysa 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Heasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Imogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Byrne Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
Deane Janis 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
DeMarlos 
Guy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawalian Km) 
Kahala 
Talima 
Momikal 
McIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Helen Young 
Bob Huston (4) 
Ronny Roberts 
Bissell & Farley 
Cyril Grace 
Bob Russell 
Ariane 
Eileen Brokaw 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Hotel Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Revuers 
Mark & Viola 
3 Harmoneers 
Bunny Howard 
Charlie Bourne 
Lynn Spofford 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
(Royal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
Jerry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Wilson Lang 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Arthur Carney 
Beverly Whitney 
Towne & Knott 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Sara Ann McCabe 
J & A DiGatanos 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner . 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Jean Sablon 
Benson Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Reom) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 


Ens 





Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Romero & Rosita 
Joe Capello Ore 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 
Kelly’s Stable 
Stepin Fetchit 
Linda Keene 
Pete Brown (4) 
Leonard Ware 


La Conga 


Dolly Dawn 

Dr Marcus 

Eleanor Teeman 
Pupi Co 

Josephine Del Mar 
Galente & Leonarda 
Maria Louisa Lopez 
Sacasas Orc 

Harris Orc 


La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 


La Martinicue 


Walter O'Keefe 
Irene Vernon 
Vera Shea 

Billie Bernice 
Doris Dowling 
Shirley Shear 
Grace De Witt 
Jere McMahon 
Marlyn Stuart 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Nore Morales Orc 


(3) 


La Vie P°~*‘enne 
Rosita 

[rene Hiida 

Monks & Revie 


Eddie Mayehoff 

Fred Roner 
Latin Quarter 

Juanita Rios 

Barbara Perry 

Jade Ling 

Winters 

Frank Mazzoe Co 

Trixie 

Gloria Gilbert 

Lela Moore 

Martel (3) 

Bob Fuller 

Jane Wood 

Alec Pierce Ore 

Fernando Caney O 
Leon & Eddie’s 

Eddie Davis 

Al Siegal 

Susan Miller 

Richard Lane 

W & E Mae 

Sonia Shaw 

M & B Whelan 

Eric Thorsen 

Lou Martin Ore 

Nerida Orc 





Rainbow Room 
Jack Cole Co 


Adrienne 
Al Gordon Co 
Terry Sis 


Cavallaro Ore 
Ruban Bieu 


Mildred Bailey 
Richard Bennett 
Dave D Barbour 


Jack Gilford 
Morris Raymond 
Herman Chittison 


Russian Kretchma 


Viadimir Lazarofft 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Elsie Houston 
Fred Keating 
Stork Club 


Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 
The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 
Jackie Mabley 
Kelcey Farr 
Ann Lewis 
Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
Socaras Orc 
Abbey Orc 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Ford Crane 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Helen Arthur 
Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
The Paulens 


Versailles 


Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Roy Benson 
Wilma Cox 
D'Ivons 
Patricia King 
Male 4 
Graycie Martin 
Six Ver-Sighs 
Villaze Barn 
Music Hall Boys 
Cy Young 
John Chapman 
Pee Wee Miller Co 
Jose Caliente 
Edward & Diane 
Jess Altmiller 
Jess Jordan Orc 
Village Vanguard 
Richard D Bennett 
Leadbelly 
Helen Humes 
Eddie Heywood 8 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Art Hodes 
Babette's Club 
Guy Martin Revue 
Beth Challis 
Victor & Ruth 
Carlisle Sisters 
Jean Anthony 
Alice & Phil 
Tex Garry 
Milton Huber Orc 
Chatenu Renault 
National (3) 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van (3) 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Koom) 
Marty Magee Orc 
Chez Paree 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Valerie & Susan 
Sunny Ray 





Cliquot Club 


Lenny Ross 
Max Cohen 
Toni Sorrel 
Ruth Warren 


Club Nomad 


Mari Kim 
Donna Darnell 
Tiny Kaye 
Marjorie Jane 
Dixie Sullivan 
Mari Kim 
Bobby Bernard 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Dude Ranch 
Bill, Valee 
Gary Gray 
Billy Du Val 
Dusty Miller Orc 
Paddock Int’! 
Betty Coette 
Sandra Kent 
Jackie Hill 
Vickie Cooper 
Marie Kibbey 
Eddie Kravis Rev 





Hal Saunders Ore 
McGowan & Mack 
Jo-Ann 
6 Ice-Kaydettes 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotei 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 
Crawforfl House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
Paul McWilliams 
Yvonne Adair 
Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Marion Frances 
Fredricas 
Leonora Co-eds 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 
Anne Diamond 
Hotel Bradford 
‘Sireus Room) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hotel Buckminister 
(National Room) 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Ted Weems Orc 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Orc 
Patti Clayton 


Brass Rail 
Margie Whitney 
Tune Toppers 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & Lisa 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Brown Derby 


Three Ryans 
Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 

Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 

Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman Ore 


Capitol Lounges 

Joe de Salvo 

Bill Turner Ore 
Chez Paree 

Harry Richman 

Capella & Patricia 

Allen Carney 

Ruth Clayton 

Estelle Sloan 

Buddy Franklin 


Club Alabam 


Florence White 

Paulette LaPierre 

Harriet Norris 

Ginger Wood 

Del Estes 

Allan Coe 

Dave Uneli Ore 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 

Jack Prince 

Kay Booley 

Nita Tindall 

Sid Lang Ore 

Kay & Linda Brice 


(Gur "n’ Band B’m) 
Eddy Bradd Ore 


Traymore Hotel 
(Submarine Grill) 
Wm giageen Ore 


Joe Smart 
Russ Taylor 
Tiny Klein 
Gables Ore 


J Dominguez Ore 
Annette Henry 
Hotel Essex 

Ken Travers Ore 

Jack Manning Ore 

Bill Cronin 

Mitzi Crozier 

Bill Groin 

Vin Daley 

Tean Mont! 

Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 

Nora Sheridan 

Yvonne Bouvier 

Al Robinson 

Hotel Lenox 

Bob Hardy Ore 

Annette Leonard 

Dave Foreman 
Hotel Minerva 

Bunny McVey Ore 

Barbara Douglass 

Hotel Ritz Carieton 

(Ritz Roof) 

Leo Reisman Ore 

Adelaide Moffett 

Renee De Marco 

Eleanor French 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 

Garden) 

Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 

Jack Edwards Orc 
(Cafe Rouge) 

Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 

(Fife & Drum Km) 

Oscar Elgart Ore 

Jolene 

Ella Wilson 

Helen Douglass 

Helen Shepard 

Ken 

Red Allen Ore 

JI C Higgenbotham 

Broadway Al 

Russ Howard 

2 Lucky Bucks 
{Lounge Bar) 

Hum & Strum 

Rio Casino 

George Harris Ore 

Harry de Angelis O 

Helen Carrol 


Paul & Paulette 
Hazel Walker 
Sid Walker 


Buster Keim Rev 
(Garden Lounge) 
Ken Brilliant 
Savoy 
Sabby Lewis Ore 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Keom) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Harry Stockwell 
Hartnells 
Boltons 
Doris Abbott 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Elvez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Robert & Joan 
Tic-Too 
Hot Lips Page Orc 
Town House 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Tremont Plaza 








Valdez & Corine 


Duke Lorenzo Ore 


Doris Dupont 
Dolly Kay 
Cengress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale Ore 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 
Drake Hotel 
{Camillia House) 
Eva Hamilton 
Val Ernie Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Km) 
Will Osborne Ore 
Nitza & Ravel 
Marianne 
Dorben Gis 
885 Ciub 
Tanner Sisters 
Johnny Howard 
Manuel Contreras 
Kitel’s 
Heldelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 


Rathskellar 
Loule & Gang 

5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 


Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 8 
Downbeat Km 
Stuff Smith Ore 
3 Sharps & Flats 
Gladys Palmer 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 
Grand Terrace 
Cootie Williams O 
Brown & Lee 
Candy & Pepper 
Evelyn White 
Jackie Williams 
Lovey Lane 


_ Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
Bill Anson 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 
Hii Hat 
Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 
Betty Hill 
Blaine and Elaine 
Mary Beth Sires 
Kddy Fens Ore 


Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 

L’ Aiglea 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausel! 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 


La Balle Hote) 
(Pan-Am. Reom) 
Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 
Kay Eibert 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Ore 
(Piecadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
100 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 


Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 


Eddy Duchin Ore 


Alpine Village 
Charlotte L’'mbert'’n 
Suz'nne & Christine 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Myron Ryan 

Eldorado Club 
Johnny Kaiihui Orc 
Marya Manley 
Ilona de SHournat 


Freddie's Cafe 


Sonya Czir 
Ann Grace Line 
Larry Vincent 
Louise Sharoe 
Birdie Dean 

Al Lackey Ore 


Hotel Carter 


Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 
Jacquelina 

Aileen Hunter 


Hotel Cleveland 
Joseph Sudy’s Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Poison Gardner 
Coralll 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Ben Young Orc 
Jan Martel 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz (4) 
Bowery 
Masters & Rollins 
Yvette 
Carmelita & Lee 
Donna Geisler 
Janet Hackett Girls 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rall 
Del Parker 
Seymour Hoffman 
Roy Swartz 
Carl Bonner 
Casanova 
Danielle & Denise 
’ 


Jerri Healy 

Joe Allen 

Sen Lee 

Jessica Garwood 

Paul Nielsen Ore 

Club Congo 

Congoettes 

Billy Mitchell 

P’rkchops Patterson 

Margaret Watkins 

Baby Lawrence 

Jitterbugs * 

Rob Parrish 

Congo Orc 
Corktown Tavern 

Don Harris 

Hart & Allison 

Panchita Villa 

Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 

Walter Powell Orc 


Grand Terrace 


Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 
Haymarket 
McLeod Family 
Daniels & Daye 
Sandy Lyle 
Michael Moret 
Charmettes Ore 
Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 
London Chop House 
Sammy Dibert Orc 
Ethel Howe 
Nino Nanni 
Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 
Mickey's 
Billy Meagher 
Charles .& R Jenkins 
La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Nebiolo’s 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 


a 


Gower & Jeann 
Abbott Dancers" 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Oro 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
no Chester 
ollege Inn Mod 
Carl Marx a 
Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your M 
Revue a 
Maurice Rocco 
606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
mata 4 Finnell 
Fay Wellingt 
Mile Jean _— 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Feliows 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 


Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 


(Continental Room) 
Yar Rest 


Geo Scherban Ore 
Belen Ortega 





CLEVELAND 


Hotel Hollenden 
Everett West 
Randolph, M’'gician 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Jean Leach 
Sammy Watkins O 
Vicki Nevada 

Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Orc 

La Conga Club 
F Hernandez Ore 

Lindsay’s Skybar 
Maurice Rocco 
Marya Manley 
Pearl de Lucca 

Monaco’s Cafe 
E Jelesnik Orc 
Jack, Jill Warner 
Patty Ryan 
Dorothy Matthews 

Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 

Sammy Morris 
Jack & Jeri 
Hal Hall 





Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Northwood Inn 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Olde Wayne Club 
Howard Benedict O 

Palm Beach 
Gus Howard 
The Novellos 

Penobscot Club 

J W McDonald 


Ruby Orc 
Connie Barleau 
Carroll & Gorman 


Huck’s Redford ina 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 
Panamerican D'c’rs 
Peter Higgins 
Glover & LaMae 
Jeanne “Blanche 
Katherine Hoyt 
Carl Ronner 
Bill McCune Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Nick D’Amico Ore 
Saks 
Frankie Connors 
Moro & Chita 
Muriel Kretlow Gis 
Harvey Stone 
Pete Viera Ore 
San Diego 


Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 

The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 

Cliff Arvin 

Al Alexander Ore 


Stevadora 


Good & Goody 
Eddy Shepherd 
Joe Banket Ore 
Ethel Shepherd 
Bob Hopkins 
Pepito & Co 
Billy Joy 

The Tropics 


Phil Gilbert 
Lee Jonas 
Carol Crane 
Bob Marble Ore 
Vernes 
Ray Rogers 
Jack Drayton 
Jerri Holt 
Bill Tracy 
Jack Nelson Oro 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Aylene Mason 
Madelon Baker 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Guv Welsh Orc 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 





Leonard Seel Ore 


Band Box 


Pete Snyder 
June Carson 
Geo Tibbles Orc 
Jimmy Ames 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Musie 
Ann Triola 

Bill Jordan 
Clifford Souze 
Ken Stevens 

Dick ‘Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bow! 
Penny Lee 
Armando & Lita 
Frakson 

Marie Hollis 

Joe Reichman Orc 








H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 





rene > 


(Continued 


Horace Houck Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Casa Manana 
Ted Lewis Orc 


Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Ore 


Earl Carrolls 
Debonairs 
West & McGinty 
Gali Gali 
Beryl Wallace 
St Clair & Day 
Marc Ballero 
Bill Brady 
LaVonn Moyer 
Willis West Jr 
Rue Willie 
Morine Howell 
Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Orc 
Florentine Garden 
Frances Urban 


on page 55) 
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Night Club Reviews 





SAVOY-PLAZA, N. Y. 


Jean Sablon, Ray Benson Orch 
(6); $2 and $3 minimum, 








Jean Sablon, if not doing the wow 
pusiness heretofore done by Hilde- 
garde—forced out by throat ailment, 
superinduced by doubjing into Clif- 
ford C. Fischer’s vaudeéry—is doing a 
strong enough trade to a $2 and $3 
minimum check (depends on loca- 
tion). The ‘French Bing Crosby’ is 
a first-timer here, but has been at 
the companion Plaza hotel before, 
and did resounding trade. This is 

rhaps an even cozier environment, 
whereas Hildegarde needs an ex- 
panded capacity, hence her shift next 
fall into the Plaza’s Persian Room. 


Sablon is inclined to err a bit on 
the too-Frenchy side. When he ex- 
lains tite lyric content of ‘Le Fiacre’ 
t's one thing, but when he essays a 
straight ballad, sans English in- 
terpretation, no matter how sketchy, 
the applause values seem diminished. 
None the less he’s a fetching bary- 
tone, and by and large commercial 
for all, Gallic or strictly Yankee. 
His ‘Next Time I See Paris,’ which 
Elsie Janis wrote for him, is a cork- 
ing sequel to the Kern-Hammerstein 
classic, and it’s done 100% in English. 
Sablon merchandises it well by put- 


* ting the — on the fact that 


nothing anybody can do can ever 
change his Paris. His convincing de- 
livery lends extra values to the bal- 
lad. ‘Why Do You Pass Me By?’ (in 
French) and a ‘Serenade Portuguese’ 
are other vocal standouts. 

Sablon is ad libbing here, pending 
accommodations back to io de 
Janeiro, where he is a strong favor- 
ite with the Brazilians and the large 
Gallic population there. He can 
stay on beyond his limited commit- 
ment, judging by his impress. Good 
assists are Ra Benson’s instru- 
mentalists, a deft terp sextet of the 
Bob Grant vintage. Grant, inci- 
dentally, goes with Hildegarde into 
the Plaza in the fall. Abel. 


YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, June 2. 
Herman Middleman Orch (8), 
Sammy Walsh, Ray Pike, Jr., Chris- 
tine Forsyth, Dolores King, Cheena 
De Simone dancers (6); $1.50-$2 
minimum. 








Pittsburgh’s just about Sammy 
Walsh’s No. 1 town, although there’s 
no priority locally on the clever 
young comedian and m.c. Walsh 
first started coming around here as a 
virtual tyro about a dozen years ago 
and since then has developed into a 
genuine topflighter. He’s glib, per- 
sonable, smartly casual, has an easy 
style and his material, both vocal 
(chiefly special lyrics) and talking, 
is first-rate. 

Walsh belongs to the self-deprecat- 
ing school and has worked his kid- 
ding of his own stuff up to a fine 
point. He’s a pretty good hoofer, 
too, and adept at several more loose 
entertainment ends, which makes 
him a perfect guy for any cafe show 
Since he’s capable of doing after- 
eee with any kind of an act. In 

is Own specialty, his burlesque im- 

ersonations (he'll imitate Lionel 

arrymore and say ‘that was H. V. 
Kaltenborn,’ etc.), his lament of a 
shoe salesman for Beck’s and his 
‘Fashtinkina Glee Club,’ hilariously 
Satirizing the Fred Waring style and 
using a busboy stooge who stands 
at one mike and all he does is sing- 
song the word ‘bong’ every so often, 
are on the nose. A clean-up here, as 
he’s always been and should be any- 
where the ringsiders are hep. 


Good show at Little Jackie Heller’s 
eve to go along with Walsh. Ray 
ike, Jr. a good-looking young 
comedy juggler, has borrowed gen- 
erously from some of the better- 
known in his field, but adds enough 
of his own stuff to keep the larceny 
in the background and his own turn 
continuously in high gear. Christine 
Forsyth (New Acts), a six-footer 
with a great collection of taps and 
plenty of s.a., is a solid click with 
her whirlwind hoofing, and Dolores 
King is a flashily-dressed gal with 
g00d pipes and definite possibilities. 
In her effort to be a stylist in the Al 
Siegel manner, however, she’s had 
some of her numbers over-arranged 
—. would do —— to mes Ps = 
a cou i 
melodies, ple of straightforwar 
,Cheena De Simone dancers, three 
girls and three boys, still around af- 
er nearly two months and one of the 
st of the rhumba troupes. They’re 
yp eed legmanians in the Latin- 
merican tradition, have a striking, 
colorful wardrobe and look like a 
an bucks on the floor. For half 
our before late show time each eve- 
te they lead a rhumba session, in- 
Structing the ringsiders, etc., that’s 
Caught on fast. Music’s by Herman 
widdleman, who apparently goes 
eon the lease at the ¥acht Club, and 
it's just as Satisfactory to the dansa- 
ee as it is to the entertainers. 
iddleman plays a good dance set, 
and an even better show. Cohen. 





BALALAIKA, WASH. 


Washington, June 5. 
Dena Larena, Yourlo & Yoder, 
Vova Bajan, Lola Lolick, Eleana 
Shvedova, Alex Sereda, Alla Mos- 
kova, Basil Iwvanoff, Orchestra, 
Chorus; no cover, no minimum. 








Mischa Bessoff, guiding hand of the 
Balalaika, deserves much credit for 
having gotten this place underway 
despite what appeared to be insur- 
mountable obstacles—principally a 
location in a town where Uncle Sam 
has grabbed every inch of available 
space for war agencies and war 
workers. Zinally, Bessoff lined up a 
basement of an old (but fully occu- 
pied) apartment house at Connecti- 
cut Avenue and N street. The re- 
modeling of the place created a 
pretty nut right off the bat, but it 
was done, and with Brian Brown 
creating and executing the Russian 
design an attractive place has been 
set up. 

The Balalaika has clicked right 
from the jump, and Bessoff is stick- 
ing right to the Russian atmosphere 
and entertainment with his little 
group of clever talent constituting 
what is actually a stock company. 
Routine of the show is changed every 
four weeks and there is plenty to 
keep things going nicely and to win 
approval from the customers. 

Bessoff’s orchestra has appeared in 
such pictures as ‘Balalaika’ and ‘The 
Chocolate Soldier’ for Metro. Of 
course, this outfit is the chief attrac- 
tion. Its personnel sings, dances and 
doubles on all sorts of Russian in- 
struments, including the standard 
music-producers. The violinist of 
the group, an excellent musician and 
a good showman, soloes for one of 
the highlights. 

Alla Moskova is a looker whose 
emceeing, despite the broken Eng- 
lish, holds attention. Clever comedy 
material for her would increase the 
tempo of the proceedings and, in- 
cidentally, enhance her value. 

Show opens with a typical Russian 
setting around a supper table. From 
that table those dining do a song 
story in the usual Russian manner, 
but excellently. Yourlo and Yoder, 
character and classical dancers, fol- 
low in a good routine which gives 
way to another song story featuring 
the femme choir, with Miss Moskova 
following in a series of songs that 
clicked. 

Basil Ivanoff’s dagger dance proves 
exciting, as does the second whirl- 
wind dance of Yourlo and Yoder. 
The show closes with a stirring Rus- 
sian march number, with the orches- 
tro, choir and principals participat- 
ing. Marg. 


Chez Maurice, Mont’l 


Montreal, June 13. 
Mitzi Green, George Beatty, Col- 
lette-Barry Show (6), The Balaba- 
now Troupe (3), House Line Show 
Girls (14), Harry Gelfand Orch (13), 
with Sonny Raye. No Cover. 





Chez Maurice is maintaining its 
reputation, claimed for it six weeks 
ago when the new management took 
over the club and Al Weber stepped 
in as general production manager, 
to make its entertainment stand 
out. Currently, despite accident that 
held up the Novak Sisters booking, 
it’s pretty close to bigtime calibre. 

Mitzi Green and George Beatty 
share top rating and, when caught, 
in a house that was below average 
due to tropical heat, had a good 
part of their work begging off. Miss 
Green has done a fine job of de- 
velopment from a film moppet to 
the presentday sophisticated young- 
ster. Her voice is intimate and 
warm and she owes nothing to the 
mike. Her repertoire ranges Over 
sophisticate, sentimental, tender and 
comic, and her mimicries cover 
Sophie Tucker, Harry Richman, 
George M. Cohan, Arliss and a 
devastating one of Hepburn. 

Beatty’s drumfire of cracks and 
stories was hard to catch at first 
by the crowd, so this clever trouper 
at once varied his attack. He threw 
in his big guns with a corset ad 
skit, a ‘Peoria’ ditty, a stew act, a 
‘Giving the Bride Away’ song and 
‘Tattoed Woman’ that clicked to a 
socko finish several times through- 
out the evening. He is a natural 
for this medium and set a fast, slick 
pace for the whole show. 

Collette-Barry Show is a sextet of 
one man, a leading woman—dressed 
attractively in red, a blonde looker 
—and four brunets, also lookers, in 
support. Guy puts on a versatile act, 
singing, adagio dancing with the 
blonde and some acro effects of 
tossing and spinning her around his 
head. Best turn is a skit on gay 90’s 
in costume and early days of auto 
driving. Gals imitating in dance 
time tempo idling of engine is 4 
nifty and a flash close to the clever, 
fast-paced turn. They bowed off to 
big applause. 

The Balabanows, two boys and a 
girl, accordionists replacing the No- 
vak Sisters at short notice, turn in 
some snappy tunes, opera to swing 
and some semi-acro dances, playing 





instruments the while. Also accord- 
ed big hand and several calls. 

_ House line and showgirls are much 
improved with a number of clever 
precision routines under expert 
guidance of Cap Lilian Strachan. 
Wardrobe is not skimped, at least 
not in quality, and gals are uni- 
formly good to look at. Their naval 
dance, Indian routine and swim cos- 
tumes on each of their three en- 
trances won good applause. 

Harry Gelfand provides accepta- 
ble smooth swing style of music- 
ology and gives efficient support to 
the acts. Sonny Raye maintains her 
good all-around singing perform- 
ance. 

Business only fair at this viewing. 

Lane. 


MAYFAIR ROOM, CHI 


(BLACKSTONE HOTEL, CHI) 





Chicago, June 5. 
Larry Adler, Neil Bondshu Orch 
(10); no minimum weekdays; $2.50 
Saturdays. 





Larry Adler, the harmonica virtu- 
oso, is capturing the smart Mayfair 
Room clientele with his inimitable 
work with the mouth harp and his 
suave end debonair chatter. His 
styling is tops, selection perfect and 
his general performance socko. 

His works, ranging from the 
swingy ‘I Got Rhythm’ to the dreamy 
‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ show his ability at 
variety. His set-to with the classics 
is exemplified in arrangements of 
‘Bolero’ and ‘Hungarian Rhapsody.’ 

Does 45 minutes of the show, from 
boogie woogie to Bach and back to 
Dixieland blues. 

Neil Bondshu, a standard at the 
Mayfair Room, works well with 
Adler and provides the dancing 
music. It’s a band competent enough 
to handle all types of oo 

op. 


Sky-Hy Victory Roof 


(HOTEL CONTINENTAL, K. C.) 





Kansas City, June 3. 
Bud Waples Orch (8) with Charee 
Moyse; Cover $1 Saturdays, 50c. 
week nights. 





Another spot was added to Kansas 
City’s night life list for the summer 
season with the reopening of the 
Hotel Continental’s roof garden Dec- 
oration day. The hotel had the 
room redecorated, cutting down the 
size to increase the intimacy and 
giving a much needed terracing to 
the patio that adjoins the dance 
floor. Decorations are in a red, 
white and blue, star-spangled, V 
motif, and for the duration spot is 
titled the Sky-Hy Victory Roof. A 
cover replaces the admission charge 
of former seasons. Because of Mis- 
souri state law prohibiting sale of 
liqucrs on Sunday, spot is not 
operating on that night. 

On the bandstand hotel has a for- 
tunate booking in the Bud Waples 
orch, compact, but versatile eight- 
piece outfit with Charee Moyse as 
femme vocalist. Waples is known a 
bit here from a former engagement 
at the Kansas City Club, and his re- 
turn here from hotel work in the 
south is likely to be for the run of 
the season. 

Band’s work over past two years 
has fitted it nicely for hotels and 
such spots as this. Piano playing 
by Waples is featured and basic unit 
of the group is the three-man sax 
section rounded out with violin, 
trumpet, string bass and drums. 
Crew consists of Louis Hittler, El- 
wood Gooldy, Jack Sevier, saxes; 
George Rico, violin; Andy Becker, 
drums; Bernie Seeck, trumpet, and 
Bob Eimer, string bass. Library is 
quite complete to turn out most any 
style of dance number requested, and 
scorings are handled by Waples, 
Rico and Eimer. 

Most of the vocal work finds Miss 
Moyse and Waples on the ballads 
and sweeter songs, with novelty 
tunes handled by various members 
of the crew. Quin. 


New Act 


3 ROSS SISTERS 
Acrobatics 

6 Mins. 

Stanley, Pittsburgh 


There isn’t a femme acrobatic act 
in the biz that can do the tricks these 
kids do. Their back-bends from high 
perches, as much as a four-foot drop, 
to pick up objects with their mouth, 
then hauling themselves up to a 
standing position again, are great, as 
is the stunt one gal does in sliding 
from the stand across the floor on 
her flat and then heaving-to once 
more. With such tricks to go on, act 
should be much etter than it is. 

Trouble is in the pace and rou- 
tining. They need to mix the high 
spots with something faster and 
flashier. Rosses are new in show 
business, however, having broken in 
only a few months ago here at Nixon 
Cafe. They go cover here, but only in 
spots. Still, with what the girls can 
do now, they can’t possibly miss 
with a bit more experience and a 
feeling for tempo. 

All of ’em are plenty attractive, 
with youngest one practically a 
dead-ringer for June Preisser. 

Cohen. 














USO Camp Shows 





GOING TO TOWN 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., June 13. 
LeAhn Sisters (4), Evelyn Farney, 
Johnny Woods, Max and His Gang, 
Joe and Jane McKenna, Roy Smeck, 
Three Sailors, Roxyettes (16). 








USO-Camp Shows, Inc., has con- 
cocted a top-notch 96-minute revue 
in this unit, made up entirely of 
standard acts—familiar to patrons of 
the Broadway vaudfilmers. Aside 
from unusual routining of the show, 
it is purely professional and would 
be a setup for any first-rate house. 
Neither the soldiers nor the folks 
back home can have any complaint 
about this one. 

Formula is fundamental—music, 
girls, comedy. There’s top talent in 
each department. Production num- 
bers, turned out by Gae Foster, are 
in the traditional Fanchon & Marco 
manner, with the line of 16 lookers 
freshly and colorfully costumed and 
doing their routines with satisfac- 
tory precision. They include the 
w.k. bouncing ball and tom-tom 
numbers. 

Plenitude of appearances by the 
line is as it should be, but the 
bunching of them seems odd. Gals 
are on for a starter, then provide 
background for the specialty tapping 
of Evelyn Farney and following a 
flashback introduction by m.c. John- 
ny Woods, immediately go on again. 
There’s then a long string of acts, 
unbroken by appearance of the line, 
before femmes are back for what has 
all the earmarks of a gigantic finale. 
Several of the other turns are 
worked into the number. It turns 
out not to be the blowoff at all, how- 
ever, for it’s followed by the Three 
Sailors. Roxyettes are then on again 
and this time it is the finis, with a 
reprise introduction by Woods of 
each member of the cast. 

Three Sailors, in the next to clos- 
ing, click powerfully with their low- 
down comedy, hoofing and acro 
work. Roy Smeck likewise smashes 
across with his fingering of guitar, 
electric guitar and banjo. Joe and 
Jane McKenna, in the comedy divi- 
sion, have brushed and speeded up 
their turn considerably since last 
caught on Broadway and it’s im- 
measurably better. Joe’s drunk 
routine and the slapstick ‘ballet’ 
number are well appreciated. 

Max and His Pals, novelty dog act, 
is another that gets over handily. 
Max’s_ well-trained pooches are 
spaced with some fancy acro work 
by the boss himself. Tapstress 
Evelyn Farney is cute as well as 
making very well with the feet. 
LeAhn Sisters (4), with their har- 
monizing, are to be with the show 
only a few weeks mofe before join- 
ing Vaughn Monroe in a new radio 
show. They’re top songstresses and 
should take great care with coiffures 
and clothes to dissipate visually none 
of their talent vocally. 

Johnny Woods, in addition to 
m.c.ing, does a short stretch of imi- 
tations for fair results. His intro- 
ductions are much too self-conscious 
on the ‘this is a show for you boys 
and we want you to have a good 
time’ theme. Aside from an ab- 
breviated reference to the fact that 
USO is providing the entertainment, 
Woods should let the show stand up 
for itself. There’s no need for ap- 

If other USO-CSI units can speak 
for themselves as well as this there’ll 
be no cause for beefs. Herb. 


KEEP SHUFFLIN’ 


Fort Knox, Ky., June 12. 
Mason & Vigal, Cook & Brown, 
LeRoy Krazy Kats, Glenn & Jenkins, 
Carl & Harryette, Edith Wilson, Apus 
& Estrellita, Louise McCarroll, 
Cooper Colored Chorus (12), Clar- 
oy Robinson, Eubie Blake Orch 














Colored unit, produced by Clarence 
Robinson, who took his ‘Harlem on 
Parade’ unit on a tour of army 
camps, was booked into Fort Knox, 
Ky., Armored Force Replacement 
Centre for four days, June 12 to 16. 
There were two shows nightly, at 6 
and 8 o’clock. Friday and Saturday 
shows played Theatre No. 1, and 
Theatre No. 3 on Monday and Tues- 
day (15-16). 

Theatre No. 1, where this show 
was caught, seats 898 and is as well 
equipped as most metropolitan film 
houses. Stage is small, and house 
lacks dressing rooms, but otherwise 
is complete in every other respect. 
No admission was charged and house 
was packed. Patronage was about 
50-50 white amd colored. Colored 
soldiers were seated in the centre 
section of the lower floor, while the 
whites were in side sections, and offi- 
cers, their wives and families were 
in the rear section, an elevation of 
the floor. Theatre No. 1 is the best 
equipped of the Fort’s five houses, 
and the only one with regular thea- 
tre seats. Other theatres have wood- 
en benches. An outdoor theatre is 
now under construction and will be 
ready for use early this summer. 

Robinson has put together a well- 
knit unit for the camps. Gets show 
off to a sizzling start with a line 





number by the Copper Colored Cho- 





rus, 12 shapely dusky hoofers, and 
the lads in uniform gave ’em a re- 
ception that figuratively made the 
rafters ring. Gals were followed by 
LeRoy Krazy Katz, Lindy-hoppers 
who worked themselves into a 
frenzy. Colored soldier patrons went 
wild with enthusiasm over the team 
and they had to beg off. Carl and 
Harryette, flash dancers, kept up the 
fast tempo, followed by Mason and 
Vigal, veteran comics who kept the 
soldiers off their palms. -.Their ma- 
terial is plenty clean and punchy. 

Vocals handled neatly by Louise 
McCarroll, formerly with Don Red- 
man’s band. Blues numbers are 
forte by Edith Wilson, rotund song- 
ster. She also won over the boys. 

Dancing comics are Cook and 
Brown, one tall and the other ab- 
breviated. Lads really turned on 
with the legmania, and showed ’em 
some new tricks in eccentric dancing. 
A solid hit. Apus and Estrellita, boy 
arid girl comedy singing and danc- 
ing performers, registered with their 
cross-talk. Estrellita is a looker and 
gave the boys some bumps, which 
added the touch to send them over 
for a big hand. Apus registered as 
the browbeaten boy friend and gar- 
nered a big quota of laughs. Comedy 
headliners are Glenn and Jenkins, 
who have a fast routine of funny 
patter. 

Running time is about 110 minutes. 
Orch directed by Eubie Blake, vet 
composer (Sissle and Blake), and 
gave him a great hand. 

Small stage prevented the use of 
scenery and props, merely a back- 
drop, but some nice lighting effects 
were achieved. It was necessary for 
the performers to dress behind 
screens due to lack of dressing-room 
facilities. 

Adolph Meyer is company mana- 
ger, and the troupe carries 42 people, 
including three deckhands and the 
orchestra. Has been out two weeks, 
and next stand is Fort Sheriden, Ill. 
Tour will be of 18-week ones, 

Oo ° 


CAMEL CARAVAN 


(GUNTER FIELD, ALABAMA) 
Montgomery, Ala., June 11. 

USO’s ‘Camel Caravan’ rolled the 
officers and uniformed men in the 
aisles, so to speak, here tonight (11) 
with a program that ranked = up 
there with the original heard on a 
national hookup. 

With no particular central figure 
or theme song, the ‘Caravan’ person- 
nel displays talent galore from Lanky 
Herb Shriner and his multiplicity 
of harmonicas, through a range 
of others including Norma Kreiger, 
the magician. Other smashes were 
Jo Andrews, who scored heavily in 
her tapping, while Lee Norton, 
vocalist, also clicked along with Art 
Poppe and his Camel Cavaliers orch. 
Table tennis champs Sol Schiff and 
Cal Skinner were other ens 2 

all, 





Unit Review 





Red, Hot and Lovely 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N.C.) 





Charlotte, N. C., June 10. 
Great Maurice, Plato & Jewell, 
Billy Henderson, The Martingales, 
Nanette, Line (8), Milt Henkin’s 
band (6); ‘Girls’ Town’ (PRC). 





Harry Clark’s ‘Red, Hot and Love- 
ly’ is an average unit with two nice 
acts, but with nothing of sock calibre. 

Plato and Jewell are nifty in a 
novelty magic turn. Although Miss 
Jewell is supposed to be assistant 
to Plato, she winds up doing as many 
tricks as he. Often employing Plato 
as a stooge, Miss Jewell runs through 
her routine with an ‘I hope this one 
works’ manner that scored with 
audience. Plato handles standard 
tricks with skill and showmanship. 


The Great Maurice clicks in a 
novelty acrobatic turn. Coming out 
on crutches—his legs are useless as 
result of accidents—he goes through 
a nifty hand-balance routine that 
brought plaudits from the audience. 
He winds up with a humorous bit 
in which he imitates a drunk stag- 
gering home in the morning, on 
his hands. Very, good. 

Billy Henderson is so-so in a 
blackface turn. His material, on the 
whole, is old, and the first several 
minutes could be well lopped off. It 
improves near the end, but not soon 
enough. He’s much better in a black- 
face song which he puts over with 
enough showmanship to net him an 
encore. 

The Martingales are okay in a 
standard acrobatic adagio turn, with 
the feminine half of the act doing 
some nice pretzel bends. Nanette is 
so-so in a standard semi-nude. 

Line is just fair in four routines, 
their best being a peppy rhythm 


routine, with one of the girls fea- - 


tured in a solo spot. Band works 
hard and backs up show nicely from 
stage. 
Fair house on show caught. 
Just. 
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Bway Sags; ‘Jupiter’ Good $25,000, 


‘Angel Dips to 9G, Face It, 296 


Broadway is sagging and will prob- 
ably continue in that strain until 
after the Fourth of July. Business 
was especially socked by a day-long 
atriotic parade, ‘New York in the 

ar,” on Fifth avenue, Saturday (13). 
Attendance was down especially at 
night. Newest interest is ‘Star and 
Garter,’ revue which relights the 
Music Box’ Thursday (18). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (27th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Slipped with the 
field; takings dipped toward $9,000, 
which was about low money for mel- 
ler; past its sixth month. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(74th week) (CD-838; $3.30). Still 
making money, but pace has slowed 
down considerably; around $11,000 
estimated; management confident of 
second summer stay. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(37th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Ap- 
proximately $15,000, which was low 
for engagement; both Saturday per- 
formances lowest since opening. 

‘Blithe Spirit,” Booth (32d week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Another favorite 
that was affected; gross around $11,- 
000 level, which was low mark of 
engagement. 

‘By Jupiter,” Shubert (2d week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). New musical less 
affected than most others; lively de- 
mand for tickets at agencies, but not 
so.good at boxoffice; $25,000; not far 
from capacity. 

‘Guest in the House, Plymouth 
(6th week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). 
Doubtful of sticking much longer; 
last week’s takings estimated around 
$7,000; did moderately well for time. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (30th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Dipped to around 
$13,000, low money for engagement 
so far; however, looks like sure 
summer stayer. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (135th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Quoted 
around $16,000, which is about low 
mark for leng date; it, too, should 
operate successfully through summer 
on reputation. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (33d week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Stated to have 
stood up with little deviation of pace 
until Saturday afternoon (13) and 
mostly protected by advance sale; 
$28,900, quoted; topped the list. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (77th 
week) (CD-891; $3.30). Dented like 
others, with takings around $8,000 
level; on summer basis that should 
be okay. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (28th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Has been 
off for some time, but doubtless a 
big winner on date so far; claimed 
around $28,000. 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (R- 
1,012; $4.40). Presented by Michael 
Todd, who calls it dressed up bur- 
lesque; $6.60 first night Thursday 
(18); skits, H. I. Phillips, Billy K. 
Wells; score, Harold J. Rome, irving 
Gordon, Lester Lee, Jerry Seelen. 

‘The Cat Screams,’ Beck (D-1,214; 
$3.30). Presented by Martha Hodge; 
dramatized by Basil Beya and John 
Patrick from book of same name; 
opened Tuesday (16). 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (3d 
week) (D-1,142: $3.30). If summer 
letdown don’t affect trade too much, 
this late arriving meller should stick; 
rated over $11,000, which is very good 
at this time. 


Revival 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (21st 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Eased off 


somewhat, but still getting impor- 
tant money; rated around $17,500. 
Added 
‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (3d week) (C-1,520; $1.65). 
Repeat date satisfactory so far: 
around $9,000 last week was alright, 
considering the going: another two 
weeks then due on Coast. 
Vaude-Revue 
‘Top Notchers,’ 44th St. (1,395: 
$2.20). Finales this week, by which 
time it will have slightly bettered 
three weeks; started out like real 


good thing: house has no cooling sys- 
tem and Gracie Fields said to have 
other engagements. 


‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. 
week) (1,347; $2.20). Continues to 
draw Satisfactory attendance and 
should stick it out; some matinees 
have been dropped; $18,000 estimated. 


(12th 











Horton, $7,500, Keeps 
Detroit Season Going 


Detroit, June 16. 

Finale of local legit season has 
been slow due to staying powers of 
Edward Everett Horton’s ‘Spring- 
time For Henry,’ now heading into 
a sixth week—as who wouldn’t with 
such a low overhead show taking 
an estimated $7,500 in its fifth stanza 
at a $1.50 top at the Shubert-Lafay- 








ette. 


Season gets another transfusion 
June 25, when Billie Burke will fol- 
low Horton into the house with 
‘The Vinegar Tree,’ another Henry 
Duffy revival. 


‘Father’ Ends 11-Week 
Stand in L. A., $9,500, 








Los Angeles, June 16. 

‘Life With Father’ finishes 11 
weeks at the Hollywood Music Box 
Saturday (20) and show closes for 
the summer, with management 
figuring to send it out in early fall 
for tour through the midwest. Last 
week tapered off to estimated fair 
$9,500, eliminating chance of piece 
continuing here through the summer 
as optimistically expected. 

Civic Light Opera season closed 
Saturday (13), with week of ‘Hit the 
Deck’ tabbing approrimately $30,000. 
Four and a half weeks with four 
shows totalled approximately $146,- 
000, including Federal tax, showing 
a. slight loss, which was anticipated 
in advance. 

Fred Finkelhoffe’s two-a-day vaude 
revue, ‘Showtime,’ at the Biltmore, 
is headed for $15,000 first week, with 
16 performances. ‘Claudia’ comes in 
July 13 with ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
slated for August booking. 








‘EILEEN,’ $12,000, HIT BY 


HEAT IN 2D HUB WEEK 


Boston, June 16. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ last week was 
aiming to top its first week’s gross 
here in a pop price run at the 
Colonial, but the heat wave sluffed 
off the weekend trade. Comedy 
looks set for at least three more 
stanzas here. ‘George Washington 

lept Here,’ another pop scale entry, 
laying the Majestic, copped fair biz 
in its initia] week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Sister 
week) (1,650; $1.65). Good com- 
pany, headed by Bett: Furness, is 
doing good business here. Second 
stanza $12,000. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Majestic (Ist week) (1,600; $1.65). 
This show did dull trade in its 
original run and the interest lags 
even at low scale. Fair $7,000 for 
opening week of indef run. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 17-27) 











‘Cafe Crown’ (stock) — Flatbush, 
B’lyn (17-21); Windsor, Bronx (23- 
27). 

‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
(stock)—Majestic, Boston (17-20). 

‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 

Chi. (17-27). 

‘Headliners of °42’ (vaude)—Grand 





























“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER 8ROS. 


Met. LOU CLAYTON 








Opera House, Chi. (17-27). 
| ‘Johnny 2x4’ (stock)—Central, 
| Passaic, N. J. (17-21). 
| ‘Laugh, Town, Laugh’ (vaude)— 
'Klein Aud., Bridgeport, Conn. (19- 
20). 
‘Life With Father’ 
Geary, S. F. (17-27). 
‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Mu- 
sic Box, H’wood (17-27). 
‘Moon Is Down” (stock)—Flatbush, 
B’klyn (23-27). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Har- 
ris, Chi. (17-27). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ 
lonial, Boston (17-27. 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (stock)—Play- 
house, Providence (17-20). 


(2d Co.)— 


(3d Co.)—Co- 





‘Separate Rooms’ (stock)—Play- 
| house, Providence (22-27), 
| ‘Show Time’ (vaude) — Biltmore, 
L. A. (17-27). 


‘Springtime for Henry’—Lafayette, 
Detroit (17-20). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock)—Lafayette, 
Detroit (25-27). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ 
Windsor, Bronx (17-21); 
Passaic, N. J. (23-27). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)— 
Playhouse, Providence (22-27), 


(stock) — 
Central, 
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Light Opera’s Red 1466 


Eileen,’ Colonial (2d | 


‘FATHER’ STURDY 1526 
IN 10TH FRISCO WEEK 


San Francisco, June 16. 
Although ‘Life With Father’ 
(second company) is still vigorous 
after 10 weeks, closing date has 
finally been set for June 27, ending 
one of the longest ruus here in re- 
cent years. s 
The popularity of ‘Music in the 
Air,’ of the Civic uight Opera series, 
induced the management to extend 
the engagement for a second week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life With Father,’ Geary (10th 
week) (1,500; $2.75). Did even better 
than preceding week; over $15,500. 
‘Music in the Air,’ Curran (1,774; 
$3.30). Cupacity audiences pulling in 
| $30,000 here. 


‘Ladies’ Strong 176 
In Chicago; ‘Eileen’ 
Still Profitable 936 


Chicago, June 16. 

Vaudeville two-a-day revival, 
‘Headliners of 1942,’ at the Grand 
Opera House, doesn’t indicate box- 
office strength. Show got good re- 
views, but the exploitation was 
faulty. Should have been sold more 
as a revue than vaudeville. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(9th week) (1,200; $2.75). Practically 
capacity right along, and last week 
was typical at $17,000. 

‘Headliners of °42,’ Grand (lst 
week) (1,200; $2.75). This show not 
handied right. Opened on Wed. (10) 
to fine reviews, but $9,000 on first 
eight performances not good. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (4th 
week) (1,000; 2.75). Repeat stay has 
proved highlv profitable; got fine 
$9,500 last week. 


Free’, $6,000, Folds 
After Cleve. Week 


Cleveland, June 16. 
‘Free and Equal,’ James Barton’s 
new comedy-drama brought down 
the shutters on the Hanna’s legit 




















—— 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Burns Mantle’s annual summing up of the legit season appeared in hj 
Sunday (14) N. Y. News column under the heading: ‘A poor season's best 
plays,’ with the subtitle: ‘Choice was limited and selection tough but there 
were some good shows,’ during the 1941-42 period. Mantle comments: 
‘Some of our exuberant correspondents have been shouting that it was 
easily the worst theatre season in N. Y.’s history, but that is sheer Broad- 
way boast. The average was low, but not impossible. 

News critic’s ‘best’ list: ‘Junior Miss,’ ‘In Time to Come,’ ‘The Moon Is 
Down,’ Angel Street,’ ‘Jason,’ ‘Blithe Spirit,’ ‘Candle in the Wind,’ ‘Letterg 
to Lucerne,’ ‘Hope for a Harvest,’ ‘Uncle Harry.’ 

Five shows named were distinct flops, which Mantle well knows, but 
the list reflects his personal reactions. Two are of the moderat-ly success. 
ful kind, while three are distinct hits. Three are still running. Latter 
established successes are ‘Miss,’ ‘Street,’ ‘Spirit,’ moderates: ‘Candle’ and 
‘Uncle Harry.’ 

Mantle comments: ‘to imply that beca ise there were no prize winning 
plays produced there was no decent dramatic entertainment offered on 
Broadway during the year is, I think, to do the theatre, the dramatists and 
the producers definite harm.’ He also points out-that the musical shows 
were excluded from the critics’ and Pulitzer jury consideration, but ‘were 
quite up to any season’s average.’ 








Experimental Theatre is currently in action after an inactive period and 
it’s ‘Death Mr. President’ has aroused comment in regards to its objective, 
Principal point made is that some experienced actors are to appear in the 
Lincoln play, but when the EP idea was developed the intention was to 
use embryo players who found Broadway engagements difficult to secure, 

Same thing goes for playwrights whose scripts go the rounds of pro- 
ducers offices without action. That explains how it came about that the 
Dramatists Guild and Equity entered into an agreement in regards to ex- 
perimental showings, such to be a show-case for unknown authors and 
actors. It was the first time that the actors and dramatists were ever in 
accord and the former have always resented the privilege of the author 


That’s a provision in the basic agreement between the Guild and League 
of New York Theatres. . 





Latest graduate of Carnegie Tech drama school to make good is Wil- 
liam Eythe, just signed to termer by 20th-Fox. Eythe, who hails from 
nearby Mars, Pa., graduated only a year ago and recently made his Broad.« 
way debut in ‘Moon Is Down.’ Before that he had a role in Oscar Serlin 
production of Ferenc Molnar’s ‘The King’s Maid,’ which never reached 
Broadway, however. Young actor, who did some work here at Playhouse 
last season while a Tech student, acted with pros for first time summer ago 
at Cohasset, Mass., where he played juvenile roles all season. 

Another Tech graduate figured in theatrical news last week when George 
Abbott bought the musical comedy, ‘Umpire’s Daughter,’ by George 
Marion, Jr., and William Roos, an alumnus of local drama school. Roos 
authored short-lived ‘Life of Reilly,’ baseball comedy, this season. 





Resignation of Daniel J. Maloney as managing director of Playgoers of 
Springfield, Mass., had the town by the ears this week, for Maloney had 





| legit to Court Square theatre there. 


been carrying on virtually a one-man press campaign for the return of 
Some of his barbs didn’t set well with 


season and also on itself last Satur-/|directors or with theatre, and his resignation was announced as having 


day (13) after a mediocre stanza. 
| Took approximately $6,000 in eight 
performances at $2.75 top. 

Both Producer John Golden and 
George O'Neill, the author, spent 
part of the week in Cleveland try- 
| ing to doctor up the show after its 


third of it was rewritten or re- 
vamped here, particularly the cli- 
max of the first act. However, with 
all the changes, play remained so 
ragged that Golden decided not to 
risk taking it to Broadway this 
month. He has intentions of re- 
| staging the revised opus in the fall. 


White B’krupt 














weak preem in Detroit. About one- | 























ttm=ae continued from page 35 


cleaned up. Luck later’ turned 
against White and there were book- 
ies’ markers for $137,000 against him 
when he was reported to have ‘taken 
the fence.’ He quit the track, but 
paid off those bets. His losses were 
estimated at $700,000. 

More recently he produced an- 
other ‘Scandals’ at the Alvin, N. Y., 
which was moved to Warners Holly- 
wood and then toured, finally being 
made into a unit. Show made him 
plenty and he went into the night 
club business, for which he was 
temperamentally unsuited. White 
dropped $100,000 at the Gay White 
Way at 48th and Broadway, spot 
now being operated by Lou Walters 
as the Latin Quarter. After that 
flop he drifted to the Coast. 

Among the creditors is Nicholas 
(Nicky) Blair, prominent in night 
club circles and who operated the 
once highly favored Paradise (now 
The Hurricane), also on Broadway. 
Blair was put down as being owed 
$12,400. Through an error it was 
first thought that the amount was 
owed the Paramount hotel. Blair 
is manager of Billy Rose’s Diamond 
Horseshoe in that place. National 
City Bank, N. Y., is a creditor for 
$10,000. Charles Abramson, who 
was interested in a couple of legit- 
ers produced by the late Harry Cort, 
is a creditor for $7,500. He is now 
in a Hollywood studio. Department 
of Labor, N. Y., is named as being 
owed $3,768, and it is believed that 
sum was owed by White to em- 
ployees of his ill-fated night club 
venture. 

During his activities on Broad- 
way. White had any number of con- 
troversies, including quarrels with 
authors and critics. 

Recently, he became embroiled 
when the death of Helen Morgan 
disclosed he held out six days pay 
on the singer when she became ill 
opening day of a ‘Scandals’ theatre 
date in Chicago. B. & K. paid white 
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| been tendered and received with regret at annual meeting. 


Directors denied that film theatres had been combating idea of Playgoers 
league. President Albert Steiger, prominent merchant, reported a much 
more favorable contract had been arranged with E. M. Loew for use of 
house, permitting stands of at least two nights and a matinee, or single 
step into Maloney’s shoes, Gilmore’s uncle and namesake was once lead- 
ing impresario here. 





Benjamin P. Cheney, 76, husband of Julia Arthur, former stage star, 
was found dead of thirst in the arid land south of Kingman, Ariz., early 
last week. Wealthy Boston resident was motoring to the Coast and evi- 
dently got out of his car to search for water. He was of the Cheney silk 
family, having inherited $2,500,000 in 1895, and was director on the board 
of several railroads plus a number of Boston financial institutions. 

Miss Arthur, who is 73, retired from the stage in 1924, her last profes- 
sional appearance being in ‘Saint Joan.’ She emerged from retirement 
for one patriotic appearance, impersonating the Statue of Liberty. 





Jurisdiction in the matter of cooling systems in legit theatres is the 
N. Y. managers latest union problem. Some houses have engineers whose 
principal duty is to handle heating plants and their union contends they 
should also supervise the cooling apparatus. Stagehands claim they should 
take over, on the grounds that electric current is the principal factor in 
operating the plants. 

If the stage hands win the jurisdictional dispute, it will mean that an 
extra electrician would be added to the crew, in which case the engingers 
will likely be dropped during summer, if the theatre is operating. 

Lenore Lonergan, who plays the squeaky-voiced ‘Fuffy’ in ‘Junior Miss,’ 
Lyceum, N. Y., was informed of her mother’s sudden death at the end of 
Tuesday’s (9) performance. It has been particularly trying for the 14- 
year-old to play her part, which calls for telephone conversations with 
her mother of the play. 

Miss Lonergan is the granddaughter of the late Lester Lonergan, & 
name actor. Her father is Lester, Jr., and a brother, who is a juvenile 
player, is Lester, II. 





— 





in full, believing he would do the | senting obligations of the Theatre 
same for Miss Morgan, who was | Restaurant Corp., and Broadway Gay 
broke, but the producer gave her | White Way Corp., both New York, 
only one day’s salary. of which he was an officer and 
~ stockholder, and upon which he may 
Creditors Listed have a contingent liability in each 

Los Angeles, June 16. instance. 

George White, in filing voluntary Theatre Restaurant Corp. schedule 
bankruptcy petition in United States | of creditors consists mainly of sup- 
District Court | last week, listed pliers, vendors, liquor wholesalers, 
assets ' $500 re geese Pao etc., with largest amounts listed - 
apparel on which exemption 1S/ Rains, Levin & Co., $2,100; Sanfor 
Ser Teck: "eremuctter Spammntl ates "Geta aaa ga yeloes 

; ment, $1,565.70; an aj. Velden, 

used in various theatrical produc- | $7350. 
tons and electrical equipment for) Larger creditors scheduled for the 
ota tg ee .. | Broadway Gay White Way, Inc., by 

Schedule of liabilities filed in- : - S 

White comprise: Harry A. Rose, 
cludes wages due Hotel and Restau- $7,753.62: William B. Weinberger, 
rant Workers Union, Local 16, CIO; aastense B. Oakland and H. Magid- 
Pinto and Marcantonio Esq., New g ys n 

ne son, $1,600; Charles Abrahamson, 
York, $162.35; and New York State : : ‘ R 
here $7,500; Nicholas Blair, $12,400; E. R. 

Department of Labor, Division of : 

Goetz, $9,200; I. Weiss & Sons, Inc., 
Unemployment Insurance, Albany, $7,000: Emil Friedlander c/o 
plus interest at rate ef 62 per day |’, —™ tiation 

Dazian’s, $10,000; E. J. Wechsler, 
from July 28, 1941, $3,768.14. Taxes 4 0: 

i $5,000; Mrs. Harry A. Rose, $4,900; 
listed include unknown amounts of ' 0 
income tax and amusement taxes | Walter J. Salmon Realty Co., $10,- 

000; T. B. McDonald Construction 


due Collector of Internal Revenue; aaa Ta$% : c 
Social Security taxes of $1,613.39: | C°~ $10,000; and National City Bank, 


unknown amount due state of Cali- $10,000. 

fornia for income tax; and sales! Samuel P. Novick is attorney for 

taxes to City of New York amount- | White, and hearings will be before 

ing to $427.54. referee in bankruptcy H. L. Dick- 
White further lists claims repre- | 5°. 











to have the last say as to which players the managers shall engage, , 
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Stage Unions Given Assurance 
Berlin's ‘Army Show Is Non-Profit 








When it became known that there 
was an incorporation of ‘This Is the 
Army,’ Irving Berlin’s soldier show 
which will open at the Broadway, 
N. Y. July 4, the stage unions 
wanted to know the implication, 
since the show’s profits will go to 
the Army Emergency Fund. A meet- 
ing was held at the offices of the 
musicians union, Equity, stagehands 
and scenic artists, also having people 
present. 

Berlin, who wrote and is present- 
ing the show, explained that it is 
expected there will be certain by- 
products, such as sheet music and 
records, that rightfully will belong 
to him and his music publishing 
business—but only after the show 
has completed its engagement. All 
net proceeds during the playing of 
‘Army,’ however, will go to the fund. 
Report that the deckhands sought to 
staff the stage was incorrect. They 
wanted assurance that ‘Army’ is en- 
tirely non-profit, same going for the 
other unions. 

It appears a situation arose be- 
cause none had been contacted by 
anyone connected with the show to 
formally give the unions such assur- 
ance. Understood that the Camp 
Upton officer who has authority 
over the venture will write the 
union people confirming the state- 
ments made at the meeting. Uni- 
formed men are being used in front 
and back of the curtain, none to get 
more than- the regulation service 
pay, plus $16.50 each weekly for 
maintenance in N. Y. Servicemen 
will comprise the crew and pit band, 
and privates are in the boxoffice. 
Others are assigned as ushers and 
in cleaning-up jobs. Only major 
expense is the house rent, said to be 
mcderate, plus lighting. 

Mark Sandrich, Paramount direc- 
tor, is expected in New York from 
the Coast this week to discuss the 
film version of ‘Army’ with Berlin. 
It’s virtually certain that Par will 
get the film rights at $250,000, plus 
percentage, with Berlin and Sandrich 
volunteering their services gratis as 
part of the deal. 

Intensive Rehearsals 

With opening night, July 4, only 
2% weeks away, rehearsals are going 
forward on the double under a corps 
of experts. Practice sessions for the 
all-soldier show are being held 
morning, afternoons and evenings in 
three New York theatres, the Broad- 
way, Ritz and National. 

Singing chorus is now being 
drilled by Lyn Murray, of CBS, who 
does a similar chore for the Lucky 
Strike ‘Hit Parade,’ did the choral 
arranging for ‘Panama Hattie’ and is 
radio’s best-known choral director. 
He'll give three hours a day to 
‘Army.’ Singers do their rehearsing 
at the Broadway, house in which the 
show will play. 

Dancing group, practicing at the 
Ritz, acquired an additional instruc- 
tor last week when Al White, Jr. 
was drafted. Seasoned terp teacher 
was immediately assigned to the 
show. He’s aiding Corp. Edward 
Barclift, who assisted in dance direc- 
tion of ‘Lady in the Dark’ and Pri- 
vate Robert Sidney, likewise a 
former pro, 

Musicians are rehearsing at the 
National. The 50 soldiers who'll make 
up the pit band are working under 
the direction of Corp. Milton Rosen- 
stock. Berlin himself and Staff 
Sergeant Ezra Stone are in general 
charge, with Sergeant Alan Ander- 
son (son of Maxwell) doing the ac- 
tual handling of the men, in his job 
as stage manager. Hassard Short is 
another pro who may come in for 
@ final assist before the premiere. 


Regular Drilling 

Cast is getting in its regular mili- 
tary drilling daily. Instead of the 
boys being put through their paces 
in Central Park, as was originally 
planned, they have taken over the 
Armory at 62d street and Columbus 
avenue, a few blocks from the thea- 
tres. Each soldier is required to turn 
up for an hour er so of drill daily 
at a time when he has no rehearsal 
scheduled. With drill sergeants 
among the singing group finding 
their throats in no condition for vo- 
calizing after an hour of shouting 
orders, War Department has assigned 
three drill sergeants from the regu- 
lar Army. 

Living in New York on the $2.35 
a day the Army allows them has 
turned out less of a problem for the 
cast than was anticipated. Hotels 
have been generous in providing 
rooms at reduced rates, with most of 
the boys paying $1 a day or less for 





‘ARSENIC’ SLICES UP BIG 
MAY MELON OF $35,000 


There was around $35,000 split up 
antong the backers of ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace’ for the month of May, a 
surprising figure at the tail end of 
the season. Profit was bolstered by 
a further picture rights payment, 
while the road company ended its 
tour with two great-grossing weeks 
in Washington. Around $7,500 was 
held back to finance the resumption 
on the road, which starts in Los 
Angeles August 17. 

According to alleged feed-bag 
stuff, Lindsay and Crouse, the pro- 
ducers of ‘Arsenic,’ were supposed 
to have made up their minds to re- 
tire as managers, with a batting 
average of 1,000. Evidently their 
minds are flexible, however, because 
they are slated to produce their new 
comedy, ‘Strip for Action,’ along 
with Oscar Serlin, for whom they 
wrote ‘Life With Father.’ New play 
is the probable successor of ‘Arsenic’ 
at the Fulton, which L. & C. have 
under a rental. As the duo partici- 
pated in paying for the cooling sys- 
tem installed last summer, continu- 
ance of occupancy is logical. 

After another week, Boris Karloff, 
Josephine Hull and John Alexander 
of the original cast will be replaced 
by Eric Von Stroheim, Laura Hope 
Crews and Forrest Orr, who were 
in the road troupe. Later others of 
the Fulton cast will be replaced by 
the balance of the touring outfit’s 
players, so that the Coast will see the 
same company as on Broadway. 
‘Arsenic’ is expected to run into the 
new season despite changes in 
player personnel. Margaret Joyce 
stepped into Helen Brooks’ part 
Monday (15), the latter being on 
vacation. 


N. Y. Times Gives Cohan 
Credit for L. 1. Estate 
He Sold 18 Yrs. Age 


Sunday (14) N. Y. Times carried 
a picture of an imposing home with 
the caption: ‘The former George M. 
Cohan estate at Great Neck, L. I. 
which will be offered at auction on 
June 27 through Joseph P. Day, 
auctioneer.” No one was more sur- 
prised than Cohan, who has not 
lived in Great Neck for 20 years. 
Property, which includes 18 acres, 
was sold to Moe Annenberg, who 
owns it under a corporate name and 
who installed ‘the swimming pool 
shown in the photo. 

Cohan gave up the place in 1924, | 
when his children started to mature, 
and resided in hotels until acquiring 








SHUBERT ALLEY KUDOS 


Broadway P.A.’s Salute Phyllis 
Perlman’s Abbott Chore 








The Shubert Alley Memorial 
Trophy has been awarded by a 
group of Broadway press agents to 
Phyllis Perlman, p.a. for George 
Abbott. The semi-serious citation 
accompanying the prize explained 
that it is ‘awarded with envy, un- 
disguised by us,’ for the ‘integrated 
simplicity and sell of her shallow, 
two-column advertisements for 
George Abbott’s comedy ‘Best Foot 
Forward.’ 

Engraved, illustrated plaque, 
framed in glass, is signed by Bern- 
ard Simon, Karl Bernstein, Willard 
Keefe, James Proctor, C. P. Gre- 
neker, Tom Weatherly and Jean 
Dalrymple. The-‘Trophy’ consists of 
‘a three-decker lox on a bagle-and- 
a-half sandwich,’ which appears in 
the illustration, 


See Sunday Legit 
Hit on Weekends 


By Transit Snags 








Sunday performances of legit 
shows on Broadway may be affected 
during the summer because of cur- 
tailment or discontinuance of week- 
end railroad excursions. In show 
circles, however, attendance chances 
are regarded to be more a matter of 
weather. Shrinkage of motor travel 
is another factor, but that works 
both ways. If it diminishes the vol- 
ume of influx, it also keeps down 
the number of people leaving town. 


Only one show has discontinued 
Sundays, that being ‘Best Foot For- 
ward,’ Barrymore. It recently joined 
the Sunday list and reverts to its 
original schedule after three weeks. 
Stated that Sunday matinees were 
weaker than the nights. Instead of 
laying off Monday’s, the musical 
dropped Thursday nights and the 
midweek afternoon performance. 
About 50% of the list continues Sun- 
days. 


Equity Wins Control 
Over Carnegie Hall’s 
Revivals of Operettas 


For the first time Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., attractions will play under 
Equity conditions. They will be the 
series of operetta revivals to be pre- 
sented there by Joseph S. Tushinsky 
and Hans Bartsch, latter a play 
broker who formerly specialized in 











an imposing Fifth avenue apartment. 
Annenberg, who was recently re-| 
leased from the federal pen for tax | 


evasion, is a newspaper and racing | fiy-loft, but Equity ruled that the 
He bought the} operetta is definitely legit and the 
property because of his then grow-/| ticket scale is akin to revival prices. 
ing daughters, one of whom (Sylvia) | Top will be $2.20, with performances 


sheet publisher. 


is a crack golfer. 

Last week, Cohan was re-elected 
president of the Catholic Actors 
Guild, his fourth term. Also re- 
named: Gene Buck and Hugh O’Con- 
nell, first and second vice-presidents; 
also elected: Don Gautier, secretary; 
Lida Kane, historian, and John A. 
Bade, chairman of the board. 


Brooks’ Freedley Plays 


Hollywood, June 16. 
Two plays which Vinton Freedley 





will have on the Broadway boards} 


next fall are being concocted here 
by Matt Brooks. They are ‘Show 
Your Colors’ and ‘Boys Will Be 
Girls.’ 

Brooks made the recent tour with 
Holiywood Victory Caravan, writing 
sketches for actors and doctoring 
others enroute. 





two in a room. They’ve also dug out 
economical eating places and are 
getting lots of invitations from 
friends, which has eased the food 
problem. 

Added to the staff of soldiers as- 
signed to plugging tunes from the 
show has been Howard (Buddy) 
Robbins, son of publisher Jack Rob- 
bins, who is in an administrative 
capacity under Col. Walter Schu- 
mann, and paradoxically finds him- 
self exploiting a Berlin score. 


foreign scripts. First show due June 
23 is ‘The Chocolate Soldler.’ Car- 
negie is not a theatre and has no 


on Sundays, show laying off Mon- 
days. 

Outdoor musical revivals around 
|N. ¥. have been cold for the last 
several summers, so that the indoor 
|series is welcomed by actors. ‘Sol- 
|dier’ cast is headed by Helen 








| Gleason, Doris Patston, Allan Jones, 
James Phillips and A. Russell Slagle. 
Another indoor summer revival 
series is mentioned for the Adelphi 
theatre, three blocks from Carnegie. 
Another indoor revival venture gets 
under way Friday (19) at the Cos- 
mopolitan, formerly the Mecca 
Temple auditorium on 55th street. 
First attraction is ‘The Gypsy Baron’ 
which will have a $3.30 top. 

Alfredo Salmaggi announces week- 
end pop opera, one night slated for 
the Randall’s Island stadium, and 
the other in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. 





Bucks Co. Opener 
Philadelphia, June 16, 


Bucks County Piayhouse, now es- 
conced in the Bellevue-Stratford 
hotel here, because of gas rationing, 
opens June 26 with Noel Coward’s 
‘Private Lives’ with Ruth Chatterton 
and George Brent, 


Plans are for a 10-week season, 
six days a week and matinees on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Prices 
range from 57c to $1.50 top. House 
will seat approximately 900, double 
that of the playhouse at New Hope, 
Pa. 





Anderson (Journal) Softens Up On 
‘Variety Boxscore; Explains Purpose 





vv 


‘HIGH KICKERS’ CAST 
PAYOFF STILL IN DOUBT 


Status of the bank letter guaran- 
teeing salaries for ‘High Kickers,’ 
which closed several weeks ago in 
Chicago with no payoff by the man- 
agement, is still unclarified. Indi- 
cated that differences between at- 
torneys of Equity and the show have 
jammed the issue and it is possible 
that the matter may reach the 
courts. Equity put up $5,000, used 
to pay off the smaller salaried prin- 
cipals and chorus, also return trans- 
portation to N.Y., and alleges ‘Kick- 
ers’ would have stranded otherwise. 

Situation was involved because of 
1.0.U.’s held by half a dozen prin- 
cipals who sought collection through 
Equity on the guarantee coin. Val 
Ernie, the bandsman who posted the 
guarantee, held up payment by the 
bank on the grounds that the I.0.U.’s 
were personal loans to George Jes- 
sel, so that ‘Kickers’ could continue 
touring after Boston, where he want- 
ed to close the show. It was agreed 
the 1.0.U.’s were to be arbitrated. 
Understood that Equity insists on 
tying up the balance of the bank 
money after salaries would be paid, 
pending the arbitration results, with 
Ernie objecting to such a move. 


Stillman, McGrane Writing 
Score for New Ice Show 
Opening in N. Y. July 2 


The new Arthur Wirtz-Sonja 
Henie ice revue, opening at the Cen- 
ter theatre, N. Y., July 2, will have 
a special score by Al Stillman and 
Paul McGrane, latter a newcomer 
tunesmith. Stillman is the official 
Radio City Music Hall lyricist, and 
has been lent by the Hall for the oc- 
casion. Gus Eyessell of the M. H. is 
also supervising the Center theatre 
operation. 

Show, titled ‘Stars on Ice,’ will 
feature the 4. Bruises, Carole Lynd, 
16-year old, succeeding Hedi Stenuf, 
who was to have been featured; Al 
Trenkler, Marie Jane Yeo and only 
one of the Caley Sisters (the other 
married). 

Bill Burke is staging; Catherine 
Littlefield on dances; Lucinda Bal- 
lard, costumes; Brunc Maine, set- 
tings, also borrowed from the Music 
Hall. Joe Roberts is the new p.a. 
for the Center, vice Glendon Allvine, 
now back in the film publicity field. 


Weather Boffs St. L. 
Open Air Shows 


St. Louis, June 16. 

An all-day rain washed away the 
opening performance of ‘Sally’ in 
the Alfresco theatre in Forest Park 
last night (Monday). The piece, 
scheduled for a one-week stand, was 
last presented in the open air play- 
house in 1934, 

‘Glamorous Nights,’ which teed 
off the season Thursday (11), ran 
into the worst weather for an 
opening week in the 24 years of 
local enterprise. One performance 
was washed off the boards, three 
others were delayed and _ inter- 
rupted, which coupled with the 
coldest June 14 since 1894, chilled 
the b.o. activity to the marrow. 
Gross was estimated $30,000. 




















‘People’ 10G in Mont’l 


Montreal, June 16. 
Despite torsid heat, ‘Meet the 
People, running nine nights and 
three mats at $1.50 top plus tax went 
over well here. 
Playing His Majesty’s, revue got 
estimated $10,000. 





Maplewood Opens July & 
Maplewood, N. J., June 16. 
Long delayed opening of the 
Maplewood Theatre has finally been 
set for July 5. House, which last 
year was considered the most suc- 
cessful strawhatter in the east, will 
be operated again by Cheryl Craw- 
ford and John Wildberg under a 
working agreement with John L. 
Washburn and Blake Johnson. 
Latter two have, for the past three 
years, operated the summer play- 


John Anderson, critic for the N. ¥. 
Journal-American, devoted his Mon- 
day (15) column to ‘Variety's’ re- 
cently printed annual boxscore, ex- 
plaining that it aims to induce re- 
viewers to clarify their notices or, 
in other words, to give a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ 
opinion for the benefit of readers. 
When the boxscore started, wrote 
Anderson, there was a marked tend- 
ency on the part of critics to write 
witty reviews rather than give opin- 
ions. 

The first boxscore ‘caused such a 
lifting of eyebrows (among the 
scribes) that some have not come 
down yet,’ says Anderson. He fur- 
ther elucidates for the ‘aisle and 
fang boys’: ‘As shrewd and sensible 
a trade paper as ‘Variety’ readily ad- 
mits that dramatic criticism ordi- 
narily has nothing to do with the 
boxoffice. It will even admit that 
the highest score on its annual score- 
board does not necessarily mean that 
that critic is the best critic...Why 
does its staff sit up late at nights 
weighing adjectives? It takes all 
this trouble for the benefit of the 
managers and the good of the pub- 
lic.” In the past, Anderson has ex- 
pressed dislike for the tabulation of 
the critics. 

‘Variety’ once explained, discuss- 
ing the reasons for the score, ‘prac- 
tically no one could figure from the 
reviews whether a show was worth 
seeing or not. The reviews were 
fast becoming meaningless and if the 
managers couldn’t decipher them it 
was a cinch that neither could the 
public.’ 

Anderson placed a neat third in 
the 1941-42 rating with ‘a batting 
average of .862,’ which was higher 
than some winners in the past, An- 
derson wrote, ‘proving, probably, 
that it’s not only the critics but the 
season...This is no season to quibble 
over details. This is no season. 
Period.’ Louis Kronenberger of PM 
was the topper with .923. 


CRITIC DEFENDS HIS PAN; 
CAN'T RUIN GOOD SHOW 


Springfield, Mass., June 16. 

Taking cognizance of widespread 
criticism leveled against his reaction 
to Resident Players of Springfield, 
which folded May 30 after one week, 
W. Harley Rudkin, critic of The 
Springfield Daily News, retorted this 
week in a column titled ‘Publie 
Makes the Decisions Which Decide 
Theater’s Fate.’ 

Rudkin contended that good thea- 
tre will always rise above criticism, 
however adverse, and pointed to 
metropolitan critics’ panning of 
‘Johnny 2x4 and ‘Candle im the 
Wind,’ both of which he said eaught 
on with those who pay for their 
tickets. (Ed: ‘Candle’ was. only 
moderately successful in N. Y., while 
‘Johnny 2x4’ was a failure.) 

Stock company, headed by Harry 
Fischer, decided to call it quits after 
eight performances of ‘Philadelphia 
Story,’ though a 10-week season was 
planned, with Naval Relief getting 
profits above Equity minimums, 
Fischer said that cancellations came 
snowballing in as soon as reviews 
were published, Rudkin’s being 
toughest. 

‘Diverse sources,’ wrote Rudkin, 
‘felt that we were going out of our 
way to cut off a new theatrical en- 
terprise before it had a chance to 
attain any sort of sturdy growth. To 
this we can only say that the publie, 
not the press, decides whether or not 
the theatre, or any of its component 
parts, shal] live.’ 

Free Press, tabloid weekly, pub- 
lished report this week that Rudkin 
had been barred from local theatres. 
Truth is that some houses com, 
plained over severity of reviews, and 
tabloid embroidered yarn as part of 
its usual slant against the en fe 
News. Rudkin, who has not been 
good health, was back at desk th 
week, following combined sick-leave 
and vacation. 


Mary Jane Walsh Ill 


Mary Jane Walsh was out of ‘Let’s 
Face It,’ Imperial, N. Y., Monday 
(15) because of an indicated appen- 
dix attack, Vivian Vance ry 
over. Janis Joyce moved into the 
latter’s part. 

Ice packs relieved Miss Walsh and 
she is expected back in the cast, pro- 
vided doctors do not advise an 
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operation. 
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Literati 





Luce Lets Loose 


In line with the recently-adopted 
policy of de-anonymizing member | 
of the staffs of Time and Life, Time 
has started adding an introductory 
page. Along with a column given 
to the index and list of editorial 
workers, it is running a two-column 
‘Letter from the Publisher’ to 
‘answer some of the questions sub- 
Scribers are asking about how Time 
gathers, verifies, organizes and 
writes its news.” 

Initial ‘letter’ two weeks ago spoke 
of various members of the staff, 
while last week’s concentrated on 
Harry Zinder, head of the Time and 
Life Cairo office. Zinder had been 
hurt the previous week in an air- 
plane crash on his way to the 
Western Desert to cover the tank 
battle in Libya. 

Zinder’s background was deline- 
ated, along with his qualifications 
for his present task and a map show- 
ing his territory. ‘Letters’ are signed 
by P. I. Prentice, publisher of Time. 

‘March of Time’ radio show has 
also turned recently to exploiting 
members of the Time-Life staff who 
have been through exciting war 
episodes. 


| 





Butch Swipes A King 


National Press Club irked plenty 
over Mayor LaGuardia stepping in 
and corraling the King of Greece 
for the N. Y. war parade Saturday 
(13). Newspapermen had the Royal 
visitor booked for a Saturday lunch- 
eon and had issued the usual invi- 
tations, anticipating the customary 
‘off the record’ speech. 

Mayor La Guardia upset the plans. 
In order to fulfill the N. Y. com- 
mitment, King George had to do a 
bit of traveling, since he had to 
leave the Gotham parade to come 
back to Washington for the state 
dinner tendered by the Assistant 
Secretary of State and Mrs. Adolf 
Berle. 

Women’s National Press Club had 
better luck. They booked the royal 
visitor for a reception at the Wil- 
lard Friday (12), where he turned 
down cocktails for a cup of tea with 
three lumps, gave them a 60-second 
talk, and shook 300 limp hands in 
the 92 degrees temperature. 





Liberty’s Squarer 


Liberty mag is running a squarer 
in its June 27 issue for a recent ar- 
ticle by George Jean Nathan blast- 
ing USO-Camp Shows, Inc. New 
piece is by Will Irwin and tagged 
‘It Wasn’t Like This in the Old Days.’ 

Irwin, in two pages of pictures 
and text, compares present camp 
shows with those of 1917-18 and 
finds a big improvement. He does 
such a strong plug for Camp Shows, 
that he has a couple of errors of fact. 
Not one-tenth so many, however, as 
did Nathan, who appeared to have 
obtained his facts by puffing a pipe 
in the Royalton hotel, N. Y. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Mrs. Nathalie Sedgwick Colby, 67, 
novelist and poet, died June 11 in 
N. Y. 

George Horton, 82, author and lit- 
erary critic, died June 5 in N. Y. 

M. Henry Potter, 49, editor and 
president of The Jewish World, 
Philadelphia daily which suspended 
publication two years ago, died in 
Philadelphia June 9. 

William Conquest, 78, one of the 
oldest newspapermen in Alberta 
and veteran of more than 60 years 
in the publishing business, died at 


missioned a captain, assigned to a 
Florida base. 


Orson Falk’s novel, ‘Thunderbirds,’ 


|based on Melville Crossman's 20th- 


Fox screen story, is being published 
by Randon House. 

Bob Dupree, reporter for the 
Fort Worth Star-.'‘elegram for about 
five years, is now in tne army, sta- 
tioned at Camp Wuiters, Texas. 

Basil Davenport, who was con- 





nected with the Book of the Month 


Club, and Edward Justin, also a 
critic and writer, are now in the 
Army 


Joe Hall Torbell, for the past five 
years executive editor of the two 
Gannet papers in Utica, N. Y., has 
been named managing editor of Al- 
bany Knickerbocker News, also a 
Gannet daily. 

Universal's ‘There’s One Born 
Every Minute,’ film due for June 26 
release, was written by Robert D. 
Hunt, former ad manager at Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce and Doubleday, 
Doran, book publishers. 
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his house crew serve just as well. 
Sixteen-piece outfit, five reeds, three 
violins, three brass, two trombones, 
piano, bass and drums, is right on the 
nose both for the acts and in its own 
couple of numbers, clicking espe- 
cially on Benny Goodman’s ‘Clarinet 
A La King,’ which features Adkins 
himself, a whiz on the licorice stick. 
Orch’s only other contribution is an 
opening tune, and all right, too. 
Maestro m.c.s and does a nice job 
of it 

Big noise, of course, is Jane 
Withers, and kid film star is a clean- 
up It’s a strange feeling these days 
getting a load of her. Seems like 
only yesterday she was the chubby 
little brat of ‘Bright Eyes’ who 
wanted a machine-gun for Christ- 
mas—and here she is all grown up, 
poised, matured, attractive and 
talented. Latter she’s always been, 
of course, but currently developing 
as well into the very next thing to a 
glamour girl. For the stage, she has 
plenty to offer. Opens with a song 
medley, including ‘Don’t Sit Under 
Apple Tree,’ and then goes on an 
imaginary tour of Hollywood with a 
soldier. in which she gets off a 
couple of good cracks and imitations 
of ZaSu Pitts, Katharine Hepburn, 


Shirley Temple and Carmen 
Miranda, the last two knockouts. 
Comes back for knockout job on 


‘Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones,’ mak- 
ing her quarter hour a solid, showy 
click. 

Remainder of bill is good, too. 
Four Sensational Macks start things 
off in whirlwind fashion with some 
bang-up skating stuff and Jimmy 
and Mildred Mulcay keep the ball 
rolling with their first rate har- 
monica teamwork. Third spot re- 
served for Sue Ryan, and singing 
comedienne gives it to them with 
both barrels. Last time she played 
this house, Miss Ryan was one of 
Benny Davis’ ‘Stars of the Future,’ 
a billing, incidentally, that for her 
was completely justified. Has her 
own piano accompanist, corking 
pipes she can use either straight or 
antically, and needs only to tell the 
sound man to tone down the mike a 
little when she’s on. Blasts too much 
with her strong voice as it is. Her 
takeoff on a diva and later ‘You 
Made Me Love You,’ as it was done 
in the old days and as it’s swing- 
erooed now, are high spots and 
show-stoppers, too. Mob couldn’t 
get enough of the Ryan gal and 
Adkins had to beg off for her. 


Preceding Miss Withers are the 3) 


Ross Sisters (New Acts). 

Biz at getaway show today (Fri- 
day) excellent. Not the usual open- 
ing-day crowd of whistlers and 
stompers, but a preponderance of 
youngsters, attracted doubtlessly by 
the Withers booking. Cohen. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 





Chicago, June 12. 
Chuck Foster Orch (10) with Ray 
Robbins, Hal Pruden, Dottie Dotson, 





Athabaska, Alta., recently. He was 
editor and publisher of the Atha- 
baska Echo. He had retired two 


years ago in favor of his son, Charles, 
but returned when the son enlisted | Billy 


for war service, 

Stanley Frost, 60, author and for- 
mer newspaperman, died in Rich- 
mond, Va., June 14. 


Gloria Foster, 3 Dees; Billy Gilbert, 
Molly Picon, Wilkey Dare; ‘Not a 


| Ladies Man’ (Col). 





Current show is solid, headed by 
Gilbert, filmdom’s 


| comedienne, and backed by Chuck 
| Foster’s orchestra. 
Foster band is youthful, playing a 


Guy W. Beardsley, 75, former N.Y. |return in the city after a successful 


newspaperman, died June 11 in Los|run at the Stevens hotel. 


Angeles after a year’s illness. At 
various times he was a columnist on 
the N.Y. Sun, publisher of the 
Birmingham Age-Herald and editor 
of the New York Commercial. 





CHATTER 

Buck Herzog, film editor of the 
Milwaukee Sentinel, prowling the 
Hollywood studios. 

Jerome Beatty in Hollywood to 
write anecdotes of film folk for 
American Magazine. 

Emory Wister on his annual visit 
to Hollywood as drama editor of the 
Charlotte (N. C.) News. 

Amos Melton, sports writer for 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, has been 
given a commission jin the Air 
Corps. 

Vincent Sheean has joined the U.S. 
Army Air Corps. He has been com- 


RIN re 


In with 
the show is the standard vaude turn 
of Wilkey and Dare, who sell solidly 
with comedy acrobatics. 


Foster’s band holds the opening 
portion of the show and in it he 
gives each of his talented people an 
opportunity to display their wares. 
Three Dees, vocal trio, mike nicely 
with ‘One Dozen Roses.’ Ray Robbins, 
vocalist, turns in a neat performance 
on ‘Johnny Doughboy,’ having 
smooth, romantic voice easy to catch 
the fair sex. His interpretation of 
‘Tangerine’ is also bang-up. Dottie 
Dotson shows personality and show- 
manship in a Spanish vocal and a 
novelty on ‘Something About a 
Soldier.” Other femme vocalist with 
Foster’s band is his sister, Gloria, 
who delivers a pair of hits, ‘I Threw 
Kiss in Ocean’ and ‘Somebody Else 
Is Taking My Place.’ Gal has plenty 
of style and vocal ability. 

Band as a whole is highly enter- 
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pacing. Foster seemed a little timid 
at first, but warmed up after first 
few rounds of applause. 

Gilbert, in chef's costume, brought 
laughs with fast patter with Mrs. 
Gilbert as the foil. His mixup, 
double talk and sneeze routine is 
topped only by his vocalling of 
‘Sheik of Araby.’ Mrs, Gilbert 
straights nicely. =a 

Molly Picon, a frequent visitor to 
Chicago and most recently in a legit 
performance in town, is smash all 
the way. Her specially arranged 
songs and material are nifties. Miss 
Picon's routine on ‘Hands’ and “‘Typi- 
cal Day of a Woiking Goil’ is par- 
ticularly strong. Loop. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREEL) 


_——_ 


The newsreels currently hit a new 
low for dullness. They sharply point 
up ‘there’s nothing so dead as yes- 
terday’s news’ by the very fact that 
they are generally more than a 
month behind the newspaper head- 
lines, Thus, the most exciting fea- 
tures of this week’s crop is Britain’s 
invasion of Madagascar, though that 
happened weeks ago. Such imme- 
diafé news socks as the Coral Sea 
and Midway victories, or Molotov’s 
visit to Washington, however, are 
still celluloid expectations for the 
future. 

Prior to this country’s entry into 
the war, with, of course, news cen- 
sorship immediately following, the 
newsreels were an exciting portrayal 
of events. Now, their fodder is 
meagre indeed and the audiences are 
decidedly apathetic. 

Only the new March of Time, 
‘India in Crisis,) makes the screen 
lineup inviting. M.O.T. has turned 
in a masterful, historic piece in the 
first two subjects on India. The sec- 
ond, ‘India at War,’ will follow short- 
ly. For the first time on film the 
general public is being given a true 
insight of conditions in India; its 
sharply divided political parties; the 
medieval caste system; the poverty 
and the riches. Britain’s role in In- 
dia is likewise clearly portrayed, and 
not always in a flattering fashion to 
the mother country. Yet, it’s shown 
how Britain has done much to de- 
velop, industrially and culturally, 
the vast Asiatic nation. 

Par’s clip on Madagascar is the 
only inspiring -news shot. It’s an 
Allied victory and furnishes a mo- 
mentary idea of the grandeur of 
naval action at night. Par also fur- 
nishes the coverage on the White 
House reception for the King of 
Greece and the new Women’s Army 
and its trim commander. Pathe has 
an interesting clip on a captured Jap 
flyer; also the clever work of ex- 
perts in camouflaging war factories. 
Fox pictured New York's great re- 
ception of the Allied war heroes. 
Otherwise, it’s hum-drum stuff. 

WB’s patriotic short, ‘Ring of 
Steel,’ with Spencer Tracy as nar- 
rator, is distributed by War Activi- 
ties Committee for the Government. 
Garson Kanin directed and it’s an 
excellent depiction of the whys and 
wherefores of the U.S. Army. Above 
all else, it’s sensible propaganda. 

Scho. 





‘sneeze’ | 
| comedian, and Molly Picon, Yiddish 
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that they lay off they'll pay for their 
meals at the Rapp Farms. 

Via Rapp’s new system, the hotels 
are shorn of their responsibility of 
maintaining show troupes, with room 
and board, for the summer. Only 
regular staff entertainer they'll re- 
quire will be the social director. 

From present indications, the Cats- 
kill Mountain Time will be at least 
as luscious for performers this sum- 
mer as it was last. With the beaches 
uninviting because of dimouts and 
blackouts, more people seem to be 
going to the mountains, although the 
strictly weekend trade has been hurt 
considerably by gas rationing and 
tire shortages. ~The biz over the 
Decoration Day weekend, first of the 
summer holidays, indicated that the 
Catskill resort biz may be bigger 
than ever this year. However, the 
operators are waiting for the July 
Fourth holiday as the big test. That 
weekend will determine the show 
budgets for July and August. 
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John Abbo 


to their homes and had to rely on 
making their own entertainment. 


The taste in songs however, had 
definitely changed; the only one that 
had any remote reference to the war 
was a comedy soldier chorus, ‘Bless 
’Em All,’ but the favorites over that 
period were such compositions as: 


Over the Rainbow. 

Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 
Square. P 

Who’s Taking You Home To- 
Night? 

Scatterbrain. 

It’s a Lovely Day Tomorrow. 

18th Century Drawing Room. 

Arm in Arm. 

Begin the Beguine. 

Woodpecker Song. 

Love Is All. 

I’m Nobody’s Baby. 

Sierra Sue. 

Ferryboat Serenade. 


All good sellers. 


In the Spring of 1941 business 
again began to go ahead and 1941 
established a recerd for sheet music 
and records and 1942, so far, has im- 
proved on this. The turnover for 
the month of March—so far as we 
are concerned—was bigger than any 
month for years; in fact since the 
post-war boom of the early twenties. 
This was to some extent accounted 
for by our good catalogue, which in- 
cluded: 


Elmer’s Tune. 

I Know Why. 

Chattanooga Choo Choo. 

I'll Be With You in Apple 
Blossom Time. 





There now appears to be no season 
for music; it all depends upon 
whether the publisher has the goods 
to sell. In normal times March 
should be the quietest month of the 
year. Usually about that time the 
public are thinking of spring 
clothes, summer holidays and new 
cars, cruises, etc. but as most of 
these are out of the question they are 
spending their. money on music, rec- 
ords, cinemas and other entertain- 
ment, and digging up the garden. 


In the ordinary way we would 
have spent several days at Easter at 
some seaside resort, but on Easter 
Monday, Mrs. Abbott and I actually 
stood in a queue for seats at a 
cinema (for the first time in my 
life). That’s just an indication of 
changed habits. 


Of course, any return of a blitz, a 
general threat of invasion of any- 
thing like that would probably be 
another setback, but, given present 
conditions, I can see nothing to pre- 
vent the continuance of the boom. 


There are several reasons to ac- 
count for this: 


1. There is practically no unem- 
ployment, and thousands of people 
are earning more money than they 
ever dreamed would be possible, and, 
after all, it is the good class working 
population who buy music and 
records. 


2. Multiple chain stores such as 
Woolworth’s and British Home Stores 
are short of so many other lines of 
goods that they are giving more 
counter space to music than they 
ever did. Our business with Wool- 
worth has increased enormously. 
They no longer place a price limit of 
sixpence on goods they handle. There 
is now no such thing as sixpenny 
music; all ‘pop’ numbers are retailed 
at a shilling, and this to some extent 
accounts for increased turnover. 


3. Because of the rationing of a 
good many things, such as food and 
clothing, and the high price of most 
luxury articles like jewelry, wines, 
spirits, ete., and the restriction on 
private motoring, there are few 
things for the people to spend their 
money on, and music is something 
they can still freely buy, and even at 
a shilling per copy it is still compar- 
atively cheap. It is also one of the 
few articles on which there is no 
purchase tax. 


As America is not likely to have 
any aerial bombardment or invasion 
scare, I should say the cut to a boom 
period will be quicker than it was 
here and be better maintained. 

The one thing likely 'to keep down 
sales is the restriction on paper. We 
have been given a quota of 30% of 
our 1940 consumption, and the busi- 
ness we are doing is eating into our 
reserves. In England the practice is 
for the English publisher to buy the 
paper and supply the printer, where- 
as in America I believe the printer 
does the complete job. 


Our quota is on a tonnage basis, 
and we can use that tonnage how we 
like, and to meet the situation we 
are cutting out certain folios (which 
require a lot of paper) reducing the 


size and weight of the ordinary piano 





tt’s Letter to Robbins 
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definite boon. 











copy; in other words, using the ton- 
nage to the best advantage. 


In order to maintain our earnings 
from the Performing Rights Society, 
we must continue to publish orches- 
trations as well as pianoforte copies, 
but we use great care to eliminate 
wastage and there are very few 
complimentary copies of orchestra- 
tions. Supplying copies to the trade 
‘on sale or return’ has altogether 
ceased. In any case, it was not such 
a serious evil here as in America. 


The boom in phonograph records 
has been keeping pace with music, 
but, unfortunately, they are now re- 
stricted in their supplies of shellac, 
and they are rationing retail dealers, 
From the Gramophone Company we 
are now getting only about 25% of 
our normal requirements for sale in 
our retail department. Moreover, 
they will now have to pay a heavy 
purchase tax equivalent to 662/3% 
of the wholesale price. 


My advice to you is to see that 
either your company or your print- 
ers get a good stock of paper, be- 
cause, after all, that is your raw ma- 
terial.. One thing, it won’t go down 
in price—not even after the war— 
for a good many years. On standard 
things, particularly those which have 
a steady sale, print up good stocks— 
they'll always be good—and I be- 
lieve that stock and copyrights will 
be more valuable than money. 


An argument wé consistently use 
is that music is a necessity—without 
it there can be no broadcasts or en- 
tertainment for the forces—so essen- 
tial to maintain the morale of the 
people. A copy of music or an or- 
chestration can be used over and 
over again and give enjoyment to 
thousands, and over the radio it can 
entertain millions. A copy of a book 
using 100 times more paper and cost- 
ing 10 times as much as a sheet of 
musie is probably read by a dozen 
people. A newspaper is read by one 
person and thrown away—these are 
strong arguments that the music in- 
dustry is encouraged. 

FRANCIS, DAY & HUNTER, LTD., 
(Signed) John Abbott, 
Director, 











| H’wood Ingenuity 
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saving pictures, in keeping with war 
priority restrictions and, at the same 
time, adhering to intrinsic values. 
More than that, Hollywood is enjoy- 
ing the process, 

In fact, it’s beginning to sense that 
the old system of waste and indul- 
gence is gone forever; that, having 
been thrown on its resourcefulness, 
it is learning sound methods that 
quite likely will endure after the 
need for inventing them is gone. 

For instance, 20th-Fox has applied 
for a patent on a nail-strightening 
device and, further, claims it is sav- 
ing 50 feet of film on every ‘take’ it 
makes. How? In the first place, by 
the use of a new slating device and, 
in the second, by having the camera- 
man, not the director, start a take 
with the immemorial word, ‘Roll 
"em.’ 

This lot also is using interchange- 
able wall panels, so that the same 
props can be used for different 
rooms. 

Even better, Jack Skirball and Al- 
fred Hitchcock are planning to get 
by with Universal’s ‘Shadow of a 
Doubt’ without the construction of a 
single exterior set. They intend to 
use a Northern California town, as 
is, for part of the action and will go 
all the way back to New Jersey to 
film scenes amid architecture not 
found near Hollywood. 

They’re thus doing a good job of 
what Paramount’s production man- 
ager, Edward Ebele, succinctly calls 
‘cheating.’ 

‘We now have some of the best 
cheaters in the business,’ says Ebele, 
‘Our bomber-and-boat exchange 
with,Warners is an example. A bet- 
ter one is what we'll do with ‘Bell 
Tolls.” We're taking our crew and 
equipment right to Sonoma and will 
play around with Mother Nature, 
using her when we can. And im- 
proving her, if and when necessary. 

‘A year ago we'd have been going 
in for set building on the lot with 
prop rocks and all that. Now it’ll 
be real rocks, as an example, but 
placed and dressed up for our pur- 
poses, without costing an old 
Indian-head penny in essential ma- 
terials.’ 

In other words, war is stil] what 
Sherman said it was, plus earmuffs. 
But, from the looks of things, it’s at 
least going to bring a little belated 
horsesense to Hollywood. And, in 
practically anybody’s book, that’s a 
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Broadway 


A. O. (Bert) Brown of the Lambs 
club recovering from laryngitis. 

Buddy Morris commuting between 
Tin Pan Alley and his Conn. farm. 

Julius (‘Dude’) Harris being treat- 
ed for arthritis at Park East hospital. 


Louis Rosenfeld, exhibitor from 
Florence, Ala., in town during the 
past week. 

Out of commission recently due to 
ili health, Harry Buxbaum is up and 
around again. 

Eileen, daughter of Harry Martin 
of the Fulton theatre box office, en- 
gaged to marry. 

Johnny Mercer's ‘Mandy Is Two’ 
is autobiographical, inspired by his 
2-year-old Amanda. 

B. G. DeSylva in New York to 
confer with Par homeoffice officials 
on forthcoming films. 

Metro producer Arthur Freed due 
in this weekend to o.o. talent for 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ 

Carey Wilson, Metro producer- 
director-writer-commentator, in New 
York for a week’s vacash. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman, extending his 
Coast for another 10 days. 

Arthur Murray left for Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday) to open new 
dancing studios in Holiy wood. 

Molar trouble kept Chic Johnson 
out of ‘Sons o’ Fun’ for several per- 
formances at the Winter Garden. 

‘Harvey Day is in New Rochelle 
hospital following a fall in which 
he broke his right arm in two places. 

Mildred Murray broke the Lyceum 
record by selling $105 worth of war 
stamps in the lobby last Thursday 
(11). 

Playwright Harlan Thompson ex- 
pects a lieutenancy in the Signal 
Corps, and Marian Spitzer (Mrs. .T.) 
meantime is sojourning east. 

Elliott McManus, in charge of the 
ad sales department for 20th-Fox at 
its exchange, has joined the N. Y. 
State Guard, 12th Regiment. 

Mordecai Bauman, concert bary- 
tone, became Mordy Bauman for the 
Columbia album (Ray Bloch’s or- 
chestra) of George M. Cohan songs. 

RKO bunch threw a _ testimonial 
dinner last week for E. L. Alperson, 
with Malcolm Kingsberg as toast- 
master and C. B. McDonald as chair- 
man, 

Playwright Jerry Horwin trying to 
get himself into physical shape, 
under M.D.’s direction on the Coast, 
in order to qualify for Navy enlist- 
ment. 

Rutgers 





Universal 
visit to 


to Canada 
for National 
convention 
Montreal and 


Neilson goes 
tomorrow . (Thursday) 
Editorial Association 
which huddles_ in 
Quebec. 

Allan Meltzer’s Savoy-Plaza_ re- 
viewing stand stunt, for Saturday’s 
big parade, wound up in a ‘Life Goes 
to a Parade’ photographic stunt by 
the mag. 

Twentieth crowd tossed a dinner 
last week to Bill Kupper, former 
western division sales chief for 20th, 
who has been made exéc aide to Tom 
Connors. 

Harvey Day, manager of Terry- 
toon cartoon comedies distribution, 
leaves hospital today (Wednesday) 
where he’s been for treatment for a 
broken arm. 

Anatole Litvak, recently commis- 
sioned a major in U.S. Army Corps, 
in N.Y. last week visiting 20th-Fox 
homeoffice. He will do a picture for 
the Government shortly. 
_ Frank Moneyhun of 20th advertis- 
ing department, who has resigned, is 
staying on from two weeks to a 
month to complete a special assign- 
ment on which he is working for the 
company. 

Robert Schless, Warner Bros. for- 
eign chief, who has been in Brazil, 
plans to extend his South American 
trek to all S.A. countries following 
his tour of Argentina. He just ar- 
rived in Buenos Aires. 

Harry Royster, operator of the 
Netco circuit for Paramount, is com- 
ing into N. Y. from Poughkeepsie 
once a week now to discuss theatre 
matters and film dealings. 
either Tuesday or Wednesday. 


St. Louis 


Sam X. Hurst 





By 

Son of Harry C. Arthur, Jr., Fan- 
chon & Marco exec, has enrolled in 
naval aviation training at the Uni- 
versity of Iowa. 

The state’s only drive-in theatre, at 
esPeres, Mo., is now holding screen 
shows once weekly for defense plant 
workers. Shows begin at midnight. 
The Missouri and Empress, in the 
city, also hold once-a-week early 
a.m. shows for war plant employees. 

Sam Muchnick, wrestling and box- 
ing promoter, inducted into the 
Army and assigned to the Army Air 
Corps Training School, Jefferson 

y ay Mo. 

rene (Curley) Popp, vet stage- 
hand locally, is the new property 
man at the Municipal Theatre Assn’s 
al fresco playhouse in Forest Park. 

Marvin Frederic band on deck at 
Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson. 

More than 600 ushers and other 
flicker house attaches have received 
basic Civilian defense training 
courses in the event of an air raid. 

Bill Hoppe, former district man- 
eger for the St. Louis Amus. Co., 
who tossed stint overboard to open 
& hamburger joint in South St. 


Makes it | 


Louis, is now operating a chain of 
the quickie eateries. 

Producers Releasing Corp., headed 
locally by Noah Bloomer, Belleville 
(Ill.) exhib, has leased new quarters 
on film row and will occupy them 
when a. face-lifting job is com- 
pleted. 

A new drive-in theatre, a unit of 
the Great States-Publix chain, has 


15 miles from here. 

The ‘Dr. I. Q.’ weekly radio pro- 
gram is being originated from the 
5,000-seater Fox, Fanchon & Marco 
operated. 

With the performance of ‘Glam- 
orous Night’ Thursday (11) at the 
Municipal Theatre Assn.’s al fresco 
playhouse in Forest Park, the all- 
time attendance passed the 13,000,- 
000 mark. This is the 24th con- 
secutive season of the enterprise. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 











Ray Milland and wife vacationing 
here. 

Circo Teatro Continental. conti- 
nental style combo circus-theatre, 
socko at the Teatro Arbeu, veteran 
legit house. 

Mrs, John Wayne; wife of the pic 
actor, visiting here with her sister 
and brother-in-law, Mr, and Mrs. 
L. E. Kunkler. 

Enrique Herrera, pic producer, has 
started making ‘Yo Soy Usted’ Cl 
Am You’) comedy featuring Marga- 
rita Maris, Austrian actress. 

Luis Arcaraz, pop scng writer, 
giving a 30-minute weekly recital of 
his works to his own piano ac- 
ness at local radio station 


Betty Bryant, billed as ‘New 
York’s Famous Society Singer,’ did 
a one-night special recently as a fea- 
ture of the floor show of El Grillon, 
swanky nitery. 

Painter Juan Jose Segura, financed 
by Carlos Ezquerro, is to soon start 
the production of three pic shorts 
which he has titled ‘Pan American 
Extravanganzas.’ 

La Cucaracha, loca{ cocktail club, 
has been purchased by Antonio 
(Tony) Morelos, who is running it in 
conjunction with his 
nitery in the Hotel Reforma. 

Fire caused by a caretessly dis- 
carded cigaret in the gallery 
panicked a large audience at the 
Cine Briseno and brought 20 firemen. 
Nobody was hurt and damage was 
insignificant. 

The first play by Miguel N. Lira, 
public relations counsellor of the 
Ministry of Public Education, is ‘La 
Muneca Pastillita’ (‘Doll of Pastry’), 
being presented to good response at 
the Palace of Fine Arts (national 


theatre). . 

Eva Beltri, veteran 
dancer and wife of Fu Manchu 
(David T. Bamberg), ‘Chinese’ 
magician. whose act is standard in 
Spanish America, is heading her own 
ballet of six as feature of the current 
floor show at the Cocoanut Grove 
nitery. 

Virginia Fabregas, Mexico’s Sarah 
Bernhardt,’ who recently celebrated 
her 50th anniversary as a trouper, 
had to leave in Vera Cruz the road 
company she is heading and hurry 


Mexican 


that is in progress for possession of 
the theatre named for her, She is 





soon as the suit is settled, 


| Minneapolis 


| By Les Rees 








Russ McCarthy, of RKO, daddy of 
a girl. 

Charlie Cox orchestra’‘into Hotel 
Lowry Terrace cafe. 

Pat Haberly, Metro booker, induct- 
‘ed into armed service. 

‘Design for Living’ second Log the- 
atre, strawhatter, offering. 

‘Fall Fashion Frolic’ 
St. Paul Auditorium July 20. 

Lawrence Welk into Excelsior 
| Amusement park for a full week. 

Charles Bliss of Universal prepar- 
ing to enter the armed services 

Robert Heazlett, veteran motion 
picture ¢pverator, passed away at 51. 

‘Aquatennial’ negotiating to bring 
Red Skelton here as emcee for ‘Fol- 
lies.’ 

Abe Kaplan, 
jin Chicago on 
bisiness. 

John Ross Reed in from Chicago 
to start preparations for staging 
Aquatennial festival's ‘Aqua Fol- 
lies’ July 18-26. 

John J. Friedl in charge of ar- 
rangements for appearance here of 
15 war heroes July 20 on war secur- 
ities selling campaign. 

Ted Heddiker, localite and former 
WCCO announcer, here with Horace 
Heidt at Orpheum, writing and di- 
recting his radio shows. 

Star-Journal has been without 
Sunday radio column since George 
Grim’s entry into army, but now 
has started one devoted to night club 
chatter and shows. 

President Jimmy Grainger here to 
complete Republic’s taking over of 
local exchange from Gilbert Nath- 
anson, with Carl Reese from Omaha 
scheduled to be branch manager. 

While here with Horace Heidt, 
Frankie Carle is said to have turned 
down an offer to take over Eddy 
Duchin’s orchestra, choosing to re- 
= with Heidt after latter upped 
salary. 





indie circuit 
Northwest 


owner, 
Allied 





been opened at French Village, Il., | 


Tap Room | 


back here to engage in the litigation | 


planning to tour Central America as | 


| Washington 


Burt Lopatin, owner of Trans-Lux 
jrestaurant-night club, into Coast 
Guard, 

Abe Lyman opened an engagement 
jat the Woosevelt hotel’s Victory 
;Room on Sunday night. 

| Alice Winstead, warbler with Ina 
|Ray Hutton’s band, has joined Al 
Norton’s Merryland crew. 

Veda Reynolds, 20, named concert 
master for National Symphony or- 
chestra’s Watergate concerts. 

Ernest L. Schier is new radio edi- 
tor of Washington Post, succeeding 
Richard L. Coe, now in Army. 

Hank Shields, of Loew’s publicity, 
turned down by the Army for a 
minor defect, hopes to make it with 
the Canadian Flying Forces. 

Sergeant Donald A. Maguire has 
been appointed Washington corre- 
spondent of ‘Yank’ and installed in 
National Press Club building head- 
quarters. 

Major Gordon Hittenmark, Special 
Services of Army, missing from the 
morning air Waves recently, retur:.s 
this week from an Official visit to 
Hollywood. 

Bill Crago, Washington radio an- 
nouncer whose voice attracted Hal 
Wallis, Warner Bros. producer, soon 








Hawks’ ‘Air Force.’ 

Lt. Harry Haller, aide-de-camp of 
General F. H. Osborn and Sunday 
drama editor of Baltimore Sun, trans- 
ferred to office of Lt. Col. Marvin 
Young, supervising camp entertain- 
ment, 

Brock Whitlock, manager of Loew’s 
Columbia, was looking for a new 
doorman, student manager, ticket 
seller and usher to meet one day’s 


deficiencies caused by Army and 
Government withdrawals. 
Bess Davis Schreiner spending 


three days in Washington, three days 
in Baltimore renewing subscriptions 


2,000 signed up here, although an- 
nouncements give no mention of 
plays to be seen. Deadline for re- 
newals expires this week. 

Phelps Adams of New York Sun’s 
bureau and Howard Acton, public 
relations chief of Housing Adminis- 
tration, have had their song, “Wave 
That Flag, America,’ accepted as offi- 
cial ditty of United States Flag As- 
sociation. Number heard first at 
National Press Club minstrel show. 
|Later used as production finale by 
i|Gene Ford at Capitol theatre. 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 





Richard Crooks. received his 
questionnaire. 

NBC’s Al Roth spends 
|at his westend farm. 
| Reggie Childs’ orch has former 
| local musician, Drew Walker, play- 
ing sax and flute. 

Harmond Farr’s band now at 
Eddyside Grill. Formerly at Colum- 
bia hotel, Columbia, N. J. 





much time 


| Willard Schillinger’s orch playing | 


| Laurel Blossom Ball on June 2Z0 at 
lthe Tennis Club of The Inn, Buck 
| Hil] Falls. 

Jimmy Applegate orch switched to 


'Forks Valiey Tavern_ after eight 
|summer seasons at Clyde Price’s 
| Tavern, Mountainhome. 


Gene Schiller is musical director 
|of the local Wyckoff-Sears radio pro- 
jgram (Sat., 11-11:30 a.m.), which 
|takes the air 30 miles away 
| WSAN, Allentown. 

Cornelia Stabler Gillam, diseuse, 
playwright and director of the Buck 
Hill Players at The Inn, Buck Hill 

| Falls, is one of the entertainers for 


| the ladies division of Kiwanis Inter- | 


inational, now  conventioning in 
| Cleveland, She presented an original 
solo drama, ‘It’s Curtain Time,’ in a 
| sequence of seven scenes. 


| 
| 





scheduled or| Bucks County, Pa. 
a 





Dick Skinner and Norris Houghton 
operating McCarter theatre for sum- 
|mer in Princeton. 

Adeline Walter, Playhouse treas- 
| urer, commuting to Philly from New 
|Hope to operate b.o. in Bellevue- 
| Stratford tor Theron Bamberger. 
| Ann Elsner 
commuting to her N. Y. job as Stella 
Dallas, soap opera heroine, from her 


Stockton, N. J., farm five times 
| weekly. 

Elizabeth Jones shuttered her Cut- 
taloosa Inn at Lumberville last 


month. Other local eateries, includ- 
ing Colligan’s and Tow Path, hard hit 
but continuing. Weekend biz o0.k.; 
other days n.g. 

George S. Kaufman closeted on his 
Holicong farm with Herman Man- 
ciewicz, at work on new film fable. 
Kaufman is slated to stage three 
shows next season for Max Gordon; 
one by his neighbors, Sam and Bella 
Spewack. 

Danny Kaye, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Parker, Paula Lawrence and Bernard 
Hart weekended at Moss Hart’s 
Aquetong manse. Latter is spending 
summer volunteering his services as 
writer and director on ‘Lunch Time 
Follies,” morale show for defense 
workers. 

Don Walker, the arranger, back to 
his New Hope farm, for first time in 
six weeks. Missed his California 
iris blooms as he was forced to stick 
with ‘By Jupiter’ through its Boston 
engagement up to New York preem. 





makes his picture debut in Howard 


for American Theatre Society. Over | 


Via | 


(Mrs. Jack Matthews) 


Walker is amateur horticulturist; 
runs profitable egg business on side. 

Bella and Sam Spewack putting 
finishing touches on new comedy for 
Max Gordon at their Windy Bush 
|lfarm. New farce has a New York 
llocale. Spewacks also raising crop 
j;of sheep. Sam readying himself to 
hop abroad for Lowell Mellett com- 
mittee documentary, which he is 
slated to produce; is also finishing 
new documentary for same group 
showing causes leading to war, made 
from newsreel clips. 

New Hope plenty quiet without 
Playhouse bustle which this Dela- 
ware river town has grown accus- 
|tomed to over past three semesters. 
Before giving up the Playhouse, 
Theron Bamberger, who was to have 
operated it solo this year for first 
time, sent questionnaire to 750 pat- 
rons, which revealed more than 50°) 
wanted to attend but couldn't get 
needed gas. Transferring activities 
to Bellevue-Stratford, Philly, using 
ballroom as theatre, Bamberger is 
retaining Bucks County Playhouse 
tag. 





San Francisco 


The new Trocadero is skedded for 
an opening in three or four weeks. 

Edith Francis has purchased the 
Nippon theatre, Stockton, and will, 
naturally enough, change iis name to 
the Valley theatre. 

D. B. Levin, operator of the Grand 
theatre, has acquired a second_neigh- 
borhood house, the Balboa, frorn San 
Francisco Theatres, Inc. 

Keith Kiggings, v.p. of Blue Net- 
work, was here confabbing with } il- 
liam B. Ryan, KGO general manager, 
and Gene Grant and Tracy Moore, 
Blue officials. 

Lou Scollard, special rep from 
New York, and Hugh Braly, district 
manager from Los Angeles, have 
been confabbing with Paramount ex- 
| change. heads. 

Aaron Goldberg, head of the cir- 
cuit of the same name, and Bucky 
Williams, general manager of the 
two Goldberg newsreel theatres, 
have returned home after a 10-day 
business jaunt to New York. 








New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





| Off again, on again dimouts have 
i|Savin Rock concessionaires groggy. 

Seven Gables has replaced Mary 
Marshall band with an all-male out- 
fit. 

Ronnie Hammond in to brush the 
|xobwebs off his Stony Creek straw- 
hat 
| Jimmie Whelan back home after a 
| winter on the house staff of the N.Y. 
i St. James. 
| Lt. Robext Montgomery cruising 
|along Conn. shoreline with war hero 
| Bulkeley in tow. 
| College manager Bob Portle’s va- 
feash cut short when Army ealled 
jasst. Bob Munzer for June 13. 

Roger Sherman hotel manager 
| John Hesse laid out $6,500 for a new 
| marquee—then the dimout killed it. 
Yale drama dept’s arena-style pro- 
iduction of ‘Petticoat Fever’ at Camp 
| Niantic (New London) such a click, 
|they’ll do more later. 

} 





| 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 
| Mike Roth of the new Drive-In 
theatre reporting biz satisfactory de- 
| spite rationing threats and car pool- 
ing. 
Elmer Rhoden, rox-Midwest chief, 
back at his desk after meetings with 
district managers and conferences in 
the east. 

Philip Hannum back at his desk as 
continuity editor at KCKN after fail- 
ing to pass the physical for induction 
into the Army. 

Jon Yost, free-lance announcer, 
back in town after recent car smash 


which hospitalized him in Holton, 
| Kans., with broken hip 

Lillian Faust, onetime KCKN 
continuity writer, revisiting the 


home town and station while on va- 
cation from her present radio task 
|in Beaumont, Texas. 

Mike Cullen, Loew divisional chief, 
|hashing over biz with John Mc- 
| Manus, manager of Loew's Midland, 
jand Russ Borg and Ted Tod, of 
| Warners exchange, while on a swing 
around his circuit. McManus, inci- 
| dentally, Midland manager past 11 
| years, celebrated 20 y-ars_ with 
Loew’s on June 12. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 
_—?e 

Show business good. 

Troops bringing business 
cinemas. 

‘It Started With Eve’ 
Colosseum (ACT). 

‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) pulled capac- 
ity at Plaza, Cape Town. 

Appeal of Norman Lourie and W. 
Boxer, directors of Alexander Films, 
taken against sentences and fines in 
theft cases. 

African Consolidated Theatres 
building Empire. 1,200-seater, at 
Muizenberg, seaside resort near 
Cape Town. 

The Gwen Ffrangeon Davis Co. in 
‘Jeannie,’ comedy by Annie Stuart, 
at Standard theatre. Johannesburg. 
Marda Vanne plays lead. 





to all 
(U) hit at 





Hollywood 


Aubrey Scotto, film director, 
vorced. 

Cary Grant took his physical for 
the draft. 

Ray Hoadley joined Metro's pub- 
licity staff. 

Otis Wiles joined Universal’s pub- 
licity staff. 

Clarence D. Heckman opened his 
own talent agency. 

Joe Steele joined Mercury Produc- 
tions publicity staff. 

Dorothy Lamour back from 25,000 
miles of Bond sales touring. 

John Carradine left for Cambridge, 
Mass., to play summer stock. 

Clem Bevans, character actor, re- 
covering from appendectomy. 

The Leon Schlesingers celebrated 
their 33rd wedding anniversary. 

Dorothy Sebastian, film player. 1e- 
covering from emergency operation. 

Victor Saville back after two 
weeks of show gandering on Broad- 
way. 

Col. Roger Brunschwig. of the 
Free French Forces, gandering stu- 
dios. 

Robert S. Taplinger returned to 
work after recuperating from oper- 
ation. 

Bing Crosby’s race track at Del 
Mar is now a Marine Corps training 
camp. 

Weaver Bros. and Elviry brushing 
up their old routine for a return to 
vaude. 

John Rugar, prexy of Intermoun- 
tain Theatres Association, ogling 
studios. 

John H. Harris, Pittsburgh theatre 
operator, recovering from lung con- 
gestion. 

Betty Grable reported for work at 
20th-Fox after three weeks in the 
hospital. 

Daddy Hines, veteran showman, 
guested by film row on his 85th 
virthday. 

Lieut.-Col. Jack Warner eran’ 
to the studio after three weéKs in 
Washington. 

Ned Washington, songwriter, and 
Mildred Allen took out a license to 
wee! June 20. 

Bette Davis bedded with flu while 
the ‘Now, Voyager’ cast at Warners 
suspended work. 

Boris Morros returned from Broad- 
way, where he had been lining up 
talent for a new picture. 

Al Vaughan moved from Edward 
Small’s publicity staff to Columbia as 
assistant to Lester Cowan, producer. 

Errol Flynn sued for. $5,176 by 
wife of Herschel Graham, film 
player, for injuries sustained in an 
auto collision. 

Jock Whitney guested by film pro- 
ducers on the eve of his departure 
to take up his new job as captain 
in the Air Corps. 

Mary Louise James, former singer, 
suing Harry James, bandleader, for 
separate maintenance of $1,115 a 
month and $11,000 in cash. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





di- 








Jackie Wilson, president of local 
AGVA chapter, planning to enlist 
shortly. 

Raul Reyes, of dance team, taking 
flying lessons and has already soloed 
dozen hours, 

Lois Miller to Atlantic City as 
organist at Heinz Pier for fifth 
straight year. 

A. L. Criswell, projectionist at En- 


| right, in the West Penn hospital with 


a strep throat. 
Gene Kellys (Betsy Blair), now in 


Hollywood, have an October date 
with the stork. 
Dave Ballantine, Don Bestor’s 


singer, and Barbara Yarson, of Bos- 
ton, will wed soon. 


George Jaffe, operator of Casino, 
town’s only burley site, to Atlantic 
City for the summer. 


| Bill Robson’s parents here sur- 
|prised by his marriage recently to 
‘June Wilkins, film actress. 

| Billy Leech, former KDKA singer, 
j}coming back Friday (19) with Ray- 
| mond Scott’s band at Stanley. 

| Sam Nixon back from New York 
\for week while Nixon theatre is 
| housing series of dance studio shows. 
| Lennox Gordon, who used to have 
ja Band of his own, strumming guitar 
iwith Billy Catizone 4 at Continental 
| Bar. 

Bob Carters have christened the 
new arrival Vincent. Pop sings with 
Al Marsfco’s band and m.c.s at Nixon 
Cafe. 

Local dance team of Sydney and 
Ames booked into Palace theatre in 
Canton, O., with Frankie Masters’ 
band. 

Gabe Rubin has hit jackpot at Art 
Cinema with ‘Art of Love’ and ‘Bed- 
room Diplomat.’ Bill’s in its sev- 
enth week. 

Don Bestor lost a trumpeter here, 
so Billy Yates loaned him George 
Allison for his (Bestor’s) local en- 
gagement at Bill Green’s. 

George Tysons (Ruth Miller) here 
for couple of days on their way back 
to N. Y. from Hollywood, where Ty- 
son had charge of ‘Icecapades’ during 
coast run. 

Theodore Viehman has been ap- 

ointed director of the Pittsburgh 

layhouse for next season. He suc- 
ceeds Frederick Burleigh. who was 
inducted into the Army last month 
and is now stationed at Camp 
‘Shelbv Miss 
































4 
i 
4 
“ 
% 
+ 
i 
§ 
- 





“eet ea 


54 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 17, 1942 








OBITU 


STANLEY LUPINO 


Stanley Lupino, 
showman, comedian and father of 
Ida Lupino, Hollywood film star, 
died in London June 10. Making his 
initial stage appearance at the age 
of six in a pantomime show, Lupino | 
was a member of a family associated 
with the English stage over 300 
years. Besides appearing in musi- 
cals for which he wrote the books, 
Lupino also wrote the lyrics, many 
of the shows enjoying huge suc- 

In 1910, after a tour of South 
Africa, Lupino appeared for the first 
time in London’s West End, playing 
in ‘Dick Whittington’ at the Lyceum. 
Four years later, substituting for his 
brother, Barry Lupino, the manager 


48, vet British | Fall,’ 
| Love 
|some translations from the French. 
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(with Hugh Walpole), ‘The Prude's 
‘The Ninth Earl,’ ‘A Lesson in 
(with May Edginton), and 





PHIL BARR 
Phil Barr, 53, proprietor of the 500 


Club, Atlantic City, for the past 24 
years, died Monday (15) at the At- 
lantic 
heart attack. 


City Hospital following a 


Barr was one of the best known 


characters in the resort’s night life 
and was a close friend of many 
showfolk. 
such 
Sophie Tucker, Bill Robinson, Ray 
Bolger and Rudy Vallee. 


To his club he brought 


names as Harry Richman, 


He was known for his charities 


of the Drury Lane theatre saw his 
performance and engaged him for 
In the next eight 
from 1915 to 1923, he ap- 


‘Sleeping Beauty.’ 
years, 
peared in many other shows. 


Lupino made his first appearance 
in the U. S. in 1926 as Theophile 
He 
also played in ‘The Nightingale’ in 


Michu in ‘Naughty Riquette.’ 


and as a liberal touch by down-and- 
outers at the shore. One of his little- 
known charities was the establish- 
ment of a charge account for the 
penniless at the midtown Atlantic 
City restaurant. 

Barr started out as a trolley con- 
ductor in Philadelphia. He later was 
associated with Herman Taylor in 
promoting boxing shows. Barr’s 


> - Sorgen neem tore aan et ae 


this country, returning to England 
to appear in ‘So This Is Love,’ ‘The 
Love Race,’ ‘Love Lies’ and numer- 
ous other stage productions. 
_Survived by widow, known on the 
London stage as Connie Emerald. 
She presently is in Hollywood with 
Ida and another daughter. A cou- 
sin, Lupino Lane, is also in show 
business, having appeared in a num- 
ber of U. S. film shorts some years 
@go. « 





CHARLES DALTON 


Charles Dalton, 77, actor, whose 
career extended from 1883 to 1940, 
died in Stamford, Conn., June 11. 
He had last appeared in Maurice 
Evans’ revival of ‘Richard II’ in 
1940. He had also appeared with 
Evans in ‘Henry IV’ and ‘Romeo 
and Juliet.’ 

Dalton, born in England, changed | 
from a singing career to acting upon | 
seeing Edwin Booth perform. He 
debuted in 1883 in the British prov- 
inces and made his London debut 
three years later. He first appeared 
in N. Y. in 1893 in ‘The Prodigal 
Daughter’ and then returned to 
London to appear with Sir Guy 
Forbes Robertson in ‘For the Crown’ 
and in ‘Carmen’ as Jose opposite 
Olga Nethersole. He returned to 
America in 1896 where he played in 
*The Sign of the Cross’ for five years. 
He was also seen in ‘Resurrection’ 
and ‘When Knighthood Was in 
Flower’ during this period. In 1904 
Dalton was Nance O’Neil’s leading 
man in ‘Macbeth’ and in 1907 he 
joined James O’Neill’s company. 
Among the plays he subsequently 
appeared in were ‘Mid-Channel,’ 
‘Trelawny of the Wells,’ ‘The Case 
of Becky,’ ‘Kismet,’ ‘Drifted Apart,’ | 
*Trilby,’ ‘Henry VIII,’ ‘The Better | 
"Ole,’ ‘Three Live Ghosts,’ ‘A Hun- | 
ged Years Old’ and ‘Children of | 
Darkness.’ In these plays he ap- 
peared with such stars as Frances 
Starr, Ethel Barrymore, Phyllis 
Neilson-Terry and Sir Herbert Beer- 
bohm Tree. He played with Helen 
Hayes in ‘Mary of Scotland’ in 1933 
and with Katharine Cornell in 
*Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘Saint Joan’ 
in 1935 and 1936. Laurette Taylor, 
Fay Bainter, Maxine Elliott and 
_ Blanche -Walsh were others with 
whom he was featured. A member 
of the Lambs, he is survived by 
three sons and three grandchildren. 











RUDOLF BESIER 

Rudolf Besier, 63, Java-born 
British dramatist, died June 16 at his 
home in Surrey, England. His most 
noted play was ‘The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street’ which dealt with 
Elizabeth and Robert Browning. It | 
was first produced in 1930 at the 
Malvern Festival, England, by Sir 
Barry Jackson, after rejection by 
two other London managers. The 
play was also rejected by 27 N. Y. 
producers before Katharine Cornell 
opened with it in Cleveland in Janu- 
ary, 1931, and brought it to the 
Empire theatre, N. Y., in February 
of that year. 

Miss Cornell has played over 700 
performances in most of the leading 
cities of the U. S. in the play, which 
has now been given in Canada, 
Australia and throughout Europe. It 
was also filmed by Metro with 
Norma Shearer, Charles Laughton 
and Fredric March. 

Besier’s first play was ‘The Virgin 
Goddess,’ written in the U. S. in 
1908. He also was the author of 
“Olive Latimer’s Husband,’ ‘Don,’ 
‘Lady Patricia,’ ‘Kips’ (with H. G. 
Wells as co-author), ‘Kings and 


;country 37 years go. 








Queens,’ ‘Buxell,’ ‘Robin’s Father’ 


wife, the former Sally Brooks, died 
in 1928. 
daughter. 


He is survived by a 





GEORGE R. GUY } 
George R. Guy, 86, last of the six 


Guy Bros. minstrel company, died 
June 11 in Springfield, Mass. 
had retired 10 years ago and would 
have celebrated his 60th wedding 
anniversary this week. 
lived five brothers who entertained 
throughout the United States, Can- 
ada, and British Isles. 


He 


Guy out- 


Born in Hartford, Conn., son of 


George’ Guy, Sr., himself a minstrel, 
and Mrs. Guy, a noted pianist, ac- 
companist and founder of the first 
music conservatory in Hartford, Guy 
saw 75 years on the stage. 
he was carried on the stage at the 
old Niblo’s Garden in New York by 
Edwin 
father’s company in 1878 and toured 
with it for 52 years. 


At two, 


Forrest. He joined his 


Guy, Jr., ‘waiting’ during the past 


10 years for a ‘revival’ of minstrel 
days, 
Springfield lodge of the Elks, of 
which his father was a founder. 


had been doorman at the 


Widow and two daughters survive. 





MARGARET TURNBULL 
Margaret Turnbull, scenario writer, 


novelist and playwright, died June 


12 in Yarmouthport, Mass. She had 


been a sister of the late Hector Turn- 
bull, 


film executive, scenarist, and 
once drama critic of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune. 

Born in Scotland, Miss Turnbull 
came to the U. S. at two. She was 
the author of a dozen novels be- 
tween 1913 and 1934, and her first 


| play, ‘Genesee of the Hills,’ was pro- 


duced in 1905, the same year an- 
other play, ‘A Society Policeman,’ 
was shown in Atlantic City. Her 
most successful play was ‘Class- 
mates,’ written in 1907 with William 
C. DeMille. She also authored ‘The 
Deadlock,’ which, like ‘Classmates,’ 
was produced in N. Y., and ‘The 
Mitre,” put on in Chicago in 1914. 
In. 1916 and for some years there- 
after she wrote scenarios for silent 
films in N. Y., Hollywood and Lon- 
don. 
Three sisters survive. 





HUGO BLUMENBERG 

Hugo Blumenberg, 54, circus and 
vaude acrobat, died June 8 at Kel- 
lersville, near Stroudsburg, Pa. A 
native of Bohemia, he came to this 
He was a 
member of a well-known troupe of 
gymnasts composed of members of 
his family which toured Europe and 
also played big-time vaudeville dur- 
ing the winter and the Ringling Cir- 
cus in the summer. He was injured 


15 years ago and since that time had 


made his home with his brother’s 
family at Saylorsburg, Pa., where his 


brother. William, now deceased, had 


conducted Ye Saylor’s Inne. 
Body cremated in Wilkes-Barre 
following services in Stroudsburg. 





AMMON B. JONES 
Ammon B. Jones; 19, Crawfords- 
ville, Ind., hotel operator, whose 
hobby for half a century had been 


serving without pay as a clown with 


major circuses on their summer 
tours throughout the country, died 
June 12, in Lafayette, Ind., while 


awaiting the arrival of his wife on 


a Chicago train, 


Widely known among circus men, 


Jones had traveled with many 
prominent shows, 
ling Brothers, 


including Ring- 
Hagenback-Wallace 
and Cole Brothers. He had operated 


the Crawfordsville hotel since 1900, 
in recent years with his son, Marsh 
Jones. 





MRS. KATE FOX 

Mrs. Kate Fox, in her late 50’s, 
died in Los Angeles, June 11, fol- 
lowing an illness of several weeks. 
She was the mother of Matthew J. 
Fox, assistant to the president of 
Universal at the New York home- 
office for several years and now 
a Government coordinator in Wash- 
ington war work. ‘ 

Other survivors are Mrs. Nate J. 
Blumberg, daughter, wife of the 
president of U; another daughter, 
Mrs. James Feiner, whose husband 
also is in the picture biz; Mrs. Ben 
Ehrlich, daughter, and another son, 
Sol Fox. 





LINN BORDEN 

Linn Borden, 32, radio actor, died 
June 10 at Maplewood Sanatorium, 
Palisades Park, N. J., after an ill- 
ness of several months. 

Borden had been appearing in 
‘Pyt. Linn ‘Borden Reports’ and 
‘Uncle Walter’s Dog House,’ NB* 
shows broadcast from Chicago ‘up 
until his illness. He was under con- 
tract to the Russel M. Seeds Adver- 
tising Agency, Chicago. 

Previously a freelancer in New 
York, Borden had been a guest art- 
ist with Rudy Vallee and the Vaude- 
ville Theatre of the Air, among other 
radio programs. 

Widow survives. 





RICHARD CARLYLE 
Richard Carlyle, 66, stage and 
screen actor, died June 12 at San 
Fernando, Cal. He had been inac- 
tive the last decade due to illness. 

Among the plays in which he had 
appeared were ‘Under Cover,’ ‘Sev- 
enth Heaven,’ ‘It Pays to Advertise’ 
and ‘Alibi Bill” He had been gen- 
eral manager and director of the 
White-Myers Chautauqua and Ly- 
ceum Circuit from 1920-27. 

One of his most important film 
roles had been in ‘The Copperhead’ 
with Lionel Barrymore. Widow, 
Mirza Marston, actress, whom he 
married in 1909, survives. 





WALLACE BAUERLEIN 

Wallace Bauerlein, 49, died in New 
Orleans, Saturday (13), of smoke 
asphyxiation. While not directly ac- 
tive in show business, he was well 
known to showmen in New Orleans, 
where he had an advertising agency. 
Air condition plant several floors 
above his apartment caught fire and 
it was believed he was roused along 
with other tenants, but later he was 
found dead. 

Body brought to New York for 
cremation. His wife, Edith, was 
visiting in Gotham at the time of 
death. Burial Monday (15) was at 
Ferncliffe, Westchester County, N.Y. 





FRANK L. MOHR 

Frank L. Mohr, 63, builder and 
operator of ‘The Pippin,’ for years 
a favorite’ thrill ride at the Mid- 
South Fairgrounds in Memphis, died 
Saturday (6) at Baptist hospital, 
Memphis. 

Mohr also had amusements con- 
cessions in Milford, Conn. In Mem- 
phis he operated a number of the 
Fairgrounds concessions in addition 
to “The Pippin’ and lived in a small 
house on the grounds. 

Widow and son survive. 
Milford. 


Burial in 





GEORGE E. QUIGLEY 

George E. Quigley, former v.p. and 
general manager of Vitaphone Corp. 
and associated in the early develop- 
ment of talking pictures, died June 
15, in N. Y. He had also represent- 
ed Warners in Europe during the 
llate 1920’s. He retired in 1936 as 
v.p. and general manager of Vita- 
phone, but remained v.p. of Vita- 
phone Distributing Corp. when he 
died. 

Widow, two sons by a former mar- 


riage, his father and two brothers 
survive, 





ADELAIDE BELL 

Adelaide Bell, acrobatic dancer of 
vaudeville and musicals, died June 
9 at her home in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Miss Bell had toured the country 
with Harry Lauder shows for sev- 
eral seasons and had been featured 
in various Ziegfeld revues, appear- 
ing with such stars as the late Will 
Rogers, Fannie Brice, W. C. Fields, 
Ray Dooley and Vivienne Segal. In 
1917, she played ‘The Century Girl’ 
and ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ during their 
simultaneous run on Broadway. 





GEORGE D. LLOYD 

George D. Lloyd, 57, boxoffice 
manager of the St. Louis Symphony 
Orch, died last week at the Deaconess 
Hospital, St. Louis, following an 
operation for stomach trouble. With 
the symph for 40 years Lloyd began 
his work with the « ‘ch as an usher 








at the old Odeon theatre. He also 
was on the staff of the Municipal 
Theatre Assn. but illness prevented 
him from starting his 24th year with 
that organization. 

Widow, sister and brother survive. 





M. HENRY POTTER 

M. Henry Potter, 49, president of 
the recently suspended Jewish World 
and WPEN (Philadelphia); news 
commentator for years, died Friday 
(12) in Mt. Sinai Hospital, Phila- 
delphia, after a short illness. 

Potter, a veteran newspaperman, 
started his ca.eez on the old Phila- 
delphia Press and late’ was with the 
North American, He was associated 
witt the Jewish World for 26 years. 

Survived by vidow, two sons and 
a daughter. 





SADIE DUFF 

Sadie Duff, 72, character actress, 
died in N. Y., June 10. In show 
business almost all her life, she had 
been a chorus girl in the 1890’s and 
had played over most of North 
America and England. 

Among shows with which she was 
identified were ‘Blood and ‘Thunder,’ 
‘Yes My Dear’ and ‘Bringing Up 
Father.’ 





JAMES FAWCETT 

James Fawcett, 37, film stunt man, 
died June 9 when his motorcycle 
collided with an automobile in San 
Fernando Valley while he was rid- 
ing toward the RKO studio to report 
for work. Only two months ago he 
recovered from a spinal fracture 
sustained while stunting for 20th- 
Fox. 

Before he entered pictures, Faw- 
cett was a vaudeville acrobat. 





JOHNNY MELROSE 

Johnny Melrose, 74, of the Three 
Melrose Brothers, vaude acrobatic 
act of the early 1900s, died June 5 
at his home in Bridgeport, Conn. 

Melrose had toured the country 
with Barnum & Bailey shows for 
Several years and had also per- 
formed in most of the well known 
European variety houses, 

ARTHUR (‘MONK’) YOUNG 

Arthur (‘Monk’) Young, 50, opera- 
tor for years of the 365 night club in 
San Francisco, died June 11 in his 
hotel room in that city from a heart 
attack, 

Since he retired from the night 
club field several years ago he had 
been operating a Frisco drinkery. 





MRS. LENA REED SMITH 
Mrs, Lena Reed Smith, 74, widow 
of Harry Bache Smith, librettist of 
the last century, with whom she had 
collaborated in the writing of plays 
and stories, died at Lebanon Springs, 
N. Y., June 11. 





CHARLES MURPHY 
Charles B. Murphy, 58, western 
actor, died June 11 in Bakersfield, 
Cal., as a result of injuries sustained 
during the filming of Paramount’s 
‘Lost Canyon’ on location. He was 
crushed under an overturned wagon. 





RUSSELL BALL 
Russell Ball, 48, studio photog- 
rapher for 25 years, died’ June 12 in 
Hollywood after a heart attack. In 
recent years he free-lanced. Sur- 
viving are his widow, son and two 
daughters, 





HAROLD A. DILLON 
Harold A. Dillon, 55, composer, 
music publisher, and radio enter- 
tainer, died in Cleveland, June 15, 
following a short illness. 
Further details in the music sec- 
tion, 





EDWARD SCHUGENS 
Edward Schugens, 81, musician 
and for years manager of the Min- 
neapolis Symphony Orch, died June 
11 in Los Angeles. 





MRS. JOSEPHINE SIDNEY 
Mrs. Josephine Foy Sidney, 66, re- 
tired stage actress, died in Los An- 
geles, June 12. ; 





Albert Ritchie, 33, sax and clari- 
net player, died June 10 in Spring- 
field, Mass. Most recently in Bert 
Green’s Court Square theatre or- 
chestra, Springfield, he had played 
with Paul Specht, working at the 
Hoover inaugural ball. 

Widow and three children sur- 
vive. 





Father of Howard Adelsberger, 
manager of The Gardens, Pittsburgh 
sports arena, and former theatre 
manager for WB and Harris circuit, 
died unexpectedly at his home in 
Pittsburgh last week. 





Mrs, Lena R. Smith, 72, widow of 
Harry D. Smith, musical comedy 
writer, died at her home in Lebanon 
Springs, N. Y., June 11, following 


an illness of two weeks. Her hus- 
band died two years ago. 





Michael A. (Mike) Pantone, 42, 
for years leader of and _ featured 
banjoist with dance orchestras in 
the Albany area, died at his home 
in Albany June 11. , 





Morris Seligman, father of Paula 
Seligman of the Paramount Artists 
Booking Bureau, died June 10 in 
New York. 





W. C. Gehring, father of William 
Gehring, 20th-Fox central division 
sales manager, died in Buffalo June 
11. 





Mother, 62, of Eleanor Tennis, bal- 
lerina, died unexpectedly June 3 in 
New York. 





Mrs. B. R. Joss, 90, mother of ‘Doc’ 
Joss, assistant director at Universal, 
died June 10 in Los Angeles. 





MARRIAGES 


Margaret Lenhart to Ray Erlen- 
born, in Hollywood, June 11. Both 
are in radio. 


Phyllis Burrows to Ross MacRae, 
in Regina, Saskatchewan, June 6. 
He’s announcer with CKCK, Regina. 


Mrs. Beckie Lavine to Alec Adel- 
man, in New York, June 10. Groom 
is v.p. of Consolidated Theatres, Lid., 
Montreal. 


Margaret Hayes to Leif Erikson, 
June 13, in Minden, Nev. * Marriage 
was performed a few hours after the 
groom was divorced from Frances 
Farmer, legit and film actress; bride 
is film player. 

Isabella Greigg to Glen Eldredge, 
May 29, in Seattle. Bride is chief of 
staff of Orpheum theatre (Hamrick- 


Evergreen), Seattle; he’s manager 
of Florence theatre (Sterling), 
Seattle. 

Jane Holling to Lt. William 


Holmes, June 6, in New York. Bride 
was in the program department of 
the Blue network. 


Frances L. Reinhart to Joseph M. 
Davis, Jr., June 11, in New York. 
Bride is former legit actress and 
sister of Bob Reinhart, ex-‘Variety.’ 

Sadye Touchst®ne to Harry Kuh, 
in Los Angeles, June 16. He’s pub- 
licity director for ‘Icecapades.’ 


Flower Hujer to Richard Dwenger, 
June 15, in New York. Bride is in 
cast of ‘By Jupiter,’ Broadway musi- 
cal; he’s playwright, now in the 
navy. 


— ee ee 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ken Newton, twin 
sons, in Pittsburgh, June 9. Father 
is with Slim Bryant’s Wildcats on 
KDKA, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Madell, son, in 
New York, June 10. Mother is vice- 
president of Artkino Pictures, Inc., 
Russian film distributors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marty Ingram, daugh- 
ter, May 31, in Newark, N. J. Mother 
is former Peggy Harvey, showgirl; 
father is Warners theatre manager 
in New Jersey and former vaude 
performer, Their sixth daughter; no 
sons. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Shapard, son, 
June 13, in New York. Father is 
announcer at WHN, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sloane, son, 
June 16, in New York. Father is a 
radio actor and writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Snyder, 
daughter, June 14, in New York. 
Father is vibraphonist and drummer 
at WNEW, New York. 


Soldier Show 


Continued from page |! 




















deals with the military vicissitudes 
of a buck private, a _ pill-eating 
hypocondriac with a Little Lord 
Fauntleroy complex and what hap- 


pens to him and the army when he 
joins up. The new songs for the 
piece have been written in collabo- 
ration by Sergt. Clayton Mitchell, 
former San Francisco maestro and 
music arranger for Hollywood film 
studios. Some of the ditties have 
been tagged ‘We’re The Future 
Generals of The Army,’ ‘Mamie from 
Martinique,’ ‘I Walk in Freedom,’ 
‘Fall In, America,’ ‘I Was an Unex- 
pected Baby,’ ‘I Love a Dame Wot 
Can Cook,’ ‘We’re Going to Make a 
Man of Him,’ ‘In the Garden of the 
Gods.’ 

Heading the cast of one time 
civilian stage and radio performers 
is Sergt. Don Gallagher, Chicago, 
who plays the title role. Sergt Mes- 
kill also will have a role. The St. 
Louis Variety Club is sponsoring the 








show. The house is scaled from $1.10 
to $1.65. 
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Fred Scott 

Kay Mayfield 
sugar Geise 

Jerry Bergen 
Murtah Sisters 
Grace Poggi 
 Frim) Jr Ore 
Charlie Fey's Club 
Charley Foy 

hil Silvers 
Lorraine Elliott 
Joe Oakie 

Kuss Soule ae 
Rags Raglanc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Elizabeth Talbot 
Martin 

Vivian Marshal 
Mary Healy 

’ Lind Hayes Ore 
Holly wood Trapics 
Milnor & Molnor 
Maxine Lewis 





4 Stepp Bros 
Sterling Young Orc 
Macambo Cafe 
Eddie Le Baron Orc 
Felix Martinique 
Palladium 
Harry James Orc 
Slapsy Maxies 
Maxie Rosenbloom 

Jack Waldron 

Penny Piper 

Benny Lessy 

Billy Reed 

Patti Moore 

Sam lewis 

Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 

Art Tatum 

Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inn 


Paul Neighbore Or: | Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Dick Thomas Loume! Morgan 3 
House of Murphy Trianon 
Fred Thompson Jimmy Lunceford O 
Hob Murphy ' 
Neth Reynolds Trouville 
Frankie Gallagher Billy Holiday 
Louisiana Lee & Lester 
Dick Buckley Spirits of Rhythm 
Club Bali Rhoda Chase 
‘ - Robinson & Martin 
Van Kirk econ pee 
Tr. ms Tamara * rry ; a on 
range Silver’s Ore 
Simpsons P 
Hallettes (8) Mother Kelly's 
Tommy Nunez Gee Jack Eby Ore 
Earle Hanson oe 600 Club 
Don Lanning’s Paul Mall 
Roberta Sherwood Hal Lane Ore 


Marie Lewis 

Louis Hatch Ore 

Five O’Cleck Club 

Cy Landry 

Sonya Shaw 

Set Green 

Mert Dennis Ore 

Fabian Storey Ore 
Jimmie’s 


Myles Bell 
Spauldings (3) 
Reus Brog 
lLuckeyettes (6) 
Les Robinson Ore 
Kitty Davis’s 
Willie Shore 





Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Pago Pago Kom) 
Terry Lynn 
Gail McDonald 
Andre Villon 
Wally Waneer Co 
D. Schrader Ore 

Winnie’s Riptide 
Cliff Winehil! 

Ben Perry 
June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 
House Line (6) 


PHILADELPHIA 


Alpine Musical 
Bar 


Mike Pedecin 
A Strohman (3) 


Club Bali 


Los Caballeros 
Toppers 

St Clair & Durand 
Arthur Blake 
Deloyd Mackaye 
Anita Jakobi 
Ralilovelies 

Penny Davis 

Alan Fielding Ore 


Ben Franklin 


Clarissa 

Richard Stuart 
Pancho & Diane 
Ruddy Harris 
Arline Thompson 
Leo Zollo 


(3) 


Benny the Bum’s 
Susan Lane 
Phyllis Foster 
Carlotta Smith 
Diane Gould 
El] Gouchos 

Carroll's 
Gaines Ore 
Carrollettes 
Hilde Simmons 
Joan Gay 
Jerry Brandow 
Little Joe, Tiny Lou 
Johnny Cahill 

College Inn 
Thunderbolts 
Pat Bernard Dis 
Ruth Templeton 
Seary Gavin 
Crescent (5) 
Jerry Delmar Ore 

Di Pintos 
La Fleur & Mann’rs 
Kay Hamilton 
Rob Gate 
McNally Sis 
Carney Sis 
Ming Ling 
Eddie King Ore 

Embassy 
Rilly Hey 
Franco & Beryl 
Andrew Bis 
Peggy French 
Geo Clifford 
Pat Sherlin Ore 

Germantown Bar 
2 Aces & Queen 
Huntsmen 
(H Walton Roof) 
Costaine & Barry 
Herbert Curbello Or 
Don Richards 
Carmen D’' Antonio 
Peggy Loeb 
Glamour Gis 
Rose Gallo 
Helen Heath 
Eddie De Luca Ore 
Hopkins’ Rathskelier 
Gypsy Monya 
Joe Campo 
Alice Mitchell 
Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Dave Gold Ore 
Tawler’s Swing Bar 
Wendell Mason 
Merry Men 
race Wynne 
Marie Satelle 
Jewel Ella 
Marie Darling 

Taiglon Bar 
Rose Venutl (3) 
Mott’s Melville 

Lexington Casino 
Hep Cats (6) 
Daisy Mae 
Ralph Lewig 
Paul Kane 
Johny Carus 
Margie Barlow 
Varvin Buschell 0 

Lido Venice 
Frankie Belasco 
“armenettes (4) 
fed Oliver Ore 

Little Rathskeller 
St Clair & Durand 
Phil Foster 
Brown Sis 
Tris Wayne 


Lou's Chancellor Bar 
Susan Lange 
Curt Weiler 4 
Ernie Swan 
Mayos 
Rhythmaires 
Minstrei Tavern 
Ba McGoldrick, Ir 
Kitty Barnes 
Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy 
Joe Lonegan 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Hd McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 
Bon-Bon Buddies 
Kenny Shaffer (3) 
Gloria Mann 
Dick Wade 
Murray Rhythm Ba: 
Fay Ray 
Lillian Bishop 
Berl Booker 
Mary Love 
Roni Carr 
Dotty King Ore 
Nell Dieghan’s 
Hollyw'd Brunettes 
Frank Murtha 
Hillman Bros 


Petti & Lester Reat 
Barrie & Brenda 
Richards & Carson 


Hugo Martine!!i 
Rhythm Maniace 
Geo Marchett: Ore 


Old Falls Tavern 


Music Hall Gis (3) 
Harry Holly 
Cleo Barr 
Kernov 
Joe De Marco 
Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
Guardsmen (8) 
Marion 
Jean Remington 
Rekoma 
Sheila Starr. 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Jeanettes (12) 
Leonard Coke 
Old Mill fun 
Morse Sis 
Joe Ritchie 
Jock Downie 
Frank Palumbo's 
Harlem Highland'rs 
Frankie Schlutb 
Henry Patrick 
Yvonettes 
Gloria French 
Karli 
Kaye & Grey 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa) 


Gene Eyman Orc 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Lagony & Ray 

Gloria Dale 

Dan Montgome ry 
Kitty Mitchell 
Jean Ware 

Jack Yson Ore 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 

Shadrach Boys 
International (3) 


River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Or: 
Showboat 
Al Sher 
Don Lee Dale 
Dave Vonfield 
Dotty Tull 
Sheldon Trio 
Two Gals & Gob 
Juanita Cansino 
Harry Taylor Ore 
Silver Lake Inn 
Col Geo Reed 
Watkins Sis 
Alice Lucey . 
Jack Herman 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp’s 
Cy White 
Arnold & Lamont 
Lonnie Vale 
H’wood Blondes 





Honey Breen 


tr Hugo's Ore Kitty 


Sun Ray Gardens 


Aelming Ore 
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Grace Heuson 
Betty Gaynor 
Wade & Wade 
Warren Boden 
Candy & Pepper 


Evelyn Kerwin 
Harry McKay 
TransAilantic L’ge 
Paul Kane 


Agnes Wiilis — yay , 

69th St. Rathskelier | "PO? *eney 
Des Sally Venice Grill 
ean Kelly 

Lill Bennett Nick Varallo Ore 


Shirley Leslie 

Grace Edwards 

Ray O'Day 

Walter Walters 
Warwick Hote) 

: Roy Morton Ore 

Pussy De Carmo 

Lunatrix (2) Weber’s Hof Brau 

Jack Curtis Camden 


Stephanie & Craig 

Betty Carr 

Vive Austin 

Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 


Arlington Lodge Wilbur's Circus 


Phil Cavezza Ore Merry-Go-Round 
June Gardner Howard Baum Orc 
Bill Medio Jeanne Boaz 

Baleonades New Hillcrest 

sredi ri 

cae Mot ate ae Dorothy Matthews 
Harvey George - 5 

Bill Green’s a 

' > 

Don HKestor Ore Nixon Cafe 


Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Emile Boreo 


Mildred Law 
Dave Ballantine 


Blue Ridge Inna 


M-Nallie Sis 
lou Lucky Ore Ray Royce 
Pride & Dale Nut House 


Bill Benjamin 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Loogie-Weogie Club 
Alice Brooks Ore 
Loog®Shermas 
Maxie Simon 
Buddy Walsh 
tacehorse Williams 
larry Comorado 
Cork avd Bottle 


Lloyd Fox 


Art Blakey Ore 
Chuck Wilson 
Joe Klein 
Hal & Dolly 
Ted Blake 
Orchard Inn 
Benny Burton Ore 
Oasis 
Bob Lazar Ore 
Dale Spohrer 
Pines 


Colonial Don Rutter 


Art Varrar Ore Bill LeRoy Ore 
Eddie Peyton's Squirrel Coop 
Geo Overholt Ore Tiny Miller 
Eddie Peyton Dale Harkness 
Marion Muller Bddie Miller 
Betty Rreen Jerry Manning 
Eddie Bock Tommy Mandrus 
51 Chub Trelon 
Lyda Roednok Frank Ramos Ore 
Max Tarshis Yacht Club 


Pat McCauley 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Herry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 


H Middleman Ore 
Jackie Heller 
Cross & Dunn 

De Sylva Twins 
Ed Rickard 

6 Mannequins 


iMetel Henry Sky-Vne 
(Silver Grill) George Welles Or: 
Mariy Schramm Arlene Day 
4 Kings & Queen Bill Clydesdale 
(Gay 90's) Howard Feiling 
Dorothy Nesbitt Union Grill 
Hotel 7th Avenue |Sammy Walters 
Harry Bigley frank Natale 
Escorts Mike Sandretto 
Hotel Roosevelt Villa Madrid 
Joe Vera Etzi Covato Ore 
Sam Bari Mark Lane 


Joe Petroselll 
John Bonguid! 


Hotel Schenley 


Harter & Aurelie 
Laska Sis 
Maxine Carroll 


: Michael Strange 
Billy Hinds Ore pen — 
Joy Lind . 
Hotel Wm Penn Vestry Reanee 
(Continental Bar) | Joey Reynolds 


Freddy Rose 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Orc 


Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 


John Frits Fashionettes 
Kennywood Park ay § poh ‘ 
I. Thompson Orc West View Park 





Mary Jane Camp 
Donahue & La Salle 


Billy Yates Orc 
Watkins Circus 





Grace Collins Paul Kinklard 
Vincent Rizzo Ore Lucille Finley 
Duke McHale Marco & Ramona 
Edith Delaney Claire & Hudson 
Lee Bohn Temple City (4) 
Marty Bohn Jules Flacco’s Ore | 
Town Tavern Raths’r Eldoradian: 
Mary Novis Dave Pierson 
Frankie Ralston Yacht Club 
Johnny Wages Anne Tally 
Flora Conlo Jack Hutchinson 
Jacquline Herman Lola Maffie 
20th Century Janice Reise 
Sally la Marr Helen Jerrico 
Pat Juliano (3) Victor Nelson Ore 
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Bolger didn’t 


neglect ‘By Jupiter’ 
(Shubert), in which he is starred. 
After being the fall guy in a 
breeches buoy demonstration by the 
Coast Guard, riding the buoy from 
the upper deck, he stripped to track 
outfit. On the jersey was ‘By Jupi- 
ter’ and on the rear of his running 
pants was ‘Buy Bonds.’ 

Bolger then appeared 





|fore the servicemen’s ball game. He 
| had bits with Al Schacht, ‘the clown 
| prince of baseball,’ who really got 


|more laughs than Bolger. Latter’s 


show was further publicized when 
four ‘By Jupiter’ chorines whipped 
a quartet of Conover models in a 
relay race. Models were so slow it 


was no contest. Girls on the chorus 
team: Joyce Ring, Mary Morris, Olga 
Suarez, Toni Stewart. 

Because they had a matinee at the 
Winter Garden, Olsen and Johnson 
appeared in a nutty softball contest 
early on the program, teams pur- 
porting to represent ‘Sons o’ Fun’ 
and ‘Hellzapoppin.” Zero Mostel, 
night club comic, did his Hitler bit 
for laughs, too. 

First of the bands was Tommy 
Dorsey and his men, who gave out 
around the pitcher’s box and were 
roundly applauded. A bit ldter Fred 
Waring was in action, not so much 
on the musical end as warbling. His 
mixed glee club consisted of around 
200 voices and their rendition of the 
National Anthem was thrilling. 

There was a corps of announcers 
| who seemed intent on getting plaud- 
‘its for performers, but were lax ip 





in a red} 
devil outfit to join in clowning be- | 


giving proper credits. Barry Wood 
sang ‘Any Bonds Today’ with the 
Dorsey crew, but there was no men- 
tion of Irving Berlin as the author. 
Same error of omission came when 
Gertrude Niesen sang ‘Boots, Boots, 
Boots,’ with Leo Edwards at the 
piano. . Latter composed the tune, 
but Blanche Merrill was not cred- 
ited with the lyric. 

Navy ball team, with Bob Feiler 
in the box, beat the Army team 4 
to 0. ‘Dutch’ Warmerdam won the 
pole vault, but failed at 15 feet 2 
inches because of a soft runway. 
Gregory Rice thrilled in winning the 
two-mile race, with a last lap sprint. 

As the program put it, the carn:- 
val was ‘arranged and produced’ by 
Bert Bacharach and Dick Fishell. 

+ | . 

_War’s Vanity Blow 
are Continued from page 2 

the screen under contracts with va- 
rious guilds and unions. These con- 
tract provisions will have to be 
waived by the guilds and unions be- 
fore the elimination goes into effect. 

As a diplomatie concession to lo- 
cal pride, the full-sized credit list 
will be permitted in previews and 
public exhibitions in the Hollywood 
area, where boys and gals of the 
film arts may énjoy the fleeting 
pleasure of a glimpse at their own 
names and accomplishments. But 
the customers in Mobile and Min- 
neapolis will never know who whit- 
tled the sarongs or who painted the 
prop palms in the authorless screen- 
play, ‘Passionate Island,’ based on an 
anonymous novel, 

Meanwhile, other elements in film 
production are putting on a general 
campaign to save film, working time 
and various expenses in film mak- 
ing. National Sereen Service has 
announced a 30% cut in the length 
of trailers. Screen Actors Guild has 
recommended more time for rehear- 
Sals, including those of bit players, 
to cut down the number of takes be- 
fore the cameras. Directors, film 
editors and writers have all evolved 
conservation plans which will be 
turned over this week for presenta- 
tion at a conference in Washington 
between an advisory group repre- 
senting the film industry and the 
War Production Board. 


Hughes’ Defi 


Continued from page 2 


engagements himself. Fox presum- 
ably will again come into the picture 
after the five-month roadshow 
period set by Hughes has expired. 
The multi-millionaire airplane man- 
ufacturer was last represented by 
‘Hell’s Angels.’ 

Birdwell’s advertising plans call for 
use of full-page, kodachrome picture 
of Jane Russell, who makes her 
film debut as a star in ‘Outlaw.’ 
Pix will be printed on slick paper 
and inserted in the newspapers. Ad- 
vertising will bill the film as ‘the 
picture that cculdn’t be stopped.’ 

It nevertheless has been stopped 
in the six states and most of the 
17 cities which have _ censorship 
bodies. States are New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Onio, Kansas, Virginia and 
Maryland. Hughes has made some 
of the cuts demanded by the various 
| boards, but has been fighting others 
and intends continuing his battles. 
He did obtain a Hays office seal, 
however, by doing some generous 
scissoring. What all the official 
0.0.ers object to are revealing shots 
of the ultra-buxom Miss Russell. 

When the film will be released in 
New York and the other spots it has 
been nixed depends on how far 
Hughes determines to battle. He’s 
already been through all appeal 
boards and some courts in a number 
of the territories. 
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possible to have every member of 
the legal profession depicted as a 
paragon of virtue any more than in 
any other field. 

Every producer is cautioned to 
make court procedure follow real 
life, with a certain amount of dra- 
matic license permitted even in seri- 
ous dramas. In this regards, as has 
been previously pointed out, it is im- 
possible to detail all procedure at an 
important trial, because too studied 
adherence to rote would make many 
trials impossible for audience as- 
similation. 

The Hays office has previously 
pointed out when protests have been 
received from oculists, from physi- 
cians, newspapers, etc., that the fiim 
producers strive for accuracy but 
;every profession cannot be repre- 
sented in a picture as the essence of 
perfect behavior. If such were true, 








'than there would be any more crime 


stories for nev ipers to print. 





| committee's 
| there would be no drama any more | 


WHAT THEY 


THINK 





Salute to USO Shows 
Camp Stewart, Georgia. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I was interested in reading your 
half-dozen reviews of USO 
playing at various Army and Navy 
posts appearing in the May 27th 
issue. 

Earlier this week (June 8-9), “The 
Crazy Show,’ featuring Milt Britton’s 
instrument manglers, the Honey 
Family, Ross & Pierre and the Kim 
Loo sisters, played a two-day 4-per- 
formance stand at one of the post 
theatres here, and, in line with the 
theme of most of the reviews I read, 
this troupe was given a solid re- 
sponse by the uniformed audience. 


A slapstick vaudeville revue, a la 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ the show and espe- 
cially the individual specialties 
evoked terrific enthusiasm and the 
reaction was positively ear-splitting. 

This is just-one more indication of 
the goed job USO is doing in bring- 
ing expert talent to the armed forces. 
The fact that the entertainment is 
gratis (which seems to have worried 
some folks heretofore) has not damp- 
ened the boys’ interest, SRO being 
the rule. 


One more good word for the per- 
formers. The Britton boys, for ex- 
ample, always a hard-working unit, 
put on a show that compared favor- 
ably with their performances before 
paid audiences; and the very same 
can be said for the whole troupe. 


In short, if the USO can maintain 
its present standards, depending on 
the amount of public interest and 
support it receives, “The Road’ will 
surely come back, even if the thea- 
tres are in military encampments 
rather than the customary one-night 
stands. 


Robert Gerwig, Pvt. first ciass. 
(Staff Judge Advocate’s Office.) 


units | 


} 





Merale Builder-Upper 
London, 

Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Although I am now gracing His 
Majesty’s Army with my presence, 

must confess that when my 
‘Variety’ arrives I rush madly away 
to a secluded spot to devour every 
line in it. What nostalgia it gives 


;me to read about my friends ‘over 


there’—and do I feel homesick? 

I was particularly thrilled by Rob- 
ert Gessner’s excélient article in the 
isue of March 11. In no paper or 
magazine have I read an article that 
so intelligently expresses what any 
thinking person feels—and you can 
tell that to Henry Luce with my 
love. I wish the general public 
would realize the great amount of 
hard commonsense that can be 
found in the pages of the newsy 
news-sheet. 

I saw the picture to which Mr. 
Gessner refers particularly this 
evening—and was my face red. You 
see, I happen to mix quite a lot with 
Polish pilots now fighting most gal- 


lantly with our RAF, and having. 


some slight idea of what they have, 
and are, going through, I felt 
ashamed. I hopé and pray they 
don’t see the picture. 

Am having a few days sick-leave 
and then back I go, knowing that 
however dull soldiering is, and it can 
be dull, there’s always ‘Variety’ to 
look forward to. I wonder if Sime 
ever imagined that his creation 
would one day help to keep up the 
morale of the British Army? Not 
that it needs much keeping up, as 
our tails are well up and we're 
raring to go. It does do this old 
ham good though to know that ‘hit 
pix’ still ‘hit stix.” And I can’t get 
this vital information out of The 
Times. 

My best to all ‘Variety’ muggs. 


Capt. Henry Sherek. 











‘Disc Music No. 1 Scah’ 


Continued from page 1 








no lawyer. I don’t know what will 
develop. All I know is that our 
people have to live. 


‘Right now we’re making our own 
substitute. If people don’t want 
music, we’re through, just as in any 
other business when the demand for 
its product stops. But people do 
want music, and every time our 
people are chased out of a job, in 
comes a substitute—canned music. 
By making this canned music, we 
make our own competition. 

‘We don’t want to hurt anybody,’ 
he repeated. ‘But we can’t con- 
tinue to do business on the same 
basis as we are now, We don’t want 
to be hurt, either. In the smaller 
spots, where there used to be one 
or two players, the juke boxes have 
taken away our business. There is 
the Muzak, feeding four or five spots 
at once. There are some 400 radio 
stations having no live music—but 
music is going on all the time— 
canned music.’ 

Citing a case in point, Petrillo re- 
ferred to the Ringling Circus. “The 
men who made the records, our men, 
are in effect scabbing on their fel- 
low members in the streets. Some 40 
men are out of jobs because of 
canned music which their union 
brothers made. This cutting of our 
own throats must be stopped. The 
organization must come first.’ 

Patriotic Overtone 

Meanwhile the 47th annual con- 
vention of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians has closed on the 
same note which prevailed through- 
out the six days of session. Cheers, 
flag waving and other traditional 
expressions of patriotism accom- 
panied the adoption of the closing 
resolution, pledging the organiza- 
tion’s support to the United States 
in the war emergency. 

The pace of the entire convention 
was set Monday (8) with President 
James Petrillo’s storm-brewing ban 
on making canned music by Fed- 
eration members after Aug. 1. No 
backing down of the president’s 
stand on the subject came forth, 
although many ‘reliably informed’ 
sources predicted a softening of 
Petrillo’s initial statement. 

Almost as harsh as this ultimatum 
was the action to be taken against 
Senator Harry F. Byrd, of Virginia, 
as a result of the senator’s un- 
friendly remarks concerning WPA 
music appropriations in a recent 
magazine article. Although a resolu- 
tion castigating Byrd was expunged 
from the records of the convention, 
the members endorsed the executive 
recommendation that 
president Petrillo frame a fitting re- 
ply to the Senator’s criticisms. 

Further 


federation endorsement of 








governmental assistance was evi- 
denced in the ‘Music for Victory’ 
resolution, framed with the intent 
‘that music may be enabled to make 
its rightful contribution and mu- 
Sicilians may be enabled to fulfill 
their duty to the total victory.’ This 
would call upon the government to 
give music its proper place in the 
war effort by making adequate ap- 
prepriation for that purpose and by 
providing funds so that music can 
be given national distribution, and 
to give musicians representation on 
the victory labor boards organized 
by the government. 

Agents’ fees took a beating in the 
acceptance of the committee’s fa- 
vorable report on a resolution basing 
commissions on net rather than gross 
engagement receipts. 


Two-Job Slap 

A resolution veering from the cus- 
tomary ‘single nominations’ which 
would hold nominations for Federa- 
tion offices open until after two or 
more members have been nominated 
for each office was completely 
quashed, and also left out in the 
cold was a hint embodied in a reso- 
lution which would have required 
the president, secretary and financial 
secretary-treasurer to devote their 
full time to the national offices. Ac- 
companying this rejection was a 
tribute paid to Petrillo, who also 
serves as head of the Chicago union, 
for his service to the organization, 
and his unopposed re-election to the 
national office. 

Other officers elected without op- 
position were C. L. Bagley, of Los 
Angeles, vice-president; Harry E. 


| Brenton,.of Boston, financial secre- 
| tary, and Fred W. Birnbach, of New- 


ark, N. J., secretary. (who lay in a 
Dallas hospital throughout the con- 
vention recovering from a heart at- 
tack). 

A. C. Hayden, of Washington, D. 
C., was defeated by A. Rex Riccardi, 
of Philadelphia, as a member of the 
executive committee, but was elected 
by the convention as honorary mem- 
ber of the committee for life, Other 
executive committee members, elect- 
ed without opposition, are J. W. 
Parks, of Dallas; Oscar F. Hild, of 
Cincinnati, and Chauncey A. Wee- 
ver, of Des Moines. 

Killed was a resolution to hold 
the annual convention biennially 
until after the national emergency. 
Jacksonville, Fla., was selected as 
next year’s convention city. 





Betty Gayle, former vocalist with 
Doc Ricardo’s orchestra, has joined 
Emil Lehto’s unit playing at the Ma- 
honing Valley Country Club, 
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“PVE found daily ACTIVE-LATHER 

FACIALS with Lux Toilet Soap the 
best care for my skin,” says Binnie Barnes. 
‘‘Just try these beauty facials regularly 
for thirty days!” 


Lux Toilet Soap’s creamy ACTIVE 
lather removes stale cosmetics, dust and 
dirt thoroughly—gives skin protection 
it needs. Hollywood’s famous stars trust 
their million-dollar complexions to this 
simple care. Its touch is so utterly gentle 
that it feels as if you were smoothing 
beauty in. Take the screen stars’ tip: use 
mild, white Lux Toilet Soap to help you 
keep your skin irresistibly lovely! 
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in close-up 
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LUX SOAP CARES 
A WONDERFUL. 
BEAUTY AID. 
| NEVER NEGLECT 
MY DAILY 
ACTIVE-LATHER 


\ FACIAL ! 































IN 
Republic Pictures’ 


state 
Fa RINSE WITH : 
WARM WATER-THEN -~ 

WITH COOL. ACTIVE | | 2. 
LATHER DOES A NOW-PAT-YOUR ) 
THOROUGH JOB SKIN ORY.IT 
FEELS SOFTER_ | 
SMOOTHER.SEE 
HOW FRESH 
IT LOOKS ! 


WE] LATHER LIGHTLY 



































9 out of 10 Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap 








